PM Modi Lead International 
Day of Yoga Celebrations 

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
leaded the ninth International Day of 
Yoga celebrations on June 21, 2023- 
from UN Headquarters at its North 
Lawn.. | f 


-* The 9th International Day of Yoga 
observed in a grand fashion at the 


_ United Nations headquarters in New 
York City. 


* The theme of Yoga Day this year 
was "Yoga for Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam’. 


_ BIS made License Mandatory 


for 24 Footwear Products 
e The Bureau of Indian Standards, BIS 
license will be mandatory for 24 


footwear products from the J puny a; 
2023; 


e BIS highlighted the importance of 
the Quality Control Orders issued 
recently by the Government for 
footwear and other products. 


* A BIS Licence will be mandatory for 
the manufacturing, ` importing or selling 


of products under these Qualit, Control 


Orders. 
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Expert Panel to Reform 


Arbitration Law 

* The Indian government has taken a 
significant step towards improving the 
arbitration process by forming an 
expert committee on June 17, 2023. 

e Led by former law secretary TK 
Vishwanathan, the committee aims to 
recommend reforms to the Arbitration 
and Conciliation Act of 1996. 

e Committee would focus on reducing 
court intervention, enhancing 
cost-effectiveness, and ensuring timely 
resolution. | 

¢ The committee is expected to submit 
its recommendations within 30 days. 


NITI Aayog and UN Signed | 
UN SDC Framework 2023-27 
e NITI Aayog and the United Nations 
in India signed the Government of 
India-United Nations Sustainable 
Development Cooperation Framework 
2023-27 in New Delhi on June 16, 
2023. Dii 

¢ The GoI-UNSDCF was signed by 
CEO NITI Aayog BVR Subrahmanyam 


- and UN Resident Coordinator India 


Shombi Sharp. 


¢ GoI-UNSDCF ‘2023-2027 represents 
the UN development system’s 
collective offer to the Government of 


India for 


e the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals 

e promoting gender equality, youth 
empowerment and human rights 
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Nehru Memorial Museum and 
Library Society Renamed 
_* Nehru Memorial Museum and 


Library Society renamed as Prime 
Ministers’ Museum and Library 


Society on June 16, 2023. 


* The decision was taken at a special 
meeting of Memorial Museum and 
Library Society. 


* The meeting was presided over by 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, who 
is the vice president of the Society. 


* For over 59 years it has been a global 
intellectual landmark and treasure 
house of books & archives. 


Jettwings Airways Got 
Approval to Fly 
* The civil aviation ministry provided a 
no objection certificate (NOC) to 
regional airline Jettwings Airways on 
June 15, 2023. 
* It aim is to operate scheduled 
commuter air transport services in 
India under the government's regional 
connectivity scheme, UDAN. 
* Once granted approval, Jettwings 
Airways will become the first-ever 
airline to operate from India’s 
North-East region. © 
+ Jettwings Airways is a new airline in 
the aviation sector. 
* The Guwahati-based airline is 


aiming to begin its services in October 
this year. 


Akashvani and Doordarshan 
Emerged as Most Trusted | 
Electronic Media 
* Akashvani and Doordarshan 
emerged as most trusted electronic 
media on June 14, 2023 in Reuters 
Institute’s Digital News Report 2023. 
* DD India and All India Radio have 
been recognised as the most trusted 


electronic media organizations in the 
country. ; 


* Both have been specifically described 
as electronic media organisations with 
the highest degree of trust. 


* The report highlights that although 
overall trust in news has decreased 
marginally by 3%, 
* Public broadcasters and print brands 
have managed to maintain a relatively 
high level of trust among the public. 
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Sagar Samriddhi Launched 

* Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
launched the ‘Sagar Samriddhi’ online 
dredging monitoring system on 

June 12, 2023. 

* This will help in making the seas 
and port clean. With this, real time 
information on dredging will be 
available. 

¢ This system has been developed by 
National Technology Centre for Ports, 
Waterways and Coasts (NTCPWC). 

e NTCPWC is the technological arm of 
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways (MoPSW). 


Girl Child Empowerment 
Mission 2023 Launched 

+ NTPC Kanti launched Girl Child 
Empowerment Mission-2023 as part of 
its CSR initiative on June 12, 2023. 


* The programme is a 4-week 
residential workshop aimed at 
empowering 40 underprivileged rural 
girls from Kanti Block. 

e This initiative is the first of its kind 
organised by NTPC Kanti. — 

* The primary objective is to provide 
academic training, skill development 
and overall personality enhancement 
to the participants. 


Government Constituted 
Peace Committee in Manipur 
e Government of India has constituted 
a Peace Committee in Manipur on 
June 10, 2023. 

* Committee constituted under the 


Chairpersonship of Governor, Manipur 
Anusuiya Uikey. 


* It was announced by Amit Shah, the | 


Union Home Minister and Minister of 
Cooperation, 
* It aim is to facilitate the peace- 


maki) è irucess among different ethnic 
group» i Manipur. 
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e The objective of this is to resolve 
conflicts, redress grievances and 
promote reconciliation. 


Farmers FZ Selected for UN’, 
Accelerator Programme 

e ‘FarmersFZ’ chosen by United 
Nations for food startup ‘Accelerator 
Programme’ on June 6, 2023. 

» A startup located in Kerala and it 
known as Farmers Fresh Zone 
(FarmersFZ). ‘Accelerator Programme’; 
hosted by the UN’s Food and ; 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO). 

» FarmersFZ has been included on a | 
list of 12 agri-food startups from | 
around the world. It has chosen by the 
UN to develop their businesses. 

e The multichannel marketplace 
platform, located in Kochi. 

e It functions beneath the Kerala 
Startup Mission (KSUM). 

ə It aims is to finally accomplish the 
United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals. 


CBFC Launched Revamped 
Website & New Mobile App 

e CBFC Chairman Prasoon Joshi 
launched CBFC’s revamped website 
and new mobile app in Mumbai on 
June 6, 2023. 

e It focus on making them 
user-friendly to learn, locate valuable 
information, and carry out simpler 


= aw eee 
A ENE A OEY ae 
A an naan ~*~ 


RT TI 


_ tasks by both applicants. 


e With its help, CBFC officers will be 
able to work on their desks and mobile; 
devices. : 

* Central Board of Film Certification 
(CBFC) website will also provide new 
and upcoming updates. 

* CBFC is the statutory 
film-certification body under the 
Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting, Government of India. 


Maiden International Cruise 
Vessel ‘MV Empress’ 
Flagged-Off 


* Sarbananda Sonowal flagged off 
India’s first international cruise vessel 
- MV Empress on June 5, 2023. 

* Sarbananda Sonowal is Union 
Minister for Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways. 
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+ This is the launch of the International 
Cruise Tourism Terminal at Chennai 
puilt at 4 cost of & 17.21 crore. 

„ It is first cruise service between 
Chennai and Sri Lanka. . 

e It has opened a new chapter in the 


cruise tourism sector in the country. 


Three-member Panel 
Constituted to Probe Manipur 


Violence 

e The Centre established a 

Commission of Inquiry on June 5, 

3023 to investigate the violence in 
Manipur. 

e This Commission led by former Chief 
Justice of the Gauhati High Court, Ajai 
Lamba. 

The commission includes 

e retired IAS officer Himanshu 
Shekhar Das 

e retired IPS officer Aloka Prabhakar 
as members 

e The headquarters of the commission 
will be located in Imphal, Manipur. 

e The violence in Manipur, which 
began on May 3, 2023. 

* Jt resulted in numerous fatalities, 
injuries, and property damage. 


Araku Coffee and Black 
Pepper got Organic . 
Certification 


+ Araku Valley coffee and black pepper 


from Andhra Pradesh have received 
organic certification on June 3, 2023. 

* This will enable tribal farmers to 
command higher prices for their coffee 
and black pepper. 

¢ Jt was granted by the Agricultural 
and Processed Food Products Export 
Development Authority (APEDA). — 


© This certification covers coffee and — 


pepper crops grown in about 21104 . 
acres of land. 


| Cabinet Approved CITIIS 2.0 — 


Programme | 


| * The City Investments to Innovate, 


Integrate, and Sustain 2.0 (CITIIS 2.0) 


has been approved by the Union 


Cabinet on May 31, 2023, which is 
presided over by PM Narendra Modi. 


a The Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs (MoHUA) developed the CITIIS 
2.0 programme in collaboration with 
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* the French Development Agency 
(AFD) 

è Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau 
(KfW) 


* the European Union (BU) 


¢ the National Institute of Urban 
Affairs (NIUA) 


* The programme will run for a period 
of four years, starting from 2023 till 
2027. 


e CITIIS 2.0 aim is to provide support 
to selected projects that promote 

circular economy practices at the city 
level. l 


e It also aims to implement 
climate-oriented reform actions at the 
state level and strengthen institutions 
and disseminate knowledge at the 
national level. 


Approval for World’s 
Largest Food Storage 
Scheme 


The Indian government has approved a 
groundbreaking scheme worth z 1 lakh 
crore on May 31, 2023. 
It aimed at significantly expanding the 
foodgrain storage capacity in the 
cooperative sector. 

Information and Broadcasting 
Minister Anurag Singh Thakur has 
hailed this scheme as the ‘world’s 
largest foodgrain storage programme’ 
in the cooperative sector. 
To ensure the effective 
implementation of the scheme, an 
inter-ministerial committee will be 
established. 

The scheme is expected to-have 
several significant benefits for the 
agricultural sector and rural India as 
a whole. 


Inauguration of 

New Parliament House 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
officially inaugurated the new 
Parliament House on May 28, 2023. 
The New Parliament House is located 
in the Central Vista area of New Delhi. 
It has been designed to accommodate 
the growing size and needs of the 
Indian Parliament. 


- Features 


e The building has seating 
arrangements for 888 members of the 


Lok Sabha and 384 members of the 
Rajya Sabha. 

* It also includes six committ 
equipped with state-of-the-art 
audio-visual systems. 

* Covering an area of approximately 
65000 sq m, the new building has a 
triangular shape to optimise space 


ee rooms 


` utilisation. | 


* It is a four storied building 
constructed at an estimated cost of 

7 970 crore. oh: 

* The building was designed by 
Ahmedabad-based HCP Design, 
Planning and Management and 
constructed by Tata Projects 
Limited. 

¢ The new building is shaped like a 
triangle and is 10% smaller than the 
old building. 

e Bimal Patel is the chief architect of 
the building. : 

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi also 
installed ‘Sengol’ in a dedicated 
enclosure to the right of the Speaker’s : 


chair in the Lok Sabha chamber. 


SAMARTH Abhiyan Launched 
o Union Minister Giriraj Singh 
launched the SAMARTH campaign on 
May 28, 2023. | 
e It aim is to promote digital 
transactions at the Gram Panchayat 
level. The campaign aims to empower 
women and promote digital 
transactions in rural areas. 

e The campaign was launched in 
Lucknow as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav. 

e It is an initiative of the Ministry of 
Rural Development. 


President Droupadi Murmu 
Visited Jharkhand 

e The three-day Jharkhand tour of 
President Droupadi Murmu concluded 
on May 28, 2023. 

e She inaugurated the new building of 
the High Court at in Ranchi. 

e She attended the convocation - 
ceremony of IIT in Ranchi. 

* President addressed a convention of - 
women of selfhelp groups in Khunti. 

¢ President Droupadi Murmu paid 
obeisance at the Baba Baidyanath 
temple in Deoghar district. 
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Special Coin of ? 75 Launched 
* The Center launchad a new 275 coin 
ON May 28, 2023 to mark the 
mMauguration of the new Parliament. 

e The coin will be unveiled by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on May 28, 
2023 and coincides with the celebration 
Of 75 yearn of India’s Independence. 

> The obverse of this œin has the Lion 
Capital of Ashoka Pillar and the words 
“Satyamev Javate’ below it. 

* The coin also bears the inscription 
‘Bharat’ in Devanagari script on the 
left and ‘India’ in English on the right, 
* It displays the rupee symbol below 
the Lion Capital and the denomination 
Value of 75 in International Numerals. 


New Committee Formed to 
Oversee Cheetah Project 

* The National Tiger Conservation 
Authority (NTCA) set up an 

l l-member Cheetah Project Steering 
Committee on May 28, 2023. 

® The committee works under the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change. 

* Rajesh Gopal. general secretary of the 
Global Tiger Forum, has been appointed 
as the chairman of the committee. 

* The objective of the committee is to 
address the challenges and issues 
related to the Cheetah Translocation 
Project. 


Foundation Laid for Campus 
of National Academy of 
Coastal Policing 
¢ Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
laid the foundation stone for the 
permanent campus of the National 
Academy of Coastal Policing in 
Dwaraka (Gujarat) on May 21, 2023. 
* The academy aims to provide 
comprehensive training facilities to 
over three thousand security personnel 
annually. 
* Established in 2018, the National 
Academy of Coastal Policing is the first 
national academy dedicated to 
providing intensive training to marine 


police personnel: 

e It caters to the training needs of 
nine coastal states, five Union 
Territories, as well as the Central 
Police Forces. 
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National Capital Civil Services 
Authority Constituted 

* Centre promulgated an ordinance on 
May 19, 2023 to create a National 
Capital Civil Service Authority, 

* It will have the power to recommend 
the transfer and posting of all Group A 
officers serving in Delhi. 

e With a view to constitute this 
Authority for transfer of ‘Group-A’ 
officers of (DANICS’ Cadre, the Central 
government has issued this Ordinance. 
e ‘DANICS’ means Delhi 
Andaman-Nicobar, Lakshadweep, 
Daman and Diu, Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli (Civil) Services. 


International Museum 

Expo 2023 Organised 

. PM Narendra Modi inaugurated 
International Museum Expo 2023 at 
Pragati Maidan in New Delhi on 
May 18, 2023. 


ODi 


* During the inauguration of 
International Museum Expo 2023, PM 
Narendra Modi emphasized his 
government's commitment to 
safeguarding India’s heritage. 

è This three-day event aimed at 
showcasing India’s rich cultural 
heritage, promoting cross-cultural 
learning and understanding, and 
bridging the gap between economy 
and knowledge. 

e The International Museum Expo 
2023 is a first of its kind historic event, 
featuring new technology and 
initiatives for museums. 


Supreme Court Uphold Tamil 
Nadu Law Allowing Jallikattu 
* The Supreme Court on May 18, 2023 
upheld the validity of a Tamil Nadu 
law that allowed Jallikattu, a 
bull-fighting sport. 

* Supreme Court has upheld the 
constitutional validity of the 
amendment made by the Tamil Nadu 
government to the Central Cruelty to 
Animals Act, 1960. 


e The SC held that these rules by the 
states did not violate the Constitution 
and the Supreme Court's 2014 
judgment banning Jallikattu, 

® Jallikattu is a traditional sport 
especially popular in Tamil Nadu. 

* In this sport, a wild bull is released 
into a crowd of people, and the 
participants try to catch the bull’s 
hump and ride it for as long as possible | 
or try to bring it under control. 


12 Cr Tap Water Connections 
under Jal Jeevan Mission 

e The Jal Jeevan Mission has achieved 
a significant milestone by providing 12) 
crore tap water connections across the 
country on May 16, 2023. 

e The Jal Jeevan Mission is a flagship 
programme launched by the 
government of India. 

e This achievement marks a major step 
towards ensuring access to clean 
drinking water for every household. 

e Himachal Pradesh at 98.35%, 
followed by Bihar at 96.05%, are also 
set to achieve saturation in the near 
future. 

e 5 states (Goa, Telangana, Haryana, 
Gujarat and Punjab) have reported 
100% coverage. 

¢ 3 Union Territories (Puducherry, 
Daman and Diu and Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli and Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands) have reported 100% coverage. 


Government Launched 
Sanchar Saathi to Block and 
Trace Lost Mobile Phones 
¢ The Union Minister of 
Communications, Railways and 
Electronics & IT launched the Sanchar 
Saathi portal on May 16, 2023. 
e Aim of it is to empower mobile 
subscribers, strengthen their security 
and increase awareness about citizen- 
centric initiatives of the Government. 
e It allows citizens to : 
e check the connections registered on 
their names 
* report fraudulent or unrequired 
connections 
e block the mobile phones which are 
stolen/lost 
e check IMEI genuineness before 
buying a mobile phone 
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ar Saathi Portal aims to 
„wer mobile phone users by 
emp’, ing essential services. 
rovit ce Saathi Portal is an initiative 
d ae d by the Department of 
ev 


Teleco m. 


ghoal Joined Global 
Movement on SDGs Te 

. Bhopal became the first city in India 
o ado) pt the localisation of the United 
kanons Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG) on May 13, 2023. 

e India's Bhopal city has conducted 
India’s first city-level Voluntary Local 
Review” (VLR) of the SDGs. 

* Bhopal launched ‘Agenda for Action 
. Susta inable Urban Transformation in 
Bhopal ’. 

e It wcis unveiled by Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan. 
e A VLR is a powerful tool that enables 
cities a.nd regions to localise the SDGs 
and report their progress towards 
achieving them. 
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India's First Reading Lounge 
in Vairanasi 
e The [al Bahadur Shastri 


- Interna tional (LBSI) Airport, Varanasi 


has bec ome the first in India to have a 
reading. lounge on May 10, 2023. 


¢ The hounge’s library has a collection 
of literziture and books in many 
interna tional languages besides books 
of youtla authors published under 
Prime ]\Ainister Yuva Yojana. 

* The Varanasi airport has become the 


first airiport in the country to have a 
free rea ding lounge. 


Gl Launched E-filing 2.0 
= © Chief: Justice of India (CJI) DY 


Chandi-achud launched ‘E-filing 2.0’ 


- on May 8, 2023. ‘E-filing 2.0’ will 


allow lawyers to file cases online 
24x7. i: 

* The chief justice, who has been 
advocating for e-courts and e-filing of 
Cases across the country, also 
Maugutated an ‘e-Sewa Kendra’ on > 
the ape:x court’s premises. | 
* One can walk in the ‘e-sewa kendra’ 
to not only file cases through the 
€-filing software but also avail other 
services to know case status from any 
court ox: tribunal across the country. 
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* Cases are being filed in the top court 
and several other courts through 
e-filing modes. 


24th National Youth 
Parliament Competition 2023 
Winners Announced 

¢ The 24th National Youth Parliament 
Competition for Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalayas held its Prize Distribution 
Function at the Parliament House 
Complex in New Delhi on May 4, 2023. 
e The Union Minister of State for 
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs and 
Culture Arjun Ram Meghwal presided 
over the function. 


¢ The students of Jawahar Navodaya 


Vidyalaya, Nadia, West. Bengal (Patna 


Region) stood first in this Competition 
2022-23 for Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalayas. 

e For 26 years, the Ministry of 
Parliamentary Affairs has been 
conducting Youth Parliament 
Competitions in Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalayas. 


Pradhan Mantri National 
Apprenticeship. Mela 


Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) organised 
the Pradhan Mantri National 
Apprenticeship Mela (PMNAM) on 

May 8, 2023, in 200 districts across the 
country. 


Several local businesses and 
organisations have been invited in 
Apprenticeship Fair to provide 
relevant apprenticeship training 
opportunities to local youth.. 


The candidates who are Class 5 to 
Class 12 pass outs or have skill 
training certificates or are ITI or 
Diploma holders or graduates can 
apply in this apprenticeship mela. 
Apprenticeship fairs are organised 
across the country on the second 
Monday of every month. 


All States to Celebrate — 
Statehood Days of Other States 
e The government has decided that all 
the states shall celebrate not only their 
own statehood day but also the 
statehood days of other states in order 


to promote ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat’. 
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* Therefore, from now onwards, Raj 
Bhawans across the nation will 
commemorate statehood days of all 
the states. 


* Gujarat and Maharashtra were 
celebrated their statehood days on 
May 1, 2023. 

* States and Union territories are 
celebrating statehood day of Gujarat 


and Maharashtra in their respective 
Raj Bhawans. 


“Best Practices in Social 
Sector : A Compendium, 
2023” Released 


* NITI Aayog collaborated with UNDP 
to release the “Best Practices in Social 
Sector : A Compendium, 2023” on 
May 1, 2023. i 

¢ The aim is to highlight replicable, 
sustainable, and impactful models for 
enhancing grassroots quality of life 
and serve as a handbook for future 
scale-up. 

e In commemoration of the 75th 
anniversary of Indian independence, 75 
case studies across 14 key social sectors 
are provided by this compendium. 


e The compendium’s case studies were 


obtained from every Indian state and 


union territory, as well as from 
30 government ministries and 
departments. 


100th Episode of Mann ki Baat 


- @ Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 


monthly radio programme ‘Mann ki 
Baat’ reached a significant milestone on 
‘April 30, 2023, with the broadcast of its 
100th episode. 


* The programme, which started in 
October 2014, has become an essential 
component of the Indian government’s 
outreach programme. 

¢ He has addressed various social l 
groups, including women, youth, and 
farmers. 

To celebrate the 100th episode of 
‘Mann ki Baat’, the Union Ministry of 
Tourism has planned ‘100 days of 
action’ through its Yuva Tourism Clubs. 


‘City Beauty Competition’ 
Launched 

* The ‘City Beauty Competition’ portal, 
launched by the Housing and Urban 
Affairs Ministry on April 28, 2023, has 
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been made live. Urban Local Bodies 
across the country can participate in 
the competition through an online 
process at 
www.citybeautycompetition.in. 


e This competition is to encourage and 
recognise the transformational efforts 
made by cities and wards across the 
country to create beautiful, innovative 
and inclusive public spaces. 


* The competition would promote 
heritage and culture, sustainable 
communities and ecological 
conservation and would also: 


encourage peer learning among states 
and cities. 


PM Modi Launched 
91 FM Transmitters 
* PM Narendra Modi virtually 
commissioned 91 FM Transmitters of 
capacity of 100 Watt at Diphu in Karbi 
Anglong district of Assam on April 28, 
2023. l 
e Priority has been given to Left Wing 
Extremism affected areas, aspirational 
districts and border areas of the country 
for setting up new transmitters. 
The transmitter will act as a vehicle 
to convey information about programs 
and policies of the government as well 
as entertainment content to every 
nook and corner of the country. 


‘Millets Experience Centre’ 
Launched at Dilli Haat 
¢ Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh 
Tomar launched the first of its kind 
“Millets Experience Centre (MEC)’ at 
Dilli Haat in New Delhi on April 28, . 
2023. 
e India has an important role to play 
in the celebration of the International 
Year of Millets 2023. 
e India is poised to become a ‘Global 
Hub’ for Millets and setting-up of 
MEC is a major step in that direction. 


¢ The United Nations General 
Assembly has declared the year 2023 
as the International Year of Millets 
(IYM 2023). . 


National Medical Devices 


Policy 2023 

The Union Cabinet approved the 
National Medical Devices Policy, 2023 
on April 25, 2023. The policy aims to 


bring the medical device sector on an 
accelerated path of growth with a 
patient-centric approach to meet the 
growing healthcare needs of the 
patients. 

Vision 

* Accelerated growth path with a 
patient-centric approach and to 
emerge as the global leader in the 
manufacturing and innovation of 
medical devices by achieving 10-12% 
share in the expanding global market 
over the next 25 years. 


Mission | 

e Policy lays down a roadmap for 
accelerated growth of the medical ° 
devices sector to achieve the following 
missions viz, Access & Universality, 
Affordability, Quality, Patient Centred 
& Quality Care, Preventive & Promotive 
Health, Security, Research’and 
Innovation and Skilled manpower. 


Technology Arm of 
Shipping Ministry Inaugurated 
e Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurated 
the National Technology Centre for 
Ports, Waterways & Coasts (NTCPWC) 
at the Discovery Campus of IIT-Madras 


on April 24, 2023. 


e The centre will enable Make in India 
tech solutions for the sector and propel 
overall growth. 

¢ The Discovery Campus was set-up in 
February 2018 on 163-acre area of the 
IIT-Madras, and is located at Thaiyur, 
about 36 km from the main campus at 
Guindy. i i 


-i Sarbananda Sonowal is the Union 


Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
Minister. 

First-ever Census of Water 
Bodies Across the Country 
* The Ministry of Jal Shakti has 


released the first-ever Census of Water 
Bodies on April 23, 2023. 
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* It has revealed that West Benga | has 
the highest number of water bodires in 
India, while Sikkim has the lowes t. 

¢ This census has been conducted. in 
convergence with the 6th Minor 
Irrigation Census under the Irriga tion 
Census scheme launched by the 
Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

* Andhra Pradesh has the highes t 
number of tanks, while Tamil Na: du 
has the highest number of lakes, as 
per the census. 

e Maharashtra is the leading stat e in 
implementing water conservation 
schemes, according to the census . 


z 100 Commemorative Coin 
for 100th Episode of 

‘Mann Ki Baat’ 

e The government of India issuec! a 
special commemorative 7 100 coin to 
mark the 100th episode of PM 
Narendra Modi’s monthly radio 
programme ‘Mann Ki Baat’ on 

April 21, 2023. 

e As per the notification issued by the 
government, only 7 100 coin will be 
minted. i 

¢ The coin will have a diameter of 

44 mm. 

e It will be made of four metals - — 
50% silver, 40% copper, 5% nickel, and 
5% zinc. 

+ The front of the coin will have the 
Ashoka Pillar and ‘Satyamev Jay ate’ 


‘written below it. 


¢ The coin’s reverse face will bezir the 
logo for the 100th episode of ‘Miann Ki 
Baat’, comprising an image of a 
microphone with sound waves and the 
year ‘2023’ written on it. 7 


India Becomes Most Populous 
Country 

e India has overtaken China as t he 
world's most populous country, © 
according to the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) data 
released on April 19, 2023. . 

e According to UN data, India's 
population is 142.86 crore while (China's 
population is 142.57 crore. It was. only 
three years ago that the UN Population 
Prospects (2019) projected that India 
will surpass China’s population ty 
2027. But it seems that the rate of 
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growth of India's population is faster 
than that of China, and the global 
agencies had to change their forecast 
significantly in three years. 

. According to a new report by the 
UNFPA, 25% of India’s population is 
between the age group of 0-14 years. 

» The population between the age 
group of 10-19 years is 18%. 

» The population in the age group of 
10-24 years is 26%. 

e The population in the age group of 
15-64 years is 68% and the population 
above 65 years is 7%. 

e According to experts, the 
demographics of India differ from 

state to state. 

* Kerala and Punjab have a large elderly 
population, while Bihar and Uttar 
Pradesh have a large youth population. 
* India has the largest percentage of 
the youth population between 15-24 
years. , 


SATHI Portal and Mobile App 
Launched 

* Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh 
Tomar launched the SATHI (Seed 
Traceability, Authentication and 
Holistic Inventory) Portal and Mobile 
App on April 19, 2023. 

e It aims is to deal with the challenges 
of seed production, quality seed 
identification, and seed certification. 

¢ It has been created by NIC in 
collaboration with the Union Ministry 
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare on 
the theme of ‘Best Seeds — Prosperous 
Farmer’. 

* SATHI portal is also an important 
step in this direction. When its use 
starts till the bottom, it will prove to 
be a revolutionary step in the field of 
agriculture. 


National Generic Document 
Registration System Adopted 
* The Ministry of Rural Development 
has said that 28 States and Union 
Territories have adopted the National 
Generic Document Registration System 
for Land Records. 

* As on April 18, 2023, the 
computerisation of the Record of 

Rights has been completed in over six 
lakh 22 thousand villages out of over 

ix lakh fifty-seven thousand villages. 
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* The Department of Land Resources 
is implementing the Digital India Land 
Records Modernisation Programme 
since 2016 as a Central Sector Scheme. 


Union Minister Launched 
‘YUVA PORTAL’ 


Union Minister for Science and 
Technology Dr. Jitendra Singh 
launched the Youth Portal in New 
Dethi on April 17, 2023. 

It aims to connect and identify 
potential youth start-ups. 

The event emphasises the need for 
broad-based participation from 
stakeholders in the industry for 
startups to remain sustainable. 
Each of the 37 CSIR (Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research) 
laboratories is dedicated to a 
different specialised area of work. 
The One Week - One Lab program will 
provide an opportunity to CSIR 
laboratories to showcase their work. 


Tamil Nadu’s Kambam 
Angoor got GI Tag 

* The GI tag was granted to Tamil 
Nadu’s famous Cumbum Paneer 
Thirachai, also known as Cumbum 
Grapes. 

+ The Cumbum Valley on the Western 


Ghats in Tamil Nadu is known as the 


‘Grape City of South India’, where 
Paneer Thirachai is cultivated. 

e Theni district Paneer Thirachai is one 
of the highest grape growing regions. 

e This variety, also known as Muscat 
Hamburg, is known for its rapid 
growth and early maturity. 


‘Sangathan Se Samriddhi’ 


Scheme Launched 


e Rural Development Minister Giriraj 
Singh launched the ‘Organisation to 
Prosperity’ campaign on April 18, 
2023. 

» It will empower marginal rural 
households by bringing all eligible rural 
women into Self Help Groups (SHGs). 
* The government is targeting to bring 
the existing 9 crore to 10 crore women 
under the ambit of SHGs. 

* The number of members, which was 
only 2.35 crore in May 2014, has now 
crossed nine crore. 


Madhya Pradesh Sehore’s 
Sharbati Wheat got GI Tag 

* Madhya Pradesh’s Sharbati wheat 
has been granted the Geographical 
Indication (GI) tag on April 11, 2023. 
* The state's Sehore district is the 
largest producer of this variety, which 
is considered the highest quality wheat 
in India. 

* Sharbati wheat is a regional variety 
of wheat grown in Sehore and Vidisha 
districts having golden sheen to the 
grains. 

* Fiber, protein and vitamins B and E 
are found in abundance in this whole 
wheat chapati. 

* Recently, several handicraft products 
of the state, including wrought iron 
crafts of Dindori, batik print of Ujjain, 
handmade carpet of Gwalior, etc were 
given GI tags. 


Gond Painting from Madhya 
Pradesh Received Gi Tag 

+ Gond painting of Madhya Pradesh 
has been granted the coveted 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag on 
April 11, 2023. 

* GI tag of the well-known Gond 
painting is acknowledging the work of 
tribal artists and will require approval 
from a committee for non-tribal artists 
to use the art. 

+ The GI Tag certifies that only the 
registered and authorised user is 
permitted to use the name of the 
popular product. 

¢ This tag is applied to a variety of 
goods, including food products, 
handicrafts, industrial items, 
agriculture products, and alcoholic 
beverages. 


‘Tulsi Ghat Restoration 
Project’ Launched 

* External Affairs Minister Dr. S. 
Jaishankar launched the ‘Tulsi Ghat 
Restoration Project’ of Varanasi, during 
his visit to Uganda’s Kampala on 

April 11, 2023. 

¢ Jaishankar, who is on a 3-day visit 
to Uganda, lauded the initiatives of 
Diaspora Friends of BJP-Uganda’s 
initiative to contribute to further 
beautifying the oldest living city in the 
world. 
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* Tulsi Ghat is one of the ghats in 
Varanasi. It is named after poet 
Tulsidas who lived there while he 
wrote the Ramcharitmanas and 
Hanuman Chalisa. 


PM Launched Multiple Projects 
in Three Southern States 

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi was 
on a two-day visit to three southern 
states of Telangana, Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka from April 7, 2023. 

* In Telangana, the Prime Minister 
dedicated to the nations the 
Secunderabad-Mahabubnagar 
electrification and doubling project. 


* In Tamil Nadu, the Prime Minister 
inaugurated the New Integrated 
Terminal Building Phase-I at the 
Chennai Airport. PM Modi also visited 
Bandipur National Park in Karnataka. 


Ladakh’s Wood Carving 

got Gi Tag 

* Exquisite Ladakh wood carvings 
have been granted the GI tag by the 
Department for Promotion of Industry 
and Internal Trade on April 7, 2023. 


* This is the first time in the history of 
GI registration that Jammu region has 
got GI tag for handicrafts. 
* Wood carving is a traditional art } 
form in the handicraft sector and is 
part of the five major areas of 
knowledge in the traditional education 
system of Ladakh. 

* The craft of Ladakh wood carving, 
also known as ‘Ladakh Shingskos’, is 

an integral part of the social and 

religious spheres of life. 


Government Approved Kirit 
Parikh Panel 
Recommendations 
* The government fixed Natural gas 
price at $ 7.92 per MMBTU (million 
British thermal units) for the rest of 
April on April 7, 2023. 
* It is fixed under the new pricing 
formula suggested by the Kirit Parekh 
Committee. 
e This price has been fixed on the 
basis of 10% of the average cost of 
imported crude oil. The new rates wil] 
bring down the prices of CNG and 
compressed natural gas (CNG) 
transported through pipelines. 
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First Edition of Dogri Version of 
Constitution of India Released 

* Union Minister Kiren Rijiju released 

the first edition of the Dogri version of 
the Constitution of India at University 
of Jammu on April 7, 2023. 


* Speaking during the event the 
Minister called the translated document 
very significant in dispensation of 
justice to common people. 


* He also remarked that although the 
task has been accomplished a bit late 
after enshrining Dogri language in the 
8th Schedule of the Constitution back 
in 2003. 

* He said that understanding law is 
essential in accessing justice by a 
common person and it can’t be done 
better than having it codified in one’s | 
mother tongue. 


Kerala Leads in GI Tags for 
Unique Local Products — 

* Kerala received the highest number 
of Geographical Indication (GI) tags 
for products among all states in India 
in the fiscal year 23 (FY23), 

* It is announced by the GI Registry 
on April 5, 2023. 

* Several products from Kerala have 
been recognised with the GI tag, 
includingAttappadi Attucombu avara 
(beans), Attappadi thuvara (red gram), 
Onattukara elu (sesame), Kanthalloor 
vattavada veluthulli (garlic), and 
Kodungallur pottuvellari (snap melon), 
* In the last financial year (FY22), 50 
products were selected for GI 
recognition, with Uttar Pradesh having 
the highest number of GI tags (seven), 
followed by Uttarakhand with six. 


Banarasi Paan among the 4 
Food Items to get GI Tag 

* Banarasi paan has been awarded the 
GI tag, which signifies its unique 
identity and origin on April 5, 2023. 


Three other foods from the Varanasj 
region, including Banarasi Langda 
Mango, Ramnagar Bhanta (Brinjal), 
and Adamchini rice, have also receiveg 
the GI tag. 

* Banarasi paan is a popular 
mouth-freshener made from betel 
leaves, betel nut, slaked lime and 
many other ingredients. 


* The inclusion of these four products 
takes the total number of Gl-tagged 
products from the Kashi region alone 
to 22. 


Bihar’s Aromatic ‘Marcha 
Rice’ got GI Tag 
¢ The Mircha rice variety from West 
Champaran district of Bihar has , 
recently been granted the GI tag on 
April 5, 2023. 
¢ The grains of this rice are similar in 
size and shape to black pepper, which 
is why it is called Mircha or Marcha 
rice. 
e The rice is also famous for its ability f 
to produce aromatic chura (rice 
flakes). 
e When cooked, the rice is fluffy, 
non-sticky, and sweet with a pleasant 
aroma resembling that of popcorn. 
* Other agriculture and horticulture 
products from Bihar that have received G] 
tags include 
* Zardalu mango 
* Katarni rice of Bhagalpur : 
* Shahi litchi of Muzaffarpur ; 
* Makhana of Mithila 


* Magahi paan of Magadh region 
SWAYAM Portal Launched 


* The Education Ministry announced 
on April 5, 2023 under the New 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 it has 
fixed a target of 50 % Gross Enrolment} 
Ratio in Higher Education by 2035, 
* In a written reply in Rajya Sabha, 
Minister of State for Education Dr, - 


Subhash Sarkar informed about 
SWAYAM portal. 


° Aim to achieve this significant target 
various steps are being taken like new | 
regulations for open and distance 

learning programmes to augment the 
accessibility of Higher Education. 

* The Information Communication | 
and Technology (ICT) based SWAYAM | 
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portal has been launched to reach out 
to people and allow them to secure 
good quality education. 


Chhattisgarh’s Nagri Dubraj 
Rice Variety got GI Tag 

e The Geographical Indications 
Registry has granted GI tag to Nagari 
Dubraj, a fragrant rice from 
Chhattisgarh on April 4, 2023, to give a 
unique identity to the brand. 

e The Morena and Rewa Mango (both 
Madhya Pradesh) have also been given 
the Geographical Indication (GI) Tag. 
e The origin of Dubraj is believed to be 
from Shringi Rishi Ashram area of 
Sihawa. 

e The rice is of local variety and its 
‘grains are small, the rice is very soft to 
eat after cooking. . 


CBI's Diamond 

- Jubilee Celebrations 

* PM Narendra Modi inaugurated the 
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
on April 3, 2023 at Vigyan Bhawan, 
New Delhi. bie 


e A investiture ceremony was also held 


for the recipients of the President’s 


Police Medal for Distinguished Service | 


and the Gold Medal for Best © 
Investigating Officers of the CBI. ° 


* The PM also inaugurated the newly 
constructed office complexes of the 
CBI in Shillong, Pune and Nagpur. 


* He released a postage stamp and a 
commemorative coin marking the 
diamond jubilee celebration year of 
the CBI. He also launched the agency’ S 
Twitter handle. 


Geographical Indication Tags 
to 33 New Products 

* India having a diverse culture is 
home to various arts and crafts 
mastered by many generations over 
the years on April 1, 2023. 

* In a testament to India's rich 
cultural heritage, the country has 
reached the highest-ever GI _ 
registrations in 2022-23 by completing 
33 new GI registrations. 

e Geographical Indications are part of 
our collective and intellectual heritage 
that needs to be protected and 
promoted. 
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* The top 5 states holding maximum 
number of GIs are Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka and 
Kerala. 


AAP got the Status of 
National Party 


* The Election Commission of India 
has granted national party status to 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on 
April 10, 2023. 


¢ The Election Commission has 
withdrawn the national party status of 
Sharad Pawar’s party NCP, CPI and 
Trinamool Congress (TMC). 


¢ In Uttar Pradesh, the Rashtriya Lok 
Dal (RLD) has also been withdrawn as 
a state party. 


¢ Right now, there are only six national 
parties in the country : 

e Indian National Congress (INC) 

e Communist Party of India (Marxist) 

(CPI-M) 

e Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

e Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 

e National People’s Party (NPP) 

e Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 


App of National Logistics 
Portal Launched 


Minister for Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal 
launched the App Version of National 
Logistics Portal (Marine) Sagar-Setu in 
New Delhi on March 31, 2023. 


The app has been envisaged with 
deliverables covering features like a 
Login Module, Common Application 
Format, Letter of Credit, Bank 
Guarantee, Certification, and Track 
and Trace, etc. 


it will provide real-time information 
on activities that are generally not 
within reach of the importer, 
exporter, and customs broker. 


AIM Launched 
Three New Resources 
e Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI 


_ Aayog launched three new resources 


aimed at fostering innovation and | 
creativity BODE. India’s youth on 
March 31, 2023.) 

e The launch event introduced the ATL 
Tinkering Curriculum, Equipment 


. Manual, and the Calendar of Activities 


for 2023-24. 


* The ATL Tinkering Curriculum is a 
structured learning pathway designed 
to help students develop and hone 
their innovation skills. 


Kangra Tea got European 

GI Tag 

* The European Connnission (EC) has 
granted Protected Geographical 
Indication (PGI) status to Kangra tea 
on March 30, 2023. 

* It is a unique variety of tea grown in 
the Kangra district of Himachal 
Pradesh in India. 


e According to the notification issued 
by the Election Commission on 
March 22, the PGI status will be 
effective from April 11, 2023. 


e It will help protect the authenticity 
and quality of Kangra tea in the 
European market. 


PM Launched Various 
Projects at Varanasi 

e The Prime Minister Narendre Modi 
laid the foundation stone of the 
Passenger Ropeway from Varanasi 
Cantt Station to Godaulia on 

March 24, 2023. 

e The PM also laid the foundation 
stone of a55 MLD sewage treatment 
plant at Bhagwanpur under the 
Namami Gange scheme. It will be built 
at a cost of over % 300 crore. 


è Under the Khelo India scheme, the 
foundation stone for Phase 2 and 3 of 
the redevelopments works of Sigra 
Stadium was laid by the Prime 
Minister. 

è The Prime Minister also laid the 
foundation stone of an LPG bottling 
plant at Iswar village in Sewapuri. 


Committee to Monitor 

Tur Stock 

¢ The Department of Consumer Affairs 
on March 27, 2023 constituted a 
committee to monitor the stock of Tur 
(Arhar) held by importers, millers, 
traders, and other such entities. 

e This committee has been constituted 
under the chairmanship of Nidhi - 
Khare, Additional Secretary in the 
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food 


-. and Public Distribution. A committee 


will monitor the stock of Arhar in 
coordination with State governments. 
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Real-time Performance 
Monitoring Dashboard | 
‘Sagar Manthan’ Launched 
* The real-time Performance 
Monitoring dashboard of the Ministry 
of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, 
known as ‘Sagar Manthan’ launched 
on March 23, 2023. 
* Sagar Manthan was inaugurated by 
the Union Minister for Ports, Shipping 
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e The decision was taken following 
reports that traders were not selling 
the pigeon pea stock in the market 
despite a good quantity of imports. 


First Decision on Bail with the 
Help of ChatGPT 

e For the first time in the country, the 
decision on bail in the case of ‘murder’ 
with the help of ChatGPT on 

March 27, 2023. The Punjab and 
Haryana High Court used Artificial 
Intelligence based ChatGPT during the 
hearing of the bail plea in the murde 
case. 


e Justice Anoop Chitkara used 
ChatGPT to assess the worldwide 
outlook on bail in a murder case. 


* He asked AI tool ChatGPT “What is 
the jurisprudence on bail when the 
assailants brutally attack?” 

+ ChatGPT then offered a 
comprehensive three- paragraph reply 
on bail jurisprudence in such cases. 

* Thereafter, the court refused the bail 
and dismissed the petition. 


New ITU Area Office and 
Innovation Centre Inaugurated 
¢ The Prime Minister of India, 
Narendra Modi, inaugurated the . 
International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU) Area Office and 
Innovation Centre in New Delhi on 
March 22, 2023. 
+ He also launched the Bharat 6G 
Vision Document, as well as the 6G 
Research and Development Test Bed 
and the Call Before U dig App. 
e ITU is a specialised agency of the 
United Nations for information and 
communication technologies. 
¢ ITU has its headquarters in Geneva 
and operates a vast network of 
regional, field, and area offices. 


Real-time Performance 

Monitoring Dashboard 
‘Sagar Manthan’ Launched 

e The real-time performance 
monitoring dashboard of the Ministry 
of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, 
known as ‘Sagar Manthan’ launched 
on March 23, 2023. l 
¢ Sagar Manthan was inaugurated by 
the Union Minister for Ports, Shipping 
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and Waterways and AYUSH, 
Sarbananda Sonowal. 


e ‘Sagar Manthan’ is a digital platform 
designed to hold all the integrated 


data related to the Ministry and other 
subsidiaries, 


* This is a step towards digitisation 
and transparency in the maritim 
transport sector. dee 


* The platform was developed 
internally under the guidance of 
Sudhanshu Pant, Secretary, MoPSW 
and was efficiently completed in less 
than 1.5 months. 


” 


‘Call Before u Dig’ 

App Launched 

* The Prime Minister launched the ‘Call 
Before u Dig’ (CBuD) app on March 22, 
2023, to tackle Uncoordinated digging 
and excavation: ` 


CALL 


BEFORE YOU 


* The mobile application is an 
initiative of the Department of 
Telecom, Ministry of Communications. 


e It aims to prevent damage to 
underlying assets such as optical fiber 


cables, which is caused by unorganised . 


quarrying and mining, which leads to 
a loss of about % 3000 crore every year. 
¢ The App will save potential business 
loss and minimise discomfort to the 
citizens due to reduced disruption in 
essential services like road, telecom, 
water, gas and electricity. 


BCI Allowed Foreign Lawyers 
* The Bar Council of India (BCI) 
clarified on March 19, 2023 that the 
foreign lawyers or law firms in India 
will be restricted to advise clients on 
foreign laws and international laws. 

¢ The Bar Council of India (BCI) has 
permitted foreign lawyers and law 
firms to practice in India, but on a 
reciprocal basis and in restricted, 
non-litigious areas. ° 

* They shall be allowed to practice on 
transactional work/corporate work 
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such as joint ventures, mergers and 
acquisitions, intellectual property 
matters etc on a reciprocal basis. 

* BCI is a statutory body governing ` 
law practice in the country. 


Camel Product Processing 
Utilisation & Training Wing 
Inaugurated 

+ Union Minister Parshottam Rupala 
inaugurated the ‘Camel Product 
Processing Utilisation & Training 
Wing’ at the ICAR center, Bikaner on 
March 5, 2023. 

* Upgraded to National Research 
Center on Camel (NRCC) on 
September 20, 1995. 

e Product Processing Utilisation and 
Training Wing has been inaugurated to 
explore the immense opportunities in 
the camel product processing sector. 

e ICAR-Bikaner is an autonomous 
organisation under the Department of 
Agricultural Research and Education, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare. 


Supreme Court Set-up Expert 
Panel to Probe Adani Issue 

¢ The Supreme Court on March 2, 
2023 constituted an expert panel to 
probe the regulatory failure on the 
Adani issue. 


* The committee will be headed by 
former Supreme Court judge AM Sapre. 


* The expert committee's members are 
* former SBI chairman OP Bhatt 
* Justice JP Devadhar (retired) 
e veteran banker KV Kamath 
* Infosys co-founder Nandan Nilekani 
_ © Advocate Somasekhar Sundaresan 
e Panel will investigate any regulatory 


failure in dealing with the alleged 


breaking of rules by the Adani Group 
of companies. 


Portal for Complaints against 
Decisions of Social 

Media Platforms 

* The Indian Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology has 
launched a new portal called Grievance 
Appellate Committee (GAC) under the 
IT Rules 2021 on February 28, 2023. 

* The portal will allow individuals who 
‘are dissatisfied with social media 
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companies’ content takedown requests 
to be heard by 1 of the 3 committees 
constituted by the government. 

e This marks a significant shift in how 
social media content is moderated in 
India. 

e The decision of the Committees will 
be final, and the IT Rules require 
companies to comply with their orders. 


CJi Launched 

‘Neutral Citations’ 

e Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud announced that the 
Supreme Court will adopt a ‘neutral 
citation system’ for its judgments on 
February 23, 2023. 

e It aim is to ensure a uniform pattern 
of citing its decisions. 

e The Chief Justice hoped that the 
High Courts would also follow the 
neutral citation for their judgements. 

e The Delhi, Kerala and Madras High 
Courts have already introduced neutral 
citations. 

e A neutral citation would mean that 
the court would provide its own 
citation, separate from that provided 
by traditional law reporters. 


World’s Largest and 

Unique Divyang Park in India 
e Union Minister Nitin Gadkari laid 
the Foundation Stone of the world’s 
largest and unique Divyang Park — 
Anubhuti Inclusive Park in Nagpur 
(Maharashtra) on February 20, 2022. 

* This park is being developed keeping 
in mind the vision of Prime Minister- 
Narendra Modi to build an inclusive 
society. | 

* Instead of sympathy, this park will 
show empathy, hence this park has 
been named Anubhuti Divyang Park. 

* Anubhuti Inclusive Park is being built 
for disabled children and common 
citizens in Pardi campus of Nagpur. 


Government Launched 
‘mPassport Police App’ 

* The Ministry of External Affairs has 
launched a new app, the ‘mPassport 
Police App’ on February 17, 2023. It 
aims is to help expedite passport 
issuance by streamlining the police 
verification process. 
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* The app will allow police personnel 
to submit digital and paperless 
verification reports through mobile 
tablets, reducing verification time from 
15 to 5 days. 


* The app has been launched for the 
Delhi Police jurisdiction, as the govt. 
seeks to improve citizen services and 
make passport issuance easier, 


Cabinet Approved 
Construction of 
Shinku La Tunnel 


The Union Cabinet approved the 
construction of the 4.1 km Shinkun La 
tunnel on the Nimu-Padam-Darcha 
road link on February 15, 2023. 


It aims to provide all-weather 
connectivity to the border areas of 
Ladakh. The tunnel will be completed 
by December 2025 at a cost of = 1681 
crore. The Shinku-La tunnel will be 
constructed over the Shinku La Pass 
at a height of 16580 feet. 


Mission Antyodaya 
Survey 2022-23. 


e Rural Development and Panchayati 


Raj Minister Giriraj Singh inaugurated © 


the Mission Antyodaya Survey (MAS) . 
2022-23 in New Delhi on Feb. 9, 2023. 
e The purpose of this survey is to 
transform lives and livelihoods of 


people to measurable outcomés through. 


convergence of various schemes. 


e The survey aims to lend support to 
the process of participatory planning 
for the Gram Panchayat Development 
Plan which will improve AMF agrges at 
the local level. | 


¢ The Rural Development Department 
is conducting the Mission Antyodaya 
survey in all the Gram Panchayats of 
the country from 2017-18. ` 


‘Khanan Prahari’ Mobile 
App Launched 


* The government launched a mobile 


: app namely ‘Khanan Prahari’ and a 


web app Coal Mine Surveillance and 
Management System (CMSMS) on 
February 13, 2023. | 

¢ It has been launched to report — 
unauthorised coal mining activities so 
that monitoring and appropriate action 
can be taken by the concerned law and 


order enforcing authority. CMSMS has 
been developed to take transparent 
action to curb illegal mining and use of 
space technology as an e-governance 
initiative of Government of India. 


PM Flagged-off Two Vande | 
Bharat Trains in Mumbai 

¢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
flagged-off two new Vande Bharat _ 
trains from Mumbai on Feb. 10, 2023. 
+ PM Modi first flagged-off the 
Mumbai-Solapur Vande Bharat 
Express from Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj Terminus (CSMT). 

e Later, he flagged-off the second 
Vande Bharat Express train connecting 
Mumbai to the temple town of 
Sainagar Shirdi in Ahmednagar. 

* The first Vande Bharat Express was 
launched by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on February 15, 2019. 


‘Yuva Sangam Portal’ 


Launched 


¢ ‘Yuva Sangam Portal’ launched at 
Indira Gandhi Kala Kendra, Delhi by 
Education Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan on February 7, 2023. 

e The Ministry of Education has 
launched a pilot project with the Yuva 
Sangam portal under Ek Bharat- 
Shreshtha Bharat. | 

e. Under the project, 1000 youth in the 
age group of 18 to 30 years (300 from 
North-East) will be sent to youth 
exchange programmes in the 
North-East and other states of the 
country. 


Visit India Year 2023 
Initiative Launched 

e Tourism Minister G. Kishan Reddy 
launched the Visit India Year-2023 
initiative in New Delhi on January 31, 


` 2023 and also unveiled its logo. 


e The Tourism Minister also 
unveiled the logo of the campaign 
which is inspired by the i image of 
‘Namaste’. 


* The logo represents India as a 
microcosm of countless stories. 


e It imbibes the philosophy of ‘Atithi 
Devo Bhava’ along with the heritage of 
India to the art of cooking divine food 
and our rich wildlife. , 
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India’s First Model G20 
Summit Inaugurated 

e India’s G20 Sherpa Amitabh Kant 
inaugurated India’s first Model G20 
Summit on January 30, 2023. 

e It is organised by Rambhau Mhalgi 
Prabodhini’s Indian Institute of 
Democratic Leadership. 


e The two-day model G20 summit has 
been organised at the Uttan campus of 
Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini near 
Mumbai. 


e Its aim is to celebrate India's 
chairmanship and to take the idea of 
G20 to the youth. 


* A total of 150 youth from across the 
country participated in the 
programme. 


India Elected as Vice-Chair at 
the 12th Session of ITWG 
+ In the 12th Session of the 
Intergovernmental Technical Working 
Group (ITWG) on Animal Genetic — 
Resources (AnGR) India was elected as 
Vice-Chair on January 29, 2023. 
e Dr. BN Tripathi, Deputy Director 
General (Animal Sciences), ICAR, and 
the National Coordinator, Vice-Chaired 
: the Session and also act as Rapporteur. 
* The 12th Session of the 
Intergovernmental Technical Working 
Group (ITWG) on Animal Genetic 
Resources was held in Rome ftom 
January 18 to 20th, 2023. _ 
e In this session of ITWG, . ei 
implementation of the Global Plan of - 
Action for Animal Genetic Resources, 
monitoring of AnGR diversity and 
preparing the 3rd Country Report _ 
reviewed. avitsivin 


- PM Modi Released 
Special = 75 Coins | 

.Ħ PM Narendra Modi released special 
z 75 coins on the occasion of 
completion of 75 years of National ` 
Cadet Corps (NCC) at the Delhi NCC 
Event on January 28, 2023. ; 
e At the Cariappa Ground in Delhi, the 


NCC rally was conducted to mark the | 


75th anniversary. 

e Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and 
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) of India 
‘Lt. Gen Anil Chauhan were also 
present at the Delhi NCC event. 
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+ The Yuva Shakti of India is what is 
propelling the nation’s progress, 
according to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who made the statement at the 
NCC rally. , 


Delhi’s Mughal Gardens 
Renamed as ‘Amrit Udyan’ 

* The Central government on 

January 28, 2023 renamed the Mughal 
Gardens in New Delhi's Rashtrapati 
Bhavan as ‘Amrit Udyan’. 


e On the occasion of ‘Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav’, the President of India has 
given a common name to Rashtrapati 
Bhavan Gardens as Amrit Udyan. 


e Rashtrapati Bhavan has a rich 
variety of gardens. Basically, they.. 
include East Lawn, Central Lawn, Long 
Garden and Circular Garden. 

* The Mughal Gardens were designed 
by Edwin Lutyens in 1917, and the 
first saplings were planted in 1928-29. 


_ 74th Republic Day Celebrations 


India celebrated its 74th Republic Day 
on 26 January, 2023. This year’s parade 
was special with many-events taking 
place for the first time. | 
Programmes organised for the first time in 
74th Republic Day Parade 
e This was the first Republic Day 
celebrations hosted at the ceremonial 


` boulevard after Rajpath was. renamed 


to Kartavya Path last year (2022). 
e For the first time, 12 women riders 


. Were part of the Border Security 


Force’s (BSF) camel contingent 
and’ 16 march contingents of the _ 
armed forces. . 

e Nine Rafale aircrafts and the 
Navy’s IL-38 participated in the air 
show for the first time. 

e A military contingent from the 
Egyptian Army also participated in the 
Republic Day parade for the first time. 


e During the Beating Retreat 
Ceremony 2023, 3-D anamorphic 
projection was held for the first time 
on the façade of North and South 
Block. 


* Egypt's President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi was the Chief Guest at India 
Republic Day 2023 celebrations. 

e This is the first time the Arab 
Republic of Egypt joined the 
celebration of India Republic Day. 


Awards 

* Best Marching Squad The Punjab 
Regiment has received the award for 
the best marching contingent in all the 
three services. 

e Best Marching Team The best 
marching contingent award went to 
the marching contingent of the 
Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF). 

e Best Tableaux in Ministries and 
Departments The tableau of the 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs (Eklavya 
Model Residential School, EMRS) was 
adjudged best among ministries and 
departments. 

¢ Special Award The special award 
was given to the ‘Biodiversity 
Conservation and Vande Bharatam' 
dance group of the Central Public 
Works Department. 


21 Andaman Islands 

Named after Param 

Vir Chakra Awardees 

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Monday named the 21 largest 
unnamed islands of the Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands after 21 Param Vir 
Chakra awardees. 


* Modi participated in the ceremony 


re 


through video conference and unveiled 


a model of the national memorial 
dedicated to Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose. 
* The 21 Param Vir Chakra winners 
named after these islands are :. 
* Major Somnath Sharma 
* Subedar and Honorary Captain (then 
_ Lance Naik) Karam Singh, MM 
_* Second Lieutenant Ram Raghoba 
Rane 
* Naik Jadunath Singh 
* Company Havildar Major Piru Singh 
e Capt GS Salaria - 


} 
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e Lieutenant Colonel (then Major) 
Dhan Singh Thapa 

e Subedar Joginder Singh 

e Major Shaitan Singh 

e CQMH Abdul Hameed 

e Lt. Col. Ardeshir Burjorji Tarapore 
e Lance Naik Albert Ekka 

e Major Hoshiar Singh 

e Second Lieutenant Arun Khetrapal 
e Flying Officer Nirmaljit Singh 
Sekhon 

e Major Ramaswamy Parameswaran 
e Naib Subedar Bana Singh 

e Captain Vikram Batra 

e Lieutenant Manoj Kumar Pandey 
e Subedar Major (then Rifleman) 
Sanjay Kumar 

e Subedar Major Retd (Honorary 
Captain) Grenadier Yogendra Singh 
Yadav 


World’s Longest River Cruise 
- MV Ganga Vilas 

. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
flagged-off the world’s longest river 
cruise, MV Ganga Vilas, and 
inaugurated the Tent City in Varanasi 
via video conference on Jan. 13, 2023. 
e MV Ganga Vilas has three decks 
with all luxury amenities, 18 suites 
with a capacity of 36 tourists. In the 
first trip, 32 tourists from Switzerland 
are going for the entire journey. 

e MV Ganga Vilas travel about 3200 km 
in 51 days to reach Dibrugarh in Assam 
via Bangladesh, crossing 27 river 
systems in India and Bangladesh. 

e For the complete 51 days, the cruise 
ticket will cost more than 7 12.59 lakh 
($ 15300) and per day per person 
charge is 7 24692.25 ($ 300). 


SC Removed Condition of 
Magistrate’s Approval for 
Living Will 


* The SC agreed for removing a clause 


that mandated approval of a 


magistrate for withdrawal of life 
support to a terminally-ill person by 
way of a ‘living will’ on January 24, 
2023. 

* The 5-judge bench of Justices KM 7 
Joseph, CT Ravikumar, Ajay Rastogi, 
Aniruddha Bose and Hrishikesh Roy 
agreed for empowering the executor of 
the living will to sign the document. 
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* The court’s order came in a plea filed 
by the Indian Council for Critical Care 
Medicine, seeking modification of the 
guidelines for the living will (or the 
advance medical directive). 


* It was filed on account of problems 


being faced by people who wanted to 
get the ‘living will’ registered. 


Government Declared 
TRE as a Terrorist 
Organisation 


Centre has declared The Resistance 
Front (TRF) as a terrorist organisation 
under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, UAPA on Jan. 5, 2023. 
TRF is recruiting youth through online 
mediums for the furtherance of 
terrorist activities. — 

The TRF came into existence in 2019 
as a proxy outfit of the 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, a proscribed 
terrorist organisation. 

The organisation had been involved in 
carrying out propaganda on terror 
activities and smuggling of weapons 
and narcotics from Pakistan into 
Jammu and Kashmir. 


DoT Infrastructure Safety 
Rules 2022 Formulated 

e Department of Telecommunications 
(DoT) under the Ministry of 
Communications has formulated the 
Indian Telegraph (Infrastructure 
Safety) Rules 2022 on January 6, 2023. 
e Under the Rules, any person who 
wishes to exercise a legal right to dig 
or excavate any property which is 
likely to cause damage to a telegraph 
infrastructure must give notice. 


e The person digging or excavating 


‘shall take appropriate action on 


precautionary measures provided by 
the licensee. } 

e Any person, who has dug or 
excavated any property causing 
damage to a telegraph infrastructure, 
will be liable to pay the damage 
charges to the telegraph authority. 

e The advantage of these rules for the 
Government- Central and State/UTs is 
that many utilities can be saved from 
unwanted cuts and wasteful costs 
towards restoration. 


India took over Leadership of 
the Asian Pacific Postal Union 
e India has taken over the leadership 
of the Asia Pacific Postal Union 
(APPU) on January 3, 2023. 

* Dr. Vinaya Prakash Singh will take 
over the charge of Secretary General of 
the Union for a tenure of 4 years. 

* This is the result of the elections 
during the 13th APPU Congress held 
in August-September 2022. 

¢ There are 32 members in this 
international organisation from the 
Asia-Pacific. 

e The Asia Pacific Postal Union’s 
headquarters are in Bangkok, 
Thailand. 


India’s Largest Single Unit of 
Women Peacekeepers 

e It is mentioned on January 6, 2023 
that India will deploy a platoon of 
women peacekeepers to UN Mission in 
Sudan. | 
e This will be India’s largest single 
unit of women Peacekeepers in a UN 
Mission since it deployed the first-ever 
all-women contingent in Liberia 

in 2007. 

e The deployment in Abyei (Sudan) 
will also herald India’s intent of 
increasing significantly the number of 
Indian women in Peacekeeping 
contingents. 

e The UN Peacekeeping mission is a 
joint effort between the Department of 
Peace Operations and the Department 


~ of Operational Support. 


e It aims to assist host countries to 
transition from situations of conflict to 
peace. 


National Geospatial 
Policy 2022 Introduced 
e The Ministry of Science and 


` Technology has notified the National 


Geospatial Policy 2022 on Jan. 3, 2023. 
* It is a citizen-centric policy that 
seeks to strengthen the geospatial 
sector to support national 
development, economic prosperity and 
a thriving information economy. 

+ The policy has divided 14 Geospatial 
Data Themes to support the 
development of commercial geospatial 
applications in various sectors. 


15 


President Inaugurated 
Samvidhan Udyan | 
e President Droupadi Murmu was 
on a two-day visit to Rajasthan on 
January 3-4, 2023. 
e She inaugurated Samvidhan Udyan 
at Raj Bhavan in Jaipur. 
e President Murmu inaugurated the 
Transmission System for Solar Energy 
Zones in Rajasthan. 
e She laid the foundation stone for 
one thousand Mega Watt Bikaner 
‘Solar Power Project virtually. 
e She also grace the launch of a 
National Campaign on ‘RISE-Rising 
India through Spiritual Empowerment’, 
organised by Brahma Kumaris. 


SC Launched Project to 
Provide Free Digital Access to 
Official Law Reports 
e Chief Justice of India (CJI) DY 
Chandrachud announced the launch of 
the electronic Supreme Court Reports 
(e-SCR) project on January 1, 2023. 
e It aims is to provide free digital 
access to its about 34000 judgements 
to lawyers, law students and the 
common public. 
e These verdicts will be available on 
the apex court website, its mobile app 
and on the judgment portal of the 
National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG). 
e The e-SCR project is an initiative to 
provide the digital version of the apex 
court’s judgments in the manner as 
they are reported in the official law — 
report ‘Supreme Court Reports’. 


SUMMIT/CONFERENCE 


First-ever National Training 
Conclave | 
e PM Narendra Modi inaugurated the 
first-ever National Training Conclave 
on June 11, 2023. 
e This Conclave inaugurated at the 
International Exhibition and 
Convention Centre in New Delhi. 
e The Conclave is aimed to enhance . 
capacity building in the civil services. 
e It is organised under the auspices of 
the National Programme for Civil 
-Services Capacity Building (NPCSCB) 
‘Mission Karmayog\’. 
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Women 20 Summit Held 

e The third and final working group of 
the summit on W-20 held at 
Mahabalipuram near Chennai on 

June 15, 2023. 


e The conference emphasised the 

importance of women’s health and 

gender empowerment. 

e The 2nd Women 20 (W20) 
International Meeting was held in 

April’23 in Jaipur (Rajasthan). 


G20 Anti-Corruption Working 


Group Meeting Held 

e 2nd meeting of the G20 
Anti-Corruption Working Group 
(ACWG) concluded on May 27, 2023. 


< e ACWG organised by the Union 


Ministry of Defense and Tourism was 
held in Rishikesh (Tehri). 
e Three day's meeting witnessed wide 
participation of 90 delegates from 
e 20 member countries 
e 10 invited countries 
e 9 international organisations © 
(UNODC, OECD, Egmont Group, 
INTERPOL and IMF) 
Next meeting of this schedule in 


_ Kolkata on August 11, 2023. 


G20 Tourism Working Group 
Meeting Held in Srinagar 

e The third meeting of the G20, 
Tourism Working Group held on 

May 22, 2023 in Srinagar, Jammu and 
Kashmir. © 

¢ The meeting was focused on five key 
priority areas, included Green Tourism, 
Digitisation, Skilling, MSME and 
Destination Management. 

e The priorities aim was to grow the © 
tourism sector and achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals by 
2030. The objective of the meeting was 
to strengthen economic growth, 
preserve cultural heritage and promote 
sustainable development. 


Women Labourers 
Convention Organised 

e The Union Minister Smriti Irani 
inaugurated the women labourers 
convention organised by the Kerala 
unit of BMS in Thiruvananthapuram 
on May 21, 2023. 

e Minister of State fo 
v. Muraleedharan made the keynote 
address at the event. 

e Irani also visited the house of 

Dr. Vandana, had been stabbed to 
death on duty, by the assailant who 
was taken to the hospital for medical 
examination by police. 


29th Biennial Conference of 
the All India Primary 
Teachers’ Federation 

e PM Narendra Modi Addressed the 
29th Biennial Education Conference of 
All India Primary Teachers’s 
Federation organised at Gandhinagar 
in Gujarat on May 12, 2023. 

® The theme of this summit is 
‘Teachers at the Heart of Transforming 
Education’. 

e Its objective is to provide a platform 
for primary teachers to exchange ideas, 
share experiences and collectively 
address challenges in primary 
education. 

e More than 91000 teachers from 
various parts of India are attending the 
three-day convention. 
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All India Vedic Science 
Conference Held 

* Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
inaugurated the All India Vedic Science 
Conference in New Delhi on April 28, 
2023. 

* Speaking on this occasion, Mr. Birla 
said, Vedas have shown humanity the 
way to live a purposeful life based on 
truth, justice and righteousness. 

* Referring to the scientific aspects of 
the Vedas, Mr. Birla noted that the 
Vedas contain knowledge that is very 
scientific and useful to humanity. 


PM Inaugurated 6th Edition of 
One Earth One Health’ 

* PM Narendra Modi inaugurated and 
addressed the One Earth One Health - 
Advantage Healthcare India — 2023 
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coniference on April 26, 2023. It is 
inaugurated at Pragati Maidan in New 
Dellai via video conferencing. 

e The conference was attended by 

hea Ith ministers from across the world, 
as vvell as delegates from West Asia, 
SAARC, ASEAN, and African regions. 

e P.M Modi underlined that One Earth 
One: Health follows the same set of 
beli efs and is an example of the same 
- thought in action. 

e Thie vision extends to the whole 

ecos ystem, including plants, animals, 
soil, and rivers, emphasising that 

whe n everything around us is healthy, 
we can be healthy too. 


First Global Buddhist 

Surnmit Held 

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

inau gurated the first Global Buddhist 

Sum mit in New Delhi on April 20, 
2023.. ; 

¢ The two-day summit hosted by the 

Mini stry of Culture in association with 

its gi-antee body International 

' Budcihist Confederation. 

` e Eminent scholars, Sangha leaders 

and Dharma practitioners from all over 

the vvorld attended the Conference. 


e The: theme of the Global Buddhist 
Sumi nit was ‘Responses to | 


Contemporary Challenges : Philosophy | 


to Przixis’. 


“SCO Young Writers’ 

Con ference Concluded 

* A two-day SCO Young Writers’ 

Confe:rence on the theme 

‘Civili sational Dialogue among SCO 

Memlder States’ concluded on April 13, 

2023 at The Leela Palace, New Delhi. 

* It was organised by the Ministry of 

Educiation at The Leela Palace, New 

_ Delhi with National Book Trust as the 
imple menting agency. 

.* The SCO Youth Conference was 
organ ised in six sessions focusing on 
histor y and philosophy, economy, 
religion, culture, literature and science 
and miedicine respectively. 


First G20 Disaster Risk 
Reduction Working 

Grouip Meeting 

* The first G20 Disaster Risk 
Reduc tion Working Group meeting 
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was held under India’s G20 
chairmanship in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, 
India from March 30, 2023. 


* The meeting was inaugurated by 
Dr. PK Mishra, Principal Secretary to 
the Prime Minister and Devsingh 
Chauhan, Minister of State for 
Communications. 


* Five priority areas have been identified for 
the meeting including 
* an early warning system for all 
e resilient infrastructure 
e reform of the national system for 
financing disaster risk reduction 


‘International Ayurvet 
Conclave on Veterinary 
and Ayurveda’ 


The Rishikul campus of Ayurvedic 
University in Haridwar hosted the 
International Ayurvet.conclave with a 
theme on ‘Veterinary and Ayurveda’ 
on March 17, 2023. 


The event was inaugurated by Sanjiv 
Baliyan, the Union Minister of State 
for Animal Husbandry, Dairying, and 
Fisheries. 


During his address, Baliyan 
highlighted the historical use of ` 
Ayurveda in animal treatment and 
shared that the government is 
working towards validating its use. 


He also expressed interest in 
including the subject in the curricula 
of various universities. 


International Conference on 
‘Shared Buddhist Heritage’ 

e An international conference on 
‘Shared Buddhist Heritage’ will be 
held on March 14-15, 2023 at Vigyan 
Bhawan iri New Delhi. 

e The conference focused on India’s 
civilisational connection with the 
Shanghai (Cooperation Organisation 


(SCO) nations 2023. 


e It is the first of its kind event under 
India’s leadership of SCO (for a period 
of one year — from September 17, 2022 
to September 2023). 

e The two-day event is being organised 
by the Ministry of Culture, the 
Ministry of External Affairs and the 
Internatiorial Buddhist Confederation. 


+ IBC is as a grantee body of the 


Ministry of’ Culture. 
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National Startup Advisory 
Council Meeting 

* Union Minister of Commerce and 
Industry Piyush Goyal chaired the 
sixth meeting of the National Startup 
Advisory Council (NSAC) in New Delhi 
on March 11, 2023. 

* The NSAC meeting deliberated on 
matters important for the development 
of the Indian startup ecosystem. 

The meeting covered important topics like 
* Tech Landscape and the way forward 
* Innovation in Logistics 

e Making India a Global Skill Market 

¢ Innovation Hub | 


+ Women Entrepreneurship 

* Capacity Building for Domestic 

Capital 
e National Startup Advisory Council 
was formed by the Department for 
Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT). 


International Dharma- 
Dhamma Conference 

* The three-day 7th International 
Dharma-Dhamma conference 
concluded on March 5, 2023. 

e President Droupadi Murmu 
inaugurated the 7th International 
Dharma-Dhamma Conference at 
Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh. 

e It is being organised by India 
Foundation in association with Sanchi 
University of Buddhist-Indic Studies. 
The theme of the conference is 
‘Eastern Humanism for the New Era’. 


e Its aim was to bring together 
religious, political and thought leaders 
from Dharma-Dhamma traditions to 
ponder over building a philosophical 
framework for the emerging world. 


PM Narendra Modi 
Inaugurated Raisina Dialogue 
e Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the eighth edition of the 
Raisina Dialogue in New Delhi on 
March 2, 2023. | 

* Italian Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni will join the inaugural session 
as the Chief Guest. 

* The three-day Raisina Dialogue is 
India’s flagship conference on 
geopolitics and geo-strategy. 
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Gujarat is hosting the first Tourism on urban settlements $4 oan Organised 
Working Group (TWG) meeting at © The fesi; ti int | * The Union Minist ism j 
e festival ight < Ss ry of Tourism is 
Dhordo Tent City in the Rann of Kutch ap ees the _ Organising the fourth and final event 
from February 7, 2022. í al, economic of SCO Millets Food Festival 
bia f impacts of climate change on urban Mahal Pal at Taj 
e The Ministry of Tourism will settlements. i ace, 


organise the first Global Tourism 


i : * The audience will be able v see * In this Mi | 
Investors Summit (GTIS) in April/May these scenarios through the film.me Mn ei eral Ce 
2023 in New Delhi. ; member countries 


(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan 


to 19, 2023, 
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and Russia) will participate in the 
9-day event. 

* Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) is an intergovernmental 
organisation consisting of eight- 
member states, four observer States, 
and fourteen ‘dialogue partner’ states. 
e Eight-member states of SCO are 
India, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan. 


President Inaugurated 

‘Gaj Utsav-2023’ 

e President Droupadi Murmu 
inaugurated a two-day ‘Gaj 
Utsav-2023’ on April 7, 2023 at the 
Kaziranga National Park High School's 
playground field in Assam. y 
* The President also flagged-off the 
‘Mount Kanchenjunga 


_ Expedition-2023’. 


e President Murmu attended the 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations of the 
Gauhati High Court as the chief guest. 


- © She also launched a mobile app 


‘Bhoroxa’ designed for the safety of . 
women and the elderly. 

* Kaziranga Gaja Utsav is an annual 
festival held in the national park to 


promote the conservation and 


protection of elephants. 


54 Feet Tall Statue of Lord 
Hanuman Unveiled 

* Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
unveiled a 54 feet tall statue of Lord 
Hanuman at Sarangpur temple in 


Botad district of Gujarat on April 6, . 
2023. 


* The statue was unveiled on the 
occasion of Hanuman Jayanti, which is 


celebrated to mark the birth of Lord 
Hanuman. 


* The idol is located in the Sarangpur 
Temple, a popular pilgrimage site for 
devotees of Lord Hanuman. The idol is 
54 feet tall, making it one of the tallest 
idols of Lord Hanuman in the country. 


New York’s Metropolitan 


Museum of Art to Return 

15 Sculptures to India 

* The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
(Met) in New York announced on 
March 30, 2023 that it would return 
15 sculptures to the government of 
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Yuva Utsava - India@2047 
Launched | : 


India. The move comes after the 
museum discovered that the artifacts 
were illegally removed from India and 
subsequently sold by dealer Subhash 
Kapoor. 


* Kapoor is currently serving a prison 
sentence in Tamil Nadu. 


* The works in question range from 
the Ist century BCE to the llth 
century CE and include terracotta, 
copper and stone sculptures. 


Vedic Heritage Portal 
Launched 


Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
inaugurated the Vedic Heritage Portal 
at the Indira Gandhi National Centre 
for the Arts (IGNCA) in New Delhi on 
March 23, 2023. 

The portal aims to communicate 
message enshrined in the Vedas. It will 
help common people to have a general” 
understanding about the Vedas. 

The portal will be a one-stop solution 
for the user, who would like to search 


any information regarding the Vedic 
heritage. 


¢ Youth Affairs, Sports and 
Information and Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Singh Thakur launched the 
Youth Festival — India @ 2047 from 
Ropar in Punjab on March 4, 2023. 
* The Ministry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports through its flagship youth 
organisation Nehru Yuva Kendra 
Sangathan is organising this 
programme in all districts across the 
country. 


e He also launched the Dashboard of 
Yuva Utsav during the event. 


Fourth Edition National Youth 
Parliament Festival Held 

e National Youth Parliament Festival 
Fourth (NYPF) Edition was held in the 
Parliament of India in the 

national Capital, New Delhi on 

Mach 2, 2023. 

e On the first day of the NYPF finals 
in the Central Hall of Parliament, New 
Delhi, Minister of State for Youth and 
Sports Affairs Nisith Pramanik gave a 
speech. 


* NYPF goal is to give young people a 
platform to express themselves as they 
choose careers in public service and 
other fields. 3 

* On the concept presented by the 
Prime Minister in his Mann Ki Baat 


Speech on December 31, 2017, NYPF 
was founded. 


National Tribal Festival 
‘Aadi Mahotsav’ Organised 


* Prime Minister Narendra Modi 


- inaugurated ‘Aadi Mahotsav at Major 


Dhyan Chand National Stadium in 
New Delhi on February 16, 2023. 

* The Tribal Ministry conducted the 
Aadi Mahotsav festival to promote 
tribal products. TRIFED organised the 
festival on behalf of the ministry. 


* The main objective of conducting 


. Aadi Mahotav was to prevent the 


middlemen from exploiting the tribals. 


* Profits of the tribal are swept away 
by the middlemen and their hard work 
goes in vain. 


ASI Stumbled upon 1300-yr- 
old Buddhist Stupa in Odisha 

* The Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI) stumbled upon a 1300-year-old 
stupa right in the middle of a mining 
site in Odisha’s Jajpur district on 
February 27, 2023. ; 

e The gigantic Stupa of 4.5 metre 
height has been found at Khandolite 
mining site in Parabhadi in 
Sukhuapada hamlet in Jajpur district. 
e It is Khondalite stones were supplied 
for the beautification project around 
the 12th Century Shree Jagannath 
Temple in Puri. ASI has initiated steps 
to preserve the monastery for posterity. 


Ellora-Ajanta International. 
Festival 2023 Organised 

* After a gap of seven years, the 3-day 
Ellora-Ajanta International Festival 
held from February 25 to 27, 2023. 

* It was held at the historic Sonari 
Palace, located on the campus of Dr. 
Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada 
University. 

* Ellora-Ajanta Festival An annual 
festival, where singers and dancers 
from across the country gather to 
showcase their talents. 
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e Union Minister of State for Finance 
Dr. Bhagwat Karad inaugurated this 
festival. 


22nd Bharat Rang 

Mahotsav Held 

e The National School of Drama (NSD) 
organised the 22nd edition of Bharat 
Rang Mahotsav (BRM) from 

February 14 to 26, 2023. 


* This International Theater Festival: 
held in Delhi, Rajahmundry, Jaipur, 
Ranchi, Jammu, Guwahati, Srinagar, 
Bhopal, Nashik and Kevadia. 


* The closing ceremony held on 
February 26 at Kevadia. The plays 
performed in 16 different Indian 
languages. 


* Bharat Rang Mahotsav hosts theater 
companies from around the world and 
_ is the largest theater festival in Asia. 


Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav 
2023 Organised | 
* Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh 
Koshyari inaugurated the Rashtriya 
Sanskriti Mahotsav-2023 (RSM) at 
Azad Maidan, Churchgate in Mumbai 
on February 11, 2023. . yl 
* The festival has been organised by 
the Ministry of Culture, Government 
of India from February 11 to 19 to 
promote national unity and integrity 
through cultural exchange. j 
* The Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav 
conveys the message of ‘Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat’. gs 
* It signifies that despite the many _ 
diversities in language and cultural 
expressions, India is united and one. 


‘Bharat Parv’ Held at Red 
Fort Lawns sim 
e The six-day mega event ‘Bharat Parv’ 
event organised by the Government of 
India at the Lawns and Gyan Path in 
front of Red Fort, Delhi from 
January 26 to 31, 2023. 
* The Ministry of Tourism has been 
designated as the nodal Ministry for 
the event. This physical event is being 
organised after a gap of 2 years on the 
lawn and Gyan Path of the Red Fort. 
e Branding and promotion of Dekho 
Apna Desh, Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat, G20 and Mission Life will be 
done during the event. 
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| ‘Moidams’ Nominated 


for UNESCO World 
Heritage Site 


_* PM Narendra Modi has selected the 


‘Pyramids of Assam’ as the country’s 
sole nomination for the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site out of 52 heritage 
sites on January 24, 20_3. 


* The Ahom-era ‘Moidams’ (cemetery 
of the royal family) in Assam’s 
Charaideo district will be India’s only 
nomination for recognition as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. 


* The ‘Moidams’ of the Ahom dynasty 
at Charaideo were first included in the 
tentative list of UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in April 2014. 

* ‘Moidems’ will be nominated in the 
category of cultural sites. 


9th-10th Century Nataraja 
Idol given to Chittorgarh Fort 
e Union Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal 
has handed over the 9th to 10th 
century Nataraja statue on January 15, 
2023 to the Archaeological Department 
of Chittorgarh Fort, Rajasthan. 


a 
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* The statue, which dates back to the 
9th to 10th centuries, was stolen from 
the Shiva temple at Badoli in 
Chittorgarh district in 1998 and sold to 


. a museum in London. 


* Now this statue will be kept under 
the protection of the Archaeological 
_ Survey Department in Kumbha Mahal. 


112-ft Tall Adiyogi Shiva — 
Statue Unveiled _ : 

* The 112-ft face of Adiyogi, the 
source of Yoga, was unveiled at the 
Sadhguru Sannidhi in Chikkaballapura 
near Bengaluru on J anuary 15, 2023. 

e Statue unveiled by Karnataka Chief 
Minister Basavaraj Bommai in the 
presence of Sadhguru, founder of Isha 
Foundation. | 


e Adiyogi Divya Darshanam, a unique 
14-minute video imaging show 
mapped on the 112-foot Adiyogi, 
followed the unveiling. 

* This 112 ft Adiyogi statue is a replicg 
of the one in Coimbatore, Tamil Nady 
e The statue of Adiyogi has been built 
in the Isha Foundation campus locateq 
at Nandi Hills in Chikkaballapur 


_ district. 


ASI Discovered Two 
1200-Yr-Old Miniature Stupas 
¢ The Patna Circle of the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) 
has discovered two 1200-year-old 


‘miniature stupas on January 14, 2023, 


¢ It is found during landscaping 
activities near the Sarai Tila mound 
within the complex of the world 
heritage site ‘Nalanda Mahavihara’ in 
Nalanda district of the state. 


e The figures of Buddha are shown on 
the stupa carved out of stone. 


e Votive stupas are small, portable 
stupas that are typically made of metal, 
clay, or stone and are used as offerings 
in Buddhist temples or shrines. 

e They are used in both Theravada and 
Mahayana Buddhism. The stupa is a 
hemispherical structure symbolising 
the burial mound of the Buddha. 


‘Jai Hind - The New Light and 
Sound Show’ Organised 

e Home Minister Amit Shah 
inaugurated the ‘Jai Hind — The New 
Light and Sound Show’ at Red Fort in 
New Delhi on January 10, 2023. 

* On this occasion, the rich history and 
heritage of India has been presented 
very well in this one-hour show. 

* The show also included a 
Mathrubhumi Show, in which India’s 
history of thousands of years has been 
integrated wonderfully. 

* Home Minister called upon the 
people to make collective efforts to 
make the country number one in the 


world in the coming 25 years during 
the Amrit Kaal. 


‘North-East Krishi 

Kumbha-2023’ Organised 
* Union Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare Minister Narendra Singh 
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Tomar jnaugurated the 3-day ‘North- 
Fast Krishi Kumbh-2023" at Umiam in 
Meghalaya on January 5, 2023. 

e He also participated in the 49th 
Foundation Day celebrations of NEH 
Region, ICAR Research Complex. 

e The Minister also inaugurated the 
Administrative cum Academic Block 
Office and Girls Hostel of Agriculture - 
College at Kyrdemkulai in Ri Bhoi 
district. 

e The NE Krishi Kumbh-2023 included 
live exhibition of recent technologies 
through 102 stalls by all ICAR 
institutes along with the host institute 
and its regional centres. 


SCHEME/PROGRAMME 


Centre Announced Three 
Schemes for Disaster 
Management 

e. Home Minister Amit Shah has 
announced three schemes worth over 
z 8000 crore for disaster management 
in country on June 13, 2023. 

_ » It aim is to the States to effectively 
deal with the situation of floods in 
urban areas. 

e It also aim is to strengthening of fire 
brigade services and landslide 
mitigation. 

e He chaired a meeting with Ministers 
of Disaster Management of the States 
and Union Territories in New Delhi. . 


Government Launched MAHIR 


* MAHIR is a significant initiative 


launched by the Ministry of Power and- 


the Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy on June 6, 2023. 


* It aims to leverage emerging 
technologies in the power sector. 


* The objective of the mission is to 
identify emerging technologies and 
` develop them indigenously for use 
within and outside the country. | 
* It focuses on facilitating indigenous 
- research of latest technologies in the 
power sector. 
* It aims to leverage these 
technologies for future economic 
growth. It makes India a global 
manufacturing hub. . 
* The mission is planned for an initial 
period of five years from 2023-24 to 
2027-28. 
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Amrit Dharohar and 

MISHTI Schemes Launched 

e PM Narendra Modi launched two 
schemes--Amrit Dharohar and MISHTI 
on June 5, 2023. 

e MISHTI means Mangrove Initiative 
for Shoreline Habitats and Tangible 
Incomes. 

e It aimed at reviving the country’s 
wetlands and mangroves. 

e Amrit Dharohar Yojana aim is to 
encourage optimum use of wetlands. 
e It also enhances biodiversity, 
ecotourism and income generation for 
local communities. 

¢ MISTHI will facilitate mangrove 
plantation on salt lands along the sea 
coast of India. 


¢ It aims at intensive afforestation of 
coastal mangrove forests. 


Ministry of Civil Aviation 
Launched UDAN 5.1 
Ministry of Civil Aviation has launched 
UDAN 5.1 on May 24, 2023. 
It is a special edition of the UDAN (Ude 
Desh ka Aam Nagrik) scheme, with a 
special focus on helicopter routes. 
For the first time under Regional 
Connectivity Scheme RCS-UDAN, this 
round is designed specifically for 
helicopter routes. 

The airfare ceiling has been reduced 
by 25% to make flying in helicopters 
more affordable for passengers. 


‘Poshan Bhi, Padhai Bhi’ 
Programme Launched 

e ‘Ministry of Women and Child 
Development has launched ‘Poshan 
Bhi, Padhai Bhi’ on May 9, 2023, that 
is ‘Education along with Nutrition’. 

e It is an Early Childhood Care and 
Education programme under Mission 
Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0. 
+ It will focus on Early Childhood Care 
and Education (ECCE) at anganwadis 
across the country. 

e The aim is not only to make 
anganwadi centres nutrition hubs but 
also education-imparting centres. 

+ The ECCE will focus on education in 
the mother tongue, as per the New 
Education Policy. 


Revamped CGTMSE Scheme 
Launched | 


‘e The Union Minister for MSME, 


Narayan Rane, launched the 
restructured CGTMSE Scheme in 
Mumbai on April 27, 2023. 


e CGTMSE has been provided with an 
additional corpus support of z 9000 
crore in the Union Budget for FY 
2023-24. 


e It aims is to revamp its Scheme to 
provide guarantee for additional 7 2 
lakh crore to Micro & Small 
Enterprises. 

* The primary objective behind 
launching the Credit Guarantee 
Scheme (CGS) was to enhance the 
credit delivery system and facilitate the 
flow of credit to the MSE sector. 


‘Vibrant Village Programme’ 
Launched 

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
launched the ‘Vibrant Villages 
Programme’ at Kibithu, a border village 
in Anjaw district of Arunachal Pradesh 
on April 10, 2023. 

* Programme approved by the 
government with a central component 
of 4800 crore including 7 2500 crore 
specifically for road connectivity for 
2022-23 to 2025-26. 


* Under the programme, 2967 villages 
in.46 blocks of 19 districts along the 
northern border in the states of 
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, 
Uttarakhand, and Himachal Pradesh 
and the Union Territory of Ladakh 
were identified for comprehensive . 
development. 


‘Tulsi Ghat Restoration 
Project’ Launched 

¢ External Affairs Minister Dr. S. 
Jaishankar launched the ‘Tulsi Ghat 
Restoration Project’ of Varanasi, during 
his visit to Uganda’s Kampala on 

April 11, 2023. 

¢ Jaishankar, who is on a 3-day visit 
to Uganda, lauded the initiatives of 
Diaspora Friends of BJP-Uganda’s 


_ initiative to contribute to further 


beautifying the raidet living city in the 
world. 


-* Tulsi Ghat is one of the ghats in 


Varanasi. It is named after poet 
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Tulsidas who lived there while he 
wrote the Ramcharitmanas and 
Hanuman Chalisa. 


New India Literacy 
Programme Launched 

e The government has launched a new 
centrally sponsored scheme named 
‘New India Literacy Programme’ on 
March 29, 2023. 

e It is launched with a financial outlay 
of over % 1000 crore for 
implementation during the financial 
years 2022-23 to 2026-27. 


e The scheme aims to cover 5 crore 
illiterates in the age group of 15 years 
and above. 


* Beneficiaries under this scheme are 

identified through door to door survey 
on mobile app by the surveyors in the 
States and Union Territories. 


e Illiterate can also avail the benefits 
of the scheme through direct 
registration from any place through 
mobile app. 


PM Modi Lauded Vitasta 
Programme 

e PM Narendra Modi has lauded the 
Ministry of Culture’s Vitasta 
programme showcasing rich culture, 
arts and crafts of Kashmir. | 
e Prime Minister announced that the 
programme extends the historical 
identity of Kashmir to other states and 
it is a symbol of the spirit of ‘Ek 
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’. 

e Culture Ministry organised the 
Vitasta programme from January 27 to 

30, 2023 to showcase the rich culture, 

arts and crafts of Kashmir. 


Centre Named New 
Integrated Food Security 
Scheme as PMGKAY 
* The Centre has named the new 
Integrated Food Security Scheme as 
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann 
Yojana, PMGKAY on January 11, 2023. 
e Earlier, the Union Cabinet had 
approved new integrated food security 
scheme for providing free foodgrains 
to Antodaya Ann Yojna (AAY) and 
Primary Household (PHH) 
beneficiaries. 
¢ Implementation of the new scheme 
has‘started from January 1, 2023, 
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benefiting more than 80 crore poor 
and poorest of poor people. 

+ This scheme will strengthen the 
provisions of the National Food 
Security Act, NFSA, 2013 in terms of 
accessibility, affordability, and 
availability of food grains for the poor. 


RAILWAYS SECTOR 


PM Modi Reviewed Situation 
in Relation to Balasore Rail 
Accident 


¢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
chaired a high-level meeting to review 
the situation in relation to the rail 
accident in Odisha’s Balasore on 

June 3, 2023. 


e At least 280 people were killed and 
over 900 injured in the accident 
involving three trains. 

e The horrific accident happened when 
the Shalimar-Chennai Central 
Coromandel Express, headed towards 
Chennai, derailed. tig 
© It collided with a goods train on the 
adjacent track, causing the rear 
carriage of the Coromandel Express to 
veer off onto the third track. 

e The Bengaluru-Howrah Superfast 
Express, coming from the opposite 
direction on the third track, rammed 
into the derailed coaches. 


First Vande Bharat Express 
Train of North-East 
Flagged-off —— 

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
flaged-off Assam’s first Vande Bharat 
Express train on May 29, 2023. 


e The state-of-the-art Vande Bharat ` 
train will be flagged-off by the Prime 
Minister through video conferencing. 
* The new service will cover the 
distance of 411 km between Guwahati 
and New Jalpaiguri in 5 hours 

30 minutes, reducing the present 
shortest journey time. 


Vande Bharat Express Starteg 
from Dehradun to Delhi 

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
flagged-off the Vande Bharat Express 
from Dehradun to Delhi on May 25, 
2023 through video conferencing. 

* This will be the sixth Vande Bharat 
connecting Delhi through various 
routes. This semi-high-speed train is 
India’s 18th and Uttarakhand’s first 
Vande Bharat train. . 

e The Prime Minister also dedicated to 
the nation the newly electrified 
railway sections in the state and 
declared Uttarakhand as a 100% 
electric traction state. 


728 Railway Stations Across 
States and UTs Covered 
under OSOP 

e Under the ‘One Station One Product’ 
(OSOP) scheme of Indian Railways, 
728 stations are covered on May 12, 
2023 with 785 OSOP outlets in 21 


- States and 3 UTs. 


e Its aim is to promote the 
government’s ‘Vocal for Local’ vision. 
e OSOP stalls at railway stations offer 
a diverse range of unique products 
related to handicrafts, textiles, 
traditional wear and food items. 

e OSOP scheme was launched with a 
vision to promote ‘Vocal for Local’. 


Kerala’s First Vande Bharat 


Express Train Flagged-off 

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
flagged-off the first Vande Bharat train 
of Kerala on April 25, 2023, from the 
Thiruvananthapuram Central Railway 
station. This is the 15th Vande Bharat 
Express Train in service in the country. 
* The train will ply between 
Thiruvananthapuram and Kasargod 
and cover 11 districts during its entire 


` journey.. 


* These districts include 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, 
Kottayam, Ernakulam, Thrissur, 
Palakkad, Pathanamthitta, 


Malappuram, Kozhikode, Kannur and 
Kasargod. 


Secunderabad-Tirupati Vande 
Bharat Express Flagged-off 


* PM Modi flagged-off the Vande 
Bharat Express train from 
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ecunderabad to Tirupati at 


: rabad Railway Station on 


‘` Secunde 
“april 8, 2023. 

e This is the second Vande Bharat 
train for the two Telugu States of 
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 

+ He laid the foundation stone of 
various projects worth over 7.11300 
crores at Parade Ground in Hyderabad 
(Telangana). 

© The projects include foundation 
stone for AIIMS Bibinagar, Hyderabad, 
five National Highway Project and 
redevelopment of Secunderabad 
Railway Station. 


1275 Railway Stations 
identified under 

Amrit Bharat Station Scheme 
e The government has identified 1275 
railway stations under the Amrit 
Bharat Station Scheme for the 
development of railway stations in 
India. , 

e Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnav 
gave this information on March 29, 
2023. The scheme envisages 
development of stations on a sustained 
basis with a long-term approach. 

e Amrit Bharat Station Scheme was 
introduced by the Ministry of Railways 
in December 2022. 


World’s Longest Railway 
Platform in Karnataka 

* PM Narendra Modi dedicated. 
World's longest railway platform of | 
1.5 km at Sri Siddhaarooda railway 
station in Hubballi in the state of 
Karnataka on March 12, 2023, 


* The inauguration of the platform 
was done during the PM’s Karnataka 
visit in the presence of Union Minister 
Pralhad Joshi. — | | 

* It is to be noted that Indian 
Railways, South Western Railway _ 
Zones Hubbali is now registered in the 
Guinness Book of World Records for 
having the longest platform. 


Central Railway Achieved 
100% Electrification of 
Broad-gauge Network 
* The Central Railway has achieved 
100% electrification of its broad-gauge 


network of 3825 km on March 11, 
2023... 
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è It was resulting in an annual 
reduction of 5.204 lakh tonnes of 
carbon footprints, 


* This move helps in reducing carbon 
footprints of 5.204 lakh tonnes every 
year as well as savings of % 1670 crore. 
* It will reduce fuel bills and help earn 
carbon credit. 


South Central Railway 
Restored 200-yr-old Heritage 
Well in Secunderabad 

e A 200-year-old historic well at the 
Zonal Railway Training Institute 
(ZRTI) in Secunderabad’s Moula Ali, 
has been restored by South Central 
Railway on February 22, 2023. 


e The 50-feet-deep heritage step-well 
is yielding about 1 lakh litres of water 
per month. 


e It is enough to carter the need of the 
ZRTI, Supervisors Training Center, and 
Territorial Camp in the area while also 
making significant monthly savings of 
about % 5 lakh. 


Bharat Gaurav Deluxe AC | 
Tourist Train Launched 


Indian Railways launched Bharat 
Gaurav Deluxe AC Tourist Train ‘Shri 
Ram-jJanaki Yatra : Ayodhya to . 

- Janakpur’ from Safdarjung Railway . 
Station, Delhi on February 17, 2023. 


This train will cover two most 
important pilgrimage sites Ayodhya in 


This initiative will strengthen bilateral 
ties and also promote cultural ties _ 
between India and Nepal. 


The introduction of Bharat Gaurav 
Tourist Train is in line with the ‘Dekho 
Apna Desh’ initiative of the 
Government of India to promote 
domestic tourism. 


Rail Post Gati Shakti Express 


Cargo Service Launched . 

ə Indian Railways and India Posts 
have formally launched Rail Post Gati 
Shakti Express Cargo Service, Joint | 
Parcel Product of Railways and India 
Post on February 16, 2023. 

e It is an initiative of partnership — 
between Indian Railways and India 
Posts in providing seamless logistics 
for the services sector in the country. 


Uttar Pradesh and Janakpur in Nepal. | 


* It has been started, on the four 
sectors — Delhi to Kolkata; Bangalore 
to Guwahati; Surat to Muzaffarpur 
and Hyderabad to Hazrat Nizamuddin. 


Indian Railways Launched 
‘Loop’ 

* The Indian Railways has started- 
WhatsApp Communication ‘Zoop’ for 
railway passengers to order food 
through e-catering services on 
February 4, 2023. 

* The Indian Railways initially 
planned a two-stage implementation 
of e-catering services through 
WhatsApp Communication. 

e Passengers traveling in Indian 
Railways can. now order food online 
through WhatsApp while undertaking 
a journey by-using their PNR number. 


Secunderabad-Visakhapatna 
m Vande Bharat Express Train 
Flagged-Off 

ə PM Narendra Modi virtually 
flagged-off Vande Bharat train 
between Secunderabad and the port 
city of Visakhapatnam in Andhra 
Pradesh on January 15, 2023. 

è The train comprises 14 AC Chair Car 
Coaches and two Executive AC Chair 
Car Coaches with the capacity of 1128 


_ passengers. 


e It will provide the fastest travelling 
facility between these two stations and 
has exclusive reserved sitting 
accommodation. 


è This is the 8th Vande Bharat Express 


‘train introduced by Indian Railways. ` 


FSSAI Awards Varanasi Cantt 
Railway Station 5-Star 
Certification 
e The Varanasi Cantt Railway Station 
of the Indian Railways has been 
awarded the 5-Star ‘Eat Right Station’ 


_ certification on January 5, 2023. 


¢ The ‘Eat Right Station’ certification 
is provided by FSSAI to railway 
stations which set the standard in 
providing safe and nutritious food to 
the passengers. 

e This certificate is awarded based on 
the findings of an FSSAI-empaneled 
third-party audit agency with a rating 
of l to5. 
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BILL/ACT 


UGC (Institutions Deemed to 
be Universities) Regulations, 
2023 Released 

* Education minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan unveiled the UGC 
(Institutions Deemed to be 


Universities) Regulations, 2023 on 
June 2, 2023. 


* These revised guidelines aim to 
establish more quality- focused 
deemed universities in the country. 


* One of the major changes is the 
simplification of eligibility criteria, 
which now emphasises multi- 
disciplinarity, NAAC grading, NIRF 
ranking, and NBA grading. 
e Institutions that meet specific 
requirements in these areas can apply 
for deemed university status. 
e The revised guidelines raise the 
faculty strength requirement from 100 
to 150. i 


` Centre Finalised 
Comprehensive 
‘Model Prisons Act, 2023’ 
¢ The government finalised a 
comprehensive ‘Model Prisons Act, 
2023’ replacing the outdated 
130-year-old Prison Act on May 12, 
2023. 
e It may help as a guiding document 
for the States. 
¢ Act has been finalised under the 
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and guidance of Home Minister 
Amit Shah. 
¢ Some salient features of the new 
Model Prisons Act include provision 
for security assessment and 
segregation of prisoners, and 
individual sentence planning. 
e Grievance redressal, prison 
development board, provision of 
separate accommodation for women 
prisoners and transgender are some of 
the other features. 


Union Cabinet Cleared 
Cinematograph 
(Amendment) Bill, 2023 

* The Union Cabinet approved the 
Cinematograph (Amendment) Bill, 
2023 on April 19, 2023, which has 
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provisions to curb the transmission of 
pirated film content on the Internet. 

* The Cinematograph (Amendment) 
Bill, 2023, was prepared after seeking 
public comments, followed by several 
rounds of stakeholder consultations. 

* It has provisions for harsher 
punishment for film piracy and the 
introduction of new-age categories for 
classifying films. 

* Cinematograph (Amendment) Bill, 
2023 amended the Cinematograph Act 
1952. 


Animal Birth Control 

Rules, 2023 Notified 

e The Central government notified the 
Animal Birth Control Rules, 2023 on 
April 18, 2023. 


+ The rules aim to address the 

Supreme Court guidelines in a writ 
petition by the Animal Welfare Board 
of India (AWBI) and People for 
Elimination of Stray Troubles. 

¢ The Supreme Court has specifically 
mentioned that transfer of dogs cannot 
be allowed. 

* Under the new rules, local bodies 
including municipalities, municipal 
‚corporations and panchayats are © 
responsible for carrying out the Animal 
Birth Control (ABC) programme. 

* The ABC programme aims to sterilise 
and vaccinate stray dogs, reduce their 


population, and address animal 
welfare issues. 


Competition (Amendment) 
Bill, 2023 got 

President's Assent 

* The Bill to amend the Competition 
Act has received the assent of President 
Droupadi Murmu on April 11, 2023. 
The Bill was cleared by Parliament. 

+ The Competition (Amendment) Act, 


2023 is an act to further amend the 
Competition Act, 2002. 


+ The legislation for the Competition 
Act was brought in 2002 and 


i t 
subsequently, it underwen 
amendments in 2007 and 2009. 


INDEX/REPORT 


National Time Release Study 
2023 Report Released 

+ CBIC released the National Time 
Release Study (NTRS) 2023 report on 
June 15, 2023. 

e Vivek Johri, Chairman of Central 
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs 
(CBIC) released this report. 

e According to the report the average 
import release time by customs 
authorities has decreased in 2023 
compared to 2022. 

e NTRS is a performance measurement 
tool released by the CBIC. 


Kerala Topped in 

Food Safety Index 

¢ Union Minister Dr Mansukh 
Mandaviya has unveiled the fifth State 
Food Safety Index on June 8, 2023. 


« Among the larger states, Kerala 
secured the top ranking, followed by 
Punjab and Tamil Nadu. 

+ Among the smaller states, Goa 
emerged as the leader, followed by 
Manipur and Sikkim. 

e Additionally, Jammu and Kashmir, 
Delhi and Chandigarh secured the 
first, second, and third ranks 
respectively among the union 
territories. 


NIRF Rankings 2023 Released 
* The National Institutional Ranking 
Framework (NIRF) Rankings 2023 
were released on June 6, 2023. 

* It is released by Minister of State for 
Education and External Affairs, 
Rajkumar Ranjan Singh. 

* The latest rankings include four 
Categories — Overall, Colleges, 
Universities and Research Institutions. 
* IIT-Madras has emerged as the top 
college under the overall category for 
the 5th year, 

* Under the best university category, 
IISc Bangalore has topped the 


university rankings followed by JNU 
and Jamia Millia Islamia. 
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National Manufacturing 
Innovation Survey 

Report Launched 

e The National Manufacturing 
Innovation Survey (NMIS) 2021-22 
released on May 5, 2023. 

e A survey on the degree of innévation 
among manufacturing firms found 
that Karnataka, overall, is the most 
‘innovative’ State, followed by 
Telangana, and Tamil Nadu. 

e The report found that innovation in 
manufacturing is the lowest in the 
Northeastern states (excluding 
Assam), followed by Bihar. 


e The report has carried out its survey 
across over 8000 firms in 28 states and 
6 Union Territories (UTs). 

e Uttarakhand has the highest score 
among the hill states, while Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu have 
the highest score among the UTs. 


NITI Aayog Released Report 
Titled Promoting Millets 

in Diets 

+ NITI Aayog released a report titled 
Promoting Millets in Diets : Best 
Practices across States and Union 
Territories of India on April 26, 2023. 


¢ The report was released by NITI 
Aayog Vice-Chairman Suman K. Bery. 
Report titled is “Promoting Millets in 
Diets : Best Practices across States/UTs 
of India”. 

e The report presents a set of good and 
innovative practices adopted by state 
governments and organisations in 
various aspects of the millet value 
chain, processing and consumption. 

* The report will serve as a guiding 
repository to revive and mainstream 
millets in our diets. 


State Energy Efficiency Index 
2021-22 Released 

+ Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Rajasthan and Telangana are the 


- front-runners in the State Energy 


| 


| 


Efficiency Index (SEEI) 2021-22. 

* These states are leading with a score 
above 60. Power Minister RK Singh 
has released the SEEI report in New 
Delhi on April 10, 2023. 

* Meanwhile, four states Assam, 


Haryana, Maharashtra and Punjab are | 
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- Delhi’s IGI Airport Best 


in the Achiever category with a score 
between 50 and 60. 

* Further, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Assam and Chandigarh are the 
top-performing states in their 
respective state groups. 


India Justice Report 
2022 Launched 


The India Justice Report 2022 was 
released in New Delhi on April 4, 2023. 
Karnataka tops in this list of states 
and Union Territories in providing 
access to justice. 

Parameters of this study relies on 
overall statistics from four pillars of 
justice delivery: Police, Judiciary, 
Prisons and Legal aid. 

According to the report, as of 
December 2022, the high courts were 
functioning with only 778 judges as 
against the sanctioned strength 
of 1108. : 

The subordinate courts were 
functioning with 19288.judges as | 
against the sanctioned strength of 
24631 judges. 


Airport in India 

e Skytrax, a UK-based consultancy, 
awards airports worldwide with the 
prestigious World Airport Awards on 
March 17, 2023 based on customer 
surveys. 

e For the fifth year in a row, Delhi's 
Indira Gandhi International Airport 
(IGIA) has been declared the best 
airport in the South Asian region. 

¢ The IGIA is an international airport 
and has received this recognition due 
to its excellent facilities and services 
provided to customers. 

e In addition, it has also received the 
award for the cleanest airport in India 
for the third consecutive year. 

¢ Delhi International Airport Limited 
(DIAL) announced that the airport has 
received a four-star rating from 
Skytrax consultancy. 


Bihar had Lowest Literacy 
Rate in India — 

e According to the data shared by the 
Ministry of Education on March 16, 
2023, Bihar (61.8%) has the lowest. 
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literacy and Kerala has the highest 
literacy rate in India at 94%. 


e Bihar has the lowest literacy, 
followed by Arunachal Pradesh 
(65.3%) and Rajasthan (66.1%). 

¢ Kerala followed by Lakshadweep at 
91.85% and Mizoram at 91.33%. The 
literacy rate in rural India is 67.77% as 
compared to 84.11% in urban India. 


* A centrally sponsored scheme called 
Saakshar Bharat was implemented in 
rural areas of 404 districts in 26 states 
and one union territory, which had a 
female literacy rate of 50%. 


ISRO Report on Landslide 
Index 

e ‘Landslide Atlas’ report of ISRO’s 
Hyderabad-based National Remote 
Sensing Centre (NRSC) released on 
March 10, 2023. 


e According to report, the two hilly 
districts of Uttarakhand, Rudraprayag 
and Tehri, are most prone to 
landslides. 


* The National Remote Sensing Centre 
has released a list of 147 districts 
prone to landslides across the country, 
in which Rudraprayag is at number 
one and Tehri at number two. 

e Kerala’s Thrissur and Palakkad 
districts are at 3rd and 5th spots, 
respectively. 

e Rajouri and Pulwama (J&K), 
Kozhikode and Malappuram (Kerala) 
and South Sikkim and East Sikkim 
(Sikkim) are the other high-risk 


` districts. 


Foundational Literacy and 
Numeracy Report Released 

e Chairman, Economic Advisory 
Council to the Prime Minister 
(EAC-PM) has released The 
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy 
report on February 24, 2023. 


* This edition of the report highlights 
language as a critical-foundational skill 
and its importance in acquiring early 
literacy. | 
* It was prepared by the Institute for 
Competitiveness, India at Harvard 
Business School. It captures the 
fundamental concepts children require 
to become skilled readers and 
highlights distinct challenges faced in 
a multilingual environment. 
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EDUCATION SECTOR 


First National Level 
Workshop Organised 

e The Ministry of Education organised 
a workshop in New Delhi on May 24, 
2023. 


e It aim was to discuss the integration 
of 60 school examination boards 
operating in different states and union 
territories. 


* The workshop highlighted the need 
to re-evaluate the rote-examination 
culture prevalent in the education 
system. 


e The Central government is planning 
for uniformity of boards to facilitate 
seamless transition for students in 
different boards or regions. 


UGC Launched 

‘CU-Chayan’ Portal 

* The UGC Chairman M. Jagadesh 
Kumar launched the Central 
University Faculty recruitment portal 
CU-Chayan on May 3, 2023, which is 
completely user-friendly. = ` 

e CU-Chayan is a unified recruitment 
portal, designed and developed 
specifically for recruitment of the 
faculties in Central Universities. 

+ UGC has developed this portal to 
create an enabling environment for - 
both universities and applicants. 

¢ The portal provides a common 
platform for listing of 
vacancies/advertisements/jobs across 
all Central Universities. 


Digital Version of 
Employability Skills 
Curriculum Launched 

¢ Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan launched the 
digital version of the Employability 
Skills curriculum in New Delhi on 
April 11, 2023. 


* This Employability Skills curriculum - 


launched for students enrolled in 
India’s industrial training institutes. 
elt has brought together government 
s training institutions, civil society 


organisations, industry and corporate 
social responsibility partners. 

* It aims is to help young people 
acquire critical skills for the future. 


Indian Educational Degrees to 
be Recognised in Australia 

e Australian PM Anthony Albanese 
announced an ‘Australia-India 
education qualification recognition 
mechanism’ on March 10, 2023 while 
on his two-day tour in Gujarat. 


e He also announced that Geelong’s 
Deakin University will be the first . 
overseas university to open its branch ` 
campus in India. | 

¢ This facility available apart from a 
new ‘Maitri’ scholarship for Indian 
students to study in Australia for up to 
four years. 


Deakin University Became First 
Foreign University in India 

¢ Deakin University became first 
foreign university on March 2, 2023 to 
set up its International Branch Campus 


-in India. 


¢ This has become the first ladies 
university to set-up an International 
Branch Campus ( i at. eGET pe 


‘Gujarat. 


e This is a leading C in 
Australia to receive the approval of the 


International Financial Services Centers 


Authority (IFSCA). 

¢ IFSCA was established on April 27, 
2020, under the International Financial 
Services Centres Authority Act, 2019. 


Visva-Bharati to be World’s First 
Living Heritage University 

e It is announced on February 4, 2023 
that Visva-Bharati University is expected 
to get the status of the world’s first 
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‘Living Heritage University’ from 
UNESCO by April-May 2023. 

* Usually, the heritage tag is given ) 
UNESCO to the intangible 
monument. 

e But for the first time in the world. 
tangible university will be given the © 
legacy tag. 

e Visva-Bharati University was 
established in the year 1921 by 
Rabindranath Tagore. It is located jp 
Santiniketan, West Bengal. 


Foundation Laid for Forensj 
Science University 

e Home Minister Amit Shah laid 
foundation stone for Forensic Scien 
University in Dharwad (Karnataka) 
on January 28, 2023. 

e Union Minister called upon the - 
young generation to contribute . 
towards making India the number — 
one country in the world by 2027. 

e He was speaking at the Platinum 


. Jubilee celebrations of BV ial 


Bhoomaraddi College of Engineering 
and Technology in Hubballi. 
* He suggested along with career 
growth, the youth must set a goal ta 
make contributions to the growth of 
India. 


NCERT Notified India’ S 

First National 

Assessment Regulator 

* The National Council for Educatio 
Research and Training (NCERT) has 
notified India’s first national 
assessment regulator, PARAKH on 
January 16, 2023. | 

* PARAKH stands for ‘Performance 
Assessment, Review, and Analysis of 
Knowledge for Holistic development. 
* It will work on setting norms, 
standards and guidelines for student’ 
assessment and evaluation for all 
recognised school boards in the 
country. 

¢ PARAKH will work in three major 
assessment areas including large-s cays 
assessments, school-based 
assessments, and examination 
reforms. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


Taliban Extended Ban on 
Women Working for NGOs 
* The Taliban extended a ban on 
women working for NGOs to the 
United Nation’s mission throughout 
7 the country on April 4, 2023. 
ED UN mission expressed serious 
ies m after its female staffers were 
H ented from reporting to work in 
ngarhar province. 
Fi Chief Antonio Guterres has 
Mmed Taliban and stated that any 


Current Affairs Half Yearly 2023 


O 


such ban would be unacceptable and 
frankly, inconceivable. 

e Taliban restrictions in Afghanistan, 
especially the bans on education and 
NGO work, have drawn fierce 
international condemnation. 


AUSTRALIA 


Australia to Ban Nazi Symbols 
e Australia has announced it will 
introduce a national ban on Nazi 
symbols on June 9, 2023. 

« It is an effort to crack down on 
far-right groups. 
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* Public displays of the SS symbols will 
be punishable by up to a year in prison. 
+ The move comes amid a resurgence 
in far-right activity. 


Melbourne became 
Australia’s Biggest City after 
over 100 Years 

* Melbourne has overtaken Sydney to 
become Australia’s biggest city, in 
terms of population, after more than 
100 years on April 16, 2023. 

* Following a change in Melbourne’s 
boundary to include the area of 
Melton, the city’s population stands at 
4875400 — 18700 more than Sydney. 

e In the late 19th century, Melbourne 
was Australia’s biggest city amid the 
gold rush and outnumbered Sydney 
until 1905. 


Australia to Replace Queen 
Elizabeth’s Image on 

its Banknote 

+ Australia will replace the portrait of 
Queen Elizabeth II from its A$5 
currency note with a new design to 
reflect and honour the history of its 
Indigenous culture. 

¢ The decision follows consultation 
with the federal government, which 
supports the change, the Reserve Bank 
of Australia said in a statement on 
February 2, 2023. 

+ The other side of the note will 


continue to feature the Australian 
Parliament. 


< The Reserve Bank would consult 
with Indigenous groups in designing 
the A$5 banknote. 
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_ Dhaka on April 25, 2023. 
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AUSTRIA 


World’s Oldest Newspapers to 
End Daily Print Run 
* One of Austria’s oldest historic 
newspapers, Wiener Zeitung, is being 
discontinued from its print edition on 
April 27, 2023. 
e It is discontinued due’to shift its 
focus to digital media primarily after a 
decision from the parliament. 
e Wiener Zeitung is one of Austria’s 
oldest newspapers, founded in 1703. 


BANGLADESH 


First Road Safety Project in 
South Asia Launched 
+ The World Bank (WB) launched its 
first dedicated road safety project in 
South Asia on June 14, 2023. 
e Project launched with a $ 358 
million financing agreement signed in 
Dhaka with the government of 
Bangladesh. 
¢ The project will focus on two 
national highways in Bangladesh : 
Gazipur-Elenga (N4) and 
Natore-Nawabganj (N6). 
* The aim is to achieve a substantial 
reduction of over 30% in road traffic 
deaths on these 2 highways. 


Bangladesh Records Highest 
Inflation Rate in Over a Decade 
¢ Bangladesh experienced its highest | 
monthly inflation rate in over a decade; 
with inflation reaching 9.94% in May. 
* The data was released by the 
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) 
on June 5, 2023. | 
e This rate is the highest since 2010-11 
when it was recorded at 10.11%. 
¢ The increase in inflation is primarily 
attributed to the rise in both food and 
non-food prices during this period. 


Bangladesh Unveiled 
Indo-Pacific Outlook 

¢ Bangladesh officially unveiled its 
Indo-Pacific Outlook (IPO) outlining 
four guiding principles and 15 
objectives in the document. 
e It was released by State Minister of 

_ Foreign Affairs Shahriar Alam in 


© The official document recognises 


that stability and prosperity in the 
Indo-Pacific is a crucial factor in 
realising Bangladesh’s ‘Vision 2041’. 


e It aims is to build a modern, 
knowledge-based developed country 
by 2041. 


e The Indo-Pacific outlook of 


Bangladesh calls for strengthening the 


existing mechanisms on maritime 


safety and security in the Indo-Pacific. 


Bangladesh Commissioned its 


First Submarine Base 

e Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
inaugurated the first submarine base 
of Bangladesh ‘BNS Sheikh Hasina’ at 
Pekua in Cox’s Bazar on March 20, 
2023. 


* This new submarine base will help 
the Navy to enhance its operational 
capability to secure the vast maritime 

_ resources. Ships passing through the © 
Bay of Bengal can also take help from. 
this base. 


_* The government established the 
Bangladesh Navy as a full-fledged 
three-dimensional force with the 
induction of two submarines (‘BNS 
Navagatra’ and ‘BNS Joyjatra’) into 
the naval fleet on March 12, 2017. 


Bangladesh Added 

44 Countries in the 

List of Dual Citizenship 

e Bangladeshi citizens can now avail 
citizenship of 44 more new countries 
while keeping their Bangladeshi 
citizenship. 


_ © The decision to expand the existing 


list of 57 countries to 101 countries for 
which the Bangladeshi people can 
keep dual citizenship was cleared by 
the Cabinet on February 27, 2023. 

¢ Out of these 44 countries 19 
countries are in Africa, 12 countries 


` are in South America, 12 countries are 


~ System currently in use in India. 


environment. 


in the Caribbean region and one jy 


Oceania. The new list includes Eg 
South Africa, Kenya, Algeria, Suday 
Brazil, Bolivia, Argentina, Peru, Chi 
Cuba, Trinidad and Tobago, Barbą a; 
and Fiji among others. 


BAHRAIN 


Golden License to Make 
Large-Scale Investments 

e Bahrain launched the Golden 
License Initiative to encourage 
investment and job creation in the 
country on April 4, 2023. 

e It aim is to provide streamlined 
services and benefits to local and 
foreign businesses with large-scale 

investment projects in Bahrain. 


e Companies with important strategi 
projects and investments of more tha 
$ 50 million or creating more than 5% 
jobs in Bahrain will be eligible for the 
licence. 


e- India has the largest expatriate 
population in Bahrain, with around 
350000 Indians living in the country. 


BHUTAN 


Prince became First Digital 
Citizen of Bhutan 

e Seven-year-old Prince Jigme 
Namgyel Wangchuck became the 
country’s first digital citizen on 
February 25, 2022. 

e He is the heir apparent and eldest 
son of Bhutan’s King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck and Queen 
Jetsun Pema. | 
° The NDI is Bhutan’s national digita 
identity system which will allow | 
citizens to have a single digital portal 
where different personal information 
can be stored. od 


* The system is similar to the Aadhar 


CHINA 


Projects Launched to Build 
‘New-Era’ Marriage, 
Childbearing Culture 

* China government announced on 
May 13, 2023 to launch pilot projects : 
In over 20 cities to create a ‘new-el4 
marriage and childbearing culture t0 ` 
foster a friendly child bearing 
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| smplement population and fertility 

measures: l i 

Project will focus on promoting 
ad | 


marriages: having children at 
appropriate ages, encouraging ‘parents 
to share child-rearing responsibilities, 
and curbing high ‘bride prices’. 


China and Pakistan Agreed to 
extend CPEC to Afghanistan 

. Pakistan, China, and Afghanistan — 
have agreed on May 8, 2023 to enhance 
their economic relations by extending 
the CPEC, which is supported by 
Beijing, to Afghanistan. 

e This move aims to fully exploit the 
potential of Afghanistan as a regional 
connectivity hub. 

+ They agreed to strengthening 
trilateral cooperation under the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI) and 
extending the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) to . 
Afghanistan. 

¢ This was the first Foreign Ministers 
dialogue between the three countries 
since the Taliban’s return to power in 
Afghanistan in 2021. 


l 


* India has objected to the CPEC as it © 


passes through Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK). 


Chinese President Meet with 
Russian President 
* China’s President Xi Jinping arrived 
on March 20, 2023 in Moscow for his 
first visit to Russia since his 
counterpart Vladimir Putin launched 
s Invasion of Ukraine. 
* The two major powers have 
| described Xi’s three-day trip as an 
OPportunity to deepen their ‘no-limits 
friendship’. l 
his looks to Russia as a source of 
and gas for its energy-hungry 
economy, ; 
* The Chinese leader’ s visited to 
Inte Comes days after the 
issue tional Criminal Court (ICC) 
an arrest warrant for Putin for 


War crimes alle itted in 
Ukraine. gedly committed. 
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Chinese President Met with 
Brazil’s President in Beijing 

* Chinese leader Xi Jinping met with 
visiting Brazilian President Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva as part of a push to boost 


ties between two nations on April 15, 
2023. 


¢ The meeting came on the 2nd day of 
Lula’s visit to China. 


* China is most important trading 
partner of Brazil and key ally in his bid 
to challenge Western-dominated 
economic institutions. 


e China is Brazil's biggest export 
market, each year buying tens of 
billions of dollars’ worth of soybeans, 
beef, iron ore, poultry, pulp, sugar 
cane, cotton and crude oil. 


Xi Jinping Started Third 
Term as Chinese 
President 


Xi Jinping began an unprecedented 
third term as China’s President on 
March 9, 2023. eee 

He was endorsed by a unanimous 
vote from the 2977-member National 
People’s Congress (NPC). 


‘A digital monitor on the edge of the 
stage proclaimed the final tally, all 
2952 votes had been cast in favour of 
awarding Xi another term in office. 


Xi will head a hand-picked party and 
government team tasked with 
steering the world’s second-largest 
economy through challenges at home 
and abroad over the next five years. 


China’s First Population Drop 


in Six Decades 


e China had 1.41 billion people at the 
end of year 2022, according to data 
released by the National Statistics 
Bureau on January 17, 2023. 

e That marks the first drop since 1961, 
the final year of the Great Famine 
under former leader Mao Zedong. 

* The Chinese government informed 
that 9.56 million people were born in 
China in 2022, while 10.41 million 
people died. l 

e It is a milestone for the world’s 
second-largest economy, which is 
facing’an increasingly serious 
demographic crisis. 
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COLOMBIA 

Colombia Opened Military 
Service to Women for 
First Time 

* Colombia has opened milita 
to women for the first time in 25 years 
on March 9, 2023. 

-A cohort of 1296 women have been 
enlisted in Colombia’s Army in the 
month of February. 

* Colombia has long had compulsory 
military service for men ages 18 to 24. 
e The army relies heavily on the young 
recruits to staff bases, protect 
infrastructure and carry out 
administrative tasks. i 

e While its professional soldiers 
confront drug trafficking gangs and 
rebel groups. 

e Colombia’s army has around 200000 


ry service 


‘soldiers. Around 1% are women, who 


until now joined after attending 
military universities or applying for 
administrative jobs. 


CANADA 


Canada and Saudi Arabia 
Normalise Diplomatic 
Relations after 2018 Split 

e Saudi Arabia and Canada have 
agreed to resume diplomatic ties after 
five years of diplomatic feud and 
appointed new ambassadors on 

May 24, 2023. 

e Canada has already appointed a new 
ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Jean 
Philippe Linteau. 


* The decision was reached following 
discussions by Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau and Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. 
e This decision reached on the | 
sidelines of the summit of the Asia . 
Pacific Economic Cooperation forum in 
Bangkok in November 2022. 


Canada Banned Most 
Foreigners from Buying Homes 
e A ban on foreigners buying 
residential property in Canada took 
effect on January 1, 2023, aiming to 
make more homes available to locals 
facing a housing crunch. | 


a Several exceptions in the act pee 
individuals such as refugees and 
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permanent residents who are not 
citizens to buy homes. 


« According to a report, a legal 
exception has been granted for 
immigrants and other permanent 
residents of Canada who are not 
citizens. 


CROATIA 
Croatia Adopted Euro Currency 


e Croatia adopted the euro currency on 
January 1, 2023 and also joined 
Europe’s free passport club (Schengen 
area), nearly a decade after joining the 
European Union. 
e Croatia with a population of about 4 
million said goodbye to its Kuna 
currency and became the 20th member 
of the Eurozone. 
e It will be the 27th country in the 
world’s largest passport-free Schengen 
zone, which enables more than 400 
million people to move freely within 
its member states. 


EUROPEAN UNION 


EU Removed Pakistan from 
List of ‘High-Risk Third 
- Countries’ 
+ The European Union (EU) has 
removed Pakistan on March 29, 2023 
from its list of ‘High-Risk Third 
Countries’ that do not have a robust 
anti-money laundering and countering 
terrorist financing regime. 
¢ The developments come as a 
much-needed breather when Pakistan 
faces an economic crisis. . 
e Pakistan was included on the list in 
2018, placing the country under 
additional regulatory restrictions. 
* The list includes countries that the 
EU considers to have strategic 
deficiencies in their anti-money 
laundering and counter-terrorism 
financing frameworks. 


EU Formally Banned Gas and 
Diesel Car Sales from 2035 

e The European Parliament has 
approved the law on February 20, 2023 
to ban the sale of new gas and diesel 
cars in the EU, sta:ting in 2035. 

e The new legislation sets the path 
towards zero CO, emissions for new 
passenger cars and light commercial 
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vehicles in 2035. The European Union is 
a group of 27 countries that operate as 
a cohesive economic and political block. 


ESTONIA 


Pro-Ukraine Prime Minister 
Kallas Won Re-election 

+ The center-right Reform Party of 
Prime Minister Kaja Kallas over- 
whelmingly won the Baltic country’s 
general election on March 6, 2023. 


e That translates into 37 seats (31.2% 
of the vote) at Estonia’s 101-seat 
Parliament, or Riigikogu, an increase 
of three seats from the 2019 election. 
e EKRE took second place with 16.1% 
of votes and 17 seats in the legislature, 
a decrease of two seats compared to 
four years ago. 

e The Center Party, which is 
traditionally favored by Estonia’s 
sizable ethnic Russian minority, was 
third with 15.3% of the vote. 


EAST TIMOR 


East Timor to become 

11th Member of ASEAN 

e The ASEAN members agreed in 
principle to admit East Timor as the 
llth member of the bloc. 

e The ASEAN is a regional bloc 
founded on August 8, 1967 in 
Bangkok, Thailand. Its member states 
are Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. 


_© East Timor started applying for 


ASEAN membership in 2011. 


EGYPT 


Airo Masterplan Threatened 
Ancient City of the Dead 7 

e City of Dead is a 7 km long UNESCO 
World Heritage Site situated in Egypt 
on May 27, 2023. 
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e It is a series of vast Islamic era 
necropolises and cemeteries in Cair, $ | 


e As part of a government initiative $ | 
authorities are digging their way i 
through this site for a highway Proje | 
í 
| 


e Several historians and volunteers 
have come together to stop the histonų 
site’s demolition. 


FRANCE 


Cannes International Film 
Festival Held 


e Minister of State for Information an 
Broadcasting Dr. L. Murugan lead the 
Indian delegation to the Cannes 
International Film Festival from 

May 16 to 27, 2023. 

e They were also be joined by 
filmmaker Guneet Monga of The 
Elephant Whispers fame, Indian 
actresses Manushi Chhillar, Esha 
Gupta and Manipuri actor Kangabam § 
Tomba. 

* The Cannes Film Festival is one of 
the most prestigious international film 
festivals held annually in Cannes | 
(France). 


French Senate Voted to Raise 
Retirement Age 

¢ The French government has survived 
a vote of no-confidence on March 23, 
2023, which was triggered when it 
forced through an increase in the 
pension age to 64. 

* The vote, tabled by centrist MPs, hal 
278 votes in favour, falling short of tf 
287 votes needed. 

* A second no-confidence motion, 
tabled by Marine Le Pen’s far-right 
National Rally party, also did not pass § 
* Now both votes have failed, the 
controversial Bill to raise the retiremel! 
age from 62 to 64 will become law. 


FINLAND 


Finland Became 

31st Member of NATO 

* Finland has become the 31st 
member of the North Atlantic Treaty 


Organisation (NATO) on March 31, 
2023. 


* Turkey's unanimous vote played 4 
key role in Finland’s acceptance as 4 
NATO member. Finland shares a bO 
of more than 1300 km with Russia. 
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| Thar decision to join NATO was 

7, don security concerns following 
Erias invasion of Ukraine in 2022. 
Faro is a military alliance between 
North American and European 
countries formed in 1949 and 7 
headquartered in Brussels (Belgium). 


GEORGIA 

Georgia became Passed 
Resolution Condemning 
Hinduphobia | 

+ The Assembly of the US state of 
Georgia has passed a resolution 
condemning Hinduphobia (Prejudice 
towards Hinduism) on April 2, 2023. 

e Georgia has become the first US state 
to implement such a legal measure. 

+ The resolution stated that ‘Hinduism 
is the world’s largest and oldest 
religion’ and 1.2 billion people in more 
than 100 countries of the world follow 
this religion. 
e The resolution informed that this 
religion incorporates diverse traditions 
and faith with values of acceptance, 
mutual respect and peace. 

¢ Hinduphobia is a set of hostile, 
destructive and derogatory attitudes ` 
towards Hinduism and Hindus that 
may manifest as prejudice, fear or 
hatred. ‘ 


GREECE 


Greece PM Kyriakos 

Mitsotakis Won 

National Elections 

* Greece’s conservative Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis has won national 
elections on May 22, 2023. Mitsotakis’s 


party won 146 seats, five seats short of | 


the 151 required for a majority. 

* His center right New Democracy 
party were heading for almost 41% of 
the vote. The result showed that 
Greeks has given his party a mandate ~ 
for a four-year government. | 


GERMANY 


Germany Returned Remains 
of Indigenous People to 
New Zealand 


4 Six mummified and tattooed Maori 
pee have been returned by Germany 
© New Zealand on June 14, 2023. 
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* The move is part of Germany’s plan 
to return stolen or improperly acquired 
indigenous articles to their countries of 
origin. 

* The articles were welcomed to Te 
Papa, New Zealand’s National 
Museum, in a private ceremony. 


* Back in May 2018 and 2019, 
Germany had already returned a Maori 
skull to New Zealand. 


e The artifacts joined 95 M?ori and 
Moriori ancestral remains at the 
country's Te Papa Tongarewa museum. 


Germany Announced 
New Military Aid 
to Ukraine 


Germany government has promised 
Ukraine on May 13, 2023, further arms 
deliveries worth € 2.7 billion ($ 2.95 
billion) ahead of a possible visit to 
Germany by Ukrainian President 
V. Zelenskyy. 


According to the ministry, the package 
includes 20 more Marder infantry 
fighting vehicles, 30 Leopard-1 tanks 
and four IRIS-T-SLM air defense 
systems. 

Germany was initially reluctant to 
send heavy arms to Ukraine to help it 
confront Russia's invasion, fearing it 
might escalate the fight. 
Germany last year provided Ukraine 
with military support worth € 2 billion 
and had earmarked € 2.2 billion for 
this year (2023). 


Germany and Britain 
Intercepted 3 Russian Military 
Reconnaissance Aircraft 

e The German Air Force announced on 
April 26, 2023 that it intercepted three 
Russian military aircraft flying over the 
Baltic Sea. Germany and UK 
Eurofighter have been alerted to 
identify 3 military machines. 

e The two SU-27 flankers and one 
IL-20 from Russia flew again without a 
transponder signal in international 
airspace over the Baltic Sea. 

e German and British forces were 
deployed to identify the two Sukhoi 
Su-27 fighter aircraft and one Ilyushin 


Il-20 aircraft. The Baltic Sea is an arm ~ 


of the Atlantic Ocean located in 
northern Europe. 


ISRAEL 

Israel Introduced Digital Birth 
Certificates 

* Israel government has introduced a 
digital birth certificate on June 7, 
2023. 

* Digital certificate launched for 
someone who was born in Israel for 
free. 

¢ The service allows parents to receive 
the birth certificate immediately as a 
digital file via e-mail or mobile device 
app. 

+ The new service eliminates the need 
for people to personally go to a 
government office to obtain the 
document. 


PM Announced Suspension of 
Judicial Reforms 


-e Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 


Netanyahu has agreed to suspend a 
planned — suspension of judicial 
reforms following nationwide protests 


on March 27, 2023. 


e Netanyahu made the announcement 
after two days of large protests against 
the plan. 


-e In a nationally televised address, 


Israeli Prime Minister said, he wants 
to give himself and his political 
opponents time to seek a compromise 


over the contentious package. 


Israel Passed Law Protecting 
PM from Removal 

e Israeli lawmakers have passed 
legislation on March 23, 2023 that 
drastically narrows the circumstances 
required to remove Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu from office. 


¢ The law, the first of several set to 
overhaul the judiciary, is believed to be 
intended to stop the Supreme Court or 
the Attorney General’s Office from 
influencing possible impeachment. 


¢ The legislation stipulates that 

a three-quarters majority in 
Parliament or the Cabinet would be 
needed to remove a Prime Minister 
from office. 

¢ It was approved by the 120-seat 
Knesset in a 61-to-47 vote, with the 
remaining lawmakers either absent or 
abstaining from the vote. 
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Israel's Parliament Advances 
Contested Law for Judicial 
Overhaul 

e Israel’s Parliament, the Knesset, 
passed two Bills that seek to overhaul 
Israel's judiciary after garnering a 
majority of 63 to 47 votes in a 
120-member Parliament on 

February 21, 2023. 


* The Bills, proposed by the ruling 
coalition, increase government control 
over judicial appointments and block 
courts from reviewing Basic Laws. 

* The Bill will now return to the law 
committee for more debate, ahead of 
its second and third readings in the 
plenum before it becomes law. 


israel Passed Law to Strip 
‘Convicted Terrorists’ of 
their Citizenship 

* The Israeli House of Representatives 
approved a law to strip ‘convicted 
terrorists’ of Israeli nationality their 
citizenship on February 18, 2023. 


* The government gave out the reason 


that the convicted terrorist might be 


receiving funding from the Palestinian 


Authority. 


* New law will apply to both Israeli 
citizens and permanent residents 
incarcerated following a conviction of » 
terror or felicitating terror activity that 


can harm the sovereignty of the nation. 


* The legislation was an amendment 
to Israel’s 1952 Citizenship Law. 


INDONESIA 


Indonesia Moved Capital from 


Jakarta to Borneo 


¢ The Indonesian government unveiled 
the site of the country’s new capital on 


- March 9, 2023. The new capital, 
- Nusantara, is located in the East 
` Kalimantan province of Borneo. 


© The new capital city of the country 
will be called Nusantara. 


¢ Jakarta, home to 10 million people 


has been described as the world’s most 
rapidly sinking city which is estimated 


to be completely submerged by 2050. 
¢ Indonesia was earlier known as 
Dutch East Indies (Netherlands East 
Indies) and it became Independent 
from the Netherlands on August 17, 
1945. 
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IRAN 


lranian President Raisi 
Visited Syria 

* Syrian Economy Minister: Samer 
al-Khalil on May 3, 2023 received 
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi at 
Damascus International Airport as the 


latter arrived in Syria for a two-day 
visit. 


* This was the first visit by an Iranian 
leader since war broke out in Syria in 
2011. Raisi’s visit comes as Iran and 


regional rival Saudi Arabia rebuild ties- 3 


after years of tensions.. 


e Raisi met counterpart Bashar 
al-Assad in Damascus. 


e Raisi and Assad signed a long-term 
strategic co-operation agreement, 
including a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on oil industry 


` cooperation. 


Iran Appointed First UAE 
Ambassador Since 2016 

e Iran appointed an ambassador to the 
United Arab Emirates for the first time 
‘since 2016, amid a realignment of 
relations between Gulf states and Iran 
on April 4, 2023. “es 


* Iran’s newly appointed ambassador 


` Reza Ameri had served as the Director 


General of the Iranian expatriates’ ` 
office in the Foreign Ministry. 

¢ The move comes after the UAE in 
last August (2022) moved to upgrade 
ties and said it was returning its 
ambassador to Tehran. 


IRELAND 


ireland Introduced Health 
Warnings on Alcohol 


-= œ Ireland’s Health Minister, Stephen 


Donnelly, signed a new regulation on 
May 24, 2023. It will carry warnings 
about the health risks of drinking 
alcohol, as well as the product’s calorie 
count. Peck 


¢ Ireland became the first country; 
the world to introduce health 
warnings on alcohol. 


e This innovative step aims to Taise 
awareness about the potential healt 
risks associated with alcohol 
consumption. 


¢ The introduction of health Warnin 
on alcohol bottles and cans will sep, 
as a powerful tool for public health 
promotion and education. 


ICELAND 


Iceland became First Count 
to Suspend its Embassy 

in Russia 

° Iceland becomes the first country o 
June 10, 2023 to suspend its embassy 
in Russia from August onwards. 


e Iceland, which is a member of 
NATO, has asked Moscow to limit its 
diplomatic operations in Reykjavik. 
e Reykjavik is the capital and largest 
city of Iceland. 

* The Icelandic Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs summoned the Russian 
Ambassador to Iceland, to inform him 
of this decision. 

e Iceland became the first NATO ` 
country to take that step. 


JAPAN 


Japan Raises Age of Consent 
From 13 To 16 Years Old 

* Japan’s Parliament raised the age of 
sexual consent to 16 from 13 on 
June 16, 2023. 


e It is a limit which had remained 


unchanged for more than a century 
(1907). 


* Japan’s age of consent for sex was 
among the lowest in the world. 


* The reform also clarifies the grounds 
for rape prosecutions. 


* Human rights groups welcomed the 
reform and termed it a major leap 
forward. 


* The age of consent, below which anf 
sexual activity is considered rape, is 
different in different countries. 

* India has set 18 as the age of 
consent, whereas it is 16 in Britain aN 
14 in Germany and China. 
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A 
Japan Adopted New 
Sanctions on Russia 
e Japan has approved additional 

t sanctions against Russia over its war 
on Ukraine on May 30, 2023. 

e Japan freezing the assets of dozens 

i of individuals and groups and bay 

t exports to Russian military re] 
organisations. 

e Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu 
Matsuno sharply criticised the signing 

. of a deal between Russia and Belarus, 

| * Japan also imposed an export ban on 
80 Russian military related 
organisations, including machinery 
makers. The provision of construction, 

' engineering and other services for 

Russia will also be banned. 


Japan Approved Nation’s 
First Abortion Pill ‘Mefeego’ 
* A Japanese Health Ministry panel 
approved the country’s first abortion 
pill developed by Britain’s Linepharma 
International Ltd - Mefeego pill pack 
on April 24, 2023. 

* It'd provide an alternative toa 
surgical procedure amid calls for 
progress in women’s reproductive 
rights in Japan. 

* Generally, abortions in J apan are 


performed with the help of metal 
instruments. 


Japanese PM made Surprise 
Visit to Ukraine 

* Prime Minister Fumio Kishida met 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy on March 21, 2023 in Kyiv, 
in a rare and unannounced visit. 

* This visit highlighted the J apan’s 
Support for the war-torn country in the 
face of Russia’s ongoing invasion. 

* A surprise trip to Ukraine to meet 
Ukrainian President held a day after 
Chinese leader Xi J inping met his 
Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin in - 
Moscow, 7 

* Kishida also traveled to Bucha, the 
town just north of the Ukrainian 
Capital that has become synonymous 


With Russian atrocities and alleged 
war crimes. 


Japan Approved Bill to 
Raise Age of Consent 


* Japan’s Cabinet approved a Bill on 
March 13, 2023 to amend the 
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Country’s Pe 
of sexual CO 
Sexual offer 


nal Code regarding the age 
sent and a range of 

ice charges, 
. According to the Bill 
Passed during the curr 
Parliamentary Session, 
sexual consen 
from 13 to l6. 


* The age of sexu 


* The new jail term will replace all 
Previous provisions that call for 


imprisonment for the duration of the 
offender’s Natural life. 


MYANMAR 


Aung San Suu Kyi’s National 
League for Democracy 


aimed to be 
ent 

the age of 
tin Japan Will be raised 


al consent in 


Japan i 
has not been legally raised from 13 , Party Dissolved 
since its enactment in 1907, * The milita 


ry government of Myanmar 
dissolved numerous opposition parties, 
including the one led by the deposed 


leader Aung San Suu Kyi on March 28, 
2023. 


* The age of c 
has been one 
industrialised 


onsent in this country 
of the lowest in the 


world for Many decades. 


Libyan Parliament 
Suspended its Prime 


Minister 


The Libyan Parliament has decided to 
Suspend the Libyan Prime Minister 

Fathi Bashagha from his post on 
May 17, 2023. , 


The suspension reflects the internal 
conflicts and challenges facing the 
Sovernment in the country. 


* They failed to register within the 


stipulated time frame prior to the 
elections. 


* Suu Kyi’s National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party was one of the 
40 political parties that were dissolved. 
* The NLD had a significant majority 
in Parliament from 2015 to 2021 and 


governed Myanmar, but was ousted by 
the military. 


Fathi Bashagha has served as. Prime NEPAL 

Minister of Libya, leading the 2025 to be Observed as 
Government of National Accord (GNA). ‘Special Tourism Year’ 
He has been an influential figure in in Nepal 

Libyan politics, contributing to 


Stabilisation efforts duringa ` 
challenging period. 


The Libyan Parliament's decision to 
Suspend Fathi Bashagha stemmed 
from various factors and internal 
disputes. 


* President Ram Chandra Paudel 
announced on May 20, 2023 that the 
decade of 2080s in Bikram Samvat 
calendar would be recognised as ‘the 
Visit Nepal decade’. 


* 2025 will be designated as special 
year for tourism. — 


* The tourism sector in Nepal had 
experienced a significant decline due 


to the Covid-19 crisis, but is slowly 
bouncing back. 


These include allegations of 


mismanagement, corruption, or policy 
disagreements, 


MALAYSIA * Recent statistics maintained by the 
‘ Nepal Tourism Board show that nearly 
Malaysia me ed Mandatory one lakh tourists have been visiting 
“iari Pena ngs Nepal monthly since the start of 2023. 
or serious Crimes 


* Malaysia's Parliament passed a Bill 
Monday to remove mandatory death 
sentences on April 4, 2023. 

e Convictions for several offenses, 
including murder and drug trafficking, 
previously came with automatic death 
penalties, giving judges no leeway. 

e Malaysia has had a moratorium on 
executions since 2018, when it first 
promised to abolish capital 
punishment entirely. 


Ram Sahaya Prasad Yadav 
Elected as Nepal’s Third 
Vice-President 

* Ram Sahaya Prasad Yadav, a leader 
of the Janata Samajbadi Party, has 
won the election to become Nepal’s 
third Vice-President. 

* The election was held with 
participation from 311 federal 
lawmakers and 518 Provincial 
Assembly members. 
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.e Ram Sahaya Prasad Yadav was a 
former Minister for Forests and 
Environment and served as a member 
of Nepal's first Federal Parliament. 

e He was elected to the Bara 2 
constituency in the 2017 Nepalese 
general election. 


NETHERLANDS 


1000-year-old Medieval 
Golden Treasure Discovered 
in the Netherlands 
e A Dutch historian discovered a 
1000-year-old Medieval treasure trove 
that included four golden ear 
pendants, two strips of gold leaf, and 
39 silver coins on March 10, 2023. 
e In 2021, Lorenzo Ruijter used a 
metal detector in the little North 


Holland town of Hoogwoud to discover . 


the hoard. 

e Researchers estimate the treasure 
would have been buried around the 
year 1250 CE, which is when one of 
the coins had a date of origin. 

e The jewellery would have been at 
least two centuries old by then. 


NEW ZEALAND 


Ban Single-use Vapes in 

New Zealand 

* New Zealand announced on June 6, 
2023, a ban on disposable vapes. ` 
¢ It tighten regulations on outlets to 
reduce harm for young people. 
e It tightening the nation’s chokehold 
_ on smoking as it also phases in a 

neéar-total prohibition on tobacco sales. 
e Disposable vapes — defined as those 
without removable or replaceable 
batteries — will be banned from August 
2023. . 
* The government won’t allow new 
outlets within 300 m (330 yards) of 
schools or traditional indigenous Maori 
meeting houses. 


New Zealand Declared 

- National Emergency | 

* The New Zealand government has 
declared a national emergency on 
February 14, 2023 after Cyclone 
Gabrielle hit the North Island. Cyclone 
Gabrielle causes widespread flooding 
landslides and huge ocean swells 
across the North Island. 
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e This is an unprecedented weather 
event that is having widespread 
impacts across much of the North 
Island. 

+ Gabriel appeared over some small 
islands about 100 km North-East of 
Auckland, but is now moving 
South-West. 


New Zealand Passed Unique 
Tobacco Minimum Age Law 

* New Zealand passes unique tobacco 
minimum age law aiming to ban 
smoking for next generation on 
December 13, 2022. 


e To achieve its goal of becoming 
smoke-free by 2025, New Zealand 
passed a bill to ban the sale of tobacco 
to anyone born on or after Jan. 1, 2009. 


e Under the new law, the legal 


- amount of nicotine in tobacco products 


will also be slashed. 

e The Smokefree Environments and 
Regulated Products (Smoked Tobacco) 
Amendment Bill aims to phase out 
tobacco smoking. | 

s Under the new law 600 stores will be 
allowed to sell tobacco nationwide 
instead of about 6000. 


POLAND 


Poland Banned Grain and 
Food Imports from Ukraine 

* Poland and Hungary have decided on 
April 16, 2023 to ban imports of grain 
and other food from neighbouring 
Ukraine to protect the local agricultural 
sector. 

e After Russia's invasion blocked some 
Black Sea ports, large quantities of 
Ukrainian grain, ended up staying in 
Central European states due to 
logistical bottlenecks, hitting prices 
and sales for local farmers. 

e Prime Ministers of 5 eastern 
European countries announced that 
the scale of the increase in products 


- raise the policy rate to 19% or 200 


$ Directly challenging Pakistan’s 


like grains, oilseeds, eggs, poultry ! 
sugar had been ‘unprecedented’. 

e PMs of 5 eastern European Count, 
announced tariffs on Ukrainian 
agricultural imports should potential 
be considered. ! 


PAKISTAN 


Pakistan Government Hikeg 
Policy Interest Rate for 
IMF Bailout 


* Pakistan’s government has agreed ty 
increase the policy interest rate by 24 
or 200 basis points to meet another 
condition set by the IMF on 
February 26, 2023. 


e Amid the severe economic crisis, 
Pakistan’s government has decided ty 


basis points. It will be an increase of 
2%. Currently, it stands at 17%. 


e The increase is based on rates the 
government set in the auction to raise 
domestic debt: 


Pakistan Received $ 700 
Million Funds from China 

e Pakistan’s Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar announced on February 25, 2023 
that his country has received $ 700 
million funds from the China 
Development Bank. 

¢ The deposit comes as Pakistan has 
been struggling with its external debt 
and has barely enough dollars to cover 
less than three weeks’ worth of 
imports. 

* Finance Minister Ishaq Dar referred 
to the deposit as a ‘lifeline’ for Pakistan. 


Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
Announced Parallel Govt. 

e In Pakistan, Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan, TTP has announced its 
government with a full Cabinet on 
January 1, 2023. 


sovereignty, TTP announced its new 
appointments dividing the outfit into 
various ministries. 

* According to sources, the TTP has 
divided areas in its loose control or 
contested with Pakistan into two 
provinces. Last November, the TTP 
formally withdrew its ceasefire 
agreement with Pakistan. 
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\ QATAR 
Qatar and Bahrain to 
Resume their Diplomatic Ties 
» Qatar and Bahrain have announced 
on April 15, 2023 that they will resume 
their diplomatic ties after over two 
“years since the Arab boycott of Qatar 
was lifted. 
e In January 2021, Saudi Arabia, the 
ynited Arab Emirates, Bahrain, and 
Egypt ended a three- and half-year 
| embargo of Qatar. 
+ All except Bahrain had already 
restored travel and trade links in 2021. 
e The decision to resume diplomatic 
relations was made during the 2nd 
meeting of the Bahraini-Qatari 
Follow-up Committee. 
e Meeting held at the headquarters of 
the GCC General Secretariat in the 
Saudi capital. 


RUSSIA 


Russia-China Sealed 

Economic Pacts 

e Russian Prime Minister signed a set 
_ of agreements with China on May 24, 

2023 during a trip to Beijing, 

describing bilateral ties at an 

unprecedented high. 


* They signed the deal despite 

criticism of their relationship in the 
West as the war in Ukraine drags on. 

* The pressure from the West has 
shown no sign of easing, with the 
Group of Seven’s weekend declarations 
singling both countries out on a series 
of issues including Ukraine. 


* The G7 agreed to tighten sanctions 
against Moscow and urged China to 


press Russia to withdraw its forces 
from Ukraine. 


Putin Signed Law Banning 
Officials from Using 

Foreign Words 

* Russian President Vladimir Putin 
Signed an amended law that prohibits 
government officials from using most 
foreign words during their official 
duties on March 1, 2023. 

* A list of foreign-based words that 
Can still be used will be published 
separately. The amendments do not 
Mention any punishments for those 
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Who fail to respect the updated law 
The amendments to the 2005 law are 
designed to protect and support the 
Status of Russian, according to a text 
posted on the government's website. 


FATF Suspended 


Russia's Membership 
Over Ukraine War 


Global anti-money laundering 


Watchdog Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) suspended Russia's 


membership on February 24, 2023 
over the Ukraine war. 

The FATF has suspended Russia's 
membership for its ‘illegal, 
unprovoked and unjustified’ full-scale 
military invasion of Ukraine. 
Russia's actions ‘run unacceptably’ 
against the FATF's core principles, 
which aim to protect, safeguard and 
promote the integrity of the global 
financial system. 

FATF was formed in the year 1989 at 


the meeting of G-7 countries held in 
Paris. 


SAUDI ARABIA 


OPEC Members Announced 
Cut in Oil Production 
Exceeding Wi} ax 

¢ Saudi Arabia and other OPEC Plus 
members announced that they would 
further reduce oil production 
amounting to around 1.16 million 
barrels per day on April 2, 2023. 

e The announcement was made at a 
virtual meeting of the OPEC Plus 
ministerial panel. 

e This would be the biggest reduction 
since oil producers cut two million 
barrels per day in October 2022. 

¢ The Organisation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) is a 
permanent, intergovernmental 
organisation that was established in 
1960. 


Makkah got World’s Longest 
Calligraphic Mural on Road 

* The Grand Mosque Road in Makkah 
now features the longest calligraphic 
painting in the world on January 22, 
2023, the most recent addition to the 
holy city’s aesthetic appeal. 


* The 75-metre mural created by the 
artist Amal Felemban. Amal Felemban 
is one of a number of sculptures and 
installations that already beautify 
Makkah as part of a programme 
conducted by the local government, 

* It aim is to improve its aesthetic 
appeal and show-off Saudi heritage 
and culture to pilgrims. 


Saudi Arabia’s Cabinet 
Approved the Joining of SCO 
* Saudi Arabia agreed to join the SCO 
as a dialogue partner. The cabinet 
approved the decision in a meeting 
chaired by King Salman bin Abdul 
Aziz on March 29, 2023. 

* As a dialogue partner, Saudi Arabia 
will participate in SCO meetings and 
activities, but will not be a full 
member of the organisation. 

* This status allows increased 
cooperation between Saudi Arabia and 
SCO members on issues such as 
security, economic development and 
cultural exchange. 


SOUTH KOREA 


South Korean Court Granted 
Legal Status for 

Same-Sex Couple 

* A South Korean court ruled that 
same-sex couples are entitled to the 
same spousal coverage as heterosexual 
couples under the national health 
insurance service on Feb, 21, 2023. 

è This marked the first legal 
recognition of same-sex couples in 
South Korea. 

* The Seoul High Court's landmark 
ruling overturned a previous order by a 
lower court in January 2022, which 
rejected a gay couple’s petition after 
one partner was told he had to make 
separate health insurance payments. 

* According to a report, a Seoul high 
court judge said that the lower court's 
ruling had been overturned and 
insurance contributions imposed on | 
one of the spouses had been revoked. 


SPAIN 


Spanish Govt. Passed Law | 
Providing ‘Menstrual Leave’ 


e Spain’s government approved a law 
on February 17, 2023, providing paid 


35 


e INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


medical leave for women suffering 
from severe menstrual pain, a first in 
any European country, 


* These leave facilities are available in 
a handful of countries including 
Japan, Indonesia, and Zambia. 


* New legislation allows employees 
experiencing period pain to as much 
time off as they need, with the State 
social security system (not employers) 
picking up the tab for the sick leave. 

* According to the rules like paid leave 
found in other health related 
problems, approval should be given to 
get treatment from the doctor even 
during the period. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


‘State of Disaster’ Declared 
over Electricity Crisis 

* President Cyril Ramaphosa declared 
a ‘state of disaster’ due to the l 
country’s power crisis during his 
annual State of the Nation address in 
Cape Town on February 10, 2023. 

* This follows just 10 months after the 
Covid-induced ‘State of Disaster’ was 
lifted. South Africa is currently facing 
several crises, including issues such as 


power crisis, unemployment, increase 
in crime and violence. 


SERBIA 


President Launched a Large- 

scale Disarmament Plan 

* Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic 

vowed launched a large-scale 

disarmament plan to remove hundreds 

of thousands of guns from the country 

on May 5, 2023, 

* It is following back-to-back mass 
shootings in the Balkan country this 
week (May Ist week). 

e His statement comes hours after at 
least 8 people were killed and 13 
injured in the latest shooting near 
Belgrade. During a live broadcast, 
Vucic announced, they will do an 
almost complete disarming of Serbia. 


SWEDEN 


Sweden Shut Down Embassy 
in Pakistan ive 

¢ Due to the current security situation 

in Islamabad, the Embassy of Sweden 
is closed for visitors on April 13, 2023. 


* Pakistani students looking forward 
to taking admission to Swedish 
educational institutions will be 
affected the most by this decision. 

* Many believe the decision was 
linked to the recent incident of the 
burning of the Quran in Sweden. 

* China temporarily closed down the 
consular section of its embassy in 
Pakistan in February 2023 due to 
‘technical issues’, 


TANZANIA 


Tanzania Announced 
Outbreak of Deadly Marburg 
Virus Disease 

* Tanzania declared an outbreak of the 
highly contagious and deadly virus 
Marburg virus on March 26, 2023, 
which causes viral hemorrhagic fever. 


tA 


* According to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), through contact 
tracing in the country, around 161 
people have been identified as at risk 
of infection. | ; 

* The government has deployed an 
emergency response team to the area 
as well as neighboring countries have 
increased surveillance. 


e Marburg is as deadly as Ebola and 
no suitable drug or vaccine has yet 


been discovered to treat and prevent - 
the disease. 


* Symptoms of disease is high fever, 
severe headache, muscle pain, 
abdominal pain and cramping. 

* Nausea and vomiting may also begin 
on the third day after infection. 


TAIWAN 
Taiwan Passed Chips Act 


* Taiwanese lawmakers have passed 
new rules that let local chip firms turn 
25% of their annual research and 
development expenses into tax credits 
on January 8, 2023. 
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* It is a part of efforts to ke 
cutting-edge semiconductor 
technologies at home anq main f 
island’s technology leadersh Lain ie? 
e The new incentives should ak 
effect sometime from 2023. € 
e The USA used to dominate A i 
of the semiconductor market j Sy , 
the advantages of the Fitst-moyey í 
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TURKIYE | 3 
Erdogan Sworn-in as i! 
Turkish President ge 


* President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
sworn in at the Turkish Parliamen f 
June 3, 2023 after winning a histon, y 
runoff election and securing aN Cs 
five years in power. „£ 
e Inaugration ceremony was attendi 
by twenty-one heads of state, 13 va 2 
ministers as well as parliamentary, id 
ministerial-level representatives. 

e It also includes representatives of 
international organisations, includiy 
the Organisation of Turkic States, [fe 
NATO and the Organisation of Islamic + 
Cooperation. Ambassador Virander $a 
Paul. } ce 


an 
Turkey’s First Aircraft Carrie q 
° The Turkish Navy has received the 
TCG Anadolu, its first aircraft Carrier fal 
on April 15, 2023. : 


w 
_ * It is expected to house the world's ce 


first air wing made primarily of i 
unmanned aircraft. 


* The vessel would host many mand ¢ 


= 


` and unmanned aerial vehicles, with $, 


the TB3 from the Bayraktar family fy 
being the latest prototype tested on tif, 
carrier's flight deck. f 
* The TB3 is a naval drone with 
foldable wings designed for ship dedi i 
and short runways. ; 
* Its line-of-sight and beyond-line- fÙ 
of-sight communications capabilities ff 
allow it to be operated from far awa Js 
locations, l 
* The TCG Anadolu is based on b 
Spain's flagship, the Juan Carlos, fs 
with a displacement of 27436 tons ah f y 
a top speed of about 21 knots. 6 
0 
4 
\ 
l 
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Earthquake in Turkiye 

* Three earthquakes measuring 7.8% 
7.6, and 6.0 magnitude on the 
Richter scale hit wide swaths of 
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Ni cute 


eighbouring Syria on 
| pa BS Lise. al 
Key 4 2023. A major earthquake 
M P pruary Rive and Syria killing more 
h: fuc se people and flattening 
a ‘ ds of buildings. 
an ‘Geological Survey said 
wi, heU s centred about 33 km 
Syl quake i from Gaziantep about 
| (0 ye miles) from the town of 
7 . jt was centred 18 km 
pura) deep, according to the US 
jm 
slogical Survey. l 
! Ge ors were also felt in Cyprus, 
js we Greece, Jordan, Lebanon, 
h fra United Kingdom, Iraq and 
= f SY j 
l rga. 
Ea buildings tumbled down in 
| ‘ neighbouring provinces of Malatya, 
J E bakir and Malatya, HaberTurk 
y 
m Bvision reported. 


UNITED STATES 


| Three New Categories Added 

| for The Grammy | 

¿| « Three new Grammy Award ; 
categories have been added for next 
ceremony, the Recording Academy has 
announced on June 16, 2023. 
« Awards for best African music 
performance, best alternative jazz 
album and best pop dance recording 


_ will all feature at the 66th annual 
ceremony. 


* The change will allow all Grammy 


voters to vote in the non-genre-specific 
categories. 


* The 66th annual GRAMMY Awards 
will be held in 2024. 
* The Grammy Awards presented by 
_ the Recording Academy of the US to 


recognise ‘outstanding’ achievements 
in the music industry. 
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US Congress Approved Deal 

| Owing Limit 

F The us Congress approved a deal on 
f une 3, 2023 to 


lift the country’s 
borrowing limit, | 


i thog a Tian measure passed 


63-36. om Senate with a vote of 


Re passed after the US House 


N S government 


os the most Comprehensive 
reement signed With 
gton since 1979, 


the 
trade ay 
Washin 


* Taiwa 
deal has described 


Californig State Senate 
Passed Caste 
ISCrimination Bill 
The California 
34-1 vote a Bil 
would make d 
. basis of Caste 


State Senate Passed by 
lon May 12, 2023 that 
iscrimination on the 
illegal in the State. 
California would become the first 
State to protect Caste if the st 


ate 
Assembly passes the bill and 
Governor Gavin 


Newsom signs it into 
law. 


In California, caste discrimination 
occurs across industries, including 
technology, education, construction, 


restaurants, domestic work and > 
medicine. 


‘Solar Decathlon’ Build 
Challenge in US 


* Ball State University, Indiana (US) 
took almost two years to design and 
build their zero-energy home and won 
the ‘2023 Build Challenge’ competition 
on April 29, 2023 in the US. 

* The IIT-Bombay and the University 
of British Columbia came second and 
third respectively in this year’s ‘Build 
Challenge’. 

* IIT-Bombay’s SHUNYA (Sustainable 
Housing for Urbanising Nation by its 
Young Aspirants) team secured 2nd 
place in Solar Decathlon Build 
Challenge in the United States. 

e It is for their innovative zero-energy 
house designed to address air quality 
challenges in Mumbai's hot and 
humid climate. ee 

. is a student-driven 
Bein se of IIT-Bombay working 
to build a sustainable future. 
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* It was the only team representing 
India in this competition out of 
32 teams from across the world. 


US-South Korea President 
Secured a Landmark Deal 

* US President Joe Biden and South 
Korean President Yoon Suk-Yeol have 
secured a landmark deal on April 27, 
2023, 

* It includes plans to periodically 
deploy US nuclear- armed submarines 
in South Korea. Washington has also 
agreed to involve Seoul in its planning 
for the use of nuclear weapons in any 
conflict with North Korea. 

* In return, South Korea has agreed to 
not develop its own nuclear weapons. 
* The declaration comes amid rising 
concerns about nuclear threats from 
North Korea as the country carries out 


a record number of ballistic missile 
tests. 


New York City Appointed its 
First ‘Rat Czar’ 


* New York City appointed Kathleen 
Corradi as its inaugural ‘Rat Czar’ to 
tackle the city’s serious rodent issue. 
* Koradi was given the responsibility 
of reducing the rat population and 
creating a clean environment for the 
residents. 

* The Adams administration is 
dedicating $ 3.5 million to the Harlem 
Rat Mitigation Zone, a new initiative 
to ramp up rat control measures 
throughout Harlem. 


Georgia Passed Resolution 
Condemning Hinduphobia . 
* The Assembly of the US state of 
Georgia has passed a resolution 
condemning Hinduphobia (Prejudice 
towards Hinduism) on April 2, 2023. 
* Georgia has become the first US 


state to implement such a legal 
measure. 


* The resolution stated that “Hinduism 
is the world’s largest and oldest 
religion’ and 1.2 billion people in more 
than 100 countries of the world follow 
this religion. | 

* The resolution informed that this 
religion incorporates diverse traditions 
and faith with values of acceptance, 
mutual respect and peace. 
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e Hinduphobia is a set of hostile, 
destructive and derogatory attitudes 
towards Hinduism and Hindus that 
may manifest as prejudice, fear or 
hatred. 


Spouses of H-1B Visa Holders 
Allowed to Workin US 


e In a major relief to foreign workers 
in the US technology sector, a court 
there has ruled that the spouses of 
H-1B visa holders can now work in the 
United States on March 31, 2023. 


e The petition by ‘Save Jobs USA’ 
sought to quash the employment 
authorisation cards given to the 
spouses of H-1B visa holders. 


* Save Jobs USA is an organisation of 
IT workers who claim they lost their 
jobs because of H-1B workers. Tech 
companies like Amazon, Apple, Google 
and Microsoft opposed this petition. 


Law Banning Caste-based 
Discrimination came into 
Effect in Seattle 


* The law to ban caste-based 
discrimination has come into effect in 
US’ Seattle on March 28, 2023, making 
it the first city in the country to enact 
such legislation. 

* The resolution was moved by 
Kshama Sawant, an Indian-American 
politician, economist and an 
upper-caste Hindu. 

* It was approved unanimously by the 
Seattle City Council by six to one vote. 


US Announced Extension of 

Premium Processing of F-1 

Visa for Students 

e US Citizenship and Immigration 

Services announced on March 7, 2023 

the expansion of premium processing 
of F-] Visa applications for students 
seeking optional practical training. 

* The premium processing of the F-1 
visa will now be expanded to students 
of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics streams or its 
extension seeking OPT, 
e According to an official release, 
online filing of Form 1-907, request for 
Premium Processing Service, is now 
available to F-1 Visa students in these 
categories. 
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US President Signed 
Bipartisan Bill to 

Declassify Intelligence 

e US President Joe Biden has signed a 
bipartisan Bill that directs the federal 
government to declassify intelligence 
about the origins of COVID-19, 


* Ina statement, he said, the US 
needs to get to the bottom of 
COVID-19’s origins including potential 
links to the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology. 


* It cites ‘potential links’ between the 
research that was done there and the 
outbreak of Covid-19, which the World 
Health Organisation declared a 
pandemic on March 11, 2020. 


US Introduced Bill for 

Dalai Lama | 

e US lawmakers have introduced bill 
on February 11, 2023 to promote 
peaceful resolution of conflict between 
China and Dalai Lama. 


* This Bill introduced in the House of | 
. Representatives and the Senate that 
outlines US policy for open dialogue 
between China and Tibetan spiritual | 
leader the Dalai Lama. 


* The Bill calls for the independence of 
the Tibetan people and the peaceful - 
resolution of their differences 
regarding Tibet. 


e In this Bill, emphasis has been laid 
on peaceful settlement of differences 


through dialogue. | : 


US Renamed Five Places 

* The US Department of the Interior 
announced on January 13, 2023 that it 
has given new names to 5 places that 
previously included a racist term for a 
Native American woman. 

* The renamed sites are in California, 
North Dakota, Tennessee and Texas. 

e In western North Dakota, the new 
name Homesteaders Gap was selected. 


billion military assistance package gp 


includes 50 Bradleys as well as 500 


` partnership on artificial intelligence. 


__ and Metals 
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* Two other newly named places ay 
Nomlaki Indians and Yokuts Valley 
California. The others are 

Partridgeberry (Tennessee) and Lynp 
Creek (Texas). 


US Announced Military 
Assistance of $ 3.75 Billion 
for Ukraine 7 

¢ The USA announced a new $ 3.75 


January 7, 2023 to help Ukraine. 


¢ The latest tranche of assistance wi) 
include for the first time Bradley 
armoured vehicles for Ukraine. 


e It also includes $ 682 million in 
foreign military financing for 
European allies to help backfill 
donations of military equipment 
they’ve made to Ukraine. 


¢ The direct assistance for Ukraine 


anti-tank missiles and 250000 rounds 
of ammunition for the carriers. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


UK PM Hold Meeting with — 
US President E 
e US President Joe Biden and UK 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak held 

high-stakes trade talks in Washington 
on June 9, 2023. 

* The two leaders agreed to open 
negotiations on a trade pact. 


e It could help British automakers 
qualify for electric car subsidies. 


* They agreed to speed the joint 
development of advanced weapons li 
hypersonic missiles after meeting at 
the White House. 

° Biden and Sunak signed the 
‘Atlantic Declaration’. Sunak described 
it as a first-of-its-kind economic 


UK Banned Russian Diamonds 


* The UK has announced ban on © 
Russian diamonds alongside the 
military industrial complex and metal 
in fresh round of sanctions ahead of 
G7 meeting in Japan on May 19, 2023 
* Ina statement, UK government sall 
the ban has also been announced on 
imports of Russian origin copper, 
aluminum and nickel. | 
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js also preparing to target an 
g6 members of Russia’s 

«ary industrial complex as well as - 
Ae engaged in vital industries 
uding energy, metals and shipping. 
e The United States plans to blacklist 
about 70 companies and organisations 
for selling restricted American 


products to Russia. 


Coronation of King Charles III 
. Britain’s King Charles III has been 
crowned in a once-in-a-generation 
royal event witnessed by hundreds of 
high-profile guests on May 4, 2023. 

e While Charles became King on the 
death of his mother, Queen Elizabeth 
II last September 2022, this coronation 
was the formal crowning of the 
monarch. 

The history of British royal 
coronations in London dates back 
around a thousand years, with 
numerous rituals developed over that 
period. The coronation of King Charles 
IMI and his wife, Camilla, taken place, 
which coincides with the anniversary 
of the 1910 death of his great-great- 
grandfather, King Edward VII. 

¢ The coronation of King Charles III 
taken place at Westminster Abbey in 
London (England). 


* The coronation ceremony steeped in 
tradition and included a number of 
rituals that have been performed for 
centuries. 


* The Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Justin Welby, the highest-ranking 

cleric in the Church of England, | 
presided over the ceremony and crown 
the new monarch. 


* The ceremony begun with a 
Procession from Buckingham ‘Palace to 
Westminster Abbey, with the new king 


traveling in the famous Gold State 
Coach. 


+ The UK 
additional 


UK Joined Asia-Pacific 
CPTPP Trade Bloc 
* Britain has joined the 11-member 
Strong Asia-Pacific trade bloc that 
includes Japan and Australia after 
Nearly 2 years of negotiations on 
April 1, 2023, . 

_* The country will become the first 
new member, and the first in Europe, 
to join the Comprehensive and 


Current Affairs Half Yearly 2023 


Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). 

e The CPTPP is a free trade agreement 
with 11 members (Australia, Brunei, 
Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, 


` Mexico, Peru, New Zealand, Singapore 


and Vietnam). 


e It succeeded the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership after the United States 
withdrew under former President 
Donald Trump in 2017. 


New Stamp with Image 
of King Charles Ill 
Unveiled 


New ‘everyday’ stamps featuring the 
image of King Charles III were 
unveiled for the first time on 
February 7, 2023.- 


From coins and banknotes and to the 
official royal cypher used by the 
government, Britain has been slowly 
introducing replacements featuring 
the new monarch since his mother’s 
death in September. 

The new stamp, which will go on 
general sale at the start of April, 
consists solely of the king's head and 
its value on a plain coloured 
background. 


UNITED NATIONS 


UNGA Adopted India-piloted 
Resolution i 

¢ UNGA adopts resolution introduced 
by India to establish memorial wall to 
honour fallen peacekeepers on 

June 15, 2023. 

e The Resolution Received a Record 


190 Co-sponsorships. 


e A draft resolution is known as 
‘Memorial wall for fallen United 
Nations peacekeepers’. 

e It was introduced by Ruchira 
Kamboj in the UN General Assembly 
Hall. She is India’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN Ambassador. 


UN Suspended Food Aid 

to Ethiopia | 

* The United Nations WFP has 
temporarily suspended food aid to 
Ethiopia on June 9, 2023. 

e Itis not reaching those in need in 
the African country. 


e America had also made a similar 
announcement a day earlier. 
e Ethiopia has a population of about 
120 million. 
* Much of this aid comes from 
e United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) 
= æ World Food Program (WFP) 


Five New Countries Elected in 
UN Security Council 

e Five new countries elected as 
non-permanent members of the UN 
Security Council on June 6, 2023. 

e Algeria, Guyana, the Republic of 
Korea, Sierra Leone and Slovenia were 
for a two-year term. 

* The newly elected members will take 
up their new responsibilities on 
January 1, 2024. 

e Slovenia defeated Belarus by a vote 
of 153 to 38. Algeria, Guyana, Sierra 
Leone and the Republic of Korea were 
elected unopposed. 

¢ These new members will replace 
Albania, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana and the 
UAE. 


UN Inked First 

‘High Seas Treaty’ 

e For the first time in history, the 
United Nations signed the ‘High Seas 
Treaty’ to protect the world’s oceans 


located outside national boundaries on 
March 6, 2023. 


* The treaty is the result of nearly a 
decade of negotiations on 
environmental concerns. 


e UN High Seas Treaty will create a 
new body to manage the conservation 
of marine life and establish marine 
protected areas in the high seas. 

e The treaty brings 30% of the world’s 
oceans into a protected area, spends 
more on marine conservation, and sets 
new rules for ocean mining. 


UNGA Calls for Immediate 
End to War in Ukraine 

e The United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) in its eleventh 
emergency: special session on 


-= February 23, 2023 passed a new 


resolution calling for an end to the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict after 
completing one year. 
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e The resolution calls on Russia to end 
hostilities and withdraw its forces 
from Ukraine. 

e 14] members voted in favour of the 
motion while seven members opposed 
it. 32 members including India 
abstained from voting. 


e Belarus, the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Eritrea, Mali, 
Nicaragua, Russia and Syria opposed 
the resolution. 


UNESCO Dedicated 
International Day of Education 
2023 to Afghan Girls 
* UNESCO has decided to dedicate the 
International Day of Education to be 
- celebrated on January 24, 2023, to 
_ Afghan girls and women. 
+ Currently around 80% of Afghan 
girls and young women of school-age 
are out of school under Taliban rule, as 
they are denied access to secondary 
schools and universities. 
e UNESCO is a specialised agency of 
the United Nations (UN). 
+ UNESCO and other international 
organisations should take concrete 
steps to address the issue of women - 
and girls in Afghanistan under Taliban 
rule. 


_ UNESCO Launched STEM 
Education Programme in Asia 
e Solvay (a Belgium-based chemical — 
company) and UNESCO announced 
the launch of a STEM education 
program on January 23, 2023. 
e Developed by two leading science- 
based organisations, this three-year 
partnership aims at engaging high 
‘ schoolers and graduate students from 
India, Indonesia and South Korea. 
* Its aim is to find solutions to 
national and regional environmental 
issues through science. 
¢ The programme will explore mutual 
impact on the environment by 
focusing on the theme ‘Sustainable 
living for one planet’. 


UNSC Welcomed 

New Members 

e Ecuador, Japan, Malta, Mozambique 
and Switzerland got a formal 
welcomed into the UN Security 
Council on January 3, 2023. 


40 


* They taking the two-year seats they 
won unopposed in June. 


* Ina tradition that Kazakhstan 
started in 2018, the five countries’ 
ambassadors installed their national 
flags Tuesday alongside those of other 
members outside the council 
chambers. 

e The Security Council consists of 15 
countries. Five of them, China, France, 
Russia, the United Kingdom and the 
United States, are permanent members 
with the right to veto. 


UGANDA 


President Signed into Law 
tough Anti-gay Legislation 
with Death Penalty 


e Uganda’s President has signed into 


‘law anti-gay legislation supported by 


many in this East African country on 
May 29, 2023. 
The version of the bill domed by 


President Yoweri Museveni doesn’t 


criminalise those who identify as 
LGBTQ+. i 


_ © New law still prescribes the death 


penalty for ‘aggravated 
homosexuality’. 

e It is defined as cases of'sexual 
relations involving people. infected 
with HIV, as well as with minors and 
other categories of vulnerable people. 


UZBEKISTAN 


- Nationwide Referendum to 
Rewrite Constitution. 

e A vast majority of Uzbekistan’s ` 
voters voted ‘Yes’ to President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev's bid to rewrite the 
country’s Constitution in referendum. 


¢ It promised more freedoms to the 
people of the former Soviet republic 
and could also see the President 
extending his rule beyond his current 
two-term limit. 


‘Meteorological Organisation (WMO) 
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e According to the preliminary resy, i 
announced by the Election ) 
Commission on May 1, 2023, 90.21% mg 
of voters supported the changes, why 
9.35% voted ‘No’. The turnout was 
84.54%. 


UKRAINE 


Ukraine’s Odesa Designated 
as a World Heritage in 


Danger Site 

+ The UNESCO announced on 
January 26, 2023 that it had 
designated the historic centre of the # 
Ukrainian city of Odesa, as a World 
Heritage in Danger site. | 
e Odesa is a strategic port city on 
Ukraine’s Black Sea coast. Odesa has 
been bombed several times by Russia 
since its invasion of Ukraine from 20% 
¢ In July last year, part of its historic 
Museum of Fine Arts, inaugurated in P 
1899, was damaged by shelling. . 


UAE 


UAE Won Presidency of WMC 

e A meteorologist of UAE Dr. Abd 
Al Mandous has been elected as the 
new President of the World 


on June 2, 2023. 


e He is elected for a four-year term 
from 2023 to 2027. The WMO is an 
authoritative body within the UN 
system. 


e WMO focuses on weather, climate, 
hydrological and related environmenta 
fields. He will succeed Prof: Gerhard 
Adrian from the German d 
Meteorological Service. 


UAE Withdraw from US Led 
Maritime Coalition 
* The United Arab Emirates (UAE) _ 
has announced its withdrawal from a 
maritime coalition led by the United 
States on May 31, 2023. 


* The decision comes after a thorougl 
assessment of its security 
requirements, according to the UAE'S 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
* The ministry stated that the UAE 
had pulled out of the Combined 

Maritime Forces 2 months ago as pé 
of its ongoing evaluation of effective 
security cooperation with all partne 
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„ove represents a significant 


int in the geopolitical of Industry and Trade. 
f the region and has the 


aisi to teshape international Vietnam delegation to the UAE on First Time after Ban 


Nguyen Hong Dien, Vietnam Minister VENEZUELA 
President Visited Brazil for 


e This 7 


jandscape ° * Itis signed during a visit by a 


cooperation jn maritime security. April 6, 2023. * Venezuela’s President Nicolas 
: ° isited Brazil on May 30, 
E and Cambodia The launch of CEPA negotiations is pre! te Ast etal since he el 
UA lised CEPA the result of a shared aspiration on the b 4 gu 
finalis part of both governments to elevate EE 


. The United Arab Emirates and the 
Kingdom of Cambodia have finalised 
the terms of a Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA) on April 27, 2023. 

e It paving the way for a new era of 
trade and investment cooperation 
between the two nations. 

e It builds on growing UAE-Cambodia 
economic relations that, in 2022, 
resulted in non-oil trade exceeding 

$ 401 million, which represents a 
growth of 31% compared to 2021 — and 
146% more in the pre-Covid year of 
2019. 


UAE and Vietnam Signed 
Mutual Declaration to Launch 
CEPA Negotiations 

¢ The UAE and Vietnam signed a joint 
declaration of intent to launch talk on 
establishing a comprehensive 

economic partnership agreement 
(CEPA) between the two countries. 

¢ The declaration was signed by Dr. 
Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, Minister 
of State for Foreign Trade and Nguyen 
Hong Dien, Vietnam Minister of 


the existing trade and economic ties to * Ħe was banned by former far-right 
new heights. President Jair Bolsonaro in 2019. 

+ Maduro was received by the new 
President, fellow leftist Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva, ahead of a summit of 
Latin American leaders in Brasilia. 


* President Maduro last visited Brazil 
in 2015. 


ZIMBABWE 


Zimbabwe Introduce 
Gold-Backed Digital Currency 
e Zimbabwe launched gold-backed 
local digital tokens on May 8, 2023 to 
replace and reduce dependence on the 
US dollar. 


* The gold-backed digital currency will 
be fully backed by physical gold held 
by Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe (RBZ), 
the bank said in an official press 
release. — 

* The tokens can be used to carry out 
peer-to-peer payments and 
transactions. The Zimbabwean 
economy operates on a dual currency 
structure, with the Zimbabwean dollar 
and the US dollar in use. 


UAE Launched National 
Genome Strategy 


The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
launched its National Genome 
Strategy on March 29, 2023. 


It aims to provide a comprehensive 
legislative and governance framework 
to support the development and 
implementation of genomic 
programmes. 


The programme aims to collect one 
million samples nationwide and 
currently contains whole genome 
sequencing data from around 400000 
citizens. 


The strategy will last 10 years and will 
focus on delivering public health 
priorities while improving the 
country’s well-being. 

The Emirates Genome Council, which 
was established in 2021, will oversee 
the National Genome Strategy. 


Industry and Trade. World’s First Free Zone e The US dollar currently dominata 
* Itis signed during a visit by a De dicated to Digital and PEA EA pfs 
Vietnam delegation tothe UAEon — ` Virtual Asset Sacks: 
April 6, 2023. | Companies or eee x SUMMIT/MEETING 
* ane. i e The government of Ras aimah - 5 hE 
ARA CEAI IDERAN Pen At one of the seven emirates of DENA Gray T 
part of both governments to elevate the the United Arab Emir ates, has MSN eH ape own f 
_ existing trade and economic ties to new - announced plans to establish RAK ° BRICS countries kicked off its 
heights,” ` Digital Assets Oasis on March 1, 2023. foreign ministers meeting on June F, 
¢ RAK Digital Assets Oasis is the 2023 in Cape Town, the legislative 
_ UAE and Vietnam Signed world’s first free zone dedicated to capital of South Africa. 
Mutual Declaration to Launch digital and virtual asset companies. * External Affairs Minister S. | 
CEPA Negotiations e The announcement was made at the Jaishankar participated in the meeting 


* The UAE and Vietnam signed a joint Blockchain Life 2023 conference. of foreign ministers of BRICS 


declaration of intent to launch talkon e RAK Digital Assets Oasis will be a Eons, À 

establishing a comprehensive purpose-built, true . South Africa hosted the BRICS 
economic. partnership agreement innovation-enabling free zone for Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Cape 
(CEPA) between the two countries. non-regulated activities in the virtual Town. The foreign ministers’ meeting 


will finalise the agenda for the 15th 
BRICS summit scheduled to be held in 
South Africa in August. 


_ * The declaration was signed by "assets sector. 
: Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, 
Minister of State for Foreign Trade and 
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G7 Hiroshima Summit 2023 
The 49th G7 summit was held from 
May 19-21, 2023 in Hiroshima, 
Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan. During 
the 49th G7 summit, member countries 
had outlined key milestones in their 
climate Wishlist in response to ongoing 
studies and reports. 
* During the summit, PM Modi gave a 
10-point ‘call to action’ to address 
food, health and development issues 
plaguing the world. 
* Modi suggested that the world 
leaders create inclusive food systems 
that safeguard the most vulnerable, 
such as marginal farmers. 
` He said there is a need to promote 
digital health to ensure global 
universal health coverage and develop 
flexible health care systems. 
* The G7 summit encompasses a broad 
range of topics critical to the global 
community. Leaders engage in 
discussions on economic policies 
aimed at fostering growth and 
stability. _ 
e Additionally, security concerns take 
center stage, with a particular focus on 
addressing the growing aggression 
exhibited by countries such as China, 
North Korea and Russia. 


6th Indian Ocean Conference 
2023 Held 
* The 6th Indian Ocean Conference - 
(IOC) is taking place in Dhaka 
(Bangladesh) from May 12-13, 2023. 
¢ The theme of this year’s conference 
is ‘Partnership for Peace, Prosperity 
and a Resilient Future’. 
* The conference was inaugurated by 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina. 
° The aim of the conference is to bring 
together think tanks from around 25 
countries to strengthen cooperation 
among countries in the Indian Ocean 


region. 


‘Machines Can See 2023’ 
Summit Held i 
¢ The UAE government launched an 
international conference on Artificial 
` Intelligence (AI) in the region called 
the ‘Machines Can See 2023’ Summit 


- on May 4, 2023. 
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Name (Country) | 
Sheikh Ahmad 
Nawaf Al-Sabah 
(Kuwait) 


Manuela Roka 
Botey 
(Equatorial 
Guinea) 


Chen Chien-jen 
(Taiwan) 


Chris Hipkins 
(New Zealand) 


Rinkevics 
(Latvia) 


Bola Tinubu 
(Nigeria) 


Santiago Pena — 


(Paraguay) 


- * The election was decided in a single round of voting, and with 


enennanen seemmeneneneeereneeiorreseyer teres: rre neyrepe 


Ram Chandr 
Paudel (Nepal) 


Petr Pavel 
(Czech 
Republic) 


mmaa a SUCCBEdE Milos Zeman, who. Served as President for 10 years 
ONY es? yen IOF 10 YO 


(Vietnam) 


_... President, Nguyen Xuan Phuc. 


| Facts 


[Equatorial Guinea has appointed Man 


e President Tsai Ing-wen announced on January 27, 2023 that Chen 


e Labour leader Chris Hipkins was sworn-in as New Zealand's Prime Min 


__... Nepal. 


Aannnanananenteenenaan 


` + Former NATO general Petr P 


Newly Appointed Prime Ministers 2029 o oi 


+ Kuwait's crown prince re-appointed Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf al-Sabah as `~ 
Prime Minister on June 15, 2023. 

e This announcement comes more than a month after oh government 
resigned due to increased tensions with the parliament. 

* Crown Prince Sheikh Meshal al-Ahmad al-Sabah has taken over most Of th 


ruling emir's duties. 


inati j in the dissolution of the 
he nomination of Sheikh Ahmed resulted in | | 
p Aian and the calling of early elections by crown prince Sheikh Meshg 


jua ei uela Roka Botey as Prime Minister on 
February 1, 2023. a 

* She became the first woman in the country to hold the position. 

* She replaces former premier Francisco Pascual Obama Asue, who has 


been in the position since 2016._ 


Chien-jen is to become Taiwan's new premier. | : | 
e Chen, 71, is a devout Catholic who served as Vice- President during Tsai's 


first term in office, from 2016-20. 
¢ The move comes as part of a Cabinet reshuffle following heavy losses for 
the ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) at local elections last year. _ 
Fond “a be acc Phat SAI Alte iA a 
in a formal ceremony on January 20, 2023. i 
e Hipkins was Minister for police, education and public service, as well as 
leader of the House. ; 
e Chris Replaced Jacinda Ardern. 


* In a close vote, Edgars Rinkevics secured 52 votes, more than the minimum 
< needed to win the election. 


* Bola Tinubu was sworn-in as the President of Nigeria on May 29, 2023 amidst 
mounting pressure to address the country’s persistent economic and security — 
issues. 

e The inauguration ceremony, held at Eagles Square in the Capital city of Abuja, | 
was attended by both local and foreign dignitaries. = 


i à nearly all 
„ballots counted, Santiago Peña received over 42% of the vote. 4 


—* 


e Senior Nepali Congress leader Ram Chandra Paudel has been : 
- 3rd President of Nepal on March 9. 2003, S been elected as the 


* This is the 3rd presidential election in Ne i 
th pal since the country became a 
republic in 2008. He succeeded Bidya Devi Bhandari as thie Reads of state of 


mmer 


Paidest on Merce >a oe avel was sworn-in as the Czech Republic's 


"toana. Pe he second Pesce ae NATO Mitary Commit tom 2015 
' re i ili . 
without political experience, sident with a military background and the first 


* Vo Van Thuong was elected as the country’ TUTE 
Assembly of Vietnam on March 3, eee S New President by the National 


e Vo Van is a member of the Poli i ; 
(CPV) Politburo of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
* Thuong's election came after the sudden resignation of the previous 
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it took place at the 
» The ie saree in Dubai. It was 
ame in partnership between the 
org a intelligence, Digital Economy, 
tific mote Work Applications Office 
a Machines Can See’ company. 
ubai’s Department of Economy and 
d the Dubai Future 
ndation partnered with the 
Bani to make it possible. 
s 


eD 


scO Foreign Ministers 


Meeting Held | 

+ The regular meeting of the SCO 
Foreign Ministers Council took place 
on May 4 and 5, 2023, in Panaji, 
Republic of India. 

e Jt was chaired by Minister of 
External Affairs of the Republic of 
India Subrahmanyam Jaishankar. - 

* India’s theme for its Chairmanship 
of SCO in 2023 is ‘SECURE-SCO’. 


e India, the host country, attaches 


special importance to the SCO in 
promoting multilateral, political, 
security, economic, and people-to- 
people interactions in the region. 


19th BIMSTEC Ministerial 
Meeting Held 


* The 19th BIMSTEC Ministerial 
Meeting held by Chair Thailand 


virtually from Bangkok on March 9, 
2023. 


* Minister of State for External Affairs 
and Education Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan 


Singh participated from India in this 
Meeting. | 


| * During the meeting, a number of _ 


- Organi 


documents including the Core 
BIMSTEC Working Mechanism, ` 
Regional BIMSTEC and Rules of 
Procedure for BIMSTEC External 
elations wer 
to the 6th BIMSTEC Summit. 


* The meeting also approved a draft 
agreement on the establishment of the 
B STEC Center for Weather and 

ate in India. 


4 SIMSTEC whose full form is “Bay of 
j gal Initiative for Multi- Sectoral 
í “Anical and Economic Cooperation”. 
BIMSTEC is an international 
sation of seven South Asian 
4 angladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal and 
count, a) and South East Asian 
les (Myanmar and Thailand). 
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Mohammad >œ 
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According to the notification issued by the Election Commission of 
Shahabuddin B 


(Bangladesh) President of Bangladesh. 


and withdrawal was over. 


Christodoulides 
(Cyprus) Š 


Former Foreign Minister Nikos Christodoulides was elected President of 
Cýprus on February 13, 2023 after a second and final round of voting. 


Christodoulides, 49, won 51.9% of the vote, while his opponent Andreas 
Mavroyanis, 66, took 48.1%, | 


angladesh on February 13, 2023 Mohammad Shahabuddin will be the next 


He will be the 22nd President of Bangladesh. 
The term of current President Abdul Hamid ends on April 23, 2023. Ties 
He was the only candidate to file his nomination after the time for nomination 


* More than 72.4 % of people voted in Cyprus this time, which is higher than 
before. He was appointed Government Spokesperson in 2014 and Foreign 


_Minister in 2018. 


Silva (Brazil) 
term. 


Quad Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting Held 


° The Quad foreign ministers meeting 
was scheduled between G-20 Foreign 
Ministers’ meeting in Delhi on 

March 2, 2023. 


* The Quad ministerial panel 
discussion at India’s annual premier 
conference on geopolitics and 
geo-economics, the Raisina Dialogue. 
e QUAD is the grouping of four 


democracies — India, Australia, the US 
and Japan. 


World Sustainable. 
Development Summit Held 

¢ The 22nd World Sustainable 
Development Summit (WSDS) was 
held on Feb. 22-24, 2023 in New Delhi. 
e It is primarily the flagship annual 
event of The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI). - 


¢ Theme : “Mainstreaming Sustainable 
Development and Climate Resilience 
for Collective Action”. 


World Economic Forum 
Meeting 2023 

*. The annual meeting of World 
Economic Forum (WEF) 2023 held in 
Davos (Switzerland) from January 16 
to 20, 2023. It was the 53rd edition of 
the Annual meeting of the WEF. 

e Giving to Amplify Earth Action 
(GAEA) It is a global initiative 
launched by WEF with support of 


The veteran left wing Brazilian leader Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva was worn-in 
as the President of Brazil for the third time on January 1, 2023 for a four year 


The oath taking ceremony was held in the Brazilian capital city of Brasilia. 


Lula defeated the incumbent president Jair Bolsonaro in the bitterly contested 
runoff Presidential election held in October 2022. — ated mier E: 


more than 45% to fund new and 
existing public, private and 
philanthropic partnerships. 


Coalition of Trade Ministers on 
Climate It brings together countries to 
boost international cooperation on 
climate, trade and sustainable 
development. 


e Global Collaboration Village It was 
launched by WEF in collaboration with 
Accenture and Microsoft as the first 
global, purpose-driven metaverse 
platform to create a new virtual space 


for strengthening international 
cooperation. 


12th World Hindi Conference 
* The 12th World Hindi Conference 
held at Nadi, Fiji (at the Pacific Island 
nation) from February 15 to 17, 2023. 
The Conference was organised by the 
Ministry of External Affairs in 
collaboration with the Government of 
Fiji. 

* The main theme of the Conference 
was Hindi : From Traditional 


Knowledge to Artificial 
Intelligence. 


INDEX/REPORT 


Record 110 Million People 
Worldwide Displaced 

* The head of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UN HCR) 


released a report of people displaced 
worldwide on June 14, 2023. 
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e The number of people forcibly 
displaced around the world has 
climbed to a record 110 million. 

e With conflicts in Ukraine and Sudan 
spurring millions of people to flee their 
homes. 

e The increase from around 19 million 
- people to 108.4 million by the end of 
last year is the biggest annual jump on 
record. 

e According to UNHCR, this number 
has since risen further to 110 million, 
mostly due to Sudan’s eight-week 
conflict. 


Global Slavery Index 2023 
Released 
e The Walk Free Foundation released 
the Global Slavery Index 2023 on 
June 13, 2023. 
e It is an assessment of modern 
slavery conditions in 160 countries. 
* Global Slavery Index 2023 is the 
fifth edition and is based on the 
estimates from 2022. 
© The global slavery index provides an 
overview of modern slavery. 


e According to this, approximately 50 | 


million individuals were living in ` 
‘modern slavery’ on any given day in 
2021. 4185 


Mercer’s Cost of Living 
Survey 2023 
e Mercer's Cost of Living survey 
released on June 8, 2023. 
+ Mumbai has been identified as the 
most expensive city for expatriates in 
India. 
e After Mumbai, cities like New Delhi 
and Bengaluru fall on 2nd and 3rd 
place in this list. 
¢ The Mercer's Cost of Living survey 
was conducted across 227 cities from 
across 5 continents. | 


* Globally, Hong Kong, Singapore and 


Zurich are the most expensive cities. 


THE Impact Rankings 2023 

_ © 5th edition of Times Higher 
Education (THE) Impact Ranking 2023 

announced on June 4, 2023. 

¢ Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham 

(Amrita University) Coimbatore, Tamil 

Nadu has emerged as top Indian 

university in this Ranking 2023. 


- 
~ 
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¢ Globally, Amrita University is ranked 
52 among the 1592 universities from 
112 countries. 

e Western Sydney University of 
Australia has topped the overall 
ranking for second year. 

* Western Sydney followed by 
University of Manchester (UK) and 
Queen’s University (Canada). 

e The universities are ranked 
individually over the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 


Pakistan, Afghanistan among 
Global Hunger Hotspots 

+ New UN report, Hunger 
Hotspots-FAO-WEP early warnings on 
acute food insecurity launched on 
May 30, 2023. 


e According to a new UN report, 
India’s neighbours (Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and Myanmar) are among 
the hunger hotspots in the world. 

* Many hotspots (Afghanistan, 
Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, 
Yemen, Haiti, and the Sahel [Burkina 
Faso and Mali]) are facing growing - 
hunger crises. 

¢ Conflict, climate extremes and 
economic shocks continue to drive 
more and more communities into crisis. 


* The spillover from the crisis in 
Sudan is driving massive population 
displacement and hunger among 
people in search of refuge. 


IEA’s World Energy 
Investment Report 2023 


` * The World Energy Investment 


Report was released by the 
International Energy Agency on 
May 24, 2023. 


e According to report, the world will © 
invest $ 1.74 trillion (2022 prices) in 
clean energy in 2023. , 
¢ This is 1.7 times the money that will 
be spent on fossil fuel investments. 


* 61.7% of the investment in energy. 
2022 were done on clean energy, fi 
* Only 38.5% of electricity was 
generated from renewable and Nuc] 
sources. ; 


di 
UNEP Turning Off the Tap 
Report 2023 
¢ The UNEP recently released a Tepo 
titled “Turning off the Tap : How the | 


world can end plastic pollution and 
create a circular economy”. 

+ The report was launched on May ;, | 
2023, just before the upcoming 
Intergovernmental Negotiating i 
Committee2 (INC2) meeting. 
+ The report emphasises the 
importance of adopting a circular 
economy approach in curbing plastig 
pollution across the world. 

e According to the report, it is possi, | 
to reduce global plastic pollution by 
80% by the year 2040. | 


Y 16, 


The Global Report on Interni 
Displacement 2023 

e The GRID-2023 sheds light on the | 
significant increase in the numbeof 
people displaced by disasters in 20) 


_¢ GRID-2023 published by the Intemm 


Displacement Monitoring Centre on 
May 12, 2023. 


e According to Global Report on 
Internal Displacement 2023 
(GRID-2023), the number of people 
displaced by disasters in 2022 rose by | 
40% compared to 2021. | 


e The report emphasises that 98% of 


disaster displacements in 2022 were 
triggered by weather-related events. 


World Press Freedom 
Index 2023 


* India has slipped to the 161st 

position out of 180 countries in the 
World Press Freedom Index 2023 
which released on May 3, 2023. India 
ranked with a score of 36.62. In 2022, 
India’s rank was 150. 


° The report was released by Reporte!’ 
Without Borders (RSF) on the World | 
Press Freedom Day (WPFD) 

(3rd May). Theme for 2023 was 
Shaping a Future of Rights : 
Freedom of Expression as a Drive! 
for All Other Human Rights. 


l 
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positions 


‘compare 


Key Highlights 

. Norway (1), Ireland (2) and 

penmark (3) occupied the top three 
in this index. 

e Denmark followed by Sweden, 

Finland, Netherland, Lithuanian and 

Estonia. 

. Vietnam (178), China (179) and 

North Korea (180) were at the bottom 

on the list. 

e India’s performance in the World 

press Freedom Index is also poor 

d to other countries in South 


Asia. 

e Bangladesh ranks slightly worse 
than India at 163, while Pakistan 
ranks ahead of India at 150. 

e Surprisingly, even Afghanistan, 
where the Taliban government is 
known to restrict independent 
journalism, has a better ranking than 
India, at 152. | 

e Bhutan has a much better ranking at 
90, while Sri Lanka is ranked at 135. 


The Gender Digital Divide 
Report , 

e The UNICEF Bridging the Gender 
Digital Divide report was released on 
April 28, 2023. 

* This report of the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development has been prepared at the 
request of the Australian government. 
* It aims to further strengthen the 
evidence base in support of G20 Digital 
Economy Task Force discussions on 
the equitable participation of women 


in the digital economy. 


* The digital gender gap is a reality in 
many countries: globally, men are still 
21% more likely to be online than 


women. 


Global Unicorn Index 2023 

e India emerges as 3rd-largest Hub 
with 68 Unicorns on April 19, 2023 in 
The Hurun Research Institute’s Global 
Unicorn Index 2023. 

* Edtech giant BYJU’S leads the way 
in India with a valuation of $ 22 
billion, followed by food delivery and 
quick commerce startup Swiggy and 


_ fantasy sports platform Dream11. 


* While no Indian startups were 
included in the list of top 10 global 
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startups, logistics unicorn Delhivery 
secured the 14th spot on the list of top 
IPOs last year. 


¢ The report also revealed that 70 
unicorns were founded by Indian 
co-founders outside of India, bringing 
the total number of unicorns founded 
by Indians globally to 138. 

e According to the report, founders 
from India, China, and Russia are 
producing more offshore unicorns than 
any other country. 


Syria is the World’s 
Largest ‘Narco-State’ 


Syria has now become the world’s 
largest narco-state on April 17, 2023. 


The majority of its foreign currency 
earnings coming from the production 
and export of Captagon. 

It is a highly addictive amphetamine 
commonly referred to as ‘poor man’s 
coke’. 

Captagon is a popular recreational 
drug among the youth in Gulf states, 
as well as being used by armed 
individuals who feel invincible while 
under its influence. 


Annual Al Index Report 
Released i 

e Annual AI Index report released by 
Stanford University on April 13, 2023. 
e India ranked fifth in terms of 
investments made in startups offering 
Artificial Intelligence (AI)-based 
products and services in 2022. 

e In 2022, India made overall 
investment of $ 3.24 billion in the AI 
startups. 

e Overall, the United States has 
topped the 2022 index for making 
highest investment in Al, of $ 47.36 
billion. | 

e China (13.41), UK’(4.37) and Israel 
(3.24) makes top five countries 
respectively in the index. 


‘Most Criminal Countries’ 
Ranking Published | 

e World of Statistics released the 
ranking of the world’s ‘most criminal 
countries’ on April 11, 2023, in which 
India is ranked 77th, while the US is 
at 55th and the UK at 65th. 


nezuela has 


¢ As per the ranking, Ve 
minal 


been ranked first as the most cri 
country, followed by Papua New 
Guinea (2), Afghanistan (3), South 
Africa (4), Honduras (5), respectively. 

* Turkey, Germany and Japan are 
among the least criminal countries, 
ranked 92nd, 100th and 135th 
respectively. 

* According to this report, Afghanistan 
ranks fourth with a crime rate of more 
than 76 crimes per 100000 people. 

* The overall crime rate is calculated 
by dividing the total number of 
reported crimes by the total population 
and multiplying by 100000. 


Freedom in the World Index 
2023 Launched 

* Global watchdog Freedom House has 
released its ‘Freedom in the World 
Index’ for 2023, ranking on April 11, 
2023. 

* Tibet as the ‘world’s least free 
country’ along with South Sudan and 
Syria. 

e This is the third annual report after 
the 2021 and 2022 Freedom House 
reports. 

e According to the report, both 
Chinese and Tibetans living in Tibet 
lack basic rights. 

e According to the report, the Chinese 
authorities are very harshin = 
suppressing any sign of discontent 
among Tibetans. 


Norway and Singapore 
Gained as FPI Destinations 

in FY23 | 

e The total Assets Under Custody 
(AUC) from Mauritius declined nearly 
42% to 7 6.66 trillion at the end of 
March 2023, from 7? 10.88 trillion a 
year ago. i 

* Data provided by the National 
Securities Depository on April 9, 2023. 
e In the fiscal year 2022-23, overseas 
capital flows into Indian capital 
markets originating from Mauritius 
experienced the sharpest decline, 
while Norway and Singapore gained 
popularity. 

«e Norway and Singapore experienced a 
13% and 5% increase in AUC, 
respectively. 
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* Singapore is now the 2nd largest 
jurisdiction for foreign portfolio 
investor flows after the US, while 
Mauritius has dropped to fourth place. 


TIME 100 Reader Poll 2023 
Released 

e Superstar Shah Rukh Khan topped 
Time magazine's poll, the annual list 
of Time 100, released on April 7, 2023, 
e Shah Rukh Khan won the election 
beating other notable figures like 
Prince Harry, Lionel Messi and META 
founder Mark Zuckerberg. 


* This is a significant achievement for 
Shah Rukh Khan, who is a hugely 
popular Bollywood actor with a 
massive global following. The Time 100 
is an annual list of the 100 most 
influential people in the world. 


ACI Launched Busiest Airports 

in the World Report 

* Top ten busiest airports in the world 

data released by the Airports Council 
International (ACI) on April 6, 2023. 
* Delhi's Indira Gandhi International 
Airport (IGIA) ranks 9th in the list of 
top ten busiest airports in the world, 
according to data from the ACI. 
* For the first time, an Indian airport 
has made it to the list of top ten 
airports in terms of traffic. 

- © As per ACI report, 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport, Dallas Fort 
Worth Airport and Denver Airport are 
the top 3 busiest airports in the world. 

* It is followed by Chicago O'Hare 
Airport, Dubai Airport, Los Angeles 

Airport, Istanbul Airport, Heathrow 

Airport in London, IGI Airport in Delhi 

and Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport. 


World Energy Transitions 
Outlook Report Launched 
* The International Renewable 
Agency (IRENA) released the 

Energy Transitions Outlook _ 
report-2023 on April 6, 2023. 

* The global energy transition is still 
not on track and well short of the 
1.5°C pathway. To survive 1.5°C, 
deployment levels must increase from 
3000 gigawatts (GW) at present to 

more than 10000 GW in 2030, 
averaging 1000 GW annually. 


Energy 
World 
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Norway and Singapore Gained 
as FPI Destinations in FY23 

* The total Assets Under Custody 
(AUC) from Mauritius declined nearly 
42% to % 6.66 trillion at the end of 
March 2023, from 2 10.88 trillion a 
year ago. 

* Data provided by the National 
Securities Depository on April 9, 2023. 
e In the fiscal year 2022-23, overseas 
capital flows into Indian capital 
markets originating from Mauritius 
experienced the sharpest decline, while 
Norway and Singapore gained 
popularity. 

e Norway and Singapore experienced a 
13% and 5% increase in AUC, 
respectively. 


World Happiness Report 2023 
e The 11th edition of the World 
Happiness Report has been released on 
March 24, 2023. 

e It is an annual publication of the 
United Nations Sustainable | 
Development Solutions Network 
(SDSN). 

e It reveals that Finland remains the 
happiest country in the world for the 
sixth consecutive year. 

e It is based on global survey data from 
people in more than 150 countries. 

¢ The report ranked the top 10 
happiest countries, with Finland in the 
lead followed by Denmark (2nd), 
Iceland (3rd), Israel (4th), and the 
Netherlands (5th). , 

* India is ranked 126, ten places 
higher than its ranking of 136 in 2022. 


Global Passport Index 2023 
* The Indian ‘passport has registered 
the largest global fall in the Passport 
Index 2023 on March 29, 2023, 
ranking at the 144th position this 
2023, with a mobility score of 70. 
* With its current ranking, Indians can 
travel to 21 countries visa-free, need a 
visa for 128 countries. 
* This year, the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has the highest mobility score 
of 181, and ranks number one. 
* It was followed by Sweden, Germany, 
Finland, Luxembourg, Spain, France, 
Italy, the Netherlands, and Austria, 
with a joint mobility score of 174. 


year 
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TIME List of World’s Greates 
Places of 2023 

* India’s Mayurbhanj and Ladakh ate 
2 of the 50 locations featured in the 
TIME Magazine’s list of World’s 
Greatest Places in 2023 on March 17, 
2023. Two Indian places — Mayurbhap; 
(Odisha) and Ladakh, that have been 
selected for their rare tigers and 
ancient temples and adventures and 
eats, respectively. 

* Time Magazine has created profile 
pages for Ladakh and Mayubhanj 
where it has highlighted the reasons 
why these places are part of its 
prestigious list. 


List of World’s Greatest 
Places of 2023 © 
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PM Modi’s First Official State 
Visit to the USA 

< PM Narendra Modi paid an official 
state visit to the USA and Egypt from 
June 20-25, 2023. : 
¢ Several major agreements were 
signed during Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s three-day US visit. 


These include agreements in 
semiconductor plant in India, railways, 


technology, drones, jet engines and 
space sector. 

* Apart from this, PM Narendra Modi 
also held a meeting with CEOs of 
leading companies and invited them to 
invest in India. 
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India, Nepal, Bangladesh 
finalise Tripartite Power 
Trade Agreement Draft 

* India, Nepal and Bangladesh have 
finalised the draft of a tripartite 

power trade agreement on June 15, 
2023. 

» It would help to forge greater energy 
connectivity across India’s 
neighbourhood. 

+ The proposed pact, the first of its 
kind, is expected to be signed in the 
coming months. 

e According to reports, the agreement 
will also reduce the dependence of | 
neighbouring countries on China. 
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Tripartite Power Trade 
Agreement Drafts Finalised 

e India, Nepal and Bangladesh have 
finalised the draft of a tripartite power 
trade agreement on June 15, 2023. 

* It would help to forge greater energy 
connectivity across India’s. ` 
neighbourhood. 


* The proposed pact, the first of its 
kind, is expected to be signed in the 
coming months. 


e According to reports, the agreement 
will also reduce the dependence of 
neighbouring countries on China. 


President Murmu’s Visit of 
Suriname and Serbia 

e President Droupadi Murmu 
concluded a six-day tour to Suriname 
and Serbia on June 9, 2023. 

e She was visited to Suriname at the 
invitation of Suriname President 
Chandrikapersad Santokhi. 

e India and Suriname signed 4 
important MoUs in the fields of 


health, agriculture and capacity 
building. 


e Murmu also a. an invitation 


from Serbian President Aleksander 
Vucic to visit his country. AS 


First India-Namibia Joint 
Commission of Cooperation — 
* External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar co-chaired the first 
India-Namibia Joint Commission on 
June 5, 2023. 

* He co-chaired with Namibian 
Foreign Minister Netumbo 
Nandi-Ndaitwah in Windhoek. 

¢ The Joint Commission will assess the 
progress of India-Namibia relations. — 
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e In addition, high-level visits will 
strengthen the India-Namibia 
partnership in the future. 

e Namibia is a country located in 
southwestern Africa, bordering the 
Atlantic Ocean to the west. 


PM Modi Hold Bilateral Talks 
with Nepalese PM 
e Prime Minister Narendra Modi held 
a bilateral meeting with Nepal Prime 
Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
‘Prachanda’ at Hyderabad House in 
Delhi on June 1, 2023. 
© India and Nepal signed 7 agreements in 
the fields including : 
e trade and commerce 
e cross-border petroleum pipeline 
e development of Integrated Check 
Posts 
e hydroelectric projects and payment 
mechanisms 
* Both Prime Ministers jointly flagged- 
off the Indian Railway cargo train 
from Bathnaha to Nepal Customs yard. 
¢ They also inaugurated an integrated 
Check Post between Rupaidiha- 
Nepalgunj and Sunauli-Bhairahawa. 
* They also laid the foundation stone 
of the Motihari-Amlekhguj Oil Pipeline 
— Phase 2 project. - “agen 


Three Nations Visit of 
PM Narendra Modi 
¢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi went 
on a three-nation tour, started on 
May 19th and concluded on May 24th, 
which included the G7 Summit in 
Japan and the Quad Leaders’ 
Summit in Australia (postponed). 


Japan Visit | 
* PM Modi visited Hiroshima in Japan 
from May 19 to May 21 at the 
invitation Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida for the G-7 Summit. 
e PM Modi held a bilateral meeting 
with his Japanese counterpart Fumio 
Kishida ahead of the G-7 summit in 
Hiroshima, Japan. 


Visit of Papua New Guinea 
e PM Modi attended the third 
India-Pacific Islands Cooperation 
(FIPIC) Summit in Papua New Guinea 
on May 23. 7 | 
e 14 countries from the Pacific Islands 
(PICs) attended the summit. 
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¢ The summit was led by Papua 
New Guinea’s PM James Marape and 


PM Modi. 


Visit of Australia 

* The MoU was exchanged after a 
bilateral meeting between Prime: 
Minister Narendra Modi and his 
Australian counterpart Anthony 
Albanese in Sydney. 

e The two leaders will discuss trade 
and investment comprising a 
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 
Agreement, aimed at boosting trade 
between India and Australia. _ 


e They will discuss further 
strengthening of people to people 
contact, renewable energy, and 
defence and security cooperation. 


India & Bangladesh Launched 
‘50 Start-ups Exchange 
Programme’ | 
e India and Bangladesh have jointly 
launched the ‘50 Start-up Exchange 
Programme’ on May 15, 2023. 
e It aims is to promote collaboration 
and exchange between the start-up 
ecosystems of the two countries. 
e The objective of the program is to 
strengthen bilateral relations between , 
India and Bangladesh by promoting 
cooperation in start-up and innovation 
sectors. a 
e It provides a platform for 
` entrepreneurs, investors and 
stakeholders from both the countries 
to connect and collaborate. 


India and Israel Signed 
Agreement 

e India and Israel signed a MoU for 
cooperation on industrial research and 
development on May 5, 2023. 


¢ Aim of MoU is to enhance industrial 
research and development cooperation 
in high-tech areas such as AI, 
semiconductors, healthcare, aerospace, 
sustainable energy and agriculture. 


+ The MoU will focus on specific 
projects and will be monitored by a 
Joint Steering Committee to ensure 
effective implementation. 


21st Meeting of 
Bangladesh-India Joint 
Steering Committee 

* The 21st meeting of the 
Bangladesh-India Joint Steering 
Committee (BIJSC) on the power 
sector was held on May 4, 2023 at 
Khulna (Bangladesh). 

¢ Bangladesh’s Ministry of Power, 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Secretary Habibur Rahman and his 
Indian counterpart Alok Kumar leq 
their respective sides at the meeting 
e The meeting reviewed the progress 
of ongoing activities related to mutua] 
cooperation in the power sector 
between Bangladesh and India. 


Australian Government Grant 
for Project in Kargil 

e The Australian High Commission in 
India has announced its government 
grant for a project in Kargil on May 2, 
2023. 

e This is a first-time initiative in the 
history of Ladakh, and it is expected 
provide immense benefits to the — 
region. 

¢ The announcement was made durin 
a special meeting at Srinagar, which 
was chaired by the Australian high 
commissioner to India, Barry O'Farrell. 


Indian Embassy Inaugurated 
in Dominican Republic 

* External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar inaugurated the Embassy 
of India in the Dominican Republic on 
April 30, 2023. | 

* He inaugurated the Embassy of 
India in the presence of Vice President 
of the Dominican Republic, Raquel 
Pena. 4 

* The two countries established 
diplomatic relations in 1999 and will 
be marking the quarter century next 
year. g$ 

* The EAM reposed his confidence 
that the presence of the Resident 
Embassy will mark a new phase of 
cooperation and help strengthen ties 
bilateral, regional and global domains: 
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indo-German Working Group 
Meeting Held 

» The Department of Consumer Affairs 
and the German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Affairs and Climate Action 
signed the new Work Plan for 2023 in 
Berlin, Germany on April 26, 2023. 

e It signed during the 9th Annual 
Meeting of the Indo-German Working 
Group on Quality Infrastructure. 

+ The technical dialogues of the 
working Group addressed key areas of 


economic cooperation between the two 


countries. 

e In addition, they promote systemic 
harmonisation of Quality Infrastructure 
(QI) at an international level. 


Operation Kaveri 

India initiated Operation Kaveri to 
evacuate its citizens from Sudan on 
April 25, 2023. Official figures show that 
there are around 4000 Indians in 

Sudan. Over 3200 Indians have been 
evacuated from Sudan under Operation 
Kaveri May 2, 2023. 


Key Points 

* Operation Kaveri is the latest 
evacuation operation initiated by India 
to rescue its citizens and friendly 
nations’ citizens from war zones. 

* The Ministry of External Affairs had 
announced the standby status of two 
C-130s aircraft and INS Sumedha for 
the safe evacuation of stranded 
Indians in Sudan. apis 

* The evacuation operation follows 
talks held by External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar with counterparts in 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE. 

* Both countries had offered their 
‘practical support on the ground” 
during the talks. , 

* The evacuation operation involves 
transporting Indian citizens from 
various parts of Sudan to the capital 
city of Khartoum, where they are then 
flown back to India on spécial flights. 


India-UK NET Zero Innovation 


irtual Centre 


* India and the United Kingdom have 


agreed to create an India-UK Net Zero 
epee Virtual Centre on April 24, 
4443. The center will provide a platform 
MM areas such as manufacturing 
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~ economic 


T ~ . 
processes, transportation systems and 


decarbonisation of green hydrogen as a 
renewable source. 


G : AJ 
This was announced by Science and 


‘Technology Minister Dr. Jitendra 


Singh at a meeting of the India-UK 
Science and Innovation Council 
meeting. 


_ * India is fast marching towards 


becoming an economic powerhouse 
driven by its extraordinary technology 
and innovation. 


India and Guyana 
Signed Air Services 
Agreement 


India and Guyana signed an Air 
Services Agreement (ASA) on April 22, 
2023 to facilitate easier travel 
between the two nations. 

The agreement was signed between 
Public Works Minister Bishop Juan 
Edghill and India’s High Commissioner 
to Guyana KJ Srinivas. eh 
It is signed in the presence of External 
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, who is 
on a 3-day visit to Guyana. 
The agreement's signing is consistent 
with the government's objective to 
establish ties between Guyana and 
the rest of the world. l 


4th India-CARICOM. 
Ministerial Meeting Held 
e External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar co-chaired the 4th 


'. India-CARICOM ministerial meeting 


in Guyana’s capital of Georgetown on 
April 22, 2023. 

e S, Jaishankar co-chaired the meeting 
with his Jamaican counterpart 
Kaminaj Smith. 

e Both leaders discu 
issues, including trade, 
and counterterrorism. 
e CARICOM is an intergovernmental 


organisation that is a political and 
union of 15-member states 


throughout the Americas and the 


Atlantic Ocean. er! | 
„UK Hold First in-person 
aut gue Meeting 


ssed a range of 
climate change 


Indi 
Financial Dialo 
ince 2017 pbm 
a In order to enhance financial 
cooperation, India and the UK held 


their second meeting of the India-UK 
Financial Markets Dialogue (FMD) in 
London on April 19, 2023. 

+ Both countries welcomed holding 
the first in-person financial dialogue 
since 2017. 

e FMD is an important bilateral 
mechanism to discuss and expand 
opportunities for financial sector 
cooperation. 

* The Finance Ministry was leading 
the Indian side, while the UK was led 
by HM Treasury. 


EAM’s Visit to Uganda, — 
Mozambique and Ethiopia 
+ External Affairs Minister S. 


Jaishankar visited Uganda and 


Mozambique to expand India’s ties 
with the two countries on April 17, 
2023. 

e During his six-day visit, he holds 
talks with his counterparts, inaugurate 
a transit campus of the National 
Forensic Science University in Uganda. 
e He participated in a solar-powered 
water supply project and co-chair the 
Joint Commission Meeting in 
Mozambique. 

e During the visit he was call on top 
leadership and also co-chair the fifth 
session of the Joint Commission 
Meeting with Mozambican Foreign 
Minister Veronica Macamo. 


India Elected to UN Statistical 


Commission 

e India has been elected as a member 
of the UN Statistical Commission on 
April 5, 2023. 
e It is the commission on Narcotic 
Drugs and the Programme 
Coordinating Board of the Joint UN 
Programme on HIV/AIDS 

(UNAIDS) by the ECOSOC of the 
United Nations. 


e India was elected to the highest 


statistical body of the United Nations 
for a term of 4 years starting from 
January 1, 2024. 

e India was elected as a member of 
this commission 20 years ago in 2004. 
* In the highly competitive election for 
membership of the Statistical 
Commission, India secured 46 out of 
53 votes in a secret ballot. 


49 


= INDIA & WORLD 


LU 


Bhutan King Arrived in India 
on a Three-day Visit 

* King of Bhutan, Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck has arrived in 
India on a three-day visit on April 4 
2023. 
* He was received by External Affairs 
Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar at the 
airport in New Delhi. 

¢ The King of Bhutan was 
accompanied by the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and External Trade, 
Dr. TandiDorji and senior officials of 
Bhutan government. 

* The visit was in keeping with the 
long-standing tradition of regular 
high-level exchanges between the two 
countries. 


India and Netherlands hold 


first Ministerial-level Meeting 
¢ The first Ministerial-level meeting of 
the Joint Working Group between 
India and the Netherlands was held on 
April 3, 2023 in New Delhi. 


+ The meeting was held in the presence of 
e Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat 
e Minister for Infrastructure and 
Water Management, Government of 
the Netherlands, Mark Harbours 

© The ‘Strategic Water Partnership’ 

was launched during a virtual meeting 

between the Prime Ministers of India 

and the Netherlands in April 2021. 

* The partnership provides the 

necessary impetus to expand bilateral 

water cooperation. © 


India and Romania Signed 
Defence Agreement 

* India and Romania signed a defence 
agreement on April 3, 2023 in 

New Delhi. 

e« Agreement signed during a meeting 
between Romania's Deputy Defense 
Minister Simona Cojocaru and India's 
Defense Secretary Giridhar Aramane. 

e This agreement is the first defence 
cooperation agreement between the 
two countries and is a practical , 
cooperation between the armed forces 
of India and Romania. 
e The defence pact rep 


for the establish 
military relations between the two 


countries. 


resents the basis 


ment and expansion of 


King of Cambodia 

Visited India 

* Cambodian King Norodom Sihamoni 
arrived in New Delhi for a three-day 
visit to India on May 31, 2023. 

e Union Minister of State for External 
Affairs Rajkumar Ranjan Singh received 
the Cambodian King at the airport. 


e Cambodian King Sihamoni’s visit to 
India marks the culmination of the 
celebrations of the 70th anniversary of 
diplomatic ties’ between the two 
nations. : 

e This visit by the King of Cambodia is 
taking place after almost six decades. 

e India actively assists Cambodia in 
capacity building and human resource 
development. India has also extended 
grants and concessional loans for 
developmental projects. 


' Edinburgh University 


Launched Hindi Course 

© The University of Edinburgh and the 
Indian Consulate in the UK 
collaborated to create the first open 
access course in the Hindi language in 
May 30, 2023. 

e The course, entitled ‘Climate 
Solutions’, was developed with the 
help of translators and in partnership 
with the Edinburgh Climate Change 
Institute and the Government of India. 


e The Climate Solutions Course — 


syllabus is available in Hindi, English 
and Arabic. It focuses on the causes, 
implications and solutions related to 
climate change in India. 

e University of Edinburgh is a public 
research university located in 
Edinburgh (Scotland). 


` New Liberation War Gallery 


Inaugurated in Dhaka 

e Anew 1971 Liberation War Gallery 
was inaugurated al the Indian Cultural 
Centre of the High Commission of 
India in Dhaka on May 30, 2023. 


e Home Minister of Bangladesh 
Asaduzzaman Khan was the Chief 
Guest on the occasion. _ 

* It pays tribute to the valiant freeg 
fighters who fought against oppres š 
and tyranny. i 
« The gallery honours the memory 
the unnamed millions who laid do ; 
their lives during the 1971 Liberala 
War of Bangladesh. ; 


India Handed Over Broad 
Gauge Locomotives 

to Bangladesh 

¢ India and Bangladesh handed over 
20 broad gauge locomotives to 


ion 


` Bangladesh on May 23, 2023. 


e The initiative is aimed at meeting 
the growing demand for passenger and 
freight traffic between the two 
neighboring countries. . 

© The handover ceremony was 
conducted virtually, which was 
attended by Indian Railway Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnav and Bangladesh 
Railway Minister Nurul Islam Sujan. 
e Minister Nurul Islam Sujan 
highlighted the importance of 
strengthening rail connectivity 
between India and Bangladesh to 
promote trade and travel. 


India, Armenia and Iran Hold 
First-Ever Trilateral Talks 

+ The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
India, Armenia and Iran held the first 
trilateral political consultation in 
Armenia’s capital Yerevan on April 20, 
2023. 

¢ The three countries held a wide 
range of discussions, including on 
economic issues and regional 
communication. 

e During the meeting, the three 
countries had a wide range of 
discussions, particularly on economic 
issues and regional communication:’ 
© The three sides also discussed p 
Trilateral cooperation in various fick $. 


India Signed MoU with world 
Food Programme i 

* India signed an MoU with World 
Food Programme (WFP) to send | 
metric tonnes of wheat to the peoP* 
of Afghanistan on April 13, 2023. 
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WFP assured that it had the 
E d infrastructure on the ground 
sure speedy wheat delivery to 
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ctions. 
ae MoU also ensures that the 
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stance is coordinated and delivered 
n effective and efficient manner, 

d that it reaches the most vulnerable 
sections of the Afghan population. 
the WFP is a humanitarian 
organisation that is part of the United 


Nations system. 
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China Renamed 11 Places in 
Arunachal Pradesh 

+ China published a list of 

standardized names for 11 locations in 
Arunachal Pradesh on April 3, 2023. 

. Jt referring to it as ‘Zangnan’, the 
southern region of Tibet, and using 
Chinese, Tibetan, and pinyin 

characters. 

s China's Civil Affairs Ministry has 
disclosed the precise coordinates and 
official names of 11 locations in 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

* These places include 2 residential 
areas, 2 land areas, 5 mountain peaks, 
and 2 rivers. 

* Additionally, the ministry has listed 
the categories of the places’ names and 
their subordinate administrative 
districts, - 

* This move is seen as an attempt by 
China to stake a claim on the Indian 
Slate, in line with their regulations on 
geographical names. 


India and Japan Signed Two 
greements Regarding Loan 
* India and Japan signed two 
et on the sidelines of the 
late talks between PM Narendra 
Fumie, Japanese Prime Minister 
‘PP shida on March 20, 2023. 
e Agreements include 
i Aenewal of Memorandum of 
: Operation in J apanese language 
¥ : one of notes on JICA loan for 
igh illion on Mumbai-Ahmedabad 
8) speed railway project 


Cu i 
rent Affairs Half Yearly 2023 


* Prime Minister Modi expressed his 
desire with Prime Minister Kishida to 
declare the next year as the year of 


Youth Exchanges between the two 
countries, 


* Kishida formally invited Modi to G7 
Hiroshima Summit ' 


India-Bangladesh 
Friendship Pipeline 
Inaugurated 


PM N. Modi and Bangladesh 
PM Sheikh Hasina jointly inaugurated 
the 130 km long energy pipeline 
between Bangladesh and India 

through video conferencing on 

March 18, 2023. 


It is the first ever cross-border energy 
pipeline between the two countries 
which will supply high speed diesel to 
7 northern districts of Bangladesh 
initially. 

The pipeline has a capacity to 
transport one Million Metric Ton Per 
Annum (MMTPA) of High-Speed Diesel 
(HSD). The trans-border energy 
pipeline has been built at an 
estimated cost of ¥ 377 crore. 
The Bangladesh portion of the 
pipeline, built at a cost of 
approximately = 285 crore has been 
financed by the Indian government 
under its grant assistance. 


Japanese Prime Minister 
Visited India 


e Japanese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida arrived in India on a two-day 
visit on March 20, 2022. 

e Japanese Prime Minister was on an 
official visit to India for the 14th 
India-Japan Annual Summit 
between the two Countries. 

¢ Both the leader issued a joint _ 
statement titled Joint Statement 
Partnership for a Peaceful, Stable 


and Prosperous Post-COVID World. 


Highlights 

¢ Japan will invest $ 42 billion 

(% 3.2 lakh crore) in India in the next 
five years. thee 

e Six agreements on cooperation 
between the countries were signed. 

* These agreements are on 
cybersecurity, economic partnet:i.ips, 
waste-water management, urban 


development, a clean energy 
partnership and an agreement on 
promoting bamboo-based products 
from the northeast region. : 

* The Japanese PM Invited the Indian 
PM for the QUAD summit 2022 
meeting to be held in Japan. 


US Recognised McMahon Line 
as International Boundary 

* A bipartisan resolution was passed 
by the US on March 14, 2023, formally 
recognising the McMahon Line as the 
international boundary between China 
and India’s Arunachal Pradesh. 

e The resolution rejected China’s claim 
that the state belongs to its territory 
and instead acknowledged Arunachal 
Pradesh as an integral part of India. 

* Furthermore, the resolution 
expressed support for India’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

e The McMahon Line serves as the de 
facto boundary between China and 
India in the Eastern Sector. 

* It specifically represents the 
boundary between Arunachal Pradesh 
and Tibet, from Bhutan in the west to 
Myanmar in the East. 


2nd Indo-Pacific Economic 
Framework for Prosperity 

¢ The 2nd Indo-Pacific Economic 
Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) 
Negotiations Round held on 

March 13-19, 2023 in Bali (Indonesia). 
* During the Bali Round, discussions 
covered all the four pillars of the IPEF.. 
* India participated in the discussions 
related to Pillars II to IV and India led 
by the Department of Commerce in 
this participation. 

¢ IPEF has 14-member states — 
Australia, Brunei, Fiji, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, 
New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand, USA and Vietnam. 


India-US 5th Commercial 
Dialogue Meeting Held 

* The India-US Fifth Commercial 
Dialogue meeting was held in New 
Delhi on March 10, 2023. 

* The meeting was attended by Union 
Commerce and Industry Minister 
Piyush Goyal and US Commerce 
Secretary Gina Raimondo. 


51 


= INDIA & WORLD 


e The two leaders acknowledged that 
bilateral goods and services trade is set 
to almost double since 2014, surpassing 
a recorded $ 191 billion in 2022. 

¢ India-US Commercial Dialogue aims 
to facilitate trade and maximise 
investment opportunities in a wide 
range of economic sectors. 

¢ The last India-US commercial 
dialogue was held in February 2019. 

* According to the Ministry of 
Commerce, India is the 9th largest 
trading partner for the US, while the 
US is also the 3rd largest source of FDI 
for India. 


23rd Commonwealth Law 
Conference Held 

* The 23rd Commonwealth Law 
Conference was inaugurated by Goa 
Governor PS Sreedharan Pillai. 

¢ The five-day conference, which is 
being held from March 5-9, 2023, was 
also attended by Union Minister for 
Law and Justice Kiren Rijiju and Chief 
Minister of Goa Dr. Pramod Sawant. 
* The Conference has 500 delegates 
from 52 countries in attendance. 

e During his address, Union Minister 
Kiren Rijiju emphasised the 
importance of the conference as a 
platform for open discussions on 
critical issues. 


Australian Prime Minister's 
Visit to India 

e Australian Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese arrived in Ahmedabad on | 
March 8, 2023 on a four-day 

(Marvh 8-11) visit to India to 
participate in the India-Australia 
Annual Summit. 

e This was the first visit to India by an 
Australian Prime Minister since 2017. 


Highlights 

e On the first day of his visit, the 
Prime Minister of Australia 
participated in the Holi programme at 
the Raj Bhavan beside the Sabarmati 
Ashram in Ahmedabad. 

e PM Narendra Modi and PM Anthony 
Albanese watched part of the 4th 
Memorial Cricket Test match of the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy, at the 
Narendra Modi Stadium in 
Ahmedabad. 


+ On March 9 itself, the Australian 


. Prime Minister went to Mumbai, 
where he was given a guard of honour 


at INS-Vikrant. 

e This was the first visit of Anthony 
Albanese, who became the Prime 
Minister of Australia in May 2022. 

e Australia and India have committed 
to a Comprehensive Economic 
Cooperation Agreement (CECA) to 
further economic cooperation and 
trade agreement. 


India and Australia Signed a 
Framework Mechanism 

e India and Australia signed a 
framework mechanism on March 2, 
2023 for mutual recognition of 
qualifications. 


e This agreement will help ease the 
movement of students and 
professionals between the two 
countries. ? 

* The agreement was signed after 
bilateral meeting between India’s | 


‘Education Minister. Dharmendra 


Pradhan and Australian Education 
Minister Jason Clare in New Delhi. 


e The agreement is part of the 
commitment shown by the Prime 
Ministers of both the countries at the 
2nd India-Australia Virtual Summit to 


‘be held on March 21, 2022. 
India and Mexico Inked MoU 


e A MoU on Research, Technology, 
and Innovation Collaborations 
between India and Mexico has been: 
inked on March 4, 2023. 

e. It focuses on several key technology 
areas, including Aerospace, Electronics 
Instrumentatio, Civil, Infrastructure & 
Engineering, Environment Earth & 
Ocean Sciences and Water etc. 

ə The multi-sectoral agreement was 
signed «t the India Science Centre in 


New . wihi. 


* Prime Minister of Italy Giorgia 
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e It is signed by Union Minister for 
Science & Technology Dr. Jiten ii 
Singh and Mexican Foreign Minist 
Marcelo Ebrard in front of high-ley. 
delegations from both countries, el 


PM of Italy Giorgia Meloni 
2-day Visit to India 


Meloni will be on a two-day vist to 
India from March 2 and 3, 2023, 

e She will be accompanied by Depy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Antonio Tajani and a high-powered 
business delegation. 

ə The Italian Prime Minister will be 
the Chief Guest and Keynote Speake, 
at the 8th Raisina Dialogue, 2023, 


Crown Prince and Princess of 
Denmark Call on the President 
ə Crown Prince Frederik and Princes, 
Mary of Denmark met Droupadi 
Murmu, President of India at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan on Feb. 28, 2093, 
e India-Denmark relations have grown | 
stronger in every sense in the last few 
years. 

* President Droupadi Murmu 
expressed confidence that bilateral 
trade and investment between the two 
countries would grow significantly, 


PM Modi and German 
Chancellor Hold 
Wide-ranging Talks | 
¢ Prime Minister Narendra Modiand | 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz held $ 
talks on February 25, 2023. 

¢ The focus areas for mutual 
cooperation include digital 
transformation, financial technology, 
IT and telecom. 

¢ Earlier, PM Modi received Chancellor - 
Scholz at the Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
where the German leader was | 
accorded a ceremonial welcome. / 

e Scholz arrived in Delhi on a two-day 
visit to India, his first to the county, 
after he became the German ~ : p: 
chancellor in December 202 Hab x 


India and Fiji Signed MoU on | 
Visa Exemption ...: 

* India and Fiji signed a MoU on visa 
exemption for diplomatic and official 
passport holders on February 16, 2023. 
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.< signed in presence of External 
+ “Minister S. Jaishankar and Fiji 
cog Sitiveni Rabuka. 

į ader this agreement, holders of 

:pJomatic and official passports will 

Beadle to enter, transit and stay in 
ther 

Bisioa of 90 days. 

. The Visa Waiver Agreement will be 

helpful in encouraging greater travel 

petween the two countries. 


india and Spain Agreed to 
Cooperate in Some Issues 
e PM Modi and his Spanish 
counterpart Pedro Sanchez on 
February 15, 2023 agreed to 
collaborate on issues such as 

e digital infrastructure 

e climate action 

e clean energy 

e sustainable development 
e They also discussed several bilateral 
and international issues of mutual 
interest. ; 

+ They reviewed bilateral initiatives 
and expressed satisfaction at the 
growing cooperation in the defence, 
economic and commercial sectors. © 


e Minister 


11th India-Mongolia Joint 
Working Group Meeting Held 
* The llth meeting of the 
India-Mongolia Joint Working Group 
was held on February 10, 2023 in ~ 
New Delhi. | 

* Both the countries reviewed the 
progress of various bilateral defense 
cooperation initiatives and identified 
measures to further enhance the 
existing areas of cooperation. 

* India established diplomatic 
relations with Mongolia in 1955 and 
upgraded relations with Mongolia to a 
strategic partnership. | 
* Both the countries are members of 
the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) and 
the World Trade Organisation. 


Indian 
n LOC Funded Part of 
Joydebpur-Tongi Rail _ 

ine Inaugurated 
r Pangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 
pa opened traffic operations on 
eg line between Joydebpur and . 

81 on February 10, 2023. 
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rs territory without a visa for 


e This is the initial section of the 
Dhaka-Tongi- Joydebpur rail line 
project, funded under a concessional 
line of credit provided by India. 


* It is a ‘testimony of the strong and 
abiding friendship’ between the two 
countries. Operation of more trains 
will be possible on this section of 
11-kilometre-long double line rail 
route from Tongi to Joydebpur. 


Brazil and Congo 
became 
Full-member of ISA 


Brazil became a full member of the 
International Solar Alliance (ISA) on 
February 3, 2023. 


India handed over the Instrument of 
_ Ratification to Brazil. India also 

welcomed Congo in the International 
= Solar Alliance. 


Congo ambassador Raymond Serge 
Bale of the Republic of Congo signed . 
the Framework Agreement. 

Congo is now eligible to participate in 
multilateral efforts involving money, 
incentive packages, public policies 
and research and development. 


Bust of Mahatma Gandhi 
Unveiled in Dubai 

e Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al 
Nahyan, UAE Minister of Tolerance 
and Coexistence, unveiled the bust of 
Gandhi at the Consulate General of 
India in Dubai on February 1, 2023. 

e Indian Ambassador to the UAE 
Sunjay Sudhir and Consul General of 
India in Dubai Dr Aman Puri joined 
Sheikh Nahyan in offering floral 
tribute at the bust of Gandhi. 


e The UAE Minister also highlighted 


the message of peace, civility and 
nonviolence during the unveiling of 


‘ the bust. | 
e The bust of Mahatma Gandhi 


measuring 42 inch and sculpted by — 
Naresh Kumawat. It was presented by 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations | 


(ICCR), New Delhi. 


US-India Launched Initiative 


on Critical and . 
Emerging Technologies 
e National Security Advisor Ajit Doval 


met his American counterpart Jake 


23 to launch 


Sullivan on February 1, 2023 t 
Critical and 


the US-India initiative on 
Emerging Technologies (iCET).- 

* The United States and India ' 
concluded the US-India iCET meeting 
in Washington and also decided to 
launch a new Innovation Bridge. 

* The iCET signifies the strategic and 
scientific partnership between India 
and USA. - 
» The initiative will pave way for the 
emerging technologies, co-production 
and will further strengthen India-US 
relations. 


India and South Africa Signed 
Agreement to Introduce 


Cheetahs 
> India and South Africa have signed a 


- MoU to introduce dozens of African 


cheetahs to the country over the next 
10 years on January 26, 2023. 

e An initial batch of 12 cheetah. are 
scheduled to be flown from South 
Africa to India in February 2023. 

e The big cats will be introduced to the 


‘Kuno National Park in Madhya 


Pradesh, which is already home to 
eight African cheetahs translocated 
from Namibia. . 
e This will bring the total number of 
cheetahs in the country to 20. 

e 8 cheetahs, 5 female and 3 males, 
were introduced into the Kuno 
National Park in the Sheopur district 
of Madhya Pradesh on Sept. 17, 2022. 


Agreement between Inclia 
and Egypt Signed 

e India and Egypt signed an MoU 
between Prasar Bharati and the 
National Media Authority of E:zypt on 
January 25, 2023. 


e Its aim is to facilitate content 
exchange, capacity building, and 
Co-Productions. 

e Under this MoU, broadcasters of 
both the countries will exchange their 
programmes on bilateral basis in 
different genres of sports, news, 
culture, entertainment etc. 


+ These programmes will be broadcast 
on their radio and television platforms. 


¢ The validity of this MoU will be for 
three years. 
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e Information and Broadcasting 
Minister Anurag Singh Thakur and 
Foreign Minister Sameh Hassan 
Shoukry, Government of Egypt signed 


the MoU. 


UNGA Adopted Resolution on 
‘Education for Democracy’ 
Co-sponsored by India 

e The United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) adopted a resolution titled 
‘Education for Democracy’ that reaffirms 
the right of everyone to education on 
January 18, 2023. 

e The resolution, which was 
co-sponsored by India, recognises that 
‘education for all’ contributes to the 
strengthening of democracy. 

e The resolution encourages member 
states to integrate education for 
democracy into their education 
standards. 


e Earlier in 2015, a similar resolution was 


passed in the General Assembly, 
encouraging all UN entities to use 
education to promote peace, human 
rights and democracy. 


5th Inclia-South Korea Foreign 
Policy and Security 

Dialogue Held 

e The 5th Foreign Policy and Security 
Dialogue between India and South 
Korea was held in Seoul on January 17, 
2023. | 

e Saurabh Kumar made an official visit 
to South. Korea and co-chaired the 5th 


Foreign Policy and Security Dialogue 
(FPSD) with his Korean counterpart 
Cho Hyundong. 
e Saurabh Kumar is Secretary (East) 
of Ministry of External Affairs (MEA). 
* During the two-day talks, the two sides 
agreed to deepen cooperation in the areas of 

e trade and investment 

¢ security and defence 

e science and technology 7 

e cultural and people-to-people 

exchanges 
e India and South Korea agreed to 
work to make global supply chains 
more resilient and robust. 
e They also noted that bilateral trade 
was at an all-time high of $ 28 billion 
and agreed to take the vision of taking 
it to $ 50 billion by 2030. 


` Agreement Signed 


between india & Panama 


e India and Panama have signed a 
MoU to encourage cooperation in the 
training of diplomats on Jan. 10, 
2023. 

e An agreement between India and 
Panama was signed during the 

17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (PBD) 
Convention 2023 in Indore, Madhya 


- Pradesh. 


e The MoU between India and 
Panama was signed by the External 
Affairs Minister of India 

Dr. Subramanyam Jaishankar and the 
Foreign Minister of Panama Janaina 
Tewaney Mencomon. © 


36th India-France Strategic 
Dialogue Held 

¢ India and France held the 36th 
Strategic Dialogue in New Delhi on 
January 5, 2023. The two sides 
discussed a wide range of bilateral 
and global issues. 

e National Security Advisor Ajit Doval 
led the Indian delegation while the 
French delegation was led by 
Emmanuel Bonne, Diplomatic 
Advisor to the French President. 

e The last edition of the Strategic 
Dialogue was to be held in Paris in . 
Nov. 2021. France is the first country 
with which India started a strategic 
dialogue after its 1998 nuclear tests. 


India and Austria Signed 5 
Agreeménts 


` e India and Austria signed five 


agreements on January 2, 2023 and 
two of them are in the interest of the 
Indian community living in Austria. 
e The two agreements would be in 
the interest of the Indian community. 


e There is an agreement on 
‘Migration and Mobility’ for people 
who want to work in Austria and who 
want to come to India for business, or 


-who come here as 


students/professionals. 


: Another agreement is on the 
Working Holiday’ program that will 
enable Indian students in Austria to 
work for 6 months. 
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Union Minister Flagged-Off 
Gabon’s First Agri-SEZ Project 
* Union Minister Dharmendra 

Pradhan flagged-off Gabon’s first Agri- 
SEZ project from New Delhi on 

June 14, 2023. 

* The project will be implemented by 
AOM. group, with Centurion University 
as the technical and knowledge partner. 
* AOM group is a leading company on 
Promoting agricultural development 
and innovation. 

a Centurion University is a state 
university in Odisha. 
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¢ In the first phase of the program, 

30 farmers and 20 B.Sc./M.Sc. students 
from Gajapati district will be travelling 
together. 

e They are travelling as agri-technical 
and technical consultants for the 
agriculture SEZ. 


Sovereiign Gold Bond Scheme 
2023-24 Announced 

¢ The Ceritre announced on June 14, 
2023 that the issue price for the 
Sovereign Gold Bonds 2023-24 

(Series 1) will be % 5926 per gram. 
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* On June 14, the Centre notified that 
two tranches of gold bonds will be 
launched in the first half of FY24. 

* The first tranche, 2023-24 Series I, 
will be issued from June 19 and 
continue till June 23. 

* The second issue, 2023-24 Series II, 
will be issued between September 11 
and 15, 2023. 


Equitas Holdings Surrendered 
NBFC Licence 

* Equitas Holdings Ltd has voluntarily 
surrendered its NBFC licence to the 
RBI on June 12, 2023. 

¢ As a result, the RBI has cancelled 
Equitas Holdings’ registration. 

* Equitas Holdings Ltd is a prominent 
non-banking financial company 
(NBEC) in India. 

¢ It had been operating in the Indian 
financial market for several years. 


The Union Cabinet Approved 
the 3rd Revival Package 

for BSNL 

* The government approved a revival 
package of over ? 89000 crore for BSNL 
on June 8, 2023. 

* The package includes allocation of 
4G and 5G spectrum for BSNL through 
equity infusion. 

e Fixed Wireless Access (FWA) 
services for high-speed internet will be 
offered by BSNL. 

* BSNL will provide services and 


spectrum for the Captive Non-Public 
Network (CNPN). 
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e The Ist revival package for BSNL 
and MTNL was approved in 2019, 
amounting to % 69000 crore. 

* The 2nd revival package for BSNL 
and MTNL was approved in 2022. 


India and Serbia Agreed to Set 
Bilateral Trade of € 1 Billion 

* President Droupadi Murmu and her 
Serbian counterpart Aleksandar Vucic 
on June 8, 2023 agreed to set bilateral 
trade of € 1 billion. 

« At present, it is € 320 million. 

* During the visit, Murmu highlighted 
that the relations between the two 
sides have a shared understanding of 
each other's core interests. 

e President Murmu was on a 
three-day state visit to Serbia from 
June 7 to 9, 2023. 


‘Exploration of Coal and 
Lignite Scheme’ Launched 

e CCEA has approved ‘Exploration of 
Coal and Lignite Scheme’ on June 6, 
2023. The Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired by 
PM Narendra Modi. 

e The scheme will be implemented 
from 2021-22 to 2025-26. It will 
require an estimated expenditure of 
z 2980 crore. 

e The scheme focuses on the 
exploration of coal and lignite through 
two main stages: Promotional 
(Regional) Exploration 

e Detailed Exploration in N on-Coal 
India Limited (CIL) blocks. 


IRDAI Issued Draft Bima 
Vahaks Guidelines 
+ IRDAJ came out with draft 
guidelines for ‘Bima Vahaks (BV)’ on 
June 4, 2023. ; 
* It seeks to establish a dedicated 
distribution channel at the level of 
Gram Panchayats. 
e The guidelines propose Corporate 
Bima Vahaks and Individual Bima 
Vahaks. 
e It is proposed for the distribution 
channel. 
e It aim is to improve accessibility and 
availability of insurance in every nook 
and corner of the country, = 
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» As per this, every insurer will have to 
provide alternative mode for payment 
of premium. 


Cabinet Approved Increase in 
MSP for 2023-24 

* The Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs (CCEA) approved an increase in 
Minimum Support Price (MSP) on 
June 7, 2023. MSP increased for all 


-© mandated Kharif Crops for Marketing 


Season 2023-24.. 

e It aim is to ensure remunerative 
prices to growers for their produce and 
to encourage crop diversification. 

e Government announced an average 
Hike of 7% year-on-year. 

e MSP increased for a basket of 14 
crops which include cereals, pulses, 
oilseeds and cotton. 


'SIDBI Launched EVOLVE: 


Mission 

e SIDBI launched the Electric Vehicle 
Operations and Lending for Vibrant 
Ecosystem (EVOLVE) mission on 
June 10, 2023. 


e The mission has been launched in 


collaboration with 
e NITI Aayog . * World Bank 


e Korean-World Bank 

e Korean Economic Development 

Cooperation Fund (EDCF) 
e Its main objective is to provide 
financial assistance to MSMEs in the 
electric vehicle sector. ic Anas 
+ The EVOLVE mission contributes to 
the promotion of sustainable 
transportation solutions in India. 
e Its primary objective is to provide 
funds for the purchase of 50,000 
Electric Vehicles (EVs). E 


Go Digit Life Insurance got 
IRDAI Nod 


+ IRDAI has given permission to Go 
Digit Life Insurance Ltd to carry the life 


“e Itis a proactive step towards 


appealing to investors. 


‘to save money and earn a fixed 


-CBDC. eRupee will be us 
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insurance business in India or i 
2023. It a company backed by j 
Canada-based Fairfax Group and 
already operating in the ge 
insurance sector. 

* The recent approval brings the 
number of insurers in the Indian | 
insurance segment to 26. 
* Go Digit is already establish di 
the general insurance sector in Ir 


S s$ 


Now Income Proof 
Mandatory for 7 10 
Investments | 
* The government's decision to m 
income proof mandatory for — 
investments of 7 10 lakh or more 
small savings schemes from May 
2023. j 


combating money laundering an 
terrorist financing. 
e Relatively high interest rates: 
minimal credit risk have mac 
savings schemes increasingly 


e Small savings schemes refer tc 
investment options provided by 
government to encourage indi 


on their investments. 


Patna became First Mu 
Corporation to use CB 
e Patna Municipal Corporatio 
adopted Central Bank Digiti 
Currency (CBDC) on May 28 
e It has become the first m 
corporation in the country te 


entire Patna Municipal Corpor 
area. . l 

* The implementation of CBD 
start from the municipal headq 
Maurya Lok complex. 
* Later it will extend to all reg 
offices and payment counte 
the corporation. 4 


SEBI Approved H 


New Owner of HDF 
e Securities and Excha i 
India (SEBI) has grantee 
a change in control of HDF 


Management Company | 
on May 24, 2023. 
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pFc AMC created due to the 
malgamation of HDFC Limited and 

HDFC Bank Limited. 

. This move paves the way for HDFC 

gank to become the new owner of 

HDFC AMC, subject to compliance 

with applicable regulations. 

» Upon completion, the combined 

ty is expected to have a total asset 

, of approximately @ 18 trillion. 


eH 
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30% Financial Support from 
the Center to Promote Green 
shipping 

. Union Minister for Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal 
has announced 30% financial 
assistance to promote green shipping 
on May 23, 2023. 

e Minister Sonowal made 5 important 
announcements focusing on green 
shipping and digitisation of ports at the 


end of the second Chintan Shivir of the 


ministry held in Munnar (Kerala). 

e Green Hydrogen hubs will be 
developed at the Deendayal Port at 
Kandla and Chidambaranar Port at 
Tuticorin. 

e Two tugs each will be procured for 
Jawaharlal Nehru, VO Chidambaranar, 
Paradip and Deendayal ports under the 
Green Tug Transition Programme. 

« A single window portal will be 
prepared to facilitate booking of river 
and sea cruises. À 

* Jawaharlal Nehru and Turicorin ports 
will be made smart ports by next year. 


Paytm Money Launched 
Bonds Platform 7 
* Paytm Money has announced the | 
launch of a bond’s platform for retail 
investors in India on May 22, 2023. 

* This new platform aims to provide 
investors with a comprehensive and 
usér-friendly interface to invest in 
government, corporate, and tax-free - 
bonds, 

* Wiha focus on innovation and 
leveraging technology, Paytm Money 
aims tọ make bond investing more 
accessible and transparent for retail | 
IV CSHONS erir te 

* Paytm Money is a subsidiary of 
One97 Communications, the parent 


_ €ntity of Paytm. 


Current Affairs Half Yearly 2023 


Sapre Committee Submitted 
Report Released 

* The Supreme Court made public the 
report of the court-appointed expert 
panel in the Hindenburg-Adani row 
case on May 19, 2023. 


* The report states that the Adani 
group has disclosed all beneficial 
owners. There is no allegation that 
SEBI is rejecting the declaration of 
beneficial owners of Adani. 


* The report clearly states that prima 
facie no violation of existing rules or 
laws has been found. 


Production Linked 
Incentive Scheme 2.0 
Approved 


Union Cabinet had given approval to 
introduce the Production Linked 
Incentive (PLI) Scheme 2.0 on May 17, 
2023. 


- Scheme approved for IT Hardware for 
Enhancing India’s Manufacturing 
Capabilities and Enhancing Exports - 
Atmanirbhar Bharat. 


The window of applications under PLI 
Scheme 2.0 for IT Hardware will open 
from June 1, 2023. 
The scheme will promote large scale 
manufacturing in Laptops, Tablets, All 
in One PCs, Servers and Ultra Small 
Form Factor (USFF) devices. l 
It contributes significantly to achieve 

electronics manufacturing turnover of 
approximately $ 300 billion by 2025-26. 


New Trade and Partnership 
Agreement of India and FETA 
e India and the European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA) states have taken 
important steps towards a new trade 


and partnership agreement on May 15, 


2023. 


e At the ministerial meeting held in 


Brussels on May 15, 2023 Commerce 
and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal 
held discussions with representatives 
of EFTA. 

e It aims is to work towards a 
comprehensive new Trade and 
Partnership Agreement (TEPA). 

e EFTA has established bilateral 
relations and cooperation in the field 
of trade and commerce. 
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two countries. 


Ministry for Corporate Affairs 
Introduced C-PACE 

e Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) 
has established the Centre for 
Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit 
(C-PACE) on May 13, 2023. 

* It aim is to streamline the process of 
removing companies from the MCA 
Register. 

* C-PACE will operate under the 
Registrar of Companies (RoC) and will 
handle applications for processing and 
disposal. 

+ The office of C-PACE was 
inaugurated on May 1, 2023, by 

RK Dalmia, the director of inspection 
and investigation at MCA. 


 RINL Launched ‘Open 


Challenge Programme 2.0’ 

e Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Limited 
(RINL) launched ‘Open Challenge 
Programme (OCP) 2.0’ on May 13, 
2023. 

e It is launched as part of a series of 
OCP programmes by Kalpataru-CoE 
(Center for Entrepreneurship). 

e The objective of this programme is to 
select startups specialising in Industry 
4.0 technologies for collaboration with 
RINL. 

e The VSP plant was commissioned in 
1992 and initially had a capacity to 
produce 3.0 MTPA of liquid steel. 


SEBI Launched LEI System 

e Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) introduced the Legal 
Entity Identifier (LEI) system for 
issuers of non-convertible securities, 
securitised debt instruments and 
security receipts on May 8, 2023. 

¢ LEI is a unique global identifier for 
legal entities participating in financial 
transactions. It aims to create a global 
reference data system that identifies 
each legal entity that is party toa 
financial transaction. 


+ The LEI system will enable greater 


transparency and better risk 
management in the financial markets. 
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* SEBI is the regulatory body for 
securities and commodity markets in 
India established in 1988. 


BharatPe Rebranded 
PAYBACK India as ‘Zillion’ 


e BharatPe Group, a fintech startup, 
announced the rebranding of its 
loyalty program, PAYBACK India, the 
multi-brand loyalty program to 
‘Zillion’ on May 4, 2023. 

¢ This new brand identity is in line 
with BharatPe’s vision to make Zillion 
ubiquitous to loyalty and rewards 
across India. 


e Zillion aims to target customers 
across age groups and add a new 
dimension to their overall shopping 
experience, across categories and 
brands. 

e Zillion will have a wide range of 
options for customers to earn and 
redeem points at a variety of partners 
across India. 


GetVantage Secured 
NBFC Licence 


e GetVantage, a fintech platform 
offering alternative financing 
solutions, has obtained an NBFC | 
licence from the RBI on May 5, 2023. 


e Its lending operations will be 
managed by its NBFC subsidiary, 
GetGrowth Capital. 


e The platform plans to raise a total of 
z 200 crore to expand its lending 
operations, with z 50 crore already 
invested by backers such as Chiratae 
Ventures, InCred and Sony and DI. 


* GetVantage has become part of a 
limited number of fintech companies 
that have obtained an NBFC licence. » 


Microsoft Launched 

Two New Initiatives 

e Microsoft India launched two new 

initiatives on May 3, 2023 to support 

Small and Medium-sized Businesses 
(SMBs) in their digital transformation 
journey. : 

e These initiatives are aimed at 
helping Indian SMBs solve their 
business challenges, improve 
operations, drive efficiency and 
accelerate growth. 
e Microsoft for Small and Medium 
Businesses (SMB) is a dedicated 
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website designed to bring together 
business owners and entrepreneurs in 
India. 

¢ Digital Transformation Helpline is a 
dedicated helpline that provides 
support to SMBs to help them navigate 
their technology adoption and 
deployment journey. 


60th Foundation Day of IIFT 

e Indian Institute of Foreign Trade 
(IIFT), New Delhi celebrated Diamond 
Jubilee on May 2, 2023 on 60th 
Foundation Day. 


e On the occasion, Vice-Chancellor of 

IIFT Prof. Satinder Bhatia released the 
commemorative issue of Foreign Trade 
Review (FTR) Journal. | : 


¢ The Indian Institute of Foreign Trade 
(IIFT) was established in 1963 as an 
autonomous body under the Union 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry. 

+ It aims was to contribute in the skill 
building for the external trade sector - 
of India. z 


Index of Eight Core Industries 
‘Increased ; 

è The combined Index of 8 Core 
Industries (ICI) increased by 3.6 % 
(provisional) in March 2023 as 
compared to the Index of March 2022. 
It is published on April 30, 2023. 


' e The production of Coal, Fertilisers, 


Steel, Natural Gas, and Refinery 
Products increased in March 2023 
over the corresponding month of last 


year. 

e ICI measures combined and 
individual performance of production 
of 8 core industries viz Coal, Crude Oil, 
Natural Gas, Refinery Products, 
Fertilisers, Steel, Cement and 
Electricity. | 

e The Eight Core Industries comprise 
40.27% of the weight of items included 
in the Index of Industrial Production 


(IIP). 


National Manufacturing 


‘Secretary, Department of Science and 
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Government Launched 
‘Vivad se Vishwas’ Scheme 
* The Department of Expenditure, 
Ministry of Finance, has launched the 
scheme, ‘Vivad se Vishwas I - Relief ta 
MSMEs’ on May 3, 2023. 7 
* It is launched for providing relief tó ` 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) for Covid-19 period. 

+ The scheme was announced in the’ : 
Union Budget 2023-24 by Union = 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,, 
+ The relief provided under this ~ 
scheme is in continuation to the 
efforts of the government in promoting 
and sustaining the MSME sector. = 
e Under the scheme, ministries have 
been asked to refund performance 
security, bid security and liquidated - 
damages forfeited/deducted during the 
Covid pandemic. 


Innovation Survey 2021-22 


Released = 
e ‘Dr. S. Chandrasekhar released the ` 
“National Manufacturing Innovation 
Survey (NMIS) 2021-22 : Summary for 
Policymakers” on April 27, 2023. 


s Dr. S. Chandrasekhar is the 


Technology. 
e NMIS survey is a joint study by the ~ 
Department of Science and Technology 
(DST) and the United Nations y 
Industrial Development Organisation 
(UNIDO). 


¢ It aims is to evaluate the innovation 
performance of manufacturing firms ir 
India. 25.01% of the 8074 firms 
surveyed were considered innovative. . 
$ The 25% of firms that reported 
innovation in the survey saw 83% 
increase in turnover and 80% opening ` 
up new opportunities in the market. 
* Only 15% of micro firms are *”* 


innovative while it is 56% in large °“ 
firms. “ H 


Centre Launched e-Co l 
Portal ‘Indiahandmade.com 
* The Central government has *" 
launched an e-commerce portal ne 
‘Indiahandmade.com’ Kerala on _ 
April 25, 2023. Portal launched for 
artisans and weavers, they can sell 
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.- pandloom and handicraft 
acts directly to customers without 
ja middlemen and get fair 
„eration. 
portal will not charge any 
om sellers. 


remul 
+ The 


commission fr 
. It shall also provide free shipping 


with a return option to customers 
along with multiple payment gateways 
to pay online. 

. Products from more than 35 lakh 
handloom weavers and 27 lakh 
handicraft artisans will be displayed 
on the portal from options like 

dothing, home decor, jewellery, 
accessories etc. 


Ministry of Finance Approved 
Navratna Status to RVNL 

. The government of India upgraded 
the status of Rail Vikas Nigam Limited 
(RVNL) to ‘Navratna’ Central Public 
Sector Enterprise (CPSE) on April 26, 
| a 


- e Prior to this upgrade, RVNL was 
earlier classified as a ‘Miniratna’ CPSE. 


* The decision to upgrade RVNL was 
approved by the Finance Minister. 

* RVNL is a mid-cap company under 
the Ministry of Railways. i 
* This upgrade makes RVNL the 13th 
Navratna company among CPSEs in 
India. oa 


First Voice Biometric 


Authentication Banking App 
* City Union Bank (CUB) launched 
India’s first Voice Biometric 
Authentication banking app for its 
mobile banking app which uses it to 
improve security on April 20, 2023. 

* The purpose of this feature is to 
Provide an additional layer of security 


to customers while logging into their ~ 


accounts, 


- * Currently, the Voice Biometric | : 
Authentication login option is available | 


only for Mobile Banking App users. 


India Steel 2023 Organised 
inMumbai — | 


_* Union Minister of Steel Jyotiraditya 


Scindia will inaugurate India Steel 
2023 on April 19, 2023 at the Mumbai 
Exhibition Centre in Goregaon, » 
Mumbai (Maharashtra). 


m La CaP 


e The main objective of the event is to 
bring together industry leaders, policy . 
makers and experts to discuss the 
latest developments, challenges and 
opportunities in this industry. 

* The India Steel 2023 exhibition will 
showcase advanced technologies, 
products and solutions from the 

Indian steel industry, 


MGNREGA MIS Report 
Published 


e Rajasthan topped the country in 
terms of person days generation under 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee (MGNREGA) 
Scheme on April 19, 2023. 

e In 2022-23, Rajasthan generated 
35.61 crore persondays at a total cost 
of Z 10175 crore under the scheme. 

e Rajasthan is followed by Tamil Nadu 
(33.45 crore), Uttar Pradesh (31.18 
crore), Andhra Pradesh (23.96 crore). 
and Bihar (23.69 crore) in terms of 
persondays generation. 

e Rajasthan stood third in the country 
in terms of number of households 
completing 100 days of work.’ 

e Uttar Pradesh topped the country 
with 499947 families completing 100 
days of work,: followed by Kerala with 
448913 families. 


India’s First-ever REITs 
and InviTs Index 
Launched 


NSE Indices Limited has launched 
India’s first ever Real Estate 
Investment Trusts (Reits) and 
Infrastructure Investment Trusts 
(InviTs) Index on April 12, 2023. 
The index aims to track the 
performance of REITs and InviTs that 
are publicly listed and traded on the 
NSE, the exchange said ina 
statement. . 

NSE Indices Limited is an arm of the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE). REITS 
invest in real estate projects, whereas 
InviTs invest in infrastructure projects 
with a long gestation period. _ 


SEBI Unveiled New Logo 

e SEBI’s new logo retains the 
organisation’s traditional blue color 
palette while reflecting the aspirations 


of a modern and prosperous India on 
April 11, 2023. 

* The new logo represents SEBIS — 
commitment to facilitating economic 
growth through capital formation, 
while also incorporating the power of 
technology and data into 
policy-making. 

* The logo retains the traditional blue 
color palette but also reflects a vision 
for a modern and prosperous India. 

* Former and present members of 
SEBI were present at the unveiling 
ceremony. 


SECI got ‘Miniratna 
Category-l’ Status 

* Solar Energy Corporation of India 
Limited (SECI) has been accorded the 
status of Miniratna Category-I Central 
Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) on 
April 10, 2023. . 

e Its formal announcement has been 
issued by the Ministry of New and 
Renewable Energy, Government of 
India. 

e SECI has achieved this feat in a 
short span of time due to its consistent 


performance, mobility and flexibility in 


operations. . 

e SECI is a Central Public Sector 
Undertaking (CPSU) under the 
administrative control of the Ministry 
of New and Renewable Energy 
(MNRE), set up on September 20, 2011. 


India Contributed $ 2 Million 
to ATMIS 

e India has contributed $ 2 million to 
the United Nations Trust Fund in 
support of the African Union Transition 
Mission in Somalia (ATMIS) on 

April 10, 2023. 

¢ The cheque for the same was handed 
over by India’s Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations 
Ruchira Kamboj. 

* ATMIS was established on April 1, 
2022, to reduce the threat posed by the 
terrorist group Al-Shabaad. Earlier, 
India had contributed $ 4 million to- 
AMISOM. | 


Committee Constituted to 
Review the NPS om 

* The Finance Ministry constituted a 
four-member committee headed by 
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Finance Secretary TV Somanathan on 
April 6, 2023. 

* Committee constituted to review the 
pension system for government 
employees under the National Pension 
System (NPS). 

* The committee will suggest modifications 
with a view to 


* improve the pensionary benefits of 
government employees covered under 
NPS 

* keeping in view the fiscal 
implications 


* the overall budgetary impact 


Global Trade Expected to 
Grow 1.7% in 2023 i 


* The world trade organisation (WTO) 
on April 5, 2023 revised its global trade 
growth outlook for 2023 upwards to 


1.7% from last October’s estimate 
of 1%. 


* The World Trade Organisation said 
in its forecast that trade growth for 
2024 is expected to be 3.2%. 


* Global commodity trade volumes are 
expected to grow by 1.7% this year, 
following a 2.7% increase in 2022. 


China’s Yuan Replaced US 
Dollar as Most Traded 
Currency in Russia 

* China’s yuan has replaced the US 
dollar as the most traded currency in 
Russia on April 4, 2023. 


e According to data from the Moscow 
Exchange, the yuan accounted for 
23.6% of Russia’s foreign exchange 
turnover in the first quarter of 2023, 
while the dollar’s share was 22.5%. 
* This marks the first time the yuan 
has surpassed the dollar in Russia's 

= currency market. 
* The rise of the yuan in Russia is part 
of a broader trend of increasing 
acceptance of the Chinese currency in 
international trade and finance. 


India-Malaysia can Now Trade 
in Indian Rupee 

e The Ministry of External Affairs 
announced on April 1, 2023 that India 
and Malaysia have agreed to settle 
trade in the Indian rupee. 

e In July 2022, the RBI allowed — 
settlement of international trade in 
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Indian Currency. This step has been 


taken only after this decision of 
the RBI, ; 


y The RBI initiative is aimed at ` 
facilitating trade growth and 
Supporting the interests of the global 


trading community in the Indian 
Rupee. 


* Kuala Lumpur-based IIBM has 
introduced this system in India by 
opening a special Rupee Vostro 
account through Union Bank of India. 
Vostro account is defined as an 
account maintained by a 


Correspondent bank on behalf of 
another bank. 


Government Sanctioned 
Loans of more than z 40600 
Crore of Women 
Entrepreneurs 

* The government has sanctioned 
loans of more than % 40600 crore to 
women entrepreneurs under the 
Stand-Up India Scheme. 

* Union Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman announced that over 1.8 
lakh women and SC/ST entrepreneurs 


‘Teceived loans under the scheme. 


* Stand-Up India Scheme was 


launched on April 5, 2016, :to promote 


entrepreneurship among women, 
Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled 
Tribe (ST) categories. 


Foreign Trade Policy 2023 
Launched 

* The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry launched the Foreign Trade 
Policy (FTP) 2023, which came into 
effect on April 1, 2023. FTP 2023 sets a 
$ 2 trillion target for exports of 
goods and services by 2030 with a 
shift from incentives to remission and 
entitlement-based regime. 


¢. The FTP 2023 aims at process 


' re-engineering and automation to 


facilitate ease of doing business for 
exporters. 

¢ The new foreign trade policy also - 
proposes to reduce export licence 
fee for MSMEs. 

+ The FTP 2023 aims at process 
re-engineering and automation to 
facilitate ease of doing business for 
exporters. T 


- exchanges — BSE and NSE. 


i @ Finance Minister Nirmala 
 Sitharaman anno 
` Tepresentations h 
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Last Date for Linking PAN an 
Aadhaar Cards Extended q 
e The last date of linking PAN With 
Aadhaar has been extended to 

June 30, 2023. 


* The Central Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT) notified it on March 28, 2023 
* As per IT Act, 1961, it is mandat m. 
for all PAN holders, to link their PAN | 
with Aadhaar, unlinked PAN shall = 
become inoperative. 

¢ PAN-Aadhaar linking is not required 
for NRIs, individuals who are not ~ 
citizens of India, senior citizens aged 
above 80 years and residents of Assam 
Meghalaya and Jammu & Kashmir ~ 


NCLT Approved Merger of 
HDFC and HDFC Bank 

¢ The National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) approved the merger of HDR¢ 
and HDFC Bank on March 16, 2023, ` 


National Company Law Tribunal 


Hi} HDFC BANK 
We uncerstacd your word 


_* HDFC Ltd has already received _ 
approvals from RBI, SEBI, PFRDA and 
Competition Commission of India 
(CCI) as well as from India’s stock 

* The NCLT has also given approval for 

holding a shareholders’ meeting for 

obtaining approval for the proposed 
merger. | 

* The HDFC-HDFC Bank merger is 

expected to be completed by the 


second or third quarter of Financial 
Year 2024. 


Panel to Improve National E 


e m sig 
Pension Scheme uci 
* The government announced on 


March 24, 2023 to set UP a commistees 
to suggest measures for improving 
National Pension System under jthe 

Chairmanship of the Finance Secretary. 


unced several 
ave been received 4g 
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at the National Pension System 
a ds to be improved. 
Es said a committee will look into 
5 — of pensions and evolve an 
“a inact that addresses the needs of 
the employees while ensuring fiscal 
prudence. 
, she said the new approach will be 
designed for adoption by both Central 
and State governments. 


india and World Bank Signed 


Loan Agreement 
e The government of India and the 


- world Bank have signed an agreement 


on March 15, 2023 for the 

development of Green National 
Highway Corridors in 4 states. 

« Agreement signed with loan 
assistance of $ 500 million against 

total project cost of $ 1288.24 million 
(Z 7,662.47 crore). | 

» An aggregate length of 781 km will 
be constructed in the states of 
Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar 
Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh. 

* Use of local/marginal material will 
enhance the ability of Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways to bring green 
technologies into the mainstream. 


Commercial Bank Launched 
Qatar’s First UPI Remittance 
Service 

* Commercial Bank announced the ` 
launch of UPI remittance service to 
India, becoming the first bank in Qatar 
to offer this service on March 15, 2023. 
* Customers can use Commercial 
Banking digital platforms to initiate 
UPI payments using UPI-ID. 

* The transactions can be completed 
within 60 seconds and are available — 
24/7. Unified Payment Interface (UPI) 
is a fast and convenient payment 
system that allows customers to 
transfer money between bank 

accounts in real-time using UPI-ID. 


IDFC Mutual Fund to be 
Rebranded as Bandhan MF 
* The IDFC Mutual Fund is set to be 
launched as Bandhan Mutual Fund 
from March 13, 2023. | 

* The new brand logo will also be 
Unveiled, closely resembling the . ` 
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_ Bandhan Bank logo, but with 


additional colours and styling. 


* IDFC Asset Management Company 
(AMC) was acquired by the 
consortium, which comprises Bandhan 
Financial Holdings Limited, GIC and 
ChrysCapital. Bandhan holds 60% of 
the acquired entity, with control of 
operations, while the other two will 
hold 20% each in the AMC. 


MSME Competitive 
(LEAN) Scheme 
Launched 


Union Minister for MSME Narayan 
Rane launched the MSME Competitive 
(LEAN) Scheme on March 10, 2023. 

It aims to provide a roadmap to 
global competitiveness for the MSMEs 
of India. The scheme will strive to 
improve quality, productivity and 
performance. 

It will also change the mindset of 
manufacturers and provide them the 
ability to become world class 
manufacturers. 


India Ranked 7th Biggest 
Nation Ready to Adopt Crypto 
in 2023 

e According to Hedge with Crypto 
research on February 22, 2023, India 
emerged as 7th biggest nation ready to 
adopt crypto in 2023. : 

e Australia is the biggest country 
when it comes to the adoption of 


crypto currency in 2023 with a score of 


7.37 out of 10. 

e The sale of crypto currency and other 
digital assets is legal and regulated in 
Australia. 

¢ Following this, USA ranks as the 


second biggest country in crypto 
adoption with a score of 7.07 out of 10. 


Qatar Lifted Ban on Frozen 
Seafood from India 

e MPEDA announced that Qatar 
partially lifted a ban imposed last year 
on the import of frozen seafood from 
India on February 18, 2023. 

e The ban will continue on exports of 
chilled seafood, which accounts for 
about a third of the West Asian 
country’s total seafood exports in 
2021-22 with the worth of ? 143 crore. 


* Frozen seafood is stored at minus 
20°, while chilled seafood is stored at 
3-4° Celsius. 

* MPEDA is the Marine Products 
Exports Development Authority. 


Cabinet Approved 
Establishment of 
Agricultural Credit Societies 
* The Union Cabinet approved the 
setting-up of a new Primary 
Agricultural Credit Society (PACS) on 
Feb. 15, 2023 in two lakh Panchayats 
in the next five years. 

+ According to the government, 25 
different facilities will be made 
available through the Primary 


„Agricultural Credit Society. 


* The scheme will be implemented 
with convergence of various schemes 
by leveraging the ‘Whole of 
Government’ approach. 

* PACS are grassroots level cooperative 
credit institutions that provide short- 
term and medium-term agricultural 
loans to farmers for various 
agricultural and agricultural activities. 


ADB Approved 3 130 Million 
Loan for India 

¢ The Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
has approved a $ 130 million (over 

z 1072 crore) loan on Feb. 10, 2023. 

e This loan is use in enhance 
agricultural productivity and farmers’ 
income in Himachal Pradesh and 
promote horticulture agribusiness. 

+ ADB aims to benefit Himachal 
Pradesh, where more than half of its’ 
land area is mountainous and 90% of 
its population lives in rural areas 
dependent on agriculture. 

e ADB is a regional multilateral 
financial institution focused on 
countries in the Asia and Pacific region. 


Indore Municipal Launched 
Green Bonds 

e Indore Municipal Corporation has 
become the first civic body in the 
‘country on February 8, 2023 to issue 
green bonds. 

e The corporation plans to raise % 244 
crore through green bonds. 

* This amount will be used to set up a 
60 MW solar plant at Juladh Pumping 
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Logistics Portal (Marine) in New Delhi financial incentives for promoting 


Station in Hum Samraj and Ashukhedi 
villages in Khargone district. 


+ A green bond is issued by an 
organisation for the purpose of 
financing or refinancing projects that 
make a positive contribution to the 
environment and/or climate. 


Digital Skills Programme in 
India Unveiled 

* Reliance Jio in collaboration with 
GSMA has unveiled a nationwide 
Digital Skill initiative on February 7, 
2023. 

* This collaborative effort intends to 
provide rural women and people from 
low-income groups with training based 
on their specific needs. 


+ As part of this effort, the GSMA and — 


Jio teams collaborated to identify 
existing digital skill shortages and 
create need-based, India-specific 
digital skills training toolkits. 

e The initiative is currently being 
implemented in 10 states with an - 
emphasis on targeting women and 
underrepresented groups. 


Government Decided to 
Continue the 50-year Interest 
Free Loan to State 

e Finance Minister N. Sitharaman has 
announced that the government has 
decided to continue the 50-year 
interest free loan to state governments 
for 1 more year. , 

* Its aim is to spur investment in 
infrastructure and continuation of the 
Welfare scheme. of tay) 

* In the Union Budget 2023-24, the 
government has proposed an outlay of 
one lakh % 30000 crore towards this. 

+ z ] lakh crore was earmarked for 
interest free loan to states in 2022-23 
and for next financial year, z 30000 
crore more has been allocated. 

e Out of this 80% of the fund will be 
used by the states as per their 
requirement and 20% will be for 
welfare schemes like one nation one 
ration card scheme. 


National Logistics Portal 
(Marine) Inaugurated 

e Minister for Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal on 
Friday inaugurated the National 
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on January 27, 2023. 


* It is a one-stop platform aimed at 
connecting all the stakeholders of the 
logistics community using IT. 


* This will improve efficiency and 
transparency by reducing costs and 
promote the growth of the logistics 
sector. 


* NLP will serve as a single point of 
contact for all logistics trade processes 
across the country, including all modes 
of transportation via waterways, roads, 
and airways. 


Kerala’s Entrepreneurship 
Year Project Recognized as 
‘Best Practice’ | | 

* The ‘Year of Enterprises’ Project was 
recognised as the best practices model 
at the National Conference on Micro 
Small and Medium Enterprises. 

* The ‘Year of Enterprises’ aimed to 
create 100000 enterprises and has 
successfully created 118509 enterprises 
and got investment worth % 7261.54 
crore. 

e The Kerala government has stated 
that the ‘Year of Enterprises’ Project 
has created 256140.jobs till now. 

e The ‘Year of Enterprises’ Project was 
inaugurated by Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan on March 30, 2022. 


Government Approved 
Incentive Scheme for 
Promotion of RuPay Cards 

e The Union Cabinet gave its nod to 
the incentive scheme for the 
promotion of RuPay Debit Cards and 
low-value BHIM-UPI transactions on 
January 11, 2023.: 


e The scheme has a financial outlay of 
z 2600 crore, 


` e The decision will help in building a 


robust digital payment system. Under 
the scheme, banks will be provided 


——— 


- -e Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 


- banking service on January 7, 2023. 


- Board (KSEB) and the st 


Point of Sale (PoS) and e-commerce 
transactions using RuPay and Up i 
the current financial year. 


India Surpassed Japan to 
become 3rd Largest Auto 
` Market Globally 

* India has surpassed Japan on 
January 8, 2023 in terms of auto sale, 
in 2022 to become the 3rd-largest auto 
market globally for the first time. 

* India’s new vehicle sales were at 
least 4.25 million units, ahead of the 
4.2 million sold in Japan, based on 
preliminary results. 

* Most of the new autos sold in India 
last year consisted of vehicles powered 
by gasoline, including hybrid vehicles, 
e In 2021, China topped the global 
auto market with sales of 26.27 million — 
vehicles. The US stood second with 
15.4 million vehicles sold, followed by ` 
Japan with 4.44 million units. 


Kerala became Country’s First 
Fully Digital Banking State 


declared Kerala as the first state inthe | 
country to go fully digital in its 


* This achievement was possible due 
to social interventions through local 
self-government institutions along 
with infrastructure and technological 
advances in the banking sector. 

* K-FON is a joint venture between 
the Kerala State Information 
Technology Infrastructure Ltd 


(KSITIL), Kerala State Electricity 


ate. 
. The K-FON will ensure internet 
facility to everyone in the state and 


17155 km-long optic fibr 
network has been laid. irae 


e Kerala is the only State ; 

i r ətate in India that 
has declared ‘the right to ee a 
basic right of its citizens o 
iT 
f 


BANKING SECTOR- 
Millennia Credit Card 

¢ HDFC Bank has introduced. 

credit card, Millennia offer; Pew 
cashback on June 8 e nerin 


. 0 
comes with Contactless eee ena 
ogy 
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-ng customers to ‘tap and pay’ via 
See enachine. The Millennia card is 


plicable to both self-employed and 
a 


eared PASO. OS a 

e The minimum age limit is 21 and 
maximum age is 40. People earning a 
aximum of = 35000 gross salary can 


m 
for the card. 


apply 
sBI Launched Project Kuber 


e SBI, Bengaluru Circle, launched 
‘Project Kuber’ on June 5, 2023 to 
meet the banking needs of customers. 
e ‘Project Kuber’ aims to facilitate, and 
cater to various banking requirements 
of customers. 
e The project includes the establishment of 
e four Transaction Banking Hubs 
e one Corporate Salary Package Hub 
e These hubs will focus on increasing 
SBI’s market share in liability 
products. 


Yes Bank Unveiled Refreshed 
Brand Identity 

e Yes Bank unveiled its refreshed 
brand identity on May 30, 2023. 

* As part of its refreshed identity, Yes 
Bank has launched a new logo which 
carries the visual DNA of the bank and 
builds on it. 

* It depicts the bank’s progressive 
spirit while staying true to its core 
values.. 

* The familiar blue and red colours 
that have been associated with Yes ` 
Bank logo have got a makeover as 
well; the red and blue have an electric 


tone, representing energy and 
innovation. 


Maratha Bank Merged with 
Cosmos Bank EY ee 

* The Reserve Bank of India approved 
the merger between Maratha 
Cooperative Bank and Cosmos 
Cooperative Bank. 

* The merger is a voluntary scheme of 
amalgamation and the merger will be 
effective from May 29, 2023. 

* Maratha Sahakari Bank is subject to 
regulatory directions by RBI with 

effect from August 31, 2016. 

* The merger has been approved under 
the authority of the Banking 
Regulation Act, 1949. 
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AIIB to Open First Overseas 
Office in Abu Dhabi 


* The Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB) signed an agreement to 
set-up its first overseas office in Abu 
Dhabi Global Market on April 20, 2023. 
* The AIIB is a multilateral 
development bank that prioritises 
financing infrastructure projects 
focused on sustainability. 


* The strategic location of the office in 
the Middle East will enable AIIB to 


make.a global impact in achieving its 
goals. . 


US Backstops Silicon 
Valley Bank Sale to 
First Citizens 


First Citizens BancShares Inc. agreed 
on March 27, 2023 to buy Silicon Valley 
Bank (SVB) which was seized by 
regulators following a run on the 
lender. The deal includes the 
-Purchase of about $ 72 billion SVB 
assets at a discount of $ 16.5 billion. 


The deal to settle SVB’s fate could 
help tamp down some of the turmoil 
that has engulfed the financial world 
with First Citizens up 44%. 


Egypt Joined BRICS Bank as 
New Member 

e After Egypt President Abdel-Fattah 
El-Sisi visited India on the Republic 
Day, Egypt has become a member of 
the BRICS New Development Bank 


(NDB). 


e Egypt officially joined the NDB on 
February 20, 2023, with a formal 
notification issued on March 22, 2023. 
e The NDB is a multilateral 
development bank jointly founded by 
the BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa) at the 
6th BRICS Summit in Fortaleza 
(Brazil) in 2014. 

¢ Bangladesh, the United Arab 
Emirates, and Uruguay joined the NDB 
in September 2021. Egypt was 
welcomed as a new member of the 
NDB in December 2021. 


US Shut Down Silicon 

Valley Bank 7 
California-based Silicon Valley Bank 
(SVB) was closed on March 9, 2023 by 


the California Department of Financial - 
Protection and Innovation. Silicon ' 
Valley Bank is the 16th largest bank in 
the United States. 

* It is the biggest banking failure since 
the 2008 financial crisis. It is 
considered the biggest financial crisis 
since the collapse of Washington 
Mutual and Lehman Brothers during 
the 2008 recession. The regulator 
appointed the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp. as the receiver. 

It was established in 1983, it was the 
16th largest bank in America. It 
primarily invested in Silicon Valley 
based startups and provided banking 
related services. 

° It provided a range of services to 
venture capital and private equity 
firms, as well as private banking 
services to high net-worth individuals. 
The firm had a deal with half of all 
venture-backed startups in the US in 
2022. 


PNB Signed MoU with Central 
Warehousing Corporation 

e Punjab National Bank (PNB) and 
Central Warehousing Corporation 
(CWC) on March 7, 2023 signed a 
MoU to facilitate financing 
undere-NWR (Electronic Negotiable 
Warehousing Receipt). 

* The main objective of this 
partnership is to provide easy finance 
to farmers, processors and traders 
against the pledge of agricultural 
produce stored in CWC godowns. 

* PNB is an Indian public sector bank ` 
based in New Delhi and it is the third 
largest public sector bank in India. 


SUMMIT/MEETING 
Mining Startup Summit Held 


* Union Minister of Coal and Mines 
Pralhad Joshi inaugurated the first 


Mining Startup Summit in Mumbai on 
May 29, 2023. 


© The summit organized by the 


Ministry of Mines in collaboration with: 
Indian Institute of Technology, 
Bombay. 


s The Summit was mainly focusing on 
innovation and techniques that will 
support and improve the performance, 
safety and help in building autonomy 
in the field of mining and metallurgy, 
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apply for the card. 
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sBI Launched Project Kuber 

+ SBI, Bengaluru Circle, launched 

project Kuber’ on June 5, 2023 to 

meet the banking needs of customers, 

. ‘Project Kuber’ aims to facilitate, and 

cater to various banking requirements 

of customers. 

© The project includes the establishment of 
. four Transaction Banking Hubs 


* one Corporate Salary Package Hub 


* These hubs will focus on increa 
SBI’s market share in liability 
products. 


sing 


Yes Bank Unveiled Refreshed 
Brand Identity 

* Yes Bank unveiled its refreshed 
brand identity on May 30, 2023. 

* As part of its refreshed identity, Yes 
Bank has launched a new logo which 
carries the visual DNA of the bank and 
builds on it. 

* It depicts the bank’s progressive 
spirit while staying true to its core 
values. 

* The familiar blue and red colours 
that have been associated with Yes 
Bank logo have got a makeover as 
Well; the red and blue have an electric 


tone, representing energy and 
innovation. 


Maratha Bank Merged with 
Cosmos Bank 

* The Reserve Bank of India approved 
the merger between Maratha 
Cooperative Bank and Cosmos 
Cooperative Bank. | 

* The merger is a voluntary scheme of 
amalgamation and the merger will be 
effective from May 29, 2023. 

* Maratha Sahakari Bank is subject to 
'gulatory directions by RBI with 
effect from August 31, 2016. 

* The merger has been approved under 
the authority of the Banking 
Regulation Act, 1949, 
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AIIB to 


> to Open First 
Office in Aby Dhabi 5 


a 7) 
The Asian Infrastructure Investment 


Bank (AIIB) signed an agreement to 
set-up its first Overseas office in Abu 
Dhabi Global Market on April 20, 2023. 
* The AIIB js a multilateral 
development bank that prioritises 
financing infrastructure projects 
focused on sustainability, 

* The strate 
the Middle 
make 
goals, 


gic location of the office in 
East will enable AIIB to 
a global impact in achieving its 


US Backstops Silicon 


Valley Bank Sale to 
First Citizens 


First Citizens BancShares Inc. agreed 
on March 27, 2023 to buy Silicon Valley 
Bank (SVB) which was seized by 
regulators following a run on the 
lender. The deal includes the 
Purchase of about $ 72 billion SVB 
assets at a discount of $ 16.5 billion. 
The deal to settle SVB’s fate could 
help tamp down some of the turmoil 


that has engulfed the financial world 
with First Citizens up 44%, 


Egypt Joined BRICS Bank as 
New Member 

* After Egypt President Abdel-Fattah 
El-Sisi visited India on the Republic 
Day, Egypt has become a member of 
the BRICS New Development Bank 
(NDB). 

* Egypt officially joined the NDB on 
February 20, 2023, with a formal 
notification issued on March 22, 2023. 
e The NDB is a multilateral 
development bank jointly founded by 
the BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa) at the 
6th BRICS Summit in Fortaleza 
(Brazil) in 2014. 

¢ Bangladesh, the United Arab 
Emirates, and Uruguay joined the NDB 
i tember 2021. Egypt was 

‘sine one as a new member of the 
NDB in December 2021. 


US Shut Down Silicon 


Valley Bank 
California-based Silicon Valley Bank 
(SVB) was closed on March 9, 2023 by 
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the California Department of Financial 
Protection and Innovation. Silicon 
Valley Bank is the 16th largest bank in 
the United States. 


* Itis the biggest banking failure since 
the 2008 financial crisis. It is 
considered the biggest financial crisis 
since the collapse of Washington 
Mutual and Lehman Brothers during 
the 2008 recession. The regulator 
appointed the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp. as the receiver. 

It was established in 1983, it was the 
16th largest bank in America. It 
primarily invested in Silicon Valley 
based startups and provided banking 
related services. 

° It provided a range of services to 
venture capital and private equity 
firms, as well as private banking 
services to high net-worth individuals. 
The firm had a deal with half of all 


venture-backed startups in the US in 
2022. 


PNB Signed MoU with Central 
Warehousing Corporation 

* Punjab National Bank (PNB) and 
Central Warehousing Corporation 
(CWC) on March 7, 2023 signed a 
MoU to facilitate financing 
undere-NWR (Electronic Negotiable 
Warehousing Receipt). 

* The main objective of this 
partnership is to provide easy finance 
to farmers, processors and traders 
against the pledge of agricultural 
produce stored in CWC godowns. 

* PNB is an Indian public sector bank ` 
based in New Delhi and it is the third 
largest public sector bank in India. 


SUMMIT/MEETING 
Mining Startup Summit Held 


* Union Minister of Coal and Mines 
Pralhad Joshi inaugurated the first 
Mining Startup Summit in Mumbai on 


May 29, 2023. 


* The summit organized by the 
Ministry of Mines in collaboration with - 
Indian Institute of Technology, 

Bombay. 


* The Summit was mainly focusing on 
innovation and techniques that will 
support and improve the performance, 
safety and help in building autonomy 
in the field of mining and metallurgy. 


63 


a ECONOMY & BANKING | 


e More than 120 startups and 20 
major industries will be participatimg 
in the Summit. 


sth Meeting of the NITI Aayog 
Governing Council Held 

e The 8th meeting of the Governing 
Council of NITI Aavog was held at the 
New Convention Center at Pragati 
Maidan (New Delhi) on May 27, 2023, 
* The meeting is focused on the theme 
of “Growth India @ 2047 : Role of 
Team India’. 

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi is 
presiding over the meeting as the 
Chairman of NITI Aayog. 


2nd Trade and Investment 
Working Group Meeting 
in Bengaluru 
* The 2nd Trade and Investment 
Working Group meeting under the 
G20 India Presidency held in 
Bengaluru on May 23, 2023. 
e It was a 3-day meeting and was 
attended by 75 delegates from G20 
countries, invited countries and 
regional/international organisations. 
¢ The objective of the Bengaluru 
meeting was to address issues related 
to international trade and investment 
and seek agreeable solutions. 
+ Union Minister of State for 
Commerce and Industry Som Prakash 
inaugurated the seminar. 


First Ministerial Meeting of 
India-EU Trade and 
Technology Council 

e The first ministerial meeting of the 
India and the European Union (EU) 
Trade and Technology Council (TTC) 
held in Brussels on May 16, 2023. 

+ The meeting was co-chaired by the 
Ministers of External Affairs, 
Commerce and Industry and 
Communications, Electronics and 
Information Technology from the 
Indian side. 

¢ India is only the 2nd country after 
the US with which the EU has a TTC. 
¢ The two sides agreed to launch the 
strategic mechanism during the visit of 
European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen to India in April 
2022. 
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* The TTC aims to deepen trade and 
investment ties between India and the 
BRU, as well as foster greater 
cooperation on technology and 
innovation, 


6th India-Canada Ministerial 
Dialogue on Trade 

and Investment 

* Sixth India-Canada Ministerial 
Dialogue on Trade and Investment 
(MDTI) held on May 9, 2023 in 


Ottawa. 


* Union Minister Piyush Goyal along 
with Mary Ng, Minister of 
International Trade, Small Business 
and Economic Development, 
Government of Canada co-chaired the 
discussions. 

e The Ministers also reviewed the 
India-Canada CEPA (Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement) 
negotiations. 

e Goyal participated in various events 
to promote trade and investment in 
Toronto from May 9 to 10, 2023. 


27th Meeting of the Financial 
Stability and Development - 
Council } 

e Union Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman chaired the 27th Meeting 
of the Financial Stability and 
Development Council (FSDC) on 
May 8, 2023 in New Delhi. 

* During the meeting of the Council, it 
was discussed that necessary policy 
and legislative reform measures can be 
formulated to further develop the 
financial sector. 
¢ This will not only help in increasing 
the financial access of the people but 
also enhance their overall economic 
well-being. 

* FSDC was set-up on the 
recommendation of the Raghu Ram 
Rajan committee on ‘Financial Sector 
Reform’. 


of $ 
2025 


* FSDC was set-up by the governm 
of India in 2010. 


Global Fintech 2023 Held 

e The 2nd edition of FinTech Festiva] 
India (FFI) took place from May 16 to 
18, 2023 at the Jio World Centre in 
Mumbai. ‘sn 
+ Theme of FinTech Festival India is 
‘Democratising Digital Economy’, 

* It aims was to help shape the future 
of finance in the world’s 
second-fastest-growing FinTech 
ecosystem and the larger global 
business environment. 


ent 


56th Annual General Meeting 
of Board of Directors of ADB 
¢ 56th Annual General Meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) held in 
Incheon, South Korea on May 2 to 5, 
2023. 
e Union Minister for Finance and 
Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman 
led the delegation from the Indian 
side. 
¢ The meeting was attended by official 
delegations of ADB members, 
observers, non-governmental and civil 
society organisations, banks, and other 
private Sector companies. 
e ADB is a regional multilateral 
financial institution which focuses on 


the countries of Asia and Pacific 
region. 


India-Russia Business 
Dialogue 2023 Organised 
* External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar and Russi À 

i an Depu 
Denis Manturoy attended a a 
inaugural Session of ‘India-Russia 
Business Dialogue’ 2023 in New Delhi 
on April 17, 2023. a 
e The Participants į 

r in t 

forum discussed issu g 
enhancing Russian- i 
cooperation, includi 


Inter-Gove l i 

(IGC). mental CommissionA d? 
. The External tan 
Jaishankar said 
have crossed 
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ternational Conference on 
Defence Finance and 
Economics Held 

„fense Minister Rajnath Singh 
i A urated the three-day 
ational Conference on Defense 
Face and Economics in New Delhi 
Fin 
añ April 12, 2023. 

The conference is organised by the 
Ministry of Defence. Delegates from 
KK UK. Japan, Australia, Sri Lanka, 
pangladesh and Kenya are participating 
in the conference. 

e Participating in global discussions on 
defense finance and economics and 
proposing 4 sustainable roadmap on 
the subject. 


First Trade and Investment 
Working Group Meeting Held 
e The first Trade and Investment 
Working Group (TIWG) meeting under 
India’s G20 Presidency held in 

Mumbai from March 28-30, 2023. 

e During this Meeting, invited 
countries, regional groupings and 
international organisations engaged in 
deliberations to accelerate global trade 
and investments. 


First Meeting of Supreme 
Audit Institution Held 


* The Ist Supreme Audit Institution 


- 20 (SAI20) Senior Officers’ Meeting 


(SOM) concluded on March 15, 2023 
in Guwahati (Assam). - 


* The themes of this meeting are ‘Blue 
Economy’ and ‘Responsible Artificial 
Intelligence’. : 

* SAI20 aims to bring together an 
ecosystem wherein SAIs are active 
Participants in governance, promoting 
transparency and accountability. 

* Countries like Australia, Brazil, 
Egypt, Indonesia, Oman, Republic of 
Korea, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Turkey 
and UAE participated individually. 


Sth ASEAN-India Business 
ummit Held 

* The $th Asean-India Business 

lies was held at the Berjaya Times 
quare Hotel in Kuala Lumpur 

Malaysia) on March 6, 2023. 


& € Minister of State for Electronics 
Information Technology addresses 
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the 5th ASRAN-India Business 
summit. 


* It was organised with assistance from the 
Indian government, through 
* External Affairs Ministry’s Economic 
Diplomacy Division 
* Malaysian Government’s 
International Trade and Industry 
Ministry 
* The 5th ASEAN-India Business 
Summit was held under the theme 
“Strengthening and Moving Forward 
ASEAN - India Economic Relations for 
the strategic business partnership”. 


Asia Economic Dialogue 
2023 


External Affairs Ministry's annual . 
flagship event on Geoeconomics, Asia 
Economic Dialogue was held in Pune 
(Maharashtra). 

It was hosted in association with the 
Pune International Center from 
February 23 to 25, 2023. 

The dialogue discussed topics such as 
Global Growth Prospects, How the 
Global South Will Shape the G20 
Agenda and the Metaverse. 

More than 44 speakers from different 
countries including Brazil, USA, UK, 
South Africa, Bhutan, Maldives, 
Switzerland, Singapore and Mexico - 
etc. participated in this dialogue. 


12U2 Business Forum Held i 
Abu Dhabi . 


e The first conference of I2U2 Business 
Forum, a joint initiative of India, 
Israel, the US and the United Arab 
Emirates, was held on February 22, 
2023 in Abu Dhabi. 

¢ This is the first such event after its 
official launch at the I2U2 Leaders’ 
Summit in July 2022. 

e 12U2 aims to encourage joint 
investments in six mutually identified 
sectors — water, energy, transport, 
space, health and food security. 


Economic Times Global 
Business Summit Held 

e The 7th edition Economic Times 
Global Business Summit 2023 was 
held in New Delhi on Feb. 17, 2023. 

e The theme of the two-day Summit is 
‘Resilience, Influence and Dominance’. 
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* The summit brought together 
thought leaders, policy makers, 
academicians and corporate leaders 
on a common platform seeking to 
provide solutions to key economic 
challenges. 


* The Global Business Summit is 
hosted by The Times Group every year. 


G20 Digital Economy Working 
Group Meeting of Held | 

¢ As part of India’s G20 chairmanship, 
MeitY organised the first Digital i 
Economy Working Group meeting in 
Lucknow from February 13 to 15, 
2023. 

* The three-day meeting showcased 
India’s digital transformation journey. 
¢ It brought together G20 members, 
key knowledge partners, and guest 
countries to discuss digital public 
infrastructure, cyber security, and 
digital skilling. 

e The Digital Economy Working Group 
was first introduced at the G20 in 
2017. 


CORPORATE SECTOR 


Blackstone Acquired 
International Gemological 
Institute , 

* Private equity company Blackstone 
announced that it has fully acquired 
the jewellery certification firm 
International Gemological Institute 
(IGI) from China’s Fosun on May 22, 
2023. 

* Blackstone bought IGI, whose 
majority revenue and profits come 
from India (for about $ 530 million). 


œ Blackstone had purchased an 80% 


stake from Fosun and 20% from the 
Lorie family. 


* Founded nearly 50 years ago by the 
late Marcel Lorie, IGI has 29 
laboratories and 18 schools of 
gemology in 10 countries. The Majority 
of the laboratories are in India. 


Tata Group is India’s Most 
Valuable Brand i 
* The Tata Group retained its position 


as the most valued brand in India on 
June 6, 2023. , 


° This new ranking released by Brand 
Finance. 
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* Tata Group became the only Indian 
brand with a valuation of over $ 25 
billion. 


* Infosys retained the second spot in 
the rankings with a brand value of 
$ 13 billion. 


* It was followed by the Life Insurance - 


Corporation of India (LIC) with a value 
of $ 9.7 billion. 


ITC became India’s 6th 
Valuable Company 

* The ITC Limited has surpassed IT 
major Infosys to become the country’s 
sixth most valuable company on the 
stock exchanges on April 28, 2023. 

* ITC is one of India’s largest FMCG 
conglomerates. 

* With a market capitalisation of 

Z? 5.11 lakh crore, ITC overtook Infosys 
after overtaking HDFC Ltd. 

* This achievement comes after ITC's 
share price rose 59% over the past year 
and 24% so far in 2023, making it the 


best performer in the benchmark 
Nifty50. | 


Nokia Changed its Logo 

* Nokia updated their logo on 
February 26, 2023 to mark the 
beginning of a new era. 

* Nokia will no longer use the colour 
blue and will instead use whatever is 
more fitting given the circumstances, 
therefore.no particular colour scheme 
is allocated. 


* The word ‘NOKIA’ is now rendered 
in a variety of colours and five 
different shapes. 

* Nokia is now a ‘enterprise 
technology company’, according to 
Lundmark, rather than just a maker of 
smartphones. . 


Philips Renamed as ‘Versuni’ 
e Philips Domestic Appliances has 
been renamed as Versuni on 
February 17, 2023. | 

¢ This comes after Royal Philips sold 
its domestic appliance business to 
Hillhouse Capital in Sept. 2021. 

e As a licensee of Royal Philips, the 
company will continue to use the 
Philips consumer brand, as well as 
Saeco, Gaggia and Philips Walita, on 
its products and services. 
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© Versuni, which is headquartered in 
the Netherlands, is active in more than 
100 countries, and has a global 
innovation, manufacturing, and 
commercial footprint. 


Adani Group Acquired Israeli 


Port of Haifa 
+ The Adani Group acquired the 
strategic Israeli port of Haifa for $ 1.2 ° 
billion on January 31, 2023 and vowed 
to transform the skyline of this 
Mediterranean city. 


y 


e The group announced the acquisition 
of Haifa Port with a local partner, 
Gadot, for $ 1.15 billion will be 
complete by July 2023. 

e Prime Minister Netanyahu described 
the Haifa port deal with the Adani 
Group as an ‘enormous milestone’. 

e Adani informed that the group has 
struck many critical partnerships in 
Israel that include Elbit Systems, Israel 


_ Weapon Systems, and Israel 


Innovation Authority. 


Tata Motors to Complete 
Acquisition of Ford India’s 
Manufacturing Plant 

e Tata Motors to complete the 


acquisition of Ford India’s 


manufacturing plant at Sanand ? 
through its subsidiary on January 10, 
2023. : 


* The company has announced that its 
arm Tata Passenger Electric Mobility 
Ltd (TPEML) would acquire Ford India 
Pvt Ltd (FIPL) Sanand Plant in Gujarat 
for % 725.7 crore. 


¢ The acquisition included the entire 
land and buildings, the vehicle 
manufacturing plant along with 
machinery and equipment. 

* The transfer of all eligible employees 
of FIPL’s vehicle manufacturing 
operations at Sanand. 
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RBI ACTIVITIES 


RBI Monetary Policy 
Announcement 
e RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das 
announced the 2nd monetary Policy 
this financial year on June g8, 2023 of 
e There has been no change in the 
repo rate for the 2nd time in a row. 
e According to RBI, the repo rate 
would remain unchanged at 6.5% 
e Monetary Policy Committee's Decision 
e Policy repo rate remains unchangeg 
at 6.5%. 
¢ Standing Deposit Facility (Spr rat 
remains at 6.25%. 
* Marginal Standing Facility and bank 
rates stand at 6.75%. — 


€) 


4 Important Initiatives for 
Urban Co-operative Banks 
Announced 
e RBI has introduced 4 crucial 
measures to bolster the strength of 
1,514 Urban Co-operative Banks 
(UCBs) in India on June 7, 2023. 
* UCBs now have the Opportunity to 
expand their reach by opening new 
branches without prior approval from 
the RBI. 
* UCBs can also do One Time 
Settlement at Par with Commercial 
Banks. 
° Revised timelines for PSL targets 
8iven to UCBs and also Designating a 


Nodal Officer in RBI is also included in 
4 initiative. 


RBI Governor Launched 
Financial Inclusio 


e . . 
assess and mons, < SS$sary insights 
financial incl 
relevant para 


against set parameters 
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RBI Annual Report 2022-23 
released 
The RBI report said on May 30, 2023, 
there was â 55% decline in the amount 
volved in the total frauds reported 
uring 2021-22 over 2020-21. 
» Number of frauds in banking sector 
rose in Financial Year 2023. 
. The number of frauds in the banking 
sector went up to 13530 in 2022-23 
ear-on-year, but the amount involved 
nearly halved at % 30252 crore. 
e Frauds occurred predominantly in 
the category of digital payments 
card/internet), in terms of number, 
said Reserve Bank’s Annual Report 


2022-23. 


RBI Launched 100 Days 
Campaign to 

Settle Unclaimed Deposits 

e RBI has announced the launch of a 
special 100-day campaign to trace and 
settle unclaimed deposits in every 
district of the country. 

e Under the campaign, which will 
begin on June 1, 2023, banks will trace 
and settle their top 100 unclaimed 
deposits in each district. 

* The move is aimed at reducing the 
quantum of unclaimed deposits in 

the banking system and returning 
such deposits to their rightful 


* Owners. 


*¢. About = 35000 crore in unclaimed 
deposits were transferred to the RBI by 
public sector banks in respect of , 
deposits, which have not been 

operated for 10 years or more. 


4th Edition of G20 Tech Sprint 


Competition Launched 
* RBI and the Bank for International 


_ Settlements (BIS) launched the G20 


TechSprint 2023 competition for 
Cross-border payments innovation on 
May 5, 2023. 


_* The competition focuses on three 


Problem statements : AML/CFT, 
Sanctions technology and CBDC 
platform. 
* Techsprint fosters collaboration 
tween financial institutions, 
technology providers and stakeholders 
to develop innovative solutions for 
Cross-border payments. 
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RBI Issued Framework for 
Acceptance of Green Deposits 
* The RBI has announced the 
framework for the acceptance of green 
deposits of Regulated Entities (RE). 

* The framework will come into effect 
from June 1, 2023. 


* The green deposits will be 
denominated in Indian rupees only. 


* These instructions are applicable for 
all scheduled commercial banks, 
including small finance banks, and on 
all deposit-taking NBFCs registered 
with the RBI. 


RBI Launched x 
Centralised Portal 
‘PRAVAAH’ 


The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

introduced a new secured web-based 
portal called ‘PRAVAAH'’ (Platform for 
Regulatory Application, Validation 
and Authorisation) on April 6, 2023. 
It aimed at simplifying and 
streamlining the application 
processes. The portal will display the 
timeframes for deciding on ' 
applications and approvals, leading to — 
greater effectiveness in regulatory 
processes. 
The portal will be making it easier for 
regulated entities to do business with 
RBI.. : 


RBI Announced Withdrawal of 


~ 2000 Banknotes 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
taken a significant step by 
withdrawing the % 2000 banknotes 
from circulation on May 23, 2023. 

¢ The RBI has decided to withdraw 
z 2000 notes as it has fulfilled the 


currency requirement objective and the. 


availability of alternative 
denominations. 

e The introduction of % 2000 
banknotes in November 2016 was a 
response to the withdrawal of legal 
tender status for 7 500 and 7 1000 
banknotes. 

e This measure aimed to fulfill the 
urgent currency requirements at the 
time. 

e However, the printing of % 2000 


} banknotes was halted in 2018-19 as 


their purpose had been served. 


+ Furthermore, the RBI noted that the 
usage of % 2000 banknotes for 
transactions was not common. 


RBI ‘Har Payment Digital’ 
Initiative Launched 

* The RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das, 
on March 6, 2023, unveiled the ‘Har 
Payment Digital’ mission, on the 
occasion of the Digital Payments 
Awareness Week (DPAW) 2023. 

e This initiative reflects the RBI's goal 
of enabling every individual in India to 
embrace digital payments. 

* It is centred around the theme, 
‘Digital Payment Apnao, Auron ko bhi 
Sikhao’ or adopt digital payments and 
teach others to do the same. 

e Digital payments offer a range of 
benefits, including speed, convenience, 
safety, and security. 


RBI Imposed 3.06 Crore 
Penalty on Amazon Pay 

+ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
imposed a penalty of = 3.06 crore on 
Amazon Pay (India) Private Limited on 
March 4, 2023. 

¢ The RBI has imposed penalty for 
non-compliance of certain directions 
related to Prepaid Payment Instruments ' 
and Know Your Customer. 

e It was found that Amazon Pay 
(India) was not complying with the 
directions issued by RBI on KYC 
requirements. 
e Amazon Pay (India) Pvt Ltd is the 
online payments service owned by 
US-based Amazon. | 


RBI Imposed Restrictions on 
Five Cooperative Banks 

¢ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on 
February 24, 2023 imposed restrictions 
on five cooperative banks due to their 
deteriorating financial condition. 


¢ The restrictions imposed on these 
co-operative banks will remain in 
effect for six months. 


* Eligible depositors of all five 
co-operative banks will receive deposit 
insurance claim amount of up to % 5 
lakh from the Deposit Insurance and 
Credit Guarantee Corporation. 


_ © Five cooperative banks on which 


restrictions have been imposed are 
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e KCBL Co-operative Bank 

e Adarsh Mahila Nagari Sahakari Bank 

Maryadit 

* Shimsha Sahakara Bank Niyamitha 
* Customers from following banks can 
witharaw up to % 5000 

* Uravakonda Co-operative Town 

Bank i 

* Shankarrao Mohite Patil Sahakari 

Bank . 


RBI Increased the Repo Rate 
* The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
increased the policy repo rate by 0.25% 
in the bi-monthly monetary policy 
review with the aim of bringing 
inflation under control on Feb. 8, 2023. 
* Since May 2022, RBI has increased 
the repo rate by 2.50%, 
* This is being done to control the 
increasing inflation in the country. 
* GDP growth forecast for the current 
financial year 2022-23 has been 
increased by RBI from 6.8% to 7%. 
* At the same time, in the next 
financial year 2023-24, the growth rate 
in Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has 
been estimated to be 6.4%. 
* Following are the revised rates in the RBI 
Monetary Policy 2023 
e Repo Rate : 6.50% . 
* Standing Deposit Facility (SDF) : 
6.25%" > °: 
e Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) : 
6.75% 


RBI Announced Pilot for QR 
cocdie-based Coin Vending 
Machine 


* Governor of the RBI Shaktikanta Das 
announced on February 8, 2023 that a 
pilot programme to introduce coin 
vending machines that use QR codes 
will begin shortly. 

* The Central Bank Governor 
announced that the RBI will introduce 
a coin vending machine that uses a QR 
code to improve accessibility to coins, 

e The pilot project is planned to be 
initially rolled out at 19 locations in 12 
cities across the country. 

* These vending machines are 
intended to be installed at public 
places such as railway stations, 
shopping malls, marketplaces to 
enhance ease and accessibility. 
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RBI Tweaked Norms Related 
to Share Acquisition in Banks 
e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
issued Directions on “Acquisition and 
Holding of Shares or Voting Rights in 
Banking Companies” on January 17, 
2023. 


* The RBI allowing p. »moters to hold 
26% of the paid-up share capital or 
voling rights of a bank after the 
completion of 15 years from 
commencement of its business. 


* To acquisition and holding of shares 
in banks to ensure that their ultimate 
ownership and control remain well 
diversified and the major shareholders 
are ‘fit and proper’, . 

* The central bank has issued “Master 
Direction — Reserve Bank of India 
(Acquisition and Holding of Shares or 
Voting Rights in Banking Companies) 
Directions, 2023”. : 7 

* The directions are applicable to all 
banking companies, including Local 
Area Banks (LABs), Small Finance 
Banks (SFBs) and Payments Banks: 
(PBs) operating in India. 


RBI Retained SBI, HDFC Bank 
and ICICI Bank in its 

D-SIBs List 

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
retained SBI, ICICI bank and HDFC 
bank in the list of Domestically 
Systemically Important Banks 


i Ta HDFC BANK jim 


* The list was released by the RBI on | 
January 2, 2023. . 


* The concept of the D-SIB goes back 
to the failure of big financial 
institutions in 2008 which led to a 
global financial crisis. 

* D-SIBs are those interconnected 
entities, whose failure can impact the 
whole of ‘the financial system and 
create instability. 


pu O ~ 
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RBI’s Revised Bank Locke, 
Rules ' 
e The Reserve Bank of India’s (RB) 
revised bank locker rules wil] come y 
effect from January 1, 2023, 0 
+ The revised bank locker rules Were 

released by the RBI on August 202) 


+ All the existing locker depositors a, 
required to provide proof of eligibility 
to access renewed locker 
arrangements. 

* As per the Reserve Bank of India 
notification, the agreements should 
follow the model prepared by the | 
Indian Banks’ Association (IBA). 

* RBI has advised banks to instal] 
CCTV cameras at entry and exit points 
of strong rooms and common areas of 
operations. 

¢ It will be mandatory for all banks to 
keep the recording of cameras safe for 
at least one hundred and eighty days, 
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Forbes’ Global 2000 List 
Released 

* JPMorgan has secured the top spot 
on the Global 2000 list, released on 
June 13, 2023. 


e It is America’s largest bank with - 
$ 3.7 trillion in assets. 

e Saudi Arabia’s oil giant, Aramco, 
holds the second Position on the list. 
* Reliance Industries Ltd climbed 8 


Spots to the 45th rank, the highest for 
an Indian company. 


ndian companies made 
it to the Global 2000 list. N 


of India (77 
(128), ICICI B 
(387). ank:{d63 


India To dD 
Payments Rank 
* India has emerge 

as the global lea 
for the year 20 
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. India recorded a staggering 89.5 
million digital transactions during the 
review period. 

. This accounted for a remarkable 46% 
share of the world’s real-time 

payments in 2022. 

. Brazil secured the second position in 
digital payments with 29.2 million 
transactions. 

e Brazil followed by China at third 


place with 17.6 million transactions. 


Top 10 World’s Most 
Expensive Cities for Expats 
in 2023 

e The New York city replaced Hong 
Kong as the world’s most expensive 
city to live in as an expat. on June 6, 
2023. New York switched places with 
Hong Kong in this year’s ranking, 
which stood at the second spot. 

* They were followed by Geneva 
(Switzerland), London, Singapore, 
Zurich (Switzerland), San Francisco » 
(USA) and Tel Aviv (Israel). 

* In other Asian city, Tokyo (Japan) 
and Seoul (South Korea) also featured 
in the top 10 list. 


Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia Class 
of 2023 TFE 

* More than 75 Indians feature on the 
eighth annual Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia 
list which was announced early on 
May 24, 2023. 

* The list includes 300 young 
entrepreneurs, trailblazers, disruptors, 


_ innovators, and young leaders across 
_ the Asia Pacific region, all under the 


age of 30. 


-* Among the Indian winners, 16 were 


featured on Forbes India’s 30 Under 30 


2023 list released in January, 2023. 


* The Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia Class of 
2023 features 30 notable honorees 
Selected for each of the 10 categories. 


Everest Annual ITS Rankings 
Unyeiled { 

Ke O! Al IT research firm Everest 
Group has released its annual PEAK 
Matrix Service Provider of the Year 
Awards on May 7, 2023. : 

* For the seventh year in a row, 
Accenture has secured the number one 
Spot in the rankings. ` 
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* TCS climbed up to the second 
position, improving from its third 
position last year. Capgemini moved up 
three spots to take the third position. 

* Wipro rose to the fourth position 
from its seventh position last year. 

* Capgemini and Wipro each rose 
three positions in the rankings over 
last year. HCL Tech slipped to the fifth 


position, from its fourth position in the 


previous year. 


World’s Highest-Paid 
Athlete in Forbes 
List Unveiled 


Latest Forbes’ highest-paid athletes 
list in 2023 unveiled on May 3, 2023. 


According to the list, Portuguese 
football star Cristiano Ronaldo is the 
world’s highest-paid athlete, with 
earnings of $ 136 million. 


The report states that world’s 10 
highest-paid athletes collectively 
made $ 1.11 billion before taxes and 
agents’ fees over the last 12 months, 
the highest total ever. _ 

With an earnings of $ 130 million, 
Argentine professional footballer 
Lionel Messi is second highest paid 
athlete. 


World Economic Forum’s | 
Future of Jobs Report 2023 

e A new study by the World Economic 
Forum (WEF) suggests that the Indian 
job market is expected to witness a 
22% churn over the next five years on 
May 1, 2023. . 

e Globally, the job market churn is 
estimated at 23%, with 69 million new 
jobs expected to be created and 

83 million eliminated by 2027. 

e The report found that in India, 61% 
of companies think broader | 
applications of ESG (Environment, 
Social and Governance) standards will 
drive job growth. 

e It is followed by increased adoption 
of new technologies (59%) and 
broadening digital access (55%). 


ADB Annual Report 2022 


Revealed 
e ADB Annual Report 2022 revealed 
on May 1, 2023 that Pakistan received 


- loans of $ 5.58 billion, making it the 
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largest recipient of ADB-funded 
programmes/projects in the year 2022. 
* Out of the total lending, Pakistan 
received concessional funding of $ 2.67 
billion from the bank, highlighting the 
dire economic situation in the country. 
e This significant lending reflects the 
severity of the economic crisis in 
Pakistan, which has been compounded 
by political and geopolitical 
uncertainties. 


WEF’s ‘Chief Economists 
Outlook’ Report Released 

e The ‘Chief Economists Outlook’ 
report was released by the World 
Economic Forum on April 30, 2023. 
* Report aims is to provide a brief 
overview of the current economic 
situation. 


- e Report highlight key areas where 


policymakers and business leaders 
should focus their efforts in response 
to the shocks caused by geo-economic 
and geopolitical events. : 

* According to the survey, India, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, Mexico, 
Turkey and Poland are among the 
countries that are likely to see 
significant benefits. 

e The survey also found that regions 
such as South Asia, East Asia and 
Pacific, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and the US are most likely 
to benefit from these changes. 


World Development Report . 
2023 Released 

* The World Bank published the 
“World Development Report 2023 : 
Migrants, Refugees & Societies” on 
April 27, 2023. 

¢ The report estimated a 120% income 
gain for Indians who migrate to 
another country for work, compared to 
a 40% rise in the case of internal 
migration. | 


Highlights — 

e About 2.3% of the world’s 
population-184 million people, 
including 37 million refugees-live 


_ outside their country of nationality. 


* It found that low-skilled Indians 
who migrated to the United States 
tended to see a significant gain in their 
income of around 500%. | ) l 


69 


es 
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* The gains for highly-skilled workers 
such as engineers or doctors are much 
higher, however, low-skilled workers 
are also finding themselves having a 
multi-fold jump in their income. 

e It categorised the migrants into four 
types — Refugees with skills in 
demand, economic migrants with 
skills that match with demand, 
distressed migrants and 

e India-US, India-Bangladesh and 
India-Gulf Cooperation Council have 
been considered among the top 
migrant corridors. 


Top 10 Wealthiest Cities in the 
World in 2023 


e The top 10 wealthiest cities in the 
world are listed by global wealth 
tracker Henley.and Partners on 

April 18, 2023. 

« Bengaluru has emerged as one of the 
world’s wealthiest cities with the 
greatest growth rates, despite the fact 
that no Indian city could make the top 
10 list. | 

e Two nations-China and the United 
States-have the most cities on the list. 
¢ The richest city in the world is New 
York City, which leads the list. 

e There are 724 centimillionaires, 58 
billionaires, and 3.4 lakh millionaires 


living there. 

e New York followed by Tokyo | 
(Japan), The Bay Area (California), 
London (UK), Singapore Los Angeles 
(California), Hong Kong, Beijing 
(China), Shanghai (China) and Sydney 


(Australia). 


Time Magazine’s ‘100 Most 
Influential People’ List 

e Shah Rukh Khan and ‘RRR’ director 
SS Rajamouli are included on April 14, 
2023 in Time Magazine’s annual 100 
Most Influential People of 2023. 

e They becoming the only two Indians 
on the list. 

e Both SRK and Rajamouli’s last big 


screen ventures, Pathaan and RRR, 


earned over 7 1000 crore worldwide. 


MRF is ‘Second Strongest Tyre Shaktikanta Das, announced the 


Brand in the World’ 

e Report of Brand Finance on the 
Most Valuable and Strongest Tyre 
Brands’ in the world released on 
April 15, 2023. 


d 
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e MRF Limited has emerged as the 
2nd-strongest tyre brand in the world. 


e MRF has scored high in almost all 
parameters and is also recognised as 
the second fastest growing tire brand 
in the world. 

¢ MRF scored high in the 
Sustainability Perception Value and is 
the only Indian tire manufacturer to 
feature in the top 10. 


India’s Wealthiest CM 


Report Released 

e According to ADR report on April 13, 
2023, Andhra Pradesh CM YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy is the richest CM in the 
country with assets of = 510 crore. 

e Association or Democratic Reforms 
(ADR) is a watch group which works 
for political and electoral reforms. 

» Out of the 30 CMs analysed, 29 
(97%) are crorepatis with the average 
assets being 7 33.96 crore for every 


CM. 
Andhra Pradesh’s CM followed by 


Arunachal Pradesh’s Pema Khandu 
(over Z 163 crore), and Odisha’s 
Naveen Patnaik (over 7 63 crore). 

e The 3 CMs with the lowest declared 
assets are — West Bengal’s Mamata 


ee (over 7 15 lakh), Kerala’s 


Banerj 
z 1.2 crore), and 


Pinarayi Vijayan (over 
Haryana’s Manohar Lal (over @ 1.3 


crore). 

* Both Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar and Delhi's Arvind Kejriwal 
own assets worth over 7 3 crore. 


status quo on policy rates on April 6 
2023. 
* Reserve Bank of India announced it 
bi-monthly monetary policy and kept 
the repo rate unchanged at 6.50% 

* In the MPC meeting held in 
February, the repo rate was increased 
by 0.25% to 6.50%. 

e At that time, RBI had said that the 
key policy rate had been increased by 
0.25% to keep retail inflation under 
control and maintain a high growth 


rate. 

* The Standing Deposit Facility (SDF) 
rate will remain unchanged at 6.25% 
and the Marginal Standing Facility 
(MSF) rate and the Bank Rate at 


6.75%. 


WTO’s Global Trade Outlook 


and Statistics 

* The world Trade Organisation (WTO) 
has released Global Trade Outlook and 
Statistics report on April 5, 2023. 

e According to report, the value of 
world merchandise trade rose 12% to 
$ 25.3 trillion in 2022, inflated in part 
by high global commodity prices. 

e The value of world commercial 
services trade increased 15% in 2022 to 
$ 6.8 trillion. Digitally delivered 
services exports were worth $ 3.82 
trillion in the same year. 

e World merchandise trade will grow 
slower (1.7% in 2023) before picking 
up to 3.2% in 2024. 


Forbes Billionaire 2023 List 
Published 


g Mukesh Ambani was named the 
richest sports owner in the Forbes 
Billionaires 2023 list published on 
April 5, 2023. 


° According to the list, he has a net 
worth of $ 83.4 billion, surpassing Los 
Angeles Clippers owner Steve Ballmer 
ee has a net worth of $ 80.7 billion 
* He surpassing Los şs Cli $ 
owner Steve eraa a ce 
worth of $ 80.7 billion. — 


* Steve Ballmer is ; 
is - 
Microsoft. the former CEO of 


e The esteemed list by Time magazine . : 
includes the likes of US President Joe Monetary Policy Committee Rene 
Biden, King Charles, billionaire CEO Report publishes mopio Walton's the Walmart fortune, Rob àn 
k, Bella Hadid, and Beyonce, < The six-member Monete y ees net worth has been esti y 
plon awe Committee, headed by RBI Governor at $ 57.6 billion. seh estimate a M 


among others. 
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£100 Most Influential 
Companies 2023 
| The TIME100 Most Influential 
companies for 2022 have been split 
ato five categories: Pioneers, Titans, 
Leaders, Innovators, and Disruptors on 
April 4, 2023. | 
. TIME will recognise 100 companies 
from around the world across a variety 
of sectors, including health care, 
entertainment, technology, 
transportation, retail, energy and more. 
, And for the first ume this year, 
companies that apply now will also be 
considered for additional lists TIME will 
ublish in 2023, centered on 
sustainability, innovation, and startups. 


World’s Top 10 Billionaires 
List Released 
« According to the released Hurun 
Global Rich List on March 23, 2023, 
Mukesh Ambani, the Chairman of 
Reliance Industries and the richest 
man in Asia. 
* He is the only Indian to be ranked 
among the top 10 billionaires. 
* Despite experiencing a 20% decline 
in his wealth, Ambani still managed to 
secure the ninth position globally, with 
anet worth of $ 82 billion. 
` e The Hurun Global Rich List for 2023 
ranked a total of 3112 billionaires from 
69 countries and 2356 companies, 
which is a decrease from last year’s 
3384 billionaires. 

Top 10 Billionaires in the World 


Rank Billionaires | S on) 
1 Elon Musk 205 
2 Jiff Bezos | IgE 
3 Bernard Arnault 7 
4 Bill Gates ea 
5 Warren Buffett ii 
6 Sergey Brin ve 
7? Larry Page ae 
® — Steve Ballmer 107 

“8 Mukesh Ambani 103 


_10 Bertrand Puech & Family 102 
India Ranked Third in Terms 
of Self-Made Billionaires 

* According to the 2023 M3M Hurun 
Global Rich List published on 

March 22, 2023, India is ranked third 
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in terms of 

sa terms of the number ot billionaires. 
OW ever, China has almost tive times 

more billionaires than India. 

: Ea , 

' ch list shows that India has 105 

se it-made billionaires, ranking third in 

this category. 

e The combined wealth of these 

billionaires is $ 381 billion, according 

to the Hurun list. 


Top 6 Countries in Term of 
Self-Made Billionaires 


Rank Country ‘ee l Eoi 

Billionaires ($ Bn) 

1 China 891 3,014 

2 USA 496 3,093 

3 India 105 381 

4 UK 99 368 

5 Russia 70 374 

6 _ Switzerland 41 167 


India’s Most Valued Celebrity 
of 2022 

* Actor Ranveer Singh has emerged as 
India’s most valued celebrity of 2022, 
according to a new celebrity brand 
valuation report on March 21, 2023. 

* With a brand value of $ 181.7 
million, Singh has surpassed star 
cricketer Virat Kohli who occupied the 
top spot for five years. 

¢ Kohli fell to second spot with a 
brand value of $ 176.9 million. 

« Actor Akshay Kumar remained in 
third position with a brand value of 

$ 153.6 million. 

ə With a valuation of $ 102.9 million, 
actress Alia Bhatt also retained the 
fourth spot and the title of the most 
valued female celebrity. 

e Deepika Padukone’s brand valuation 
of $ 82.9 million earned her the fifth 
spot. 

e Amitabh Bachchan, Hritik Roshan 
and Shah Rukh Khan were other big 
names from the film industry that 
made it to the top 10 list of most 
valued celebrities. 


‘Women and Men in India 
2022’ Launched 


e The Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) for the MoSPI, Rao Inderjit 
Singh, launched the 24th edition ol 
‘Women and Men in India 2022) on 
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March 19, 2023. The sex ratio at birth 
went up by three points to 907 in 
2018-20 from 904 in 2017-19., 

> India’s sex ratio (females per 1000 
males) is expected to improve to 952 
by 2036, up significantly from 943 in 
2011 

> The population growth, already on a 
downward trend from 2.2% in 1971 to 
1.1% in 2021, is projected to tall 
further to 0.58% in 2036 

© The age-specific fertility rate tor the 
20-24 year and 25-29 years age group 
between 2016 and 2020 reduced trom 
135.4 and 166.0 to 113.6 and 139.0, 
respectively 


Knight Frank Wealth Report 
2023 Released 

e Knight Prank released its Wealth 
Report 2023 on March 12, 2023 

* Knight Frank is a global real estate 
consultancy. It provides insights into 
the trends and performance of the 
prime residential property market 
across the world. 

. Among Indian respondents. the 
consultant announced 88% saw a rise 
in UHNWIHs (ultra-high-net-worth 
individuals) wealth in 2022 

e The United Kingdom (UR) was the 
first preference with 47% ot 
respondents showing attinity 

towards it, 

* The second spot was taken by the 
UAE (41%), followed by USA (29%) 
and Canada (18%). 


5th Highest Number of 
Female Billionaires in India 

© India is home to the titth-highest 
number of female billionaires in the 
world on Mareh 7, 2023 

* India has nine female billionaires 
with Savitri Jindal being the richest 
woman in ltndia with a net worth ot 
$ 17.3 bilion 

e According to City lndex, which went 
through Forbes’ real-time billionaire 
tracker to find the country that is 
home to the most female billionaires 
the US is at the top of the list 


Countries with Most Female 
Billionaires 
* USA: 92 female billionaires 


© China: 40 temale billionaires 


* According to index, most countries 
have implemented laws to ensure 
gender equality, there is still a 
significant gap between men and 
women in terms of legal rights and 
provisions. 

* The report revealed that the global 
pace of reforms towards gender 
equality has fallen to a 20-year low. 
e The Women, Business and the Law 
Index rates laws and regulations 
related to women in 190 countries. 


e India scored 74.4 out of'a total 
possible 100. Unfortunately, India’s 
score was less than that of other 
countries such as Ghana, Zimbabwe, 
Nepal, and Congo. 


OECD’s Services Trade 
Restrictiveness Index 

e India stood at 47th position in 
Services Trade Restrictiveness Index 
(STRI) conducted by the OECD for the 
year 2022 on February 17, 2023. 

e Last year, India was in the 46th 
position. 

: Japan was ranked topmost. It was 
foilowed by UK, Netherlands, Czech, 
and Chile in second, third, fourth, and 
fifth places, respectively. 

* The countries in the bottommost 
spots were Indonesia (at the 50th 
spot), Thailand (49), Russi 

R Ah ssia (48), and 
e The index includes sectors like air 
transport, road freight cover 
government regulations, etc. 
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India’s GDP Estimated to be 
5.8% : UN Report 

e The United Nations has projected 
India’s GDP to be 5.8% in FY 2023 in 
the report ‘Global Economic Situation 
and Prospects-2023’ on January 27, 


2023. This is slightly lower than the 


6.4% projected in 2022. 
e UN has projected India’s economic 


_ growth to remain ‘strong’ while the 


outlook for other South Asian countries 
is ‘more challenging’. 

¢ The UN report states that global 
output growth is projected to decline 
from an estimated 3% in 2022 to 1.9% 
in 2023, the lowest in recent decades. 


* The report forecasts global trade to 
grow at 0.4% and the world economy at 
1.9% in 2023. 


Hindenburg Report Released 
* The Hindenburg report has named 
Gautam Adani along with his family 
members in what it has called the 
biggest fraud in corporate history on 
January 26, 2023. 

* The report triggered-off strongly 
worded responses from the Adani 
Group, where it called 

Hindenburg’s findings stale and its 
claims malicious. 

* After his meteoric rise to the position 
of the world’s 3rd wealthiest man, 
Gautam Adani has been dragged down 
to the 7th position on Forbes’ rich list 
by Hindenburg’s damning report. 


en 


e Tne bottom nall Of tie population 
in India together share just 3% of 


wealth. 

e The total number of billionaires in 
India increased from 102 in 2020 to 
166 in 2022. 

ə Oxfam International is a 
confederation of 21 independent 
charitable organisations working 
together with partners and local 
communities in more than 

90 countries. 


Global Risks Report 2023 
Released 


* The World Economic Forum ( WEF) 
has released the 18th Edition of 
Global Risks Report 2023 on 
January 12, 2023. J 


* Report h - 
liv as highlighted the cost of 


ing crisis ac 

risk faaihe a the biggest short-term 
li & the world right : 
climate chan SOt now, with 


Cas . 
long-term rae the biggest 


* Which ie 
on ‘S Published 
S Summit, factor. 


Private lgures : 
i and Public seeto across fhe 
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* Germany ; 32 female billionaires 

* Italy : 16 female billionaires 

* India, Australia, and Hong Kong : 9 
female billionaires each 


Women, Business and the Law 
Index Launched 

* The World Bank released the 
Women, Business and the Law Index 
on March 3, 2023. 


WOMEN, 
BUSINESS 
AND THE 
LAW 2023 


* According to index, most countries 
have implemented laws to ensure 
gender equality, there is still a 
significant gap between men and 
women in terms of legal rights and 
provisions. 
* The report revealed that the global 
pace of reforms towards gender 
equality has fallen to a 20-year low. 
+ The Women, Business and the Law 
Index rates laws and regulations 
related to women in 190 countries. 
¢ India scored 74.4 out of a total 
possible 100. Unfortunately, India’s 
score was less than that of other 
countries such as Ghana, Zimbabwe, 
Nepal, and Congo. 


OECD’s Services Trade 
Restrictiveness Index 
e India stood at 47th position in 
Services Trade Restrictiveness Index 
(STRI) conducted by the OECD for the 
- year 2022 on February 17, 2023. 
¢ Last year, India was in the 46th 
position. 
¢ Japan was ranked topmost, It was 
followed by UK, Netherlands, Czech, 
and Chile in second, third, fourth, and 
fifth places, respectively. 
e The countries in the bottommost 
spots were Indonesia (at the 50th 
spot), Thailand (49), Russia (48), and 
India (47). 
e The index includes sectors like air 
transport, road freight cover, 
government regulations, etc. 


72 


Human Capital Report 

* The World Bank has released a report 
titled “Collapse and Recovery - How 
COVID-19 Eroded Human Capital and 
What to Do” on February 17, 2023. 

+ According to report, the Covid-19 
caused a massive collapse in human 
capital, primarily affecting children and 
young people. 

* It analysed global data on the 
pandemic’s impacts oD young people at 
key developmental stages : early 
childhood (0-5 years), school age 

(6-14 years) and youth (15-24 years). 

* Human capital consists of the 
knowledge, skills, and health that 
people invest in and accumulate 
throughout their lives. 


India’s GDP Estimated to be 
5.8% : UN Report 

e The United Nations has projected 
India’s GDP to be 5.8% in FY 2023 in 
the report ‘Global Economic Situation 
and Prospects-2023’ on January 27, 
2023. This is slightly lower than the 
6.4% projected in 2022. 

e UN has projected India’s economic 
growth to remain ‘strong’ while the 
outlook for other South Asian countries 
is ‘more challenging’. 

¢ The UN report states that global 
output growth is projected to decline 
from an estimated 3% in 2022 to 1.9% 
in 2023, the lowest in recent decades. 

¢ The report forecasts global trade to 
grow at 0.4% and the world economy at 
1.9% in 2023. 


Hindenburg Report Released 
¢ The Hindenburg report has named ` 
Gautam Adani along with his family 
members in what it has called the - 
biggest fraud in corporate history on 
January 26, 2023. 

* The report triggered-off strongly 
worded responses from the Adani 
Group, where it called 
Hindenburg’s findings stale and its 
claims malicious. . 


¢ After his meteoric rise to the position 
of the world’s 3rd wealthiest man, 
Gautam Adani has been dragged down 
to the 7th position on Forbes’ rich list 
by Hindenburg’s damning report. 


_ living crisis as the biggest short-term 


` Group. 
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« As of now Bernard Arnault of , 
Vuitton is the world’s richest man ~ 
pushing Elon Musk to the Second’ 
position, followed by Jeff Bezos an d 
Oracle founder Larry Ellison. 
+ Adani on the other hand was 
surpassed by Microsoft founder Bil] 
Gates and Warren Buffet, on the Jig 


Oxfam’s ‘Survival of the 


Richest’ Report 
+ The study Oxfam, titled ‘Survival g 
the Richest’, was released on the fir 3 
day of the World Economic Forum 
Annual Meeting on January 16, 2023 
* According to a new study by Oxfan 
International, the richest 1% of peop} 
in India now own more than 40% of 
the country’s total wealth. . 
* The bottom half of the population” 
in India together share just 3% of 
wealth. E 
e The total number of billionaires in 
India increased from 102 in 2020 to` 
166 in 2022. 

+ Oxfam International is a 
confederation of 21 independent 
charitable organisations working 
together with partners and local 
communities in more than 

90 countries. 


Global Risks Report 2023 
Released 
* The World Economic Forum (WEF! 
has released the 18th Edition of 
Global Risks Report 2023 on 
January 12, 2023. | 


s Repor t has highlighted the cost of 


risk facing the world right now, with 
climate change as the biggest 
long-term threat. 


* The report stresses the need for 
more effective collaboration to avoid 
ecological breakdown’ and continue 


global warming. R 

* The report, which is published y 
ahead of the Davos summit, factors 
the views of 1,200 figures across rhe 
private and public sectors. > "P? 
° This year’s edition was produce¢ | 
with professional services firm Mars 
McLennan and Zurich Insurance 
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» Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
me Union Budget 2023-24 on 
>S 


ruary 1» 2023. 


priorities of Budget 

| inclusive Development 

» Reaching the Last Mile 
n intrastructure & Investment 
) i unleashing the Potential 
| 5. pjnancial Sector 
6, Green Growth 
| > youth Power 


| Highlights 

a The capital expenditure is almost 3 
times of the capital expenditure in FY 
2019-20. 

« Fiscal Deficit estimated to be 5.9% of 
GDP in BE 2023-24. 

| « Tax exemption up to @ 7 lakh/year is 
under new tax regime. 

+ Agriculture Credit Target to be 
increased to Ẹ 20 lakh crore. 


' PM Vishwa Karma Kaushal 
Samman : For the first time package 

of assistance for traditional artisans and 
caftspeople has been conceptualised. 


* New sub scheme of PM Matsya 
Sampada Yojana, with targeted 
investment of % 6000 crore, to further 
enable activities of fishermen, fish 
vendors and micro and small 
entrepreneurs, improve value chain 
efficiencies and expand the market. 


* A capital outlay of % 2.40 lakh crore 
has been provided for the Railways. 


* This highest ever outlay is about 9 

limes the outlay made in 2013- 14. 

' Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman increased allocation to 

Defence Budget to ? 593537.64 crore 

for 2023-24 from last year’s allocation 

of? 5.25 lakh crore. 

* For 2022-23, the budgetary allocation 
capital outlay was z 1.52 lakh crore 

~ the fevised estimate showed the 
“Penditure at ? 1.50 lakh crore. 

"A `€parate amount of 7 138205 crore 
aS been allocated for defence 
Pensions, 

sch one-time new small savings 
Stes, Mahila Samman a 
an, fate, will be made available for 

-year period up to March 2025. 
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® is wi 
ele Offer deposit facility upto 
< akh in the name of women or 
girls for a tenor of 2 years at fixed 
interest rate of 7.5% with a dartial 
Withdrawal Option, “vs 
* 157 new nursin 


established in colocation with 
existing 157 medical colleges set-up 
since 2014, 

* National Di 
Children and 
up for facilitati 
books across la 
and genres, 


8 colleges to be 


gital Library for 
Adolescents to be set 
ng availability of quality 
Nguages, geographies 


e For business establishments 
required to have Permanent Account 
Number, the PAN will be used as a 
common identifier for al] Digital 


Systems of specified government 
agencies. 


* Aspirational Blocks programme 
covering 500 blocks has been 
launched for saturation of 
government programmes; PM 
Primitive Vulnerable Tribal 
Groups Development Mission is 
being launched to improve conditions 
of vulnerable tribal groups. 


e Outlay for PM Awas Yojana is 
being enhanced by 66% to over 
= 79000 crore. 


e 100 labs for developing applications 
using 5G services to be set-up in 
engineering institutions, to realise 
new range of opportunities, business 
models and employment potential. 


e National Green Hydrogen 
Mission with outlay of 19700 crore 
will facilitate transition to economy 
to low carbon intensity, our target is 
to reach annual production of 5 MMT 
by 2030. 

e Phase 3 of e-courts project to be 
launched with outlay of ? 7000 crore, 
for efficient administration of justice. 
ə Government to provide higher limit 
of 2 2 lakh per member for cash 
deposit and loans by Primary 
Agricultural Credit Societies. 
Some Notable Achievements 

e ]1.7 crore household toilets under 
Swachh Bharat Mission 

+ 9.6 crore LPG connections under 
Ujjawala o l 

e 220 crore Covid vaccination of 

102 crore persons 


aa 


—_______ " ECONOMY & BANKING 


* 47.8 crore PM Jan Dhan bank 
accounts 


* Insurance cover for 44.6 crore persons 
under PM Suraksha Bima and PM 
Jeevan Jyoti Yojana 


* Cash transfer of 2 2.2 lakh crore to 


over 11.4 crore farmers under PM Kisan 
Samman Nidhi 


ECONOMIC SURVEY 
2022-23 


The Economic Survey 2022-23 was tabled 
by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
in Parliament on January 31, 2023. 


Key Features 


* India’s GDP growth is expected to 
remain robust in FY23 at 7% (in real 
terms). 


* The GDP forecast for FY24 to be in 
the range of 6-6.8%. 


* The Gross Tax Revenue registered a 
Year-on-Year (YoY) growth of 15.5% 
from April to November 2022. 

e Central & State Government’s 
budgeted expenditure on health sector 
touched 2.2% of GDP in FY22 (RE). 

e Social sector expenditure increases to 
č 21.3 lakh crore in FY23 (BE) from 

= 9.1 lakh crore in FY16. 


e India declared the Net Zero Pledge 
to achieve net zero emissions goal by 
2070. 

* India achieved its target of 40% 
installed electric capacity from 
non-fossil fuels ahead of 2030. 

e National Green Hydrogen Mission 
to enable India to be energy 
independent by 2047. 

e Private investment in agriculture 
increases to 9.3% in 2020-21. 

* Institutional Credit to the 
Agricultural Sector continued to grow 
to 18.6 lakh crore in 2021-22. 

* Overall Gross Value Added (GVA) by 
the Industrial Sector (for the first half 
of FY 22-23) rose 3.7%. 

* The services sector is expected to grow 
at 9.1% in FY23, as against 8.4% (YoY) in 
FY22. 

e India’s share in world commercial 
services exports increasing from 3% in 
2015 to 4% in 2021. 

* India is the largest recipient of 
remittances in the world receiving 

$ 100 bn in 2022. 
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VUTTOLIL AH 


HALF YEA 


e This agreement was signed by the 
CM of Assam Himanta Biswa Sarma 
and Arunachal Pradesh CM Pema 
Khandu in presence of Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi. 
e The agreement between the two 
states will end the dispute over 123 
villages along the border. 

e Assam shares an interstate border 
804.10 km with Arunachal Pradesh. 


Prime Minister Launched 


Project in Assam 

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the All India Institute of © 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in 
Changsari near Guwahati on April 14 
2023: 

* It is the first AIIMS in the 
North-East. 

e The AIIMS campus, built at a costaf 
č 1123 crore, is a one-of-a-kind 
healthcare facility in the entire 
northeastern region. 


* It will have an annual intake 


ASSAM hospitals in Assam, as well as all capacity of 100 medical students every 
AB-PMJAY impanelled hospitals across year. k 
Ayushman Asom-Mukhya the country, under this scheme. a . 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana + Under these initiatives, 56 lakh or eh ap toad medical fA 
Launched in Assam families will receive cashless insurance and er ae lai a ha A 
e Assam Chief Minister Himanta worth up to ? 5 lakh. a 
Biswa Sarma launched the Ayushman Assam’s Bihu Created E 
Asom-Mukhya Mantri Jan Arogya Assam and Arunachal Guinness World Record : 
Yojana on May 5, 2023. Pradesh Signed Agreement ¢ The Northeastern state of India ; 
e It provides a family health insurance  * The governments of Assam and Assam created history on April 13, 
policy that covers medical treatment Arunachal Pradesh have signed an 2023, when as many as 11304 dancers 
up to ? 5 lakh per household. ARTCEDICNI for the settlement of an and 2548 drummers performed ‘Bihu’. 3 
inter-state boundary dispute between » ‘The ean was held ar ihe Sanai à 
N 


e iciari j le to receive l 
Bonners ee ab = the two States on April 21, 2023. ordin ta Gace 
services in more than 300 impaneled tadium in Guwahati. 
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4 Two 
í the jarge 
other rec 
nt group. 
pihu’, ÍS the traditional folk dance 
$ Assam, t0 mark the beginning of 
i state's spring festival. 
the 5s 


cheme to Aid Degree 
students In Buying Books 
. Assam CM Dr. Himanta Biswa 
sarma on April 1, 2023 announced 
f veral measures and rolled them out 
for the empowerment of students in 


jpstrum€ 


the state. 

+ Itis announced on the occasion of 
Chatra Diwas commemorating his 
birthday. . 

.« As a part of the welfare measures, 
Dr. Sarma inaugurated a scheme 

where in 3.4 lakh students of Higher 
secondary and Degree will be given 

z 1459 each for buying books. 

+ The Chief Minister also started the 
process of distributing tablets to 51858 
schools to enable them to maintain 
students’ data digitally. 


North East’s First Compressed 
Biogas Plant Unveiled 

* CM of Assam, Himanta Biswa Sarma 
inaugurated North East India’s first 
‘Compressed Biogas Plant’ on 

February 26, 2023. 

* It is to be set-up at Damora Pathar 
located in Sonapur, Kamrup 
Metropolitan District of Assam. 

* The plant, which is being built by 
businessmen Pankaj Gogoi and Rakesh 
Doley under the name Redlemon 
Technologies, is expected to begin 
Operating in November 2023. 


Assam Budget 2023-24 
Presented 

* Assam Finance minister Ajanta Neog 
has tabled the budget for 2023-24 in 
the assembly today with emphasise On 
the social security on March 16, 2023. 
* Neog promised to start Mukhya 
Mantri Ayushman Asom Yojana in the 
State, 

; The scheme will enable 27 lakh 
amilies to avail z 5 lakh worth of 
Cashless treatment, making it the 


argest health insurance scheme in the 
Country, 
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* The government also announced to 
launch of Mukhya Mantri Awaas 
Yojana, in line of PM Awas Yojna. 

* In the year 2023-24, one lakh 
beneficiaries will be covered under this 
scheme, and 7 800 crore have been 
allocated towards this. 


ANDHRA PRADESH 


Machilipatnam Port Project 
Launched 

* Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 

YS Jagan Mohan Reddy launched the 
Machilipatnam port works worth 

z? 5156 crore on May 23, 2023.. 


e The port, with an initial cargo 
capacity of 35 million tonnes, will be 
completed in two years. 

e The capacity of the 4-berth deep 
water port will be increased to 

116 million tonnes as cargo traffic 
gradually increases. 

» The project is being implemented 
by the Machilipatnam Port l 
Development Corporation Limited 
(MPDCL). 


Niramaya Health Insurance 
Scheme Launched in 
Visakhapatnam 

e In a first of its kind initiative in 
state, Visakhapatnam Collector 
launched Niramaya Health Insurance 
Scheme on May 22, 2023. 

e Niramaya Health Insurance scheme 
for children suffering from autism, 
cerebral palsy, mental retardation, 
multiple disabilities, and others. 

© The objective of Niramaya scheme is 
to provide affordable health insurance 
cover to special children. 

© The money for the scheme was 
arranged from Sanjivani Nidhi, funds 
for which were donated by . 
government employees on New Year s 
Day. 
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Andhra Pradesh CM Laid 
Foundation Stone for 
Mulapeta Port 

» The Chief Minister of Andhra 
Pradesh, YS Jagan Mohan Reddy, 
initiated the construction of the 
Mulapeta greenfield port in 

Srikakulam district on April 16, 2023. 

> The port is estimated to cost z 4362 
crore and is expected to be completed 
within two years. 

* In addition to the port, the CM also 
laid the foundation for a fishing harbor 
in Budagatlapalem. 

e It is a life irrigation project that will 
span from the Gotta barrage tO the 
Hira Mandalam reservoir and the 
continuation of work on the Mahendra 
Tanaya river. 


Resolution to Provide SC 
Status for Dalit Christians 

ə In a unanimous resolution passed on 
March 24, 2023, the Andhra Pradesh 
(AP) Legislative Assembly supported 
the inclusion of Dalit Christians in the 
Scheduled Castes list. 

e According to this resolution that the 
State government was of the opinion 
that their socio-economic status was al 


` par with that of Dalits who practise 


Hinduism. 

» Passing the resolution, the 
Legislature resolved to request the 
Union government to amend the 
Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 
1950 accordingly. 

e As per the Constitution (Scheduled 
Castes) Order, 1950, only Dalits who 
practise Hinduism, Sikhism and 
Buddhism are eligible to be categorised 
as SC. 


Andhra Pradesh Budget 
2023-24 Presented 

» The Andhra Pradesh Finance 
Minister Buggana Rajendranath Reddy 
presented the state Budget for the . 
financial year 2023-24 on March 17, 
2023. 

e He presented Budget of ? 279279 
crore for financial year 2023-24 in the 
Legislative Assembly. 

+ Compared to a capital expenditure of 
just % 31061 crore, revenue expenditure 
in the budget stood at a massive 

z 228540 crore for the next fiscal. 
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* Pomting out that the fiscal deficit for 
2023-24 was low, the government 
announced it stood al just 1,54% of 
GSDP ot ® 54587 crore 

© The revenue deficit is projected to be 
o OL the GSDP at % 22316 crore 


Vie he At’ 


Of the total budge! ? 54228 crore has 
been allocated for direct benefit schemes, 
which anelude 

© YSR Pension Kanukea (which gets 
© 1435 crore) 
t YSR Rythu Bharosa (which gets 
2 4020 crore) 
lagananna Vidya Devena (which gets 
RF SN Crore) 
© Jagananna Vasati Devena (which 
REIS ® 00O crore) 

© For welfare for other communities, 

the Finance Minister has allocated 

? 4887 crore for Kapu welfare and 
? 4203 crore for minority welfare, 
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Visakhapatnam will be the 
New Andhra Pradesh Capital 
* Andhra Pradesh Chief Ministe 

YS Jagan Mohan Reddy’s government 
announced on January 31, 2023 that 
Visakhapatnam would be the new 
capital of the state. 


* The announcement of 
Visakhapatnam, a new capital for 
Andhra comes 9 years after the state of 
Telangana was carved out of its 
territory and given Hyderabad as 
its capital. 
e According to a study by Andhra 
University, the population of Vizag will 
grow to 30 lakhs by 2035 from 
23.5 lakh in 2021. 
e Visakhapatnam has necessary 
infrastructure like international 
airport, road and port connectivity 
which is important for the capital city, 


ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
‘Arunpol App’ Launched 


e Arunachal CM Pema Khandu 
launched ArunPol mobile app and | 
e-Vigilance portal on June 14, 2023. 

e It aim is to reduce the unproductive 
manhours spent by both citizens and 
police, 

© This mobile app will greatly help in 
reducing the hassle faced by citizens in 
reaching police stations to avail 


services. 


Arunachal Pradesh 
Government to set-up 
institute for Transforming 


Arunachal 

© Arunachal Pradesh government lo 
setup Institute for Transforming 
Arunachal with NITI Aayog on 

May 25, 2023. 

e Chief Minister Pema Khandu 
announced that the Institute will help 
build an ecosystem for knowledge 
platform for further learning. 

«The institute will help build an 
ecosystem for knowledge platform for 
further learnings. CM held a mecting 
in Itanagar to discuss the formation of 
the ITA in presence of Deputy Chief 
Minister Ghowna Mein. 


Trailer of the First Tagine 
Language Film Launc ed 


The trailer of ‘Love in 90s’, the first 
film made in Tagin language of 
Arunachal Pradesh, was launched by 
Union Law and Justice Minister Kiren 
Rijiju on May 6, 2023 in New Delhi. 

It is the first film made entirely in 
Tagin language. 

The film depicts the vibrant and 
colorful world of the 90s, based on 
the Tagin community in Upper 
Subansiri district of Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

The film highlights the love story of 
two youths amidst the challenges 
faced by this community in Arunachal 
Pradesh during the 1990s. 


KVIC Revived 1000 Years Old 
Handmade Papermaking Art 
of Tawang 

* In Arunachal Pradesh, the Khadi and 
Village Industries Commission (KVIC) 
announced on May 20, 2023 about 
revived 1000 years old Handmade 
Papermaking art of Tawang. 

* KVIC played a crucial role in 
preserving and restoring old traditional 
art and cultural practices through its 
assistance and promotional cum 
awareness activities. 

« Due to the dedicated efforts of KVIC, 
the 1000 years old traditional art of 
Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh has now 
come alive once again, 


-Current Affair 


» The Monpa Handmade Papermakin 
art originated over 1000 years ago and 
yradually became an integral part of 
the local customs and cultures jn 
Tawang. 

. For the last 100 years, this 
handmade paper industry had almost 
disappeared; and it has now become 
functional again in the year 2020 with 
the help of KVIC. | 


BIHAR 


Caste-based Survey 
Stopped in Bihar 

e The Patna High Court has issued g 
direction to the state government of 
Bihar on May 5, 2023, ordering an 
immediate stay on the caste-based 
survey. 

e The court has further ordered the 
government to ensure that any data 
already collected is kept secure and not 
shared with anyone. 

e In independent India figures for 
other castes have not been published 
except Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes (from 1951 to 2011), 
* In the absence of such a census, the 
population of OBCs and others cannot 
be accurately estimated. 

e The Mandal Commission estimated 
the OBC population at 52%. 


Thawe Festival Organised 
in Bihar 

e The Thawe Festival took place on 
April 15 and 16, 2023 in Gopalganj 
(Bihar) and the festival was jointly 
organised by the Department of 
Tourism and the Department of Art 
and Culture. 


* The objective of the festival is to 


promote tourism in Gopalganj and ) 
Invite visitors to Thawe Durga Temple. F tt 
igi 


e Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar 
Tejashwi Yadav inaugurated the 
Festival. This year the llth Annual 
Thave Festival was celebrated. 


Bihar Budget 2023-24 
Presented 

* The State finance minister Vijay 
Kumar Choudhary presented the 
Budget of over ? 2.61 lakh crore for thè 
Financial Year 2023-24 on February 7 
2023. 
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4° 731 


8% Increase in 


a 14 total budgetary expenditure 
K otal þudge! expenditure will be 
"94194 crore more than the Financial 
veal 2022-2? 
qhe GOSS State Domestic Product 
GSDP) at Constant prices re orded a 
robu! growth OF 10,98% 

become the 14th biggest 


g piha! has i 
respect to the size of the 


stale with 
(the states in the country, 


economy O 
, The finance minister presented the 


gudget In the Legislative Assembly in 
which Health, Education and 
infrastructure has been kept on top 


priority. 


CHHATTISGARH 


Hamar Sughghar Laika 
Abhiyan’ Launched 

. Chhattisgarh Chief Minister 
Bhupesh Baghel Jaunched the ‘Hama! 
Sughar Laik Abhiyan’ in the ‘Bharose 
Ka Sammelan’ programme al Sankra 
in Durg district on May 22, 2023. 

* The campaign aims to bring 1800 
malnourished children, identified 
through a survey, into the category of 
well-nourished children. 

* This is the first district level 
campaign of its kind in the state and 
focuses on managing the growth of 
children through hunger testing. 


Chhattisgarh Budget 2023-24 


Presented 
' Chhattisgarh Chief Minister 
Bhupesh Baghel presented the fifth 
and the last budget of this term at the 
Vidhan Sabha on March 6, 2023. 
* The current budget estimate is 
? 121501 crore for fiscal 2023-24 and 
a Gross State Domestic Product 
JISDP) is projected at 8%. 
' Provisioning 2 6800 crore 
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana to 
make Chhattisgarh, which js famously 
lown as ‘Dhaan Ka Katora’ (bow! of 
rains) as the ‘Dhan Ka Katora’ (bow! 
of money), 
a aes an allow whe 
Wen per month for the educate ; 
ioe ployed for two years for yout | 
inco between 18 and 35, whose famiy 
me is upto ? 2.5 lakh per annum. 


for the 


ance of 
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| Chhattisgarh has become the Hisi 
EEE to pive ont unermiployinerii 
allowance despite having the least 
unemployment rate al (\) i) den the 
CONS 


e 


Phe bonorarionmi tor anganvwadi 
workers has been dnecreased frown 
to" 

OOO LoF LOOOO pei month 
s The Mukbymantii Kanya Vivah 
allowance has been dnereased TEON 
z 25000 to ® 50000 
* A total Dudgel ole 4# oroe has been 
Allocated tor the scheme 


Chhattisgarh Announced 
Monthly Unemployment 
Allowance 

© Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Haghel 
announced on January 26, 2025 thal 
unemployed youth will be piven a 
monthly allowance in the state from 
the next financial year, 


g 


) atm - 
so announcements other 
uding setting Up ol an 
acrocity near Raipul airport, housing 
assistance scheme for labourers and a 
women entrepreneurship scheme, 

. Unemployed youth will be given an 
unemploymen! allowance Every month 
from the nex! financial yea (2023-24) 


f the key promises 
ahead of the 


» Baghel al 
scheme incl 


e Jt was one O 
made by the Congres 
2018 Assembly polls. 


CHANDIGARH 
North India’s Largest Floating 
Solar Plant in Chandigarh 


» North India's largest floating solai 


plant has been installed al 
Chandigarh’> Wate! Works on 


January 23, 2023. 
. Administra 


nau urated a 4 
m with the aun of making the city 
enti powel generation by 


the Chandigarh adı 
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DELHI 
Delhi Budget 2024-24 


Presented 

© Hinan Minister F allaah ahile 
sented a T /BBOO CHOI TL it 
fen thae Path ial 


| i , yep 4 
hr - d 


pre 
the Delhi Assembly 
year 2075 JA on Mare 
e The Dell poveri 1il 
for 4022-43 wan T7800 i poti 
7 a900 Crate do he pre» tis Yes 

. This was the First Cite that Gahlot 


presented the budget alter geting 
finance depar Ner! 


ation ol deputy 


> heedpet aiz! 
atid 


charge of the 
following the resign 
chief minister Manish Misodia 
s This is the ninth conser ative budget 
of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAF) 
poverninerl 

© The Hinance Minister informeel 
under the health budget around 
ies Will be set up 


Loo 


women mohalla clin 
in the city 

< Gahlot informed that? 
have been earmarked for the transport 
sector in which the governinenii will 
continue tree bus rides for wWormnat 


Oye crore 


passengers this Fian ial yea 

. He added thata budget ole 334M 
crore have been allo ated for power 
sector While @ 6342 crore have been 
earmarked for various projects ot Delhi 
Jal Board 

. Gahlot announced that din this 
budget a total of four thousand 7 744 
crore have been proposed for various 
social wellare schemes 


Delhi Government's 

Cabinet Expanded 

à President Dioupadi Murmu 

appointed Aam Aadini Party MLA: 

hor pe Shuv Frei Bharadwaj as 
SICTS O ; ` 

speiling S a A 


wil ab aA adele: 


e The move took place after the 
President accepted the resignations of 
arrested AAP ministers Manish Sisodia 
and Satyendar Jain. 


GUJARAT 


Gujarati Language Mandatory 
in All Primary Schools 

* Gujarat Assembly unanimously 
passed a Bill that makes teaching the 
Gujarati language mandatory in all 
primary schools across the State on 
February 27, 2023. 

* This will be applicable to all primary 
schools including those affiliated with 
CBSE, ICSE, and IB boards. 

* The Bill says if any school is found 
violating the provisions of the bill will 
be liable to pay the fine. 

* The government would direct the 
Board or institution to disaffiliate the 
school if the provisions of the bill will 
not be implemented in the school for 
more than a year. 


Gujarat Passed Bill Proposing 
Punishment for Exam 

Paper Leak 

* The Gujarat Public Examination 
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Bill, 
2023 has been passed in Gujarat 
Assembly on February 24, 2023. 

* It provides for a Z 1 crore fine and 
up to 10 years imprisonment to prevent 
paper leaks in public examinations. 

* An examinee convicted under the 
provisions of this Act shall be barred 
from any public examination for a 
period of two years. 


Gujarat Budget 2023-24 
Presented 

e The Finance Minister of Gujarat, 
Kanubhai Desai, presented the budget 
for fiscal years 2023-24 on 

February 24, 2023. 

* The budget expenditure is 23.38% 
greater than last year. 

* Desai, who proposed a budget of 

Z 3,01,021,61 crore, promised that no 
additional taxes would be levied. 

e In Gujarat, the first female SRP 
battalion will be formed. 

* The government has proposed to 
increase the annual insurance limit for 
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eligible families under the Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya-MA scheme to 
z 10 lakh from the current z 5 lakh. 


e New classrooms will be added to 
existing schools. 

* Gujarat will increase its contribution 
of renewable energy to 42% of total 
power generation. 


¢ The semiconductor industry is 
anticipated to attract investments 
totaling Z 1.5 lakh crore. 


Gujarat Government 
Signed Deal with OECD 


The Gujarat govt. signed an 
agreement on February 4, 2023 with 
the OECD to conduct the Programme 
for International Student Assessment 
(PISA) test. 


State government signed for this PISA 
test for students of government 
schools. 


The agreement was signed in the 
presence of Gujarat Chief Minister 
Bhupendra Patel and OECD Paris 
Director Andreas Schleicher. 


Gujarat is the first state in the country 
to sign such an agreement. PISA 
measures the ability of 15-year-olds 
to read and apply math and science 
Skills to meet real-life challenges. 


Gujarat Announced New 
Policy to Regularise 
Unauthorised Constructions 
* The Gujarat government announced 
a new policy on January 12, 2023. 

e Its aim is to regularise unauthorised 
constructions inside Gujarat Industrial 
Development Corporation (GIDC) 
industrial estates. 

e This will benefit nearly 70000 
industrial units. According to policy, 


any unauthorised construction of the 


MSME units on their allotted plots 
inside GIDCs can be legalised by 
paying a specific fee. 

e The fee for regularising unauthorised 
residential-type construction between 
50 to 300 sq m inside the estate will be 
in the range of ? 3000 to ? 18000. 

* The rates are double for regularising 
non-residential constructions. 


Tt Affa 
HARYANA | 
Padma Awardees from 
Haryana to Get Z 10009 
Monthly 
> Haryana CM Manohar La] Khat 
has announced a monthly peng; 
z 10000 for the Padma awarde 
June I1, 2023. 

e CM has also announced a free tray 
facility in the ‘Volvo bus’ service Of th 
state government for Padma awardee 
of Haryana. 

e The Padma awards are conferreq in 
three categories,namely, Padma 
Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan , and 
Padma Shri. 
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Integrated Water Resource; 

Action Plan-2023-25 

Launched in Haryana 

e Haryana CM Manohar Lal 
inaugurated the integrated Water 
Resources Action Plan-2023-25 on 
June 8, 2023. 

e It was inaugurated under the Amri 
Jal Kranti initiative. 

e This state plan, aimed at conserving 
_Waler resources, represents a 
significant and proactive step in 
addressing water Conservation. 

° The total water availability of the 
state 1s 20,93,598 crore litres whereas 
the total water demand is 34,96,276 
crore litres. 
e Previously, a two-da 
conservation semin 
in Panchkula on A 


Y water 


ar was conducted 
pril 2023. 


City at Gurugram 
i The Union cabinet granted 
for the extension of metro ¢ approva | 
in Gurugram. Onnectivily 
° The new metro ling Will p 

City Centre to Cyber City a HUDA 

» The proposed expansio 
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¢ Total cost of this p 
around 7 5450 Crore. 
« The project will be i np 
the Haryana Mass Rapid 
Corporation. 
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The Water User Associations and 
~mmunity/ cluster-based irrigation 
cystem may be provided with more 


‘han one pump as per the scheme 
guidelines. 

. By adopting solar energy, farmers 
will save diesel which will significantly 
enhance their income. 


Haryana Government 
Launched 3 Online Services 

» Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar announced three online 
services to digitally empower people on 
April 20, 2023. 
The newly launched online services are : 


¢ Pro-active Divyang Pension Service 
* ‘Tau se Poochho’ WhatsApp Chatbot 


* Online booking of government rest 
houses 


Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) will 
now get their pensionary benefits at 
home by this service. 

* Haryana Parivar Pehchan Authority 
has created a WhatsApp Chatbot called 
‘Tau Se Poochho’ along with a 
web-based chatbot solution. 


Haryana had 100% Electrified 
Railway Network 

* The Indian Railways has successfully 
competed 100% electrification of 
railway network in the state of 

Haryana in March 2023. 

d With this achievement, Haryana 

has bec ome the first state in India 


lo have 100% electrified railway 
network, 


- 


` The electrification project covers the 
existing broad-gauge network of 1701 
Toute kilometres in Haryana. 
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* The completion of this project will 
reduce the dependence of Indian 
Railways on imported crude oil and 
also save foreign exchange. 


Haryana Control of Organised 
Crime Bill, 2023 Passed 

* Haryana Control of Organised Crime 
Bill, 2023 was passed on the last day of 


Haryana Vidhan Sabha’s Budget 
Session that concluded on March 23, 


2023. 
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¢ The Bill that was introduced for the 
third time in the past five years was 
passed. 

e The Bill will deal with criminal 
activities of organised crime syndicate 
or gang and for matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto. 


œ A study of crime trends in Haryana © 


during the last decade has revealed 

that the state has been witnessing a 
shift in the patterns of crime. 

e Gangs of new age criminals have 

started pursuing a life in crime as a 
well-organised criminal enterprise. 


Haryana Budget 2023-24 
Presented 

e Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar, who also holds the Finance 
portfolio, presented the Budget 
2023-24 on February 22, 2023. 

e Khattar proposed z 1.83 lakh crore 
state budget for the Financial Year 
2023-24. 

e According to budget, no fresh tax 
will be imposed. 

e The Chief Minister promised to 
provide at least 65000 jobs in various 
posts. 

e e-libraries shall be set-up in rural 
areas at a cost of z 370 crore. 

e 1000 new parks and gymnasiums 
shall be opened in gram panchayats. 
« A Sports university shall be 
established in Rai, Sonipat. 
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rance benefit scheme 


e A two-year insu aw 
y juries 


for sportspersons sustaining in 
shall be provided. 

» The old-age pension will also be 
increased from 2 2500 to 7 2750 per 
month from April 1. 


HIMACHAL PRADESH 


‘First State’ to Create DNA 
Database of Unidentified 


Bodies 

* Himachal Pradesh has made history 
on April 17, 2023 by becoming the first 
Indian state to establish a DNA l 
database specifically for unidentified 
bodies. 

* This groundbreaking initiative 
commenced in April 2022, and the 
database currently contains 150 DNA 
samples of unknown individuals, 
according to recent news reports. 

e The Directorate of Forensics Services 
in Junga obtained DNA profile 
databasing and matching technology 
from the USA called Smallpond TM 
software at a cost of = 55 lakh. 


ə The database is currently being 
populated and organised and has a 
capacity of around 20000 DNA profiles, 
which can be expanded as needed. 


Sanjeevani Project Launched 
in Himachal Pradesh 

e The state government launched a 
project called Sanjeevani on April 9, 
2023 to enhance their livelihood. 

e The Sanjeevani project uses 
telemedicine and technology to 
provide convenient and high-quality 
livestock care services to farmers’ 
doorsteps, potentially preventing 
outbreaks and reducing turnaround 
time for services. 

e The Animal Husbandry Department 
of Himachal Pradesh collaborated with 
Bharat Financial Inclusion Limited 
(BFIL) for the National Animal 
Disease Control Programme- Mobile 
Veterinary Van (NADCP-AHD-MVU) 
project. 

* The objective of the 
NADCP-AHD-MVU project is to 
provide door-to-door livestock care 


services through. a toll-free telephone 
number. 
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Himachal Pradesh Budget 
2023-24 Presented 

e Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister 
Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu presented 
his government's first annual budget 
in the Himachal Pradesh State 
Assembly, in Shimla on March 17, 
2023. 


* In the % 53413 crore budget, the 
revenue receipts are estimated to be 
Z? 37999 crore and the total revenue 
expenditure at % 42704 crore. 


e Thus, the total revenue deficit is 
estimated to be % 4704 crore, while the 
fiscal deficit is estimated to be z 9900 
crore, which is 4.61% of the Gross 
Domestic Product. 

e Chief Minister Sukhwinder Singh 
Sukhu announced that the budget 
2023-24 gives a new direction to the 
economy of Himachal Pradesh for its 
green, healthy and prosperous future. 
e He said that new initiatives have 
been proposed in this budget to 
develop Himachal Pradesh as a ‘Green 
State’ by March 31, 2026. 

e The Chief Minister said that this 
budget has been presented to create 
employment opportunities through 
investment in infrastructure in tourism 
and other sectors. 

e It aims to ensure timely availability 
of health, education and other 
government services with the use of 
technology. 

e Sukhu said that he is confident that 
resources will be arranged with 
effective tax compliance, cooperation 
of the Central government and better 
financial management. 


Himachal Pradesh 
Government Restored 

Old Pension Scheme 

* The Himachal Pradesh government 
restored the old pension scheme in its 
first Cabinet meeting on January 13, 
2023. 

e The Cabinet decided to provide OPS 
to all government employees who are 
presently covered under the defined 
contributory pension scheme, also 
referred to as NPS. 

e This scheme will benefit about 1.36 
lakh NPS employees in the state. 
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* All Himachal Pradesh government 
employees presently covered under the 
new pension scheme will be given the 
benefit of the Old Pension Scheme 
(OPS). 

e Employees who joined government 
service from January 1, 2004 are 
covered under New Pension System 


(NPS). 
JAMMU & KASHMIR 


Inauguration of Several Key 
infrastructure Projects in J&K 
e Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
lauded the inauguration of several key 
infrastructure projects in the 
Baramulla district of Jammu and 


` Kashmir on June 1, 2023. 


e According to PM, Inaugurated 
several key infrastructure projects, 7 
Custom Hiring Centres for farmers, 
9 Poly Green Houses for SHGs in 
Baramulla District. 

* This aspirational district has 
transformed itself into a centre of 
economic importance in the last few 
years. - 


Kashmir Village 
Launched ‘Give Plastic, 
Take Gold’ Scheme 


Sadiwara, a village panchayat in 
South Kashmir has launched an 
initiative called ‘Give Plastic and Take 
Gold’ on April 4, 2023. 

Under the scheme, if a person gives 
plastic waste of 20 quintals, then the 
panchayat will offer him a gold coin. 
After the start of the campaign, the 
whole village was declared plastic 
free within 15 days. 


Mata Sharda Devi Temple 
Inaugurated in Kupwara 


District 

e Home Minister Amit Shah 
e-inaugurated the Mata Sharda Devi 
Temple near the Line of Control in 
Karnah sector of Jammu and Kashmir 
on March 22, 2023. 

e The architecture and construction of 
the temple is done according to Hindu 
scriptures under the aegis of Sharda 
Peeth, and the idol of Sharda Maa 
donated by Sringeri Math is installed. 


Fa 4 


| 
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* Maa Sharda Devi Temple is locateq 
in Teetwal village of Karnah tehsjj of 
Kupwara district in the Indian union 
territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 


e It is located near the Line of Contro| 
(LoC) that separates India and 
Pakistan. 


J&K Budget 2023-24 


Presented 

e Union Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman has unveiled 2 118500 
crore budget for Jammu & Kashmir 
Union Territory for the next financial 
year on March 13, 2023. 

e The total budget estimates for the 
fiscal is # 118500 crore, of which 
developmental expenditure is of the 
order of % 41491 crore. 

2 The capital component of the budget 
has increased substantially. The 
expected revenue receipts are 7 106061 
crore whereas Revenue expenditure is 
expected to be Z 77009 crore. 

e Thereby making available revenue 
surplus for capital expenditure to the 
tune of = 29052 crore. 
e This was the fourth consecutive 
budget of Jammu and Kashmir to be 
presented in the Parliament. 
* The budgets of 2020-21, 2021-22, 
and 2022-23 were also presented in 
the Parliament in absence of an 
elected government in the Union 
Territory. 


SARAS Aajeevika Mela 2023 
in Jammu 

e Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha 
inaugurated the SARAS Aajeevika 
Mela 2023 at Aquaplex Crown al 


eb 4 


the fair. 
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Ministry of Rur aa 
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d Budget 2023-24 


pres ate’s Finance Minister Dr. 

1 t a Oraon presented a budget 
"pdi crore in the Jharkhand 
beri on March 3, 2023. 

“ this budget, special emphasis has 

' „n laid On rural development, 

Ei alth and education. 
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. The ‘Anganwadi Chalo Abhiyan’ 
«heme will be started for pre-school 
education to the children coming to 

the Anganwadi centre. 

. In the year 2023-24, the target is to 
expand the Chief Ministers 

Employment Generation Scheme and 
benefit two lakh youth. 

« In the year 2023-24, it is proposed to 
start flights from the airports at 

Dumka and Bokaro. In the year 

| 2023-24, the target is to expand the 

| Chief Minister's Employment 
Generation Scheme and benefit two 
lakh youth. 


KERALA 


_ KFON Internet Connectivity | 
_ Launched by Kerala 
l * The Pinarayi Vijayan-led Kerala 
government officially launched KFON 
on June 5, 2023. 
* KNOF is the Kerala Fiber Optical 
Network. 
* Kerala is the first state to declare the 
4 | "ght to internet as a fundamental 
night, 
s b aim is to bridge the digital divide 
e "thet high-speed broadband 
p | Qet access to all. 
| ° KFON uses fibre optic technology to 


rovi 
j : Ovide fast and reliable internet 
| One ction. 


ture, he 
ar 2023-24, a budgetary 

f z 300 crore has been made 
maximum beneficiaries 
Mukhyamantri Pashudhan 


Kerala is First Fully 

. overned State 

eens became India’s first fully 
s med state on May 25, 2023. 


h , a 
ae State has achieved this feat 
ugh policy initiatives aimed al 
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transforming it into a digitally 
empowered society. 


* The government focused on 
setting-up a knowledge- based 
economy and achieving 100% digital 
literacy. 

* Online portals and mobile 
applications have been launched for 
citizens to interact with government 
departments and access services easily. 


Kerala Government Signed 
Ordinance in Health Services 

e Kerala Government signed ordinance 
bringing stringent punishment for 
offences against those in health 
services on May 23, 2023. 


ae 


e The ordinance that provides for 


_ stringent punishment, including 


imprisonment of up to seven years and 
a maximum fine of ? 5 lakh. 

e Punishment will give for those found 
guilty of causing grievous bodily harm 
to those working in the health services 
sector in the State. 

© The ordinance also provides 
punishment anyone who commits or 
attempts to commit or incites or 
inspires an act of violence against 
healthcare workers or those working 
in healthcare institutions. 

e They shall be punished with 
imprisonment for a term of not less 
than 6 months and up to 5 years and 
with a fine between % 50000 and ? 2 


lakh. 


Kerala became the First State 
to Adopt ‘Water Budget’ 

e Kerala has adopted a water budget 
on April 20, 2023, the first of its kind 
in the country, to deal with the 
problem of water scarcity in summer. 
e Despite the abundance of rivers, 
streams, backwaters and rainfall, 
many parts of Kerala face severe water 
scarcity during summer. 
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* The water budget will help the state 
to ascertain the demand and supply of 
water resources and apportion it 
accordingly. 

* The first phase of the water budget 
covers 94 gram panchayats in 15 block 
panchayats, and the details were 
unveiled by Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan. 


Kerala Budget 2023-24 


Presented 

* Kerala Finance Minister KN 
Balagopal presented the state budget 
for the financial year 2023-24 at Kerala 
Assembly on February 2, 2023. 


» Total revenue receipts for 2023-24 
are estimated to be Z 135419 crore, an 
increase of 5% over the revised 
estimate of 2022-23. 

* The budget earmarked z 2000 crore 
to control inflation through 
comprehensive market interventions 
and z 600 crore for rubber subsidy. 

e The Finance Minister announced a 
special R&D budget to transform 
Kerala into a ‘Knowledge Based 
Society’. 

* The Budget allocated % 1000 crore for 
the newly- introduced ‘Make in 
Kerala’ project to increase domestic 
production and z 971 crore for the 
agricultural sector. 

e The state budget also increased the 
one-time tax for newly purchased 
vehicles and enhanced the fair value of 
land by 20%. 

e The Stamp duty for the registration 
of flats and apartments was revised 
from 5% to 7% and also announced a 
revision in property tax. 


Government Passed Law Fully 
Written using Feminine 
Pronouns in Malayalam 

* Ina first in the country, the Kerala 
government passed a law on public 
health on March 21, 2023 that has 
been fully written using feminine 
gender pronouns in Malayalam. 

* The law titled, Public Health Law, 
202 3 was enacted after collecting the 
opinions of the public as well as 
people’s representatives, health experts 
and organisations. 

* This is the first Bill that has 
completely used feminine pronouns. 
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* All the laws in the country have 
always used male pronouns till now. 


World’s First Palm-Leaf 
Manuscript Museum in Kerala 
* The world’s first museum of palm 
leaf manuscripts established in 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala on 
January 5, 2023. 

* The Museum was set-up by the 
Archives Department in association 
with the Kerala Museum of History 
and Heritage at a cost of 2 3 crore. 

* The Museum is promoted as 
‘World's First Palm-Leaf Manuscript 
Museum’. 

* The museum contains 187 
manuscripts and other artefacts related 
to the former Travancore kingdom 
from 650 AD until the end of the 19th 
century. 

e It had been the Central Vernacular 
Records Office since 1887 before 
becoming a museum. 


KARNATAKA 


Karnataka Announced Free 


Bus Travel ‘Shakti’ Scheme 


e Karnataka Government announced 
free bus travel ‘Shakti’ scheme for 
women on June 3, 2023. 

* State government has advised the 
women to apply for Shakti smart cards 
to avail the free travel in state run 
buses. 

+ The scheme doesn’t also apply to 
those buses which travel outside the 
state. 


* It is one of the major poll promises 
by the Congress party in Karnataka. 


Karnataka Assembly 

Election 2023 

The Indian National Congress (INC) 
won the Karnataka Assembly election 
in a landslide by getting 135 seats on 
May 14, 2023. It is their biggest win by 
seats and vote share in Karnataka since 
the 1989 elections. 

Legislative Assembly elections was 
held in Karnataka on May 10, 2023 to 
elect all 224 members of the Karnataka 
Legislative Assembly. The election saw 
a voter turnout of 73.19% the highest 
ever recorded in the history of 
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Legislative Assembly elections in 
Karnataka. 

* According to the Election 
Commission’s data, the INC secured 
136 seats, surpassing the halfway 
mark of 113, along with a substantial 
vote share. 

* The Bharatiya Janata Party (65) and 
the Janata Dal (Secular) (19) conceded 
defeat, finishing second and third, 
respectively. 


Party-wise Result 


mo oe 
INC 136 80 +56 g 
E a e t 


e Congress leader Siddaramaiah was 
sworn in as the Chief Minister of 
Karnataka for his second term. 


e Karnataka Congress President DK 
Shivakumar was sworn in as the 
Deputy Chief Minister. 


e The swearing-in ceremony took 
place at the Kanteerava Stadium in 
Bengaluru, administered by Karnataka 
Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot. 


e Several Congress MLAs including Dr. 
G. Parameshwara, KH Muniyappa, KJ 
George, MB Patil, Satish Jarkiholi, 
Priyank Kharge, Ramalinga Reddy and 
BZ Zameer Ahmed Khan took oath as 
ministers in the state Cabinet. 


Statues of Lord 

Basaveshwara and 
Nadaprabhu Kempegowda 
Unveiled 


Union Home Amit Shah unveiled the 
Statues of Lord Basaveshwara ji and 
Nadaprabhu Kempegowda ji at the 
‘State Assembly premises in Bengaluru 
(Karnataka) on March 27, 2023. 


Lord Basaveshwara and Nadaprabhu 
Kempegowda are two prominent 
historical figures from Karnataka, a 
State in southern India. 
Lord Basaveshwara was a philosopher 
and social reformer who lived in the 
12th century. 


Nadaprabhu Kempegowda was a 
feudal ruler who founded the city of 
Bangalore in the early 16th century. 
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Karnataka State Budget 
2023-24 Presented 

e The Interim budget for 2023-24 Was 
presented by the State CM Basavaraj 
Bommai on February 17, 2023, 

* The State of Karnataka is entering 
elections in May 2023. 

* For the first time after the pandemi 
in 2022-23, the revenue receipt was ` 
higher than the revenue expenditure 
° Total Tax Revenue in 2023-24 
estimated to be % 164653 crore and 
Total Non-Tax revenue in 2023-24 is 
expected to be = 11000 crore. 

* Total Expenditure for the year 
2023-24 is estimated to be 2 309182 
crore. 

e The government of Karnataka is to 
set-up a startup park near Bengaluru 
Airport, provide free bus passes to 
students, toilets in government 
schools, etc. 

* According to budget, Traffic signals 


are to use AI and ‘She Toilets’ are to be 
constructed in Bengaluru. 


LADAKH 
ULPIN Launched in Ladakh 


e Lieutenant Governor RK Mathur of 
Ladakh launched the Unique Land 
Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) 
in the Union Territory on Jan. 21, 2023. 
¢ Mathur launched the ULPIN with 
both hill councils of Kargil and Leh 
welcoming the initiative. i 
* The 14-digit ULPIN would help in 
the digitisation of land records and 
also reach a conclusive land titling. 
* Terming ULPIN as a ‘game changer’ 
and the next step in ‘SVAMITVA’ for 
digitisation and computerisation of 
land revenue records. 
ina i Would be a blessing for 
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Govt Announced Waiver of 
interest of < 1500 Crore for 8 
Lakh Farmers 

. MP Chief Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan announced waiver of interest 
of z 1500 crore for 8 lakh farmers on 
June 13, 2023. 

e Itis announced in the first phase 
under the Chief Minister Farmers 
Interest Waiver Scheme. 

. Chief Minister also announced to 
increase the amount of Mukhyamantri 
Kisan Kalyan Yojana from 7 4000 to 

z 6000 per annum. 

« He was addressing the Kisan Kalyan 
Mahakumbh organised at Mohanpura 
in Rajgarh district of Madhya Pradesh. 


yeni bodies. 

e government is planning to 
ratives as a medium to 
ployment to the youth of 


‘Ladli Bahna’ Scheme 
Launched 

* Madhya Pradesh government has 
launched ‘Ladli Bahna’ scheme on 

June 10, 2023. It is a unique scheme to 
make women financially independent. 
* In this scheme, each woman will be 
given 7 1000 per month. The State 
government has also issued a phone 
number 181 for the help of women. 

* Apart from this, Ladli Bahna Army 
will also be formed for women 
empowerment and security. 

* This Army will help in providing 
security to women and take benefits of 
government schemes. 


CM Learn and Earn Scheme 

Lauriched 

ec of Madhya Pradesh, Shivraj 

ase Chouhan announced on June 7, 
23 to launch a Learn and Earn 

Programme. 

* It will equip young people with skills 


that are hi 
ghly sought-after by 
employers, j 
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* A total of 703 training areas have 
been identified for the scheme. 

. The programme offers an incentive 
of z 8000 to 7 10000 allowance in 
addition to acquiring new skills. 

* The youth selected for training will 
start working on August 1, 2023. 

* Scheme is a proactive measure 
designed to equip young individuals 
with necessary skills. 


PM Modi Laid Foundation 
Stone and Inaugurated 
Projects 

e PM Modi lays foundation stone and 
inaugurates projects worth over 

z 17000 crore on National Panchayati 


‘Raj Day on April 25, 2023 in Rewa 


(Madhya Pradesh). 


e Prime Minister Modi virtually 
attended the housewarming ceremony 
of four lakh 11 thousand beneficiaries 
of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana at the 
function. 

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the integrated e-Gram 
Swaraj and GeM portal for public 
procurement at the panchayat level. 

e The objective of this project is to 
enable Panchayats to market their 
goods and services through 
Government e-Marketplace (GeM). 


State Youth Policy Launched 

e In Madhya Pradesh, Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan unveiled the 
State Youth Policy and a Youth Portal 
on March 23, 2023. 

e The MP government has given several 
concessions in the youth policy to 
connect the youth with employment. 

e The most significant of them is that, 
to participate in the recruitment 
process for all government posts in the 
state, the examination fee will have to 
be paid only once. 

e CM also announced the 
implementation of Mukhya Mantri 
Yuva Kaushal Earning Scheme. 


c, an amount of at 


+ Under the schem 
1 to the 


least 7 8 thousand will be give! 7 
youth every month on the basis of 


learning and earning. 


Mauganj Became the 53rd 
District of Madhya Pradesh 

* Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan announced on- 
March 4, 2023 to make Tehsil Maugan) 
of Rewa district the 53rd district of the 
State. 

e Mauganj district, bordering Utt 
Pradesh, will have four tehsils — 
Mauganj, Hanumana, Naigarhi and 
Devtalab with a population of more 
than six lakhs. 

e CM announced that On August 15, 
the national flag will be hoisted at the 
new Mauganj district headquarters. 


Madhya Pradesh Budget 
2023-24 Presented 

ə The Madhya Pradesh government 
presented a 2 3.14 lakh crore state 
budget for 2023-24 on March 1, 2023. 
e There is no provision for any new tax 
in the budget and stamp duty has also 
been cut in many categories. 

e A provision of z 1 lakh 2 thousand 
976 crore has been made for the 
welfare of women. 

¢ In the Budget, the government has 
announced to start of Mukhyamantri 
Balika Scooty Yojana for the 
meritorious girls of the state. 


ar 


ə Under this scheme, scooties will be 
gifted to the girls who get the highest 
marks in class 12th in the State. 

e Another new scheme has been 
announced in the budget named ‘Ladli 
Bahna’. 


e Under this scheme, women in 


the State will be given financial 
assistance of one thousand rupees per 
month. 

e A provision of z 8000 crore has been 
made for the Ladli Bahna Yojana. 

e Chief Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan has described the Budget as 
beneficial for all sections of society. 

e Various provisions have been made 
for the education and employment 
sector including increasing MBBS 
seats up to 3605, 7 3230 crore for CM 
Rise schools, etc. 
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Name of Bhopal’s Islam Nagar 
Village Changed 

* Madhya Pradesh government 
announced on Feb. 2, 2023 that Islam 
Nagar village located in Bhopal district 
has been renamed as Jagdishpur. 

* The notification informing the 
change of name also states that the 
central government has not objected to 
the decision. 

* Islam Nagar village is located at a 
distance of about 12 km from Bhopal 
and is famous for forts. 

* 308 years ago, the name of Islam 
Nagar used to be Jagdishpur. 

* The iconic Mughal Gardens at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan was renamed 
Amrit Udyan recently. 


MAHARASHTRA 


Asia’s Largest Cluster 
Development Scheme 
Launched 

* Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde has 
launched Asia’s largest, ambitious and 
historic cluster development scheme in 
Thane on June 5, 2023. 

* Under the project, the integrated 
redevelopment project will be done on 
the lines of townships. 

* The occupants will get a 323 sq ft 
ownership house. 

e The scheme will be also 
implemented in Mumbai and the 
Mira-Bhayandar. 

* 10000 houses will be constructed in 
the Ist phase of cluster development 
in Thane on 1500-acre area. 


Ahmednagar Renamed 
Ahilyadevi Holkar Nagar 

e Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde 
announced the renaming of 
Ahmednagar district to Ahilya Nagar 
on June 5, 2023. 

e Renamed in honor of Ahilya Devi 
Holkar. She was an eminent ruler of 
the Malwa kingdom during the 18th 
century. 

* It is announced during a ceremony 
commemorating Ahilya Devi’s 298th 
birth anniversary. 

e Maharani Ahilya Devi Holkar is 
recognised as one of the most 
accomplished female rulers. 


84 


Maharashtra Cabinet Nod to 
‘Aai’ Tourism Policy 
* The Maharashtra Cabinet has 
approved the implementation of the 
‘Aai’ (mother) tourism policy on 
June 2, 2023. 
* It is the gender-inclusive tourism 
policy in an effort to empower women 
in the tourism industry. 
© The policy will be implemented through 
* the Directorate of Tourism (DoT) 
è Maharashtra Tourism Development 
Corporation (MTDC) 


e It aim is to create one lakh 
employment opportunities through 
this policy. 


Namo Shetkari 
Mahasanman Yojana 
Launched 


The ‘Namo Shetkari Mahasanman 
Yojana’ was approved in a Cabinet 
meeting chaired by Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde in Mumbai on May 30, 
2023. The Maharashtra government 
has approved this new financial 
scheme under which 7 6000 will be 
paid annually to over 1 crore farmers 
in the state. 


Chief Minister Shinde announced that 
this amount is in addition to the 

Z? 6000 being given to farmers by the 
Center under PM Kisan Yojana. 


The Maharashtra Cabinet also 
approved the implementation of 
‘Gender Inclusive Tourism Policy’ 
named ‘I’ to empower women in the 
tourism sector. 


Gender Inclusive Tourism 
Policy in Maharashtra 

e The Maharashtra Cabinet approved 
the implementation of the ‘Gender 
Inclusive Tourism Policy’ called ‘Aai’ 
under the ‘Ajadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ 
on May 30, 2023. 

e Similarly, approval was also given to 
start women’s bike-taxi services al 
some tourist spots in the State. 

¢ The policy will be implemented 
through Directorate of Tourism and 
Maharashtra Tourism Development 
Corporation in coordination with 
various schemes of all concerned 
departments. 


Cu CON Affa 


* Various measures will be 
implemented to provide business. 

employment opportunities to Wome 
in the field of tourism and to nab, 
women tourists to benefit from Sal 
tourism., 


‘Shasan Aplya Dari’ Initiatj 

° Ve 
Launched in Maharashtra 
« Eknath Shinde, Chief Minister T 
Government of Maharashtra launches 
the ‘Shasan Aplya Dari’ initiative in 
Satara district of Maharashtra on 
May 25, 2023. 
e The initiative aims to provide 
citizens easy access to government 
schemes and documents at one place 
e Around 75000 local people are 
expected to benefit from these Camps 


Maharashtra Government 
Approved Good Governance 
Regulations 

e Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde approved the first Good 
Governance Regulations in the county 
on May 22, 2023. 
e The purpose of the rules is to 
enhance accountability, accessibility, 
dynamism and transparency in state 
administration. 

* A separate cell will be set-up to 
address the effects of climate change. 
* 161 department-wise indices have 
been prepared to evaluate the 
performance of good governance. 


Maharashtra Government 


Approved Scholarships for 
Marine Research 
e Maharashtra gov 


ernment has 
decided to 


award scholarships to 
students who wish to pursue research 
studies in recognised foreign 
universities on May 3, 2023. 

* Research studies in the fields of 
Marine Science, Marine Ecology, 
Oceanography, Marine Biology, Marine 
Fisheries, Marine Biotechnology 
Microbiology and Biodiversity 


° The government h 
earmark an amount 
this purpose, 


mai approved to | 
of? 31.5 crore for | ` 


: Accordingly, scholarships will be | 
awarded to 25 students annually fe a 
the next three years. oie 
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maharashtra is the first state in the 
quntty to have a dedicated 
vu í 
l department for the purpose. 


Maharashtra Government 
Declared ‘Swatantraveer 
Gaurav Din’ 

+» The Maharashtra government 
jedared on April 13, 2023 that birth 
anniversary Of Vinayak Damodar . 
Savarkar (28 May), as ‘Swatantraveer 
Gaurav Diwas’. . 
e Various programmes will be 
organised to promote and propagate 
the thoughts and works of Veer 
Savarkar on Swatantraveer Gaurav 
Divas. 

‘ It aims to highlight Savarkar’s 
contribution to India’s independence 
movement, his ideology and his 
campaigns for social reforms and the 
eradication of untouchability. 


Maharashtra Budget 2023-24 
n | Presented 


‘ Maharashtra’s Deputy Chief Minister 
and Finance Minister Devendra 


Fadnavis presented a state Budget 
Worth ? 602008.33 crore for 2023-24 on 
ne} March,9, 2023. 
* The budget size is higher by z 20740 
“ore over the revised estimates for 
2022.23, 
x | * Fadnavis listed five goals — 
sustainable farming-rich farmers, 
Clusive growth, infrastructure 
velopment, employment generation 


Environment-friendly 
‘velopment. 
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* Additional cash benefit for farmers 
of 7 6000 under the ‘Namo Shetkari 
Mahasanman Nidhi’ that will 
supplement the Pradhan M 
Samman Nidhi Yojana. 


* Cash benefit of ` 


antri Krishi 


| 1800 per year for 
farmers in 14 Suicide-hit districts 


instead of grains distributed through 
PDS. 


* Under the new scheme Lek Ladki, 

families with yellow and orange ration 
cards will get a subsidy of % 5000 after 
the birth of a girl child, z 4000 in class 


I, 7 6000 in class VI and z 8000 in 
class XI. 


* A cash amount of % 75000 will be 
given to the beneficiary girl child on 
completion of 18 years of age. 


* Announcement of a new housing 
scheme called ‘Modi Awas Gharkul 
Yojana’, under which one million 


houses will be constructed for OBCs in 
the next three years. 


‘Jai Jai Maharashtra Majha’ 
Declared as Official State Song 
+ The Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde 
declared ‘Jai Jai Maharashtra Majha’ 


as State Song Sullivan on February 2, 
2023. 


e The state government announced 
the Jai Jai Maharashtra Majha is 
usually performed at school cultural 
events on May 1, second only to the 
national anthem. The song will now be 
played on official occasions. 

* The national anthem will always 
take precedence, and the state song 
will play at all government-organised 


events, according to rules established 
by the state Cabinet. 


Kala Ghoda Art Festival 2023 
Held 

e Kala Ghoda Arts Festival 2023 is 
being organised in Mumbai 
(Maharashtra) from Feb 4-12, 2023. 


e Kala Ghoda Kala Mahotsav is an arts 
festival organised in Mumbai, which 
was started in 1999 by Kala Ghoda 
Foundation. B 
* It is named Kala Ghoda because it is 
held at a place in the South Mumbal 
area where there is a statue of a black 
horse. 


MANIPUR 


Violence in Manipur 

* The violence in Manipur on May 9, 
2023 stems from disputes over land 
and special privileges. 

* Which have created divisions 
between religious and ethnic 
communities in the state. 

* The issue is related to the non-tribal 
Meitei community and the Kuki 
community. 


* The ethnic violence has its root in a 
10-year-old demand for a Scheduled 
Tribe (ST) tag for the Meitei 
community. 


e Manipur High Court (HC) has 
directed the State to pursue a 
10-year-old recommendation to grant 
ST status to the non-tribal Meitei 
community. 

e The violence escalated after the 
All-Tribal Student Union Manipur 
(ATSUM) organised a ‘tribal solidarity 
rally’ against the alleged move to 
include the Meiteis on the ST list. 


Manipur Budget 2023-24 
Presented 

* Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren 
Singh presented the state budget for 
2023-24 with an expenditure proposal 
of % 35022 crore on February 22, 2023. 
* The budget lays focus on key areas 
including infrastructure, education, 


agriculture, health and sports amongst 
other things. 


* The total Revenue Expenditure is 
estimated at % 20292 crore while the 


Capital outlay is estimated at % 10013 
crore. 


° In the Budget Estimate 2022-23, the 


total expenditure estimated was 
Z 34930 crore. 


* The Gross State Domestic Product 
(GSDP) for 2023-24 js estimated at 
= 45145 crore. 
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¢ The budget has also provided an 
allocation of % 2 crore for the 
promotion of millets in addition to 
funding provided under various 
Centrally Sponsored Schemes. 

« On the sports development front, the 
state government has allocated 2 7.2 
crore this vear. 


MIZORAM 


Mizoram Budget 2023-24 
Presented | 
* Mizoram CM Zoramthanga (holding 
the Finance portfolio) presented the 
State’s budget for the fiscal year 
2023-24 with a total layout of 

Z 14209.95 crore on February 13, 2023. 
* It is an increase of 2 201.80 crore 
from the last budget. 

* The revenue receipts amount to 

< 11489.63 crore and the capital 
receipts to % 2723.32 crore. 

* CM presented in the assembly a 
zero-deficit and non-surplus annual 
budget for the financial year 2023-24. 
e There was no proposal for levying 
new taxes or hiking the existing tax 
rates. . 

e An amount of % 595 crore has been 
set aside for the flagship program, the 
Socio-Economic Development 
Programme (SEDP). 

e According to Budget, 7 300 crore for 
family-oriented SEDP, Z 50 crore for 
the Healthcare Scheme, and z 25 crore 
for untied SEDP provided for 2023-24. 
e 260 crore has been allocated to MLA 
Local Area Development Fund. 


MEGHALAYA 
Dawki Land Port Inaugurated 


e The Dawki land port was 
inaugurated by Union Minister 
Nityanand Rai in Meghalaya’s West 
Jaintia Hills district on May 5, 2023. 
e The objective is to unite all the 
agencies and stakeholders under one 
roof. 

e The Dawki land port lies in West 
Jaintia Hills in Meghalaya, 
approximately 55 km away from the 
district headquarters, Jowai, and 
around 84 km from Meghalaya’s 


capital Shillong. 
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* The adjacent land port in 
Bangladesh is Tamabil, located in the 
Sylhet district. 


NAGALAND 


Nagaland to Set-up its First 
Medical College 

* The National Medical Commission 
(NMC) approved the setting-up of the 
Nagaland Institute of Medical Sciences 
and Research on April 20, 2023. 


* It will become the first medical 
college in the northeastern state of 
Nagaland. The academic session of the 
medical college will start from 
2023-24. 

¢ The medical college will have a 
capacity of 100 seats for MBBS 
students, including 85 seats will be 
reserved for Nagaland origin students. 


Annual Orange Festival 
2023 Held in Nagaland 


The 3rd edition of the two-day Orange 
Festival has been organised in 
Nagaland’s Rusoma village to mark 
the harvest of organic oranges in the- 
district. 

‘The orange festival was held from 
24th to 25th January 2023. The orange 
festival is held to display the 
harvested oranges from the village. 
The Rusoma village is situated about 
8 km from the state’s capital and 
cultivates pure organic oranges. 


ODISHA 


Odisha Chief Minister 
Reshuffled his Cabinet 

e Odisha Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik on Monday inducted three 
new ministers to his Cabinet. 

e These include senior BJD lawmakers 
Bikram Keshari Arukha, Sundam 
Marndi and Sarapda Prasad Nayak. 

¢ The trio had earlier served as 
ministers and this was their 
reinduction into the Cabinet. 

e This was Patnaik’s second Cabinet 
reshuffle in-his fifth term as the Chief 
Minister of the state. 

e Now, The Odisha’s Council of 
Ministers have 22 ministers, including 
the Chief Minister. 
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PM Modi Laid Foundation 
Stone & Dedicated Several 
Projects in Odisha 

a Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid 
the foundation stone and dedicate 
several railway projects worth more 
than 2 8000 crore in Odisha on 

May 18, 2023 via video conferencing. 
* During the event, he flagged-off the 
Vande Bharat Express between Puri 
and Howrah. 

* The train will cover 500 km distance 
and pass through Khordha, Cuttack, 
Jajpur, Bhadrak, Balasore districts in 
Odisha, Paschim Medinipur, and 
Purba Medinipur districts in West 


- Bengal. 


e Prime Minister also laid the 
foundation stone for redevelopment of 
Puri and Cuttack railway stations. 


Odisha CM Expanded ‘Special 
Development Councils’ in 
14 Districts 


_®* The Odisha government has 


expanded the jurisdiction of Special 
Development Councils (SDCs) from 9 
to 23 districts to improve the lives of 
84 lakh tribal people on May 17, 2023. 
e SDC is targeted intervention aims to 
uplift and improve the lives of the 
tribal communities residing in the 
state. 

¢ The primary objective of extending 
the jurisdiction of the SDC is to bring 
positive changes to the lives of the 
indigenous people in Odisha. 


‘Addiction Free Odisha’ 
Campaign Launched 

¢ President Droupadi Murmu 
launched the ‘Addiction Free Odisha’ 
campaign by the Brahma Kumaris 
Centre at Hatbadra in Mayurbhanj on 
May 5, 2023. 

* She appreciated the Brahma Kumaris 
Centre for being engaged in building a 
healthy society through Spirituality. 

ə Murmu wished for the success of the 
‘Addiction Free Odisha’ campaign 

+ The pe ae who is nie, a 
visit to nauve lstrict Mayurbhanj; i 
laid the foundation stones of 4 j, also 


community centre at SL 
to be built by NABARD S Trust School 
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» The «f the present social and 
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ihar Was the first state Lo have 
-hed the survey, the first phase of 
Í hich was launched on January 21 
) ra the second on April 15 this year. 
! ~~ Nadu Released Glossary of 
Tami! words Related to Climate 
change. A glossary of climate 
hange-related words and expressions 
in the Tamil language was released on 
april 30, 2023. 
‘ It is released by Tamil Nadu’s 
yiinister for Environment and Climate 
Change, Siva V. Meyyanathan, at a 
workshop in Coimbatore. 
« The glossary was prepared by 
Climate Trends, a Delhi-based 
consultancy that specialises in climate 
change research, capacity building and 
| policy advocacy. 


Odisha Declared 
Gandhamardan Hill as 
Biodiversity Heritage Site 

_* The Odisha government has declared 
the Gandhamardan hill as the third 
biodiversity heritage site of the state 

_ on March 25, 2023. 

_‘ The hill spans 18,963.898 hectare 

_ Over Bolangir and Bargarh districts. 

_* The status was accorded as per 
section 37 of the Biodiversity Act and 

; Rule 20(2) of the Odisha Biodiversity 
Rules, 2012, 
' Gandhamardan has become the 37th 
e, Podiversity heritage site of India. 
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Odisha Budget 2023-24 
, ‘tesented 
The Odisha State Finance Minister 
| ee Pujari presented a budget of 
3 lakh crore in the assembly on 
Cbruary 25, 2023. 
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According to the minister, Odisha is 


one ec ere ‘ 
ne of the few states in the county to 


ve > rovo 
become revenue surplus in 2023-24 


* The government is to keep 7 94000 
crore under its control. 
* As compared to 2022-23, the state 


government increased its programme 
expenditure by 25%, 


Key Highlights 

* = 2000 crores for paddy procurement 
* % 1879 crore for KALIA Scheme 

* 7 24829 crore for State Agriculture 

e Mission Shakti : % 6224 crore 

* Disaster Risk Management : 3700 
crore 

e For piped water connection : % 13215 
crore 

e Handloom : % 219 crore 

e Development of SC and ST : % 38437 
crore 

e Education : z 30030 crore 


PUNJAB 


Punjab Cabinet Expanded 

e AAP MLAs Gurmeet Singh Khudian 
and Balkar Singh took oath as new 
ministers in Punjab on May 31, 2023 
as the Bhagwant Mann government 
expanded its Cabinet. 

« Punjab Governor Banwarilal Purohit 
administered the oath of office and 
secrecy to the new ministers at the Raj 
Bhavan in Chandigarh. 

e Khudian, 60, is legislator from Lambi 
seat in Muktsar. 

e He was the party’s ‘slayer’ who 
defeated five-time Chief Minister 
Parkash Singh Badal from his home 
turf by a margin of 11396 votes in the 
2022 Punjab Assembly polls. 


Punjab now First State to 
Enforce ‘Right to Walk’ 

* Punjab has become the first Indian 
State to implement the ‘Right to walk’ 
on May 11, 2023 by making it 


= STATE AFFAIRS 


mandatory for all road-ownins 


agencies. It is mandatory for the 


National Highways Authority of India 
(NHAT), to prov ide footpaths and cycle 
tracks in all future expansion of roads 
and construction of new ones. 

* This is a part of the efforts of Punjab 
to control the number of accidents of 
pedestrians and cyclists. 

* These directions were issued by the 
government of Punjab following court 
orders after Public Interest Litigations 
(PILs) filed at the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court and SC of India. 


Punjab Budget 2023-24 
Presented 

* Punjab Finance Minister Harpal 
Singh Cheema today presented a 7? 1.96 
lakh crore state budget for financial 
year 2023-24 in the State assembly on 
March 10, 2023. 

* The main focus of the first full 
budget of AAP government is on 
agriculture, education and health. 

e Capital Expenditure estimates has 
been pegged at 7 11782 crore, which is 
an increase of 22% over the previous 
year. 

» The Punjab budget allocated % 9331 
crore for free power in the state and 

Z 7780 crore for power subsidy to 
domestic consumers. 

e 75 crore have been given to create a 
brand image and publicity campaigns 
for tourism sector in the state. 

e 74781 crore have been allocated for 
health and family welfare, which is 
11% more than the previous year. 

e The transport sector received an 
allocation of % 567 crore, which is 42% 
more than the previous year. 

* Z 30 crore proposed for effectively 
combating cyber-crime. 

* An outlay of ? 3751 crore has been 
provisioned for fiscal incentives to 
industries, which is an increase of 19% 
over last year. 


New Industrial and Electric 
Vehicle Policies in Punjab 

* The Punjab Cabinet under the 
chairmanship of Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann approved the new 


industrial and electric vehicle policies 
on February 3, 2023, 
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* The approval of both the policies 
comes days ahead of an investors’ 
summit to be organised by the state 
government in Mohali. 

e Cabinet approved the state’s new 
industrial policy, with infrastructure, 
power, MSMEs key focus areas. 

e The Cabinet approved to Punjab 
Electric Vehicle Policy (PEVP) 2022 
with a move to check the 
environmental pollution in the state 
due to emission from vehicles. 


PUDUCHERRY 


Puducherry Budget 2023-24 
Presented 

* Puducherry Chief Minister N. 
Rangasamy, holding the finance 
portfolio, presented % 11600 crore 
budget for 2023-24 in the Territorial 
Assembly on March 13, 2023. 

¢ Union Territory's own resources is 
Z 6154.54 crore in the budget. 

e Normal Central assistance including 
Disaster Fund is % 3117.77 crore and 
z 620 crore as Centrally sponsored 
schemes. 

e The remaining ? 1707.69 crore will 
be mobilised from open market 
borrowings and loans from Central 
Financial] Institutions. 

e The Chief Minister made various 
announcements in the budget. 

¢ The scheme for cultivation of a 
millets is proposed to be implemented 
in the International year of millets 
2023 to encourage of the farmers to 
cultivate millets. e o 

* Under the pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana urban scheme, additionally 
2500 beneficiary lead construction 
houses will be completed. 

« Subsidy at the rate of rupees 300 per 
month, for 12 LPG cylinders for year, 
will be given for all the family ration 
card holders. 


RAJASTHAN 

Rajasthan Passed Right to 
Health Bill 

+ The state of Rajasthan became the 
first state in the country to pass the 
Right to Health Bill in the Assembly 
on March 21, 2023. 

e The Bill gives every resident of the 
state the right to emergency treatment 


ga 


and care ‘without prepayment of | 
requisite fee or charges’ by any public 
health institution/centtes. 

e It defines a ‘health care 
establishment’ as the whole or any 
part of a public or private institution, 
facility, building or place operated to 
provide health care. 
e If a patient does not pay the charges 
after emergency care, stabilisation and 
referral, the government will 
reimburse the health care provider. 


19 New Districts and 3 
New Divisions Announced 


Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot 
announced the creation of 19 new 
districts and 3 new divisions in the 
state on March 17, 2023. Rajasthan will 
now have 50 districts and 10 divisions. 


Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot to make 
Anupgarh, Balotra, Beawar, Deeg, 
Didwana-Kuchaman, Dudu, Gangapur 
City, Jaipur North, Jaipur South, 
Jodhpur East, Jodhpur West, Kekri, 
Kotputli-Behror, Khairthal, Neem Ka 
Thana, Phalodi, Salumbar, Sanchor 
and Shahpura districts. 

The CM also declared adding three 
new administrative : Sikar, Banswara 
and Pali. Rajasthan now has the third 
highest number of districts in the 
country after Uttar Pradesh (75) and 
Madhya Pradesh (52). 


TELANGANA 

Mega ‘Yoga Festival’ in 
Hyderabad 

e Morarji Desai National Institute of 
Yoga (MDNIY) under the Union 
Ministry of AYUSH organised a mega 
‘Yoga Festival’ at NCC Parade Ground 
(Hyderabad) on May 28, 2023. 
Telangana Governor Dr. Tamilisai 
Soundararajan was the chief guest at 
the Yoga Festival being organised at 
NCC Parade Ground (Hyderabad). 

* This event was organised 25 days 
before the Yoga Festival to be held in 
Jabalpur (Madhya Pradesh) on the 
occasion of ‘International Yoga Day’ On 
June 21, 2023. 

e Union Minister for Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways and AYUSH 
Sarbananda Sonowal announced the 
theme of International Day of Yoga 


enema 
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this year as ‘Yoga for Vasudhaiy, 
Kutumbakam’. 


Telangana Achieved 1099, | ' 
Coverage of PMJDY ° 
+ Telangana’s achievement of 100% f 
coverage of PMJDY is a significan, l 
milestone in promoting financia] 

inclusion and empowering individyay t i 
across the state on May 27, 2023 ah 5 
e Since the launch of this nationa | . 
mission, the state has made f 


remarkable progress in extending 3 
banking services to all s@&tions of the É ° 
population. i 
+ The PMJDY is a National Mission p| Í 
Financial Inclusion that aims to 3 
provide affordable access to financial | ° 
services. , 
e Financial services means banking f 
savings and deposit accounts, ° 


remittance, credit, insurance and p 
pension. a 
Insurance Scheme for i 
Toddy Tappers in Telangana | | 
e Telangana CM K. Chandrasekhar - 
Rao is set to introduce the ‘Geetha F 


Karmikula Bhima’ (insurance for 
toddy tappers) on the lines of Rythu | 
Bhima for farmers on May 2, 2023. 


¢ Insurance money of 2 5 lakh would | ° 
be deposited diréctly in the bank t 
account of the respective family i 
members in case any toddy tapper dies 
accidentally while collecting toddy | 
from palm trees in the fields. | i 
> The CM instructed State Finance | ê 
Minister T. Harish Rao and Excise and | > 
Prohibition Minister V. Srinivas Goud | I 


to prepare guidelines for the new l; 
insurance scheme 
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' miached in Telangana 
„Anā became the first State to 
T ot + Cool Roof Policy 2023-2028 
4. 2023. 
d al making the State 
oe comfortable, heat resilient 


„mali 
a to cul down energy consumption. 
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yigcations. 
pal Administration and Urban 
Minister KT Rama Rao 


q M unici 
i pev! „opment Min 
Jaun ched this policy. 

» For residential buildings that have 
plot area of 600 square yards and 
above, cool roof application is 


maridatory- 


Telangana Government 
| Launched India’s First ‘Cool 
| Roof Policy’ 
| . Yelangana became the first State to 
introduce a Cool Roof Policy 2023-2028 
or: April 4, 2023. 
į | « taimed at making the State 
- thernaally comfortable, heat resilient 
andto cul down energy consumption. 
is) » It vvas effective from April 1 this 
| year \2023) and was already 
incorporated with building permissions 
| applications. 
pi * Municipal Administr 
yi Devel opment Minister 
| launched this policy. 
| e For residential buildings that have 
plot area of 600 square yards and 
, above , cool roof application is 
mand atory. 


ation and Urban 
KT Rama Rao 
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i a . 
z Water Bodies Launched in 
_ Telangana 
* Telangana governme 
0 Al amme to rejuvenal 
i “a yp 50 water bodies in and 
i yder abad on March 28, 2023. 
pt i Minister K. Taraka Rama Rao 
‘lpn the ‘Lakes Development 
, | “Togreumme’ at Khajaguda Lake. 


nt has launched 
e and 
around 
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+ Of the 50 lakes, 25 are in C;sreater 
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation 
eee eis and the remaining 25 

in Hyderabad Metropolitan 
Development Authority (HMDA) 
limits. 


Telangana Budget 2023-24 
Presented 

4 The Finance Minister of Telangana 
State, T. Harish Rao, presented a 
Tax-free budget of % 290396 crore for 
the 2023-24 fiscal year on Feb. 6, 202 


r oiia 
EPEA A 


Ja 


» The budget consists of a total 
revenue expenditure of = 211685 crore 
and a capital expenditure of Z 37525 


crore. 

e This is approximately z 34000 crore 
higher than the previous year's budget 
of 7 2.56 lakh crore for 2022-23. 

ə The state economy has recovered 
very fast from the Covid impact and 
the state share in the country’s GDP 
has been recorded at 4.9%. 

e The per capita income of Telangana 
is estimated to increase from &% 112162 
in 2013-14 to’ 317115 in the current 
fiscal. 

e The Agriculture, Irrigation and 
Welfare departments have received 
major allocations among others. 

e CMK. Chandrasekhar Rao’s 

Dalit Bandhu scheme has 
been allotted ? 17 thousand 700 crore. 
e The scheme provides financial 
assistance al the rate of 7 10 lakh per 
beneficiary tO take up any business of 


their choice. 
TAMIL NADU 


India’s Biggest Skywalk 
Bridge Inaugurated 


+ The inaugurated skywalk bridge was 
officially opened by Tamil Nadu Chiet 
Minister MK Stalin on May 17, 2023. 


brainchild 


was spanning 570 M 


. Skywalk bridge 
n width. 


in length and 4.2 m1 

e This skywalk bridge serves as 4 
ion between the 

and T. 


crucial connec t 
ation 


Mambalam railway S! 


Nagar bus terminus. 


India’s Biggest skywalk 


e It is one of 
Bridge. 
12-hour Duty gill Passed in 


Tamil Nadu Assembly 
» The Tamil Nadu Legislative 


Assembly passed the Factories — 
(Amendment) Act 2023 on April 21, 


2023. 

+ The Bill seeks 
work shift of factory workers 
current 8 hours to }2 hours, meaning 


they can choose to work four days 


a week. 

o The rest three da 
and the existing TU 
overtime, pay €tc- wW 
e The revised 12 hours O 


has not been extended to all 
and factories, but will be 


d ‘only where workers 


e daily 


to increase th 
from the 


ys will be paid leave 
les on leave, 

il] not change. 

f daily work 


companies 
implemente 
prefer it’. 


Governor gave Assent to Bill 
Banning Online Gambling 

* Tamil Nadu Prohibition of Online 
Gambling and Regulation of Online 
Games Bill notified on April 11, 2023, 
after state governor RN Ravi gave his 
assent to the Bill. 

e Pending for several months, the law 
was published in the Government 
Gazette, following the assent from 
Governor RN Ravi. 

ə Any person indulging in online 
gambling shall be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to three months or with a fine 
up to % 5000 or both. 


Tamil Nadu State Disaster 
Management 
Plan 2023 Released 


: Chief Minister MK Stalin released the 
ramil Nadu State Disaster Management 


Plan, 2023 on March 25, 2023 


. It lists out actions plans in case of 
-e natural and human-mad j 
anni - earthquake, cyclone i 
sunami, flood f ' 
: , urban flo i 
pape od str 
and chemical disasters a 
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* It also considers biological and 
public health emergency, nuclear and 
radiological disasters and fire. 


* It aim is to build a safe and disaster 
resilient Tamil Nadu through inclusive 
development and Mainstreaming 
disaster risk reduction into the 
Sustainable development ethos of the 
State. 


Tamil Nadu Budget 2023 
Presented 

* Tamil Nadu Finance Minister 
Palanivel Thiaga Rajan presented the 
Budget for the financia] year 2023-24 
in the State Legislative Assembly in 
Chennai on March 20, 2023. 

* Tamil Nadu’s budgeted fiscal deficit 
for FY24 has risen to Z 92075 crore, 
which is 3.25% of the Gross State 
Domestic Product and Within the XV 


Finance Commission limit of 3.5% of 
GSDP. 


* Although the outstanding debt has 
crossed ? 7 lakh crore, accounting for 
25.63% of GSDP in 2023-24, this is also 
within the limits. 

* However, the nominal growth 
assumed for FY24 is too Optimistic at 
14.5%, which has resulted in the 
State’s own tax revenue growth being 
budgeted at 19%, 

* State announced 2 1000 per month 
for ‘eligible’ women homemakers. 

? 7000 crore will be allotted this year 
for the scheme. 

* The morning breakfast scheme to all 
30122 government primary schools 
from next academic year, finance 
minister announced in his budget 
speech for 2023-24. 

* Neo-tidel parks to be expanded in 3 
more locations including Chengalpet 
and Erode in an area of ] lakh sq ft. 

* Two more factories to manufacture 
non-learther footwear coming al 
Ranipet and Kallakurichi providing 
employment for 32000 women. 

* Government has decided to launch 
metro rail services in Coimbatore. 
Madurai to have metro rail facility at a 
cost of % 8500 crore. 


Tamil Mandatory for State 


Government Service 
* The Tamil Nadu Assembly amended 
a legislation, to make securing a pass 


On 


in Tamil language paper compulsory 
for recruitment to State government 
services on January 13, 2023. 


* The act was amended with 
retrospective effect, from Dec. 1, 
2021. 

* Tamil Nadu Government Servants 
(Conditions of Service) Amendment 
Bill, 2023, for making Tamil language 
papers compulsory for recruitment to 
government services. 

* The Bill, allows candidates who do 
not possess adequate knowledge of 
Tamil at the time of application to 
apply. 

e Candidates should pass a ‘second 
class language test’ in Tamil in 2 years 
from the date of their appointment, 
failing which they would be 
discharged from service. 


TRIPURA 


Queen Pineapple 
Produced in Tripura 


* The famous organic Queen Pineapple 
produced in Tripura was launched by 
Union Agriculture Minister Narendra 
Singh Tomar in a programme held in 
Delhi on May 19, 2023. 


* Tripura’s Agriculture and Farmers’ 
Welfare Minister Ratanlal Nath was 
also present in this programme. 

* This region has achieved huge 
success in organic farming. 

e Sikkim has already being declared 
an Organic state and Tripura too is 
heading on the same path, 


Tripura Bagged Award 
in Implementation of 
e-Procurement 


Tripura’s recent award as the 
best-performing State in the 
North-Eastern region for 
e-Procurement is a significant 
achievement for the 


State on April 5, 
2023. 


The award was Presented ata 
National Workshop on e-Procurement 
organised by the Union Ministry of 
Finance and the Ministry of Electronic 
and Information Technology, 


Award ceremony held at the India 
Habitat Center in New Delhi. 


f| 
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School of Logistics 
Inaugurated in Tripura 
e Union Minister Sarbananda Sono, 
inaugurated the School of Logistics V4 
Waterways and Communication b 
Agartala on January 12, 2023. 

* It has been set-up under State 
Institute of Public Administration 
Rural Development (SIPARD), 

* SIPARD is an autonomous body 
funded by the Government of Tr 
and by Ministry of Rural Deve 


a'r 


ipu É! 
lopmen, 
e The school will enable research, 
training and workshops in the 
transportation and logistics Sector. 


e The school’s mission is to tap int, 
the economic potential of the 
Northeast by harnessing the human 
resources of the region's Waterways 
and transportation sector. 


UTTAR PRADESH 


Foundation Laid for Ten 
National Highway Projects 

e Union Minister Nitin Gadkari laid 
the foundation stone for ten Nation] 
Highway projects on 12 June 2023 

e It is worth over z 8000 crore and 
foundation stone laid at Pratapgarh 
and Deoria in Uttar Pradesh. 

e Union Minister laid the foundation 
stone of 5 NH Projects worth z 2200 
crore in Pratapgarh. 

* Union Minister also laid the 
foundation stone of 5 NH projects 
Worth 2 6215 Crore in Deoria. 

* All these Projects will encourage: 
investment in UP and Create new 
employment Opportunities. 


reasonable pr 


* Itis pr i | 

ee, Proposed to form a Dairy ferme! 
ucer organisation (Dairy FPQ). 

ate to sale of 

rs villages itself. 

' a plan to set-up 5 dairy 


i l IStricts of > N À ` 
Pilot Project. the state as n 


, Service Launched 
gide Ho Line’ 14567 service was 
the ‘Ele “ {he UP Social Welfare 
_ches a on June 6, 2023. 
ym ç to rescue destitute 
provide them shelter 


4 


‘ 


he objec VE l 
4 »psons and 
age home». ; 
y Line’ 14567 service has been 
Í a actively responding to 

z related to older persons. 

B jative is the brainchild of 
5 The pä f State (Independent 
sf Social Welfare Aseem 


e was earlier headed the 
be helpline 112. 


emergen Y 

d High Court 
or Carbon Dating of 
shivling’ at Gyanvap! 
habad High Court has 


. The Alla 
13, 2023- to 


d the ASI on May 


ordere ; 
conduct 4 carbon dating test ofa 
chivling’ located inside the Gyanvapi 


Mosque in varanasi, India. 

. The court order came in response to 
a petition filed by a group of Hindu 
activists, which claimed that the 
mosque was built on the site of a 

Hindu temple. 

. Activists argued that the ‘Shivling’ 
inside the mosque was proof of the 
presence of a pre-existing Hindu 

temple at the site. 

* The carbon dating test will be carried 
out by a team of experts from the 
Physical Research Laboratory in 
Ahmedabad (Gujarat). 

* Gyanvapi Mosque is al 7th-century 
mosque located in Varanasi, one of the 
holiest cities in India. 


UP Hold 2nd Position in 

Gl-Tagged Products 

* Uttar Pradesh (UP) has now come 

second in the country in terms of 

maximum number of items with 

Geographical Indication tag On 

May 16, 2023. 

* The ODOP crafts which have g0! 

Gl-tag include Mainpuri Tarkash1, 

Salts Gaura Stone Craft and 

sambhal Horn Craft. 

"es Nadu leads with 55 Gl-tag>, 

ania by UP and Karnataka with 48 
46 GI products, respectively. 


af ts. wiles 50273 


Citrona are » 


* However 
ever, UP ranks first in terms of 


Gl-tagged | 
he landicrafts, wi ; . 
to its credit. S, with 36 crafts 


Online Education Programme 
Pahal’ Inaugurated for 

Rural Children 

e UP Chief secretary Durga Shankar 
Mishra inaugurated an online rural 

education programme ‘Pahal’ at 


Sarojini Nagar (Lu 
c ckno Z 
2023. w) on May 15, 


œ This programme has been prepared 


by the department of secondary 
education in collaboration with 
IIT-Kanpur. 

e The initiative aims to provide 
educational opportunities to rural 
children who have limited access to 
quality education. 

e ‘Pahal’ is designed to bridge the 
education gap between rural and 
urban areas. 


Digital Health Cards for 
Children in Uttar Pradesh 

e Uttar Pradesh has become the first 
state in the country to make digital 
health cards for children on May 5, 
2023. 

e In order to provide quality education 
to every student, Yogi Government has 
started ‘School Health Programme’ 
under Urban Development Department 
and Lucknow Smart City. 

+ Under the pilot project, School 
Health Programme has been started by 
Lucknow Smart City in three schools 
of Lucknow. 

« In this, a digital health report card is 
ed for the physical and 

h of 1765 students 
studying in municipal schools. 

« Along with this, the benefit of health 
insurance ofz 25 thousand is also 
being given to these children. 


being prepar 
mental healt 


= STATE AFFAIN> 


UP Government to Develop a 
Theme Park on the Lines 
of Disneyland 


» The UP government pl 
a theme park named 


anned to 


develop , of 

‘Ramland’ in Ayodhya on the lines 

Disneyland to showcase the story 9° 
rists ON 


Lord Ram and attract tou 


May 5, 2023. 

» The park aims to provid 
unique learning experience with 
entertainment, catering to both 
children and adults. 

* The development of Ayodhya as 4 
global tourism hotspot is part of the 
‘Ayodhya Vision 2047’ initiative. 


UP on Track to be First Indian 
State with 100% EVsin 
Government Departments 

e The government of Uttar pradesh 
has launched an ambitious plan to 
promote the adoption of Electric 
Vehicles (EVs) in the state on April 20, 
2023. 

e As part of this initiative, the 
government has set 4 target to convert 
all vehicles used by government 
departments into EVs by 2030, in a 
phased manner. 

e By achieving the target of converting 
all government vehicles into EVs 
before 2030, UP aims to become the 
first state in the country to have 100% 
EVs in its government departments. 


e visitors 4 


e UP government has issued 
instructions to all government 
departments to promote the usage of 
Electric Vehicles (EVs) by purchasing 
them on a nomination basis without 


tender. 


World’s first Jatayu 
Conservation and Breeding 
Centre Set-up in Uttar 

Pradesh 

e The Jatayu Conservation and 

Breeding Centre (JCBC) has been 

set-up as the world’s first conservation 
and breeding centre built on April 10 
2023. ' 

« It designed exclusively for the 
conservation of Asian king vulture. The 
JCBC is built at Farenda in Maharaigani 
district, located in the Gorakhpur os : 
Division of Uttar Pradesh. ii 
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e The objective of this centre is to 
breed king vultures in captivity 

and release them in the wild to 
maintain a sustainable population of 
the species. 

* The Asian king vulture is critically 
endangered and protected under the 
Wildlife Protection Act. 


Scheme for Handloom and 
Powerloom Weavers 

* The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet approved 
the Chief Minister Handloom and 
Powerloom Industry Development 
Scheme (General) on April 5, 2023. 

e The scheme will improve the social 
and economic standard of living of 
handloom and powerloom weavers by 
creating maximum employment. 

* The Cabinet has also approved the 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Powerloom 
Weaver Electricity Flat Rate Scheme. 


PM MITRA Parks Launched 

in Lucknow 

e PM MITRA Parks launched in 
Lucknow and Hardoi districts of Uttar 
Pradesh on April 18, 2023. 

e The total area of PM Mitra Park 
Lucknow will be 1000 acres. 

e In which an investment of % 10000 
crore is expected and it is likely to 
provide employment to 1 lakh people 
directly and 2 lakh people indirectly. 

* These parks will give an impetus to 
the local economy as well as generate 
employment opportunities. 

e Uttar Pradesh has a rich tradition of 
textiles, a big market and a consumer 
base.. 


Uttar Pradesh Gunvatta 
Sankalp Launched 

+ The government of Uttar Pradesh 
and Quality Council of India launched 
the Uttar Pradesh Gunvatta Sankalp 
(Uttar Pradesh Quality Mission) at 
Lucknow on March 23, 2023. 

e It was launched in collaboration 
with industry associations — 
ASSOCHAM, FICCI, IIA and PHDCCI. 
+ The Sankalp was inaugurated by 
Deputy CM of UP, Brajesh Pathak and 
launched by the Minister of 
Cooperation (1C), JPS Rathore in the 
August 2022. 
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e Several policy makers, industry 
leaders, practitioners and academia, 
aimed at promoting and prioritising 
quality across various sectors and 
make it a reality for every citizen in 
the State. 


New Sports Policy 2023 
in Uttar Pradesh 


Uttar Pradesh Cabinet, chaired by 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, 
approved the New Sports Policy 2023 
on March 10, 2023. 


In the new sports policy, special 
consideration has been given to 
everything ranging from the players’ 
physical fitness to their training. 
Along with this, various provisions 
have been made to support the 
development of new institutions, and 
connect schools, colleges, and private 
academies with sports. 


The unique aspect is that, after 
researching sports policies from other 
states, the state government 
incorporated their beneficial 
provisions in the Sports Policy 2023. 


UP Molasses Control Amend. 
Bill 2023 Passed 

* The UP-Molasses Control 
Amendment Bill 2023 was passed in 
the UP Legislative Assembly on | 
February 27, 2023. 

* Regarding the Bill, the government 
made it clear in the House that with 
the introduction of this Bill, no tax will 
be imposed on the farmers or on 
jiggery. 

e A regulatory charge of z 20 per 
quintal will be taken from the 
Khandsari unit. 

e This Bill will not only control the 
transportation of illegal molasses but 
also curb the manufacture of illegal 
liquor. 


Uttar Pradesh Budget 2023-24 
Presented 

* The Finance Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh Suresh Kumar Khanna 
recently presented the Budget of the 
State in the UP legislative Assembly on 
February 22, 2023. 

* The State has focused on youth in 
this year’s budget and a total of 

Z 690000 crore have been allocated. 


m, 


_ ___ Current Affairs. 
. J 


Highlights 

e Chief Minister Kanya Sumangala 
Yojana : Z 1050 crore allocated 

* The State government allocated 

Z 4032 crore for destitute widows 

* Samuhik Vivah : 2 600 crore 
allocated. This scheme is for girls of all 
classes and wil help in their Marriage 
* Swami Vivekananda Youth 
Empowerment Scheme : To provide 
tablets and smartphones; 2 3600 crore 
allocated 

* Dharmarth Marg : To boost religious 
tourism : % 1000 crore 

* Z 150 crore allocated for the 
Marriage Grant Scheme. It is for 
daughters of OBC families. 

* = 3000 crore proposed from State 
Road Fund to maintain roads in the 
state 


e Target : 20000 new jobs to be created 
within one year 


* 7 7248 crore proposed for a Pension 
scheme 


* = 12631 crore proposed for Nationa! 
Rural Health Mission 


‘Family ID’ Portal Launched 

* The UP government has launched an 
online portal, ‘Family ID — One Family 
One Identity’ on February 8, 2023 to 
make access to govt schemes easier for 
the families of the state. 


* Its objective is to provide free or 
subsidised ration to those families who 
do not have ration cards and are not 
eligible for the National Food Security 
Scheme. 

* Through the portal, families can 
create their ID and can avail the 
benefits of the schemes. It will create a 
comprehensive database of households 
in Uttar Pradesh. 


UP Emerged Top 

Gaming Destination 

* Uttar Pradesh has emerged as the 
top location for mobile gamers on. 
January 15, 2023. 

°- According to the India Mobile 
Gaming Report 2022 issued by the 
gaming platform Mobile Premié e 
League (MPL), Up followed by r 


Maharashtra, Rajasth : 
, an, : 
West Bengal. Bihar, and 
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po 


nong the most popular games 
red bY participants were Ludo Dice 
play. and Ladders, Carrom, Fruit 


e: 
P glock puzzle, and Poker, 
pal: 


according to the research, 36% of all 
d 


ames in the state were played in 
cknow, Kanpur, Varanasi, 
Praziabal and Allahabad in Uttar 
pradesh. India overtook Japan as the 
top Use! of mobile games in 2016, 


yTTARAKHAND 


our-day Shri Anna Mahotsav 


in Dehradun 

| shri Anna Mahotsav, Millets festival, 
organised in Dehradun (Uttrakhand) 
on May 13, 2023. 

» Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami 
inaugurated Shri Anna Mahotsav at 
yathibarkala. 

. Thousands of farmers from across 
the state are participated in the 
four-day event. 

. More than 100 stalls of coarse grains 
were set-up in the festival. 


CM's Skill Upgradation and 
Global Employment Scheme 


in Uttarakhand 

. CM of Uttarakhand Pushkar Singh 
Dhami-led Uttarakhand government 
approved ‘Chief Minister's Skill, 
Upgradation and Global Employment 
Scheme’ on May 8, 2023. 

* The Scheme aims to groom youths of 
the state and make them ready for 
seeking jobs in foreign nations. 

* Apart from grooming and upskilling, 
the government will also help aspiring 
youth in the procedures related to 
tickets, visas of the selected 

candidates. 

* An application has been developed 
on the ‘Apuni Sarkar Portal’ to create a 
database related to youth seeking 
employment abroad. 


‘A-HELP’ Programme 
Launched in the State 

of Uttarakhand 

* The CM of Uttarakhand, Mr. 

Pushkar Singh Dhami launched 
‘A-HELP’ (Accredited Agen for Health 
and Extension of Livestock ' 
Production) programme in t 
on April 13, 2023. 

* Under the A-Help scheme envisage 
by the Government of India, women 
have been selected to strengthen 
livestock related activities in remote 
rural areas. 
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Uttarakhand Budget 2023-24 


À. Uttarakhand Finance Minister Prem 
Chand Aggarwal presented a Budget of 
? 77407.08 crore for 2023-24 on 

March 15, 2023. 


* It is an inclusive budget which 
promises development of all including 
youth, farmers, women and 
development of health infrastructure. 


° %10459.55 crore are allocated for 
education and youth welfare which is 
the largest allocation followed by the 
Health Department (allocation of 

t 4217.87 crore). The Budget has a 
revenue surplus of % 4309.55 crore. 


e There is an increase of 18.05% in this 
year’s total budget expenditure and a 
rise of 21.16% in capital expenditure as 
compared to last financial year. 


Uttarakhand’s New 
Anti-Copying Law 

* The Governor of Uttarakhand gave 
his assent to an ordinance brought by 
the Pushkar Singh Dhami-led 
government on February 16, 2023. 

e It aim is to prevent the use of unfair 
means in examinations. The name of 
the ordinance is Uttarakhand 
Competitive Examinations (Measures 
for Control and Prevention of Unfair 
Means in Recruitment) Ordinance, 
2023. 

e It provides for a fine of up to 7 10 
crore and life imprisonment for the 
guilty. The ordinance aims to reduce 
cheating during examinations and 
promote fairness in the educational 
system, 


India’s First Green Solar Panel 
Factory in Uttarakhand 

e Luminous Power Technologies on 
January 27, 2023 announced its plan 
to build the country’s first green 
energy-based solar panel 
manufacturing factory in Uttarakhand. 
e The new manufacturing plant 
located in Rudrapur İs expected to be 
fully operational by the end of 2023. 

» The plant has been certified as a 
green facility by the Indian Green 


Building Council (IGBC) and will 
reduce CO, emissions by over 70 
million tonnes per year. 

* This solar panel facility is completely 
robotic and will harness energy from 
100% solar power. 


Uttarakhand Govt. Approved 
10% Horizontal Reservation 

* Uttarakhand government approved 
10% horizontal reservation for 
statehood activists in state government 
jobs on March 14, 2023. 

* This proposal of reservation in 
government jobs to the state agitators 
and their dependents was approved by 
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami. 
* For the last 12 years, the workers 
agitating for the formation of the state 
are not getting the benefit of 
reservation in government jobs. 

ə Along with this, it was decided to 
increase the MLA Area Development 
Fund from @ 3.75 crore to 7 5 crore. 


Shaurya Sthal Inaugurated 

in Uttarakhand 

e Union Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami inaugurated the Shaurya 
Sthal located at Chirbagh on 

January 14, 2023. 

+ The Union Defence Minister and the 
Chief Minister paid tribute to the 
martyred warriors of Uttarakhand by 
offering a wreath at Shaurya Sthal on 
this occasion. 

» Shaurya Sthal is a war memorial 
dedicated to martyred soldiers of the 
state. 


30% Women’s Reservation 

Bill Approved in Uttarakhand 
e Uttarakhand Governor Lt. Gen. 
Gurmit Singh (retd) has approved on 
January 10, 2023 the 30% horizontal 
reservation to domicile women of the 
state in the government jobs bill. 

* The State Assembly of Uttarakhand 
passed the Uttarakhand Public 
Services (Horizontal Reservation for 
Women) Bill in November 2022. 

+ This Bill 2022 provides women of the 
state with 30% horizontal reservation 
in public sectors and posts. 

¢ The beneficiaries need to be women 
with a domicile certificate of 
Uttarakhand. 

* Horizontal Reservation refers to the 
equal opportunity provided to other 
categories of beneficiaries such as 
women, the transgender community, 
or individuals with disabilities. 


Meta Released ‘Human-Like’ Al 
Image Creation Model 

e Meta has released a New 
‘Human-Like’ Artificial Intelligence 
model called I-JEPA on June 14, 2023. 

e It will provide academics access to 
parts of a new ‘human-like’ artificial 
intelligence model. 

* It claims is better than current models 
at analysing and finishing incomplete 
photos. 

e It helps the technology avoid mistakes 


that are typical of Al-generated graphics. 
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e Meta is the company that owns 
Facebook and Instagram. 


MeitY Collaborated with 
Google for Online Safety 
Campaign 

* The Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY) has 
announced a collaboration with 
Google on cyber safety on June 14, 
2023. 

* It aiming to amplify the 
government's ‘Stay Safe Online’ 
campaign. 


» Google will work with Indian govt to 
launch a series of videos featuring 
YouTube creators. 


+ The videos will focus on specific 
skills. It will help users to evaluate the 
quality of information available on the 
internet. i 


e With over 700 million Indians using 
the internet and driving transformative 
innovations through digital 
technologies. 


World’s Most Powerful 
Hypersonic Wind Tunnel in 
China 


e China's completion of the world’s 
most powerful hypersonic wind 
tunnel, the JF-22, on June 8, 2023. 


* It represents a significant milestone 
in the country’s pursuit of hypersonic 
technology. 


* The JF-22 wind tunnel, located in 
Beijing’s Huairou district. 

e It boasts impressive Capabilities, 
including the ability to simulate 
hypersonic flight conditions at speeds 
up to Mach 30. Mach 30 is about 
20000 mph or 9000 m/s or 

37044 km/hr. 


Israel Tested First 
Autonomous Flying Taxi 

. Israel has begun conducting initial 
tests of autonomous drones that could 


one day serve as publi 
IC f . : 
on June 8, 2023. Tansportation 
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government Launched 
Electronics Repair Services 
outsourcing 

, Union Ministry of Electronics & IT 
jgunched Electronics Repair Services 
outsourcing (ERSO) on May 31, 2023. 


. Jt aims to promote India as a hub for 


| repairing electronic goods and to 

assess the feasibility and potential of 
capturing 20% of the global repair 
service market within 5 years. 

« The pilot is being held in Bengaluru 
and will be run for three months. 


, India’s e-waste policy will be 


‘modified to enable repair companies to 


domestically recycle 5% of imported 
goods by weight on a trial basis. 


* The repaired goods will not be — 
permitted to be sold in the domestic 


market. 


Purana Qila Excavations 
Revealed Pre-Mauryan 
Era Settlement 


* An excavation at the site of Delhi's 


. These evidences have revealed nine 
cultural levels, representing differer 
historical periods, including 
pre-Mauryan, Mauryan, Sunga, 
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Microsoft Launched 
‘Jugalbandi’ 

* Microsoft has launched Jugalbandi 
a generative Al driven multilingual 
chatbot accessible via popular 
messaging platform, WhatsApp on 
May 24, 2023. 


* The bot has been especially made t 
cover areas of rural India which aren’ 
easily penetrated through media and 
lack access to government's welfare 
activities. 

e The chatbot has been developed by 
Al4Bharat in collaboration with | 
JIT-Madras. 

e The chatbot was launched in April, 
2023 and has been tested in Biwan 
(New Delhi): 

e Jugalbandi combines AI models 
from Al4Bharat and Microsoft Azure 


`- Open AI Service. 


Infosys Launched Topaz 

e Infosys, a leading IT services 
company, has launched Topaz on 
May 23, 2023. 

e It is a comprehensive suite of 
services, solutions, and platforms th, 
harness the power of generative 
Artificial Intelligence (Al) 
technologies. 


red evidence of 
f the city since 
May 30, 2023. 
sury of Culture, 


e Topaz is built on Infosys’ applied / 
framework, enabling the developme 
of an AI first core. 
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| Mission on Advanced and 
| High-Impact Research 
Launched 


The government launched MAHIR in 
X ‘ 

he power sector on June 6, 2023 
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i is the Mission on Advanced and 
wl AS 


r 
BCX 101 
The objective of the mission js to 
l identify emerging technologies. 
' u E 


» It develops them indigenously for 


t use within and outside the country, 


+ The mission is planned for an initial 


period of five years from 2023-24 to 
027-28. 
Government Launched 
Electronics Repair Services 
Outsourcing 
* Union Ministry of Electronics & IT 
launched Electronics Repair Services 
Outsourcing (ERSO) on May 31, 2023. 
* It aims to promote India as a hub 
_ repairing electronic goods and to 
_ assess the feasibility and potential of 
| capturing 20% of the global repair 
_ service market within 5 years. 


for 


: + The pilot is being held in Bengaluru 
and will be run for three months, 
* India’s e-waste policy will be 
modified to enable re 


pair companies to 
domestically recy 


cle 5% of imported 
goods by weight on a trial basis. 
* The repaired goods will not be 


permitted to be sold in the domestic 
Market. 


Purana Qila Excavations 


Revealed Pre-Mauryan 
Era Settlement 


* An excavation at the site of Delhi's 
Purana Qila has uncovered evidence of 
the Continuous history of the city since 
the Pre-Mauryan era on May 30, 2023, 
i According to the Ministry of Culture, 
More than ] 36 coins and 35 seals and 


Sealings have been discovered from a 
‘Mall excavated arca. 


* Tt indicating the site's pivotal role as 
a centre for trade activities. 
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* The chatbot was launched in April, 


2023 and has been tested in Biwan 
(New Delhi). 


* Jugalbandi combines Al models 


from Al4Bharat and Microsoft Azure 
Open Al Service, 


Infosys Launched Topaz 

* Infosys, a leading IT services 
company, has launched Topaz on 
May 23, 2023, 


It is a comprehensive suite of 
services, solutions, and platforms that 
harness the power of generative 
Artificial Intelligence (Al) 
technologies, 

e Topaz is built on Infosys’ applied Al 
framework, enabling the development 
of an AI first core. 

© It enhances the capabilities of 
individuals and organisations to 
deliver cognitive solutions and 
accelerate value creation. 
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Aerospace Firms Garuda, 
aini Team-up for 


rone Manufacturi 
* Garuda Acrosp 
Acrospac (a 
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ace and Naini 

> Partnership programme is 

a proof of Milestone for the Indian 

drone Industry on May 22, 2023. 
It Up porting 

Manufacturin 

drones by 


the goal of 
g l lakh Made in India 
2024 


This Collaboration aims to enable 
Garuda Acrospac € 


Advanced Precision 


to manufacture 
| Drones within 
applications 

Naini Acrospace is a Subsidiary of 
Hindustan Aeronautics | imited (HAL), 


under the administrative Control of the 
Ministry of De 


India for Various 


fence 


ORAN Test Be 
Launched 

* On World Telecom D 
State for Communications Devusinh 
Chauhan launches ORAN test bed 
Project on May 17, 2023 in New Delhi. 
* ORAN test bed project | 
conformance, Certific 


d Project 


ay, Minister of 


aunched for 
ation and 
interoperability testing of O-RAN 
based solutions at 


* It will facilitate testing of ORAN 
elements and will facilitate 
development of fully indigenous 5G 
radio network in India. 


a function. 


* The Minister also released a Postal 
Stamp to mark the glorious 20 Years of 
Universal Service Obligation Fund of 
Ministry of Communications, 


India-EU Agreement for 


Strategic Semiconductor 
Sector 


° 


India and the European Union have 
entered into an agreement on May 17, 
2023 to coordinate their policies 


in the 
semiconductor sector. 


* The joint statement was issued after 
the first India EU Trade and 
Technology Council (TTC) meeting 
held in Brussels. 


It aims to enhance Cooperation, 
foster innovation and strengthen 
competitiveness in this vital Industry, 
* The agreement emphasises 
Collaborative research and 


development activities between Indian 
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and European companies, research 
institutions and universities. 

* By pooling their expertise and 
resources, both parties aim to drive 
technological advancements in 
semiconductor manufacturing, design 
and applications. 


Agreement Between 
li1T-Madras and DRDO 

* IIT-Madras researchers have 
partnered with DRDO scientists on 
May 11, 2023 to develop sensor 
technology for underwater 
communications. 

* It will be advantageous to defence 
applications, especially in the Navy. 
* ‘Piezoelectric MEMS technology’ is 
needed to develop high-performance 
thin films and to convert ‘piezo-thin 
films’ into future naval sensors and 
devices for underwater applications. 


Google’s Bard Chatbot to 
Launch Globally, 
Including India 


* Google has announced on May 11, | 


2023 that it will be rolling out its 


generative AI chatbot Bard in over 180 


countries, including India. 


e Bard is a large language model 
(LLM). It can generate text, translate 
languages, write different kinds of 
creative content, and answer your 
questions in an informative way. 

¢ Bard’s rollout in India is significant 
because it is one of the world’s largest 
markets for smartphones and internet 
users. 


Google Historical Satellite 


Imagery Disappeared for India 


e Many scholars and researchers have 
noted on May 10, 2023 that satellite 
historical imagery of India over the 


past two decades has disappeared from 


Google Earth database. 

e This service is relied upon to track 
changes in topography, forest cover, 
urbanisation and history. 

e Although, satellite imagery from 
2020 is still available for certain — 
locations in India, the difference 1s 
stark when comparing it to the 
scrubbed clean historical imagery of 


Amritsar. 
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* Surprisingly, Lahore, Pakistan, 
Which is only 50 km away, still has 
historical imagery available from the 
past few decades. 


State Robotics 
Framework in Telangana 


Telangana government launched 
State Robotics Framework to 
establish self-sustaining robotics 
ecosystem and position the state as a 
leader in robotics in India on May 9, 
2023. 


This includes setting up a Robo Park 
with testing facilities and co-working 
spaces as well as a world-class 
robotics accelerator for startups. 


It aims to support research and 
development, promote collaboration 
between academia and industry, and 
promote the adoption of robotics 
technology. 


Centre for Innovation 
Incubation Research and 
Entrepreneurship 
Inaugurated 

e Centre for Innovation Incubation 
Research and Entrepreneurship has 
been recently inaugurated in 
Telangana on May 5, 2023. 

e The main objective of the Innovation 
Centre is to face the latest 
Engineering, technological and 
entrepreneurship challenges in the 
21st Century and to adopt advanced 
technologies. 

e The Centre will be helpful to design 
live projects for the benefit of society. 
e The Centre will promote innovation 
and entrepreneurship in the student 
community to inculcate research 

and innovative skills among the 
students, faculty, and young 
researchers. 


2000-year-old ‘Modern 
Society’ Unearthed in Tiger 
Reserve in MP 

e Archaeologists have stumbled on a 
1500-year-old rock painting and 
numerous 1800-2000-year-old 
man-made waterbodies in 
Bandhavgarh National Park on May 4, 
2023. 
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* The waterbodies could be 1800-2009 
years old, but evidence suggests there 
was some renovation 1000 years ago, 


e According to experts, Bandhavgarh 
was part of an old trade route through 
which traders passed and used the 
rock-cut caves as their shelter. 


e Earlier in the year 2022, about 26 
Buddhist caves of second-fifth century 
BC were discovered from here. 


Discontinuance of Vigyan 
Prasar 

* Department of Science and 
Technology (DST) cryptically 
announced discontinuance of Vigyan 
Prasar on May 3, 2023, an autonomous 
body under its purview. 


e Vigyan Prasar started functioning in 
1989. 


e Vigyan Prasar prepared content on 
scientific temper and disseminated it 
widely via radio and TV in the 1990s. 


e It also commissioned filmmakers to 
produce documentaries about leading 
scientists, the history of science and 
similar subjects. 


World’s First Robotic Check-in 
Assistant in Dubai 

e Dubai-based airline Emirates has 
unveiled the world’s first robotic 


check-in assistant named ‘Sara’ on 
April 28, 2023. 


e The system is part of a new City 
Check-in and Travel Store that is set to 
launch in Dubai's Financial District. 

e This latest innovation from Emirates 
aims to enhance the customer 
experience and make the check-in 
process more seamless and efficient. 

* ‘SARA’ will match customers’ faces 
with scanned passports, check in 
passengers and guide them to the 
baggage drop area. 


Approval to National 
Quantum Mission 

* Union Cabinet approved the 
National Quantum Mission on 

April 19, 2023 to nurture and scale-up 
scientific and industrial research and 
development in quantum technology: 
* The Union Cabinet approved 

z? 6003.65 crore for the mission from 
2023-24 to 2030-31. 
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JIDAI Joined Hand with 
iiT-Bombay 


. The Unique Identification Authority 
of India (UIDAI) has signed an MoU 
with the Indian Institute of 

Technology, Bombay (1IT-Bombay) on 
April 11, 2023: 

e Jt aims is to develop a robust touch 
jess biometric capture system for easier 
usage by people anytime, anywhere. 

. The UIDAI and IJT-Bombay will 

carry out joint research to build a . 
mobile capture system for fingerprints 
along with liveness model integrated 
with the capture system. 

e The touch less biometric capture 
system will allow fingerprint 
authentication from home similar to 
face authentication. 


Vice-President Inaugurated 
Scientific Convention 

e Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar 
appealed to develop a culture in the 
country to eradicate stress and tension 
on April 8, 2023. 

* The Vice-President said this after 
inaugurating the scientific convention 
on the occasion of World 

Homoeopathy Day in New Delhi. 

* The Convention has been organised 
by the Central Council for Research in 
Homoeopathy under the Ministry of 
AYUSH. 

* World Homoeopathy Day is observed 
every year on April 10 to 

commemorate the birth anniversary of 
the founder of Homoeopathy, Dr. 


Christian Fredrich Samuel 
Hahnemann. 


Current Affairs Half Yearly 2023 


KSINC Launched 
Solar-powered Tourist 

Vessel ‘Sooryamshu’ 

* Kerala State Inland Navigation 
Corporation (KSINC) has launched a 
solar-powered tourist boat called 
‘Sooryamshu’ that can produce 27 KW 
of energy on April 6, 2023. 
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* The boat also comes equipped with 
generators, which will help power 
passenger lift systems and 
air-conditioners. 


èe The solar panels will provide about 


75% of the vessel’s energy needs, while 


the rest will be met by the generators. 


e The boat.was built in Sri Lanka for 
= 3.95 crore. 


‘100 Most Influential Women 
in US Finance’ List Published 
e Barron’s prestigious annual ‘100 
Most Influential Women in US 
Finance’ list includes five 
Indian-origin women executives on 
April 4, 2023. | 
e They have attained prominent 
positions in the financial services 
industry and have played a role in 
shaping its future. 
+ These women are 

e Anu Aiyengar (JP Morgan) 

e Rupal J. Bhansali (Ariel Investments) 

« Sonal Desai (Franklin Templeton) 

+ Meena Flynn (Goldman Sachs) 

« Savita Subramanian from Bank of 

America 
e The fourth annual version of the list 
recognised these women and 95 others 
for their accomplishments and 
influence in the US finance industry. 


World’s First Liquid Hydrogen 
Ferry Launched 

+ Norwegian company Norld launched 
the world’s first ferry to run on MF 
Hydra liquid hydrogen on Apr" +, 
2023. 


Ww, 
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* The vessel, named MF Hydra, is a 
hybrid and uses both batteries and 
liquid hydrogen fuel cells for power. 


* The Norwegian Maritime Authority 
(NMA) granted approval to operate the 
yacht. 


e The MF Hydra was to be delivered in 
2021 and measures 82.4 metres in 
length, with a passenger capacity of 
300 and a capacity to carry 80 vehicles. 


Science-20 Conference 
Organised in Agartala 

* The Science-20 Summit under 
India’s G20 chairmanship concluded at 
the Hapania International Fair 
Grounds in Agartala, Tripura on 

April 4, 2023. 

* More than 60 delegated are 
participated in it. 

* The theme of the science conference 
was ‘Clean Energy for a Green Future’ 
and it was a part of the G20 meetings. 


* The conference discussed three 
sub-themes, including green hydrogen, 
ocean-based technologies.and new 
generation energy storage. 


Uranium Isotope 
‘Uranium-241’ discovered 

e A team of nuclear physicists of 
Japan on April 11, 2023 has discovered 
a previously unknown uranium isotope 
with atomic number 92 and mass 241. 
The study has been published in the 
journal Physical Review Letters and 
the new isotope has been named 
Uranium-241. 

* This discovery is the first of its kind 
since 1979 due to the extreme 
difficulty of synthesising a nuclide in 
this region by general reaction. 

e To discover uranium-241, 

researchers accelerated uranium-238 
nuclei into plutonium-198 nuclei using 
the KEK Isotope Separation System 
(KISS). 

* Ina process called multinucleon 
transfer, two isotopes exchange 
protons and neutrons, resulting in 
nuclear fragments with different 
isotopes. 

< The researchers identified 
uranium-241 and measured the mass 
of its nuclei using time-of-flight mass 
spectrometry. 
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and provide a unique platform to 
innovative and creative innovators. 


OpenAl Announced New 
Generation of Al 
Language Model 

* GPT4, the most recent release of 
OpenAl’s large language model, w 
powers popular apps like ChatGPT 


State Energy Efficiency 

Index 2021-22 

e Union Minister for Power and 
Renewable Energy RK Singh released 
the State Energy Efficiency Index 
(SEEI) 2021-22 report on 10 April, 


* The festival provides an opportunity 
to the people to showcase their 
innovative works and the products 
made by them in the past. hich 
and 


2023. 

e The SEEI was released during 

the RPM (Review, Planning and 
Monitoring) meeting of states and 
state utility companies in New Delhi. 
e Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Rajasthan and Telangana are among 
the top ranked states in the State 
Energy Efficiency Index-SEEI. 

* Four states Assam, Haryana, 
Maharashtra and Punjab are in the 
achiever category with scores between 
50 and 60. 

* Besides, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Assam and Chandigarh are 
the top performing states in their 
respective state groups. 


ilT-Madras Developed Device 
to Check Milk Adulteration in 
30 Seconds 

* A cost-effective and portable 3D 
paper-based device developed on 
March 27, 2023 by researchers at 
IJT-Madras can detect milk 
adulteration in Just 30 seconds. 

e This device is unlike traditional 
laboratory-based methods and can be 


used at home with just one millilitre of 


the liquid sample needed for testing. 
e The device can detect various 
commonly used adulterating agents 
such as detergents, soap, hydrogen 
peroxide, urea, starch, salt, and 
sodium-hydrogen- carbonate, among 
others. 


National Science Centre 


Innovation Festival Organised 
e The two-day National Science Centre 


Innovation Festival event was 
inaugurated in New Delhi on 
March 25, 2023. 


* The festival was inaugurated by Prof. 


Balram Bhargava (Chief Guest) 
President, NASI, Former Secretary, 
Department of Health Research, 
Government of India. 

e It aims to foster a passion and 


aptitude for science and technology 
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Bharat 6G Vision 
Document Unveiled 


Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
March 22, 2023 unveiled Bharat’s 6G 
Vision Document at the event 
alongside launching the 6G R&D Test 
Bed and the ‘Call Before u Dig’ App. 


Bharat 6G vision document is 
prepared by the Technology 
Innovation Group on 6G (TIG-6G) that 
was constituted in November 2021. 


Call Before You Dig (CBuD) app is a tool 
developed to prevent damage to 
underlying assets like optical fibre 
cables. 


It occurs because of uncoordinated 
digging and excavation, leading to loss 
of thousands of crores every year. 


App will connect excavators and asset 
owners through SMS/Email 
notifications and click to call so that 
there are planned excavations in the 
country while ensuring the safety of 
all assets. 


Asia’s Largest 4-metre Liquid 
Mirror Telescope Inaugurated 
e Asia's largest 4-meter International 
Liquid Mirror Telescope (ILMT) was 
launched at Devasthal in Uttarakhand 
on March 24, 2023. 

e The ILMT was inaugurated in 
Aryabhatt Research Institute of 
Observational Sciences. 

e ILMT is the first liquid mirror 
telescope designed exclusively for 
astronomical observations and is the 
first optical survey telescope in India. 
e It has a 4-meter-diameter rotating 
mirror made up of a thin layer of 
liquid mercury to collect and focus 
light. 

© The Devasthal observatory is 
equipped with the largest aperture 
telescope available in India that will | 
use Big Data and Artificial Intelligence 
algo: inns to classify objects in the 
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the new Bing, has bee 
March 15, 2023, 


* Generative Pre-trained Transformer 
(GPT)-4 is more advanced than the 

previous version and has been trained 
on more data, costing more to operate 
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* In assignments involving creative 
and technical writing, GPT-4 can 
generate, revise, and iterate with Users 


* The new launched model can react 
to both text and graphics. OpenAL is a 
San Francisco-based research 
company. 


First Methanol-Powered 
Buses in Bengaluru Unveiled 
e Union Minister Nitin Gadkari, 
unveiled the first methanol-powered 
buses in Bengaluru on March 13, 2023. 


* It is launched in collaboration with 
the Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport 
Corporation (BMTC), NITI Aayog, 
Indian Oil Company (IOC), and Ashok 
Leyland. 

èe These newly built buses will be run 
by the Bangalore Metropolitan 
Transport Corporation. 


e It comes under the Clean Energy 
Mission by the government. 


e The initiative aims to reduce 
pollutants and promote clean fuel 
options. 


Denmark Became First 
Country in the 
World to Store CO, 


* Denmark has launched a project on 
March 11, 2023 to store carbon dioxide 
(CO,) 1800 metres below the North Sea. 
« This making it the first country in 
the world to bury CO, imported from 
another country, 

» CO, burial project, where carbon is 
injected into the site of an old oil field 


to prevent further Warming of the 
atmosphere, 


The project is called ‘Greensand’ and 
is being led by British chemical Giant 
Ineos and German oil com 
Wintershall Dia. — 
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india and US Signed MoU on 
semiconductor Supply Chain 


. At the invitation of Commerce and 
ndustry Minister Piyush Goyal, US 
Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo 
sited Delhi from March 7 to 10, 2023. 
, puring the visit, the India-US 
commercial dialogue was resumed to 
discuss cooperation and open up new 
trade and investment opportunities 
petween the two countries. 

. The MoU aims to establish a 
collaborative mechanism between the 
two governments on semiconductor 
supply chain resilience and 
diversification in the wake of the 
Chips and Science Act of the US 

and the Semiconductor Mission of 
India. 


Egypt Archaeologists 
Discover Mini Sphinx 

with Smiley Face and Dimples 
« Archaeologists have discovered a 
sphinx-like statue with a smiley face 
and dimples in southern Egypt on 
March 7, 2023. 

e This limestone statue was found 
alongside a stone slab containing 
hieroglyphic engravings near the 
Hathor Temple, one of the countries 
best-preserved ancient sites. 

e The artefacts were found inside a 
tomb in the temple of Dendera, in 
southern Egypt. 

e Archaeologists believed that the 
smiling sphinx could be depicting 
Emperor Claudius who ruled between 
4) and 54 AD and extended Rome's 
empire into North Africa. 

* The statue is much smaller than the 
famous Sphinx in the Pyramids of 
Giza, which is 20 m high. 


Scientists Confirmed 
Existence of a 

Fifth Layer in Earth’s Core 

* The researchers trying to uncover the 
secrets of Earth's geology have 

revealed the fifth layer of the planet on 
March 4, 2023. 

* Seismic waves generated by 
earthquakes have revealed new 
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insights about the deepest parts of 
Earth’s inner core. 

e The fifth layer is made of iron and 
nickel, the same materials that 
comprise the rest of the inner core. 

¢ The team of researchers from the 
Australian National University 
measured the speeds at which these 
seismic waves penetrate and pass 
through the Earth’s inner core. 

e The team believes that this has 
presented evidence of a distinct layer 
inside Earth known as the innermost 
inner core. 


Meta Launched LLaMA Model 


¢ Facebook co-founder Mark 
Zuckerberg announced Meta 
Platforms’ impending release to 
researchers of a new large language 
model called LLaMA on Feb. 26, 2023. 


* LLaMA refers to Large Language 
Model Meta AI. 


e It's raining chatbots! After OpenAl’s 
ChatGPT sparked a revolution, Google 
introduced its BARD and several 
others followed suit. 


e The model is intended to aid 
scientists and engineers in exploring 
AI applications and functions such as 
answering questions and summarizing 
documents. 


* The model developed by Meta’s 
Fundamental AI Research (FAIR) team. 


World’s Highest Weather 
Station Rebuilt on 

Mount Everest 

* A team of experts from the National 
Geographic Society has installed the 
‘world’s highest weather station’ on 
Mt. Everest at an altitude of 8830 
metres on February 18, 2023. 

« The world’s highest altitude weather 
station was destroyed due to 
hurricane-force winds on Mount 
Everest. A team of scientists and 
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Sherpa have again placed its new 
version atop Mount Everest. 

* The group has been led by a . 
31-year-old electrician and mountain 
guide Tenzing Gyalzen Sherpa. 


Semiconindia Conference of 
Electronics Manufacturing 
Supply Chain Ecosystem 


* Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 
inaugurated the “SemiconIndia 
Conference of Electronics 
Manufacturing Supply Chain 
Ecosystem”, on February 18, 2023 in 
New Delhi. 

* Conference is organised by the 
Institute of Supply Management (ISM). 
* Semiconductors are materials which 
have a conductivity between 
conductors and insulators. 

* They can be pure elements, silicon or 
germanium or compounds; gallium, 
arsenide or cadmium selenide. 


Intel Launched ‘Sapphire 
Rapids’ Processors 

for Professional Creators 

e Intel has launched the new Xeon 
W-3400 and Xeon W-2400 desktop 
workstation processors (code-named 
Sapphire Rapids) on Feb. 16, 2023. 


e They are built for professional 
creators to provide massive 
performance for media and 
entertainment, engineering, and data 
science professionals. 

e According to Intel, the new 
workstation processors are available 
for pre-order from industry partners, 
with system availability beginning in 
March. | 


International Engineering 
and Technology Fair 2023 
Inaugurated 

¢ President Droupadi Murmu 
inaugurated the International 
Engineering and Technology Fair 
(IETF) 2023 in New Delhi on 
February 16, 2023. 

e This event is being organised from 
February 16 to 18 at Pragati Maidan. 
* The International Engineering and 
Technology Fair is organised by the 
Confederation of Indian Industry 
(CII). 
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India’s First Electric AC 
Double-Decker Bus 
Inaugurated 

* The BEST inaugurated the country’s 
first electric air-conditioned (AC) 
double-decker bus on February 13, 
2023 in Mumbai. 


* According to Brihanmumbai Electric 
Supply and Transport Undertaking 
(BEST), the regional transport agency 
in Mumbai is yet to complete the 
registration process for this bus. 

e After the approval of this bus, this 
bus will ply between Kurla Bus Depot 
and Bandra-Kurla Complex (BKC) 


e At present, the transport department 
has 45 electric AC buses of various 


sizes, and 100 more will be inducted 
this year. 


Lithium Found for the First 
Time in Jammu and Kashmir 
* For the first time in the country on 
February 10, 2023, reserves of 59 lakh 
tonnes of lithium have been found in 
the Reasi district of Jammu division. 
e The Geological Survey of India has 
discovered lithium deposits in the 
Salal-Haimana area of Reasi district in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

* Currently India is dependent on 
imports for Lithium, Nickel and 
Cobalt. 

e Lithium is one of the key 
components of rechargeable batteries 
for mobile phones, laptops, digital 
cameras and electric vehicles. 


India’s First Traffic 
Management System for 
Drones Launched 

e Union Minister for Road Transport 
and Highways Nitin Gadkari unveiled 
Skye UTM on February 8, 2023. 

e It is the most cutting-edge 
unmanned traffic management system 
in the world, which is capable of 
handling 4000 flights per hour and 
96000 flights per day. 

e Skye UTM is a Cloud-based aerial 
traffic management system that . 
integrates unmanned air traffic with 
manned aviation alrspace. 

« Skye UTM has been built koves 
providing situational e $s, 
autonomous navigation, ns 
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assessment, and traffic management to 
all drone/other aerial mobility 
operators across the airspace. 


Reliance Introduced 
India’s First H2-ICE 
Truck 


India’s first Hydrogen Internal 
Combustion Engine (H2-ICE) truck was 
unveiled by PM Modi during the ‘India 
Energy Week’ in Bengaluru on 
February 8, 2023. 

It is developed by Reliance Industries 
(RIL) in association with Ashok 
Leyland. 


The truck uses hydrogen instead of 
conventional diesel fuel or Liquefied 
Natural Gas (LNG), reducing carbon 
emissions to almost zero. 


The H2-ICE truck is the first of its kind 
in India to be powered by hydrogen. 


Google Introduced 
Al Chatbot ‘Bard’ 


* Google has launched an Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) powered chatbot 
named ‘Google Bard’ on February 8, 
2023 to compete with ChatGPT. 


* Bard has been developed to compete 
with the currently fastest growing user 
application, ChatGPT, which has 
overtaken platforms such as Tik Tok 
and Instagram. 


¢ Through Bard, users can access 
complex information in simple 
language as before, not only that, but 
also get fresh, high-quality and 
accurate information from Google’s 
chatbot. 


e A chatbot is a software application 


used to conduct on-line chat 


conversations via text or text- 
to-speech in lieu of providing direct 
interaction with a live human agent. 


Asia’s Largest Helicopter 
Manufacturing 

Unit Inaugurated 

* The helicopter manufacturing unit of 
HAL in Tumkuru (Karnataka) has 
been dedicated to the nation by PM 
Narendra Modi on February 7, 2023. 

* Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) is the largest helicopter 
manufacturing facility in Asia. 
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e Prime Minister Narendra Modi haq 
laid the foundation stone of this 
manufacturing unit in the year 2016 
with an aim to promote the vision of 
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. 

e Initially, the Light Utility Helicopter 
(LUH) will be produced in this 
helicopter factory. 


National Child Science 
Congress Held 

e The 30th National Child Science 
Congress concluded at Science City in 
Ahmedabad on January 31, 2023. 

e It was inaugurated by Vijay Nahera, 
Secretary, Gujarat Science and 
Technology Department. 


¢ The Gujarat Council on Science and 


Technology, Gujarat Council of Science 


City, and SAL Education were hosting 
the 5-day Congress. 


e This programme is supported by the 
National Council for Science and 
Technology Communication, 
Government of India. 


Large Meteorite Discovered 
in Antarctica 
e A team of scientists discovered 


Massive meteorites in Antarctica on 
January 23, 2023. 


e Scientists have also found five 
meteorites out of which one weigh 
7.7 kg. 


e Given most of the Antarctic’s surface 
is covered by snow, it is easier to Spot 
and discover the black-coloured 
stone-like meteorites. 


* According to NASA, meteorites are 


usually between the size of a pebble 
and a fist. 


* According to scientists, the globe 
(Our planet earth) receives roughly 
48.5 tonnes of debris from billions of 
years old meteors each day. 

* The majority of this evaporates in the 
atmosphere or falls into the ocean 
which makes up over 70% of the planet. 


India Internationa} Science 
Festival 2022 Held 
* Madhya Pradesh 
Chauhan and Unio 
Science & Techno] 
Singh jointly inau 
Bhopal on Januar 


CM Shivraj Singh 
n Minister for 
Ogy, Dr. Jitendra 


8urated IISF-2022 in 
Yy 2l, 2023. 
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Theme of India International Science 
n tival (IISF) 2022 was “Marching 
me n . . à 
Amrit Kaal with Science 


rowards ' f 
and Innovation”. 


technolos) 
The HSE 2022 was the eighth edition 
since Hs inception in 2015. 

, qt was a festival to celebrate the 
achievements of India’s scientific and 
rechnological advancements with 


students, innovators scientists and 


rechnoctals from India and abroad. 


, USF is the initiative of the Ministry 
of Science & Technology and Ministry 
of Earth Science of Government of 


India in association with Vijnana 


Bharati. 


Egypt Unveiled Ancient 


Royal Tomb in Luxor 

» Egyptian authorities announced the 
discovery of an ancient tomb in Luxor 
dating back around 3500 years on 
January 14, 2023. 

» Archaeologists believe holds the 
remains of an 18th dynasty royal. 

* The tomb was unearthed by 
Egyptian and British researchers on 
the west bank of the River Nile, where 
the famous Valley of the Queens and 
Valley of the Kings lie. | 

+ The first elements discovered 

so far inside the tomb seem to 
indicate that it dates back to the 18th 
dynasty. 

e The 18th dynasty, part of the period 
of Egyptian history known as the New 
Kingdom, ended in 1292 BC. 

© It is considered among the most 
prosperous years of Ancient Egypt. 


China Launched its First Semi 
High-Speed Hydrogen Train 

* China became the first country in 
Asia and second in the world on 
January 4, 2023 to launch Hydrogen 
powered urban trains. 

e Germany was the first country to 
introduce hydrogen powered trains in 
September 2022. 

* Chinese company CRRC 
Corporations ltd built a train that has a 
lop speed of 160 km per hour and can 
run without refuelling for 600 km. 
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India will get its first-ever 
Indigenous Hydrogen trains by 
December 2023. 
= It is expected that the operation of 
the train will reduce CO, emissions 
compared to diesel traction by 
10 tonnes per year, 


108th Indian Science 
Congress Held 

* PM Narendra Modi address the 
108th Indian Science Congress (ISC) 
on January 3, 2023 through video 
conferencing. 

* The 108th ISC was organised by the 
Indian Science Congress Association 
from January 3 to 7, 2023 at the 
Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur 
University. 

* The 107 Indian Science Congress 
2022 was held at the University of 
Agricultural Sciences, GKVK Campus, 
Bangalore and Karnataka in January 
2022. 


COMPUTER/IT 


India’s Al Supercomputer 
‘AIRAWAT!’ in Top-500 List 

* The AI Supercomputer ‘AIRAWAT, 
installed at C-DAC, Pune has been 
ranked 75th in the top 500 Global 
Supercomputing List on May 25, 2023. 
e The announcement was made during 
the 61st edition of the International 
Supercomputing Conference (ISC 
2023) held in Germany. 

e The establishment of ‘AIRAWAT" at 
C-DAC Pune is part of the National 
Programme on Al initiated by the 
government of India. 

e AIRAWAT is the name for an 
in-house cloud platform for big data. 


india’s First Quantum 
Computing-Based 

Telecom Network 

e India’s first quantum compuling- 
based telecom network link has been 
made operational between Sanchar 
Bhawan and National Informatics 
Centre office in New Delhi. 

» Telecom Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 
announced prize money of 7 10 lakh 
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for ethical hackers who can break the 
encryption of the system. 

* He also launched a hackathon 
challenge for anyone who can break 
the system developed by C-DoT, with a 
reward of 2 10 lakh per break. 

» A quantum computing-based 
telecom network uses the principles of 
quantum physics to transmit 
information, providing a more secure 
method than traditional networks. 


World’s First Photonic-based 
Quantum Computer 

of Canada 

e Canadian PM Justin Trudeau 
announced on January 23, 2023 a new 
federal investment to build and 
commercialise the world’s first 
photonic-based, fault-tolerant 
quantum computer. 

ə According to Prime Minister's 
website, the investment of 40 million 
Canadian dollars ($ 32 million) will 
enable Xanadu Quantum Technologies 
Inc. 

e Xanadu Quantum Technologies Inc. 
is a Toronto-based Canadian quantum 
computing company. 

e It will have the potential to help 
solve complex data problems and 
could be used in a variety of sectors 
such as finance, transportation, 
environmental modelling, and health. 


High-Speed 5G Telecom 
Services Launched 

«e Union Communications Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw has launched 
high-speed fifth-generation (5G) 
telecom services in Odisha on 
January 5, 2023. 

e After launching the service, the 
Minister announced by August 2024, 
the entire Odisha will be covered with 
telecom towers, and fibre will reach 
every village. 

100 towers for 4G services covering 
100 villages in Odisha have been also 
launched in this event. 

» State-owned BSNL will begin 
providing 5G services in 2024. 
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China Launched 41 Satellites in 
a Single Mission 

e China set a new national record on 
June 16, 2023 as it launched 41 satellites 
into space with a single mission. 

e It was using the Long March 2D 
rocket in launching event. 

+ The rocket took off from the Taiyuan 
Satellite Launch Centre in Shanxi 
province. 

* The main purpose of these satellites is 
to provide commercial remote sensing 
services and undergo related technology 
verification. 
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China Launched 3 
Astronauts to Tiangong 
Space Station 

« In China, three astronauts, 
including a civilian, were launched 
to the Tiangong space station on 


May 30, 2023 on board Shenzhou- 16. 


e The civilian, Beihang University 
professor Gui Haichao, was put into 
orbit for the first time in space. 

* According to officials, 
Shenzhou-16 is the first mission to 
Tiangong since it entered the 
application and development stage. 
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* Tiangong is the crown jewel of 
China’s space programme, which has 
also landed robotic rovers on Mars and 
the Moon. 


UAE Unveiled Ambitious 
Space Mission 

* UAE has revealed its plans on 
May 30, 2023 to embark on a 
pioneering space mission to explore 
the main asteroid belt situated 
between Mars and Jupiter. 


e The ambitious endeavor, named 
MBR Explorer, is expected to launch in 
March 2028. 


° The UAE, renowned for its 
remarkable achievements in space 
research, intends to send the MBR 
Explorer on a journey covering a 
distance of 5 billion kilometers. 

e The mission’s primary objective is to 
unravel the mysteries surrounding the 
formation of our solar system and to 


unearth potential clues to the origins of 
life. 


XPoSat, India’s First 
Polarimetry Mission 

* ISRO announced on May 26, 2023 to 
build the XRay Polarimeter Satellite 
(XPoSat). 

* XPoSat is scheduled to be | 
later this year (2023). 


aunched 


$ P é ‘| ' 

XPoSat will study various dynamics 
of bright astronomical] Xray sources in 
extreme conditions. . . 


* Indian Space Resena.. 
pace Research Organisation 


(ISRO) is Collaborating with the 
Raman Research Institute (RRI 
Bengaluru for XPoSat : 
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, billed as India’s first and 


yas bee! 
» it! id's second polarimetry 


only the wor 
mission to Test Cancer 

prugs in Space 

Space launched their latest 
Axiom Mission 2 (Ax2) on 
2023, to the International 


7 Axiom 
mission, 
May 23,897 ee 
space station (ISS he 

ission aims to conduct 
experiments on human stem cell | 
ageing. inflammation, and cancer in 
the unique microgravity environment 


+ This M 


of space. 

, Axiom Space is a private space 

habitat company. 

« As part of Ax2, Axiom Space will 
investigate Whether two inhibitory 
drugs can reverse regeneration in an 
organoid model of breast cancer. 

« This experiment aims to shed light on 
potential strategies to inhibit the 

growth and progression of cancer cells. 


SpaceX Sent Saudi 

Astronauts, including 
Nation’s First Woman to 
Space 

e Saudi Arabia’s first astronauts in 
decades rocketed toward the 
International Space Station on a 
chartered multimillion-dollar flight on 
May 22, 2023. 

* Rayyanah Barnawi, a stem cell 
researcher, became the first woman 
from the kingdom to go to space. 

* The woman astronaut Rayyana 
Barnawi joined Ali Al-Qarni on a 
10-day mission to the International 
Space Station (ISS). 

* They flied to the ISS aboard a 
SpaceX Dragon spacecraft as part of a 
mission by the private space company 
Axiom Space. 

* UAE was the first Arab country to 
send one of its citizens into space in 
2019, 


PSLV Orbital Experimental 
Module, Successfully 


Conducted 


* IN-SPACe, a commercial wing of 
ISRO has informed that PSLV Orbital 
Experimental Module, POEM-2 has 
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been successfully conducting on-orbit 
experiments in space on May 2, 2023 

* The Technical Directorate Director of 
IN-SPACe, Rajeev Jyoti has said that 
POEM-2 with seven payloads is 
conducting in-orbit testing for various 
non-government entities. 

* The experiments carried out through 
the payloads are unique. 

* The valuable on-orbit data received 
offers scope for further development 
and new opportunities. 


SpaceX’s Starship Exploded 
during the First Test Flight 

e SpaceX’s next-generation Starship, 
the world’s biggest rocket, exploded 
during its first test-flight to space near 
Brownsville, Texas on April 22, 2023. 


e SpaceX’s Starship spacecraft and 
Super Heavy rocket — collectively 
referred to as Starship. | 

e Super Heavy rocket is the first stage, 
or booster, of the Starship launch 
system. 

e It is powered by 33 Raptor engines 
using sub-cooled liquid methane 
(CH4) and liquid oxygen (LOX). 

e The Raptor engine is a reusable 
methane-oxygen staged-combustion 
engine that powers the Starship 
system. 


lIT-Indore Developed 
Low-cost Camera in 
Collaboration with NASA 

e [IT-Indore, in partnership with 
NASA-Caltech in the USA and the 
University of Gothenburg in Sweden, 
has designed an inexpensive camera 
set-up on April 17, 2023. 

s It can capture multispectral images 
of four chemical species in a flame 
using a single DSLR camera. 

© Previously, capturing such images 
required a complicated system with 
four cameras. 


* This new set-up can simultaneously 
capture multiple spectral 
three-dimensional images of four - 
chemical species in a flame using only 
one DSLR camera. 


* After almost three years of research, 
a team of five researchers created the 


‘CL-Flam’, a low-cost DSLR camera 
device. 


Kenya Launched First 
Operational Earth 
Observation Satellite 

* Kenya launched its first operational 
Earth observation satellite ‘Taifa-1’ 
on a rocket of ‘SpaceX’ from 
Vandenberg Base in California on 
April 15, 2023. 


+ Primary purpose of this is to collect 
agricultural and environmental data, 
including floods, droughts and 
wildfires, to help Kenya deal with 
disaster management and food 
insecurity. 

e The launch rocket carried 50 
payloads from various countries, 
including Turkey, under SpaceX’s 
‘rideshare programme’. 

e Taifa-1 was designed and developed 
by SayariLabs and EnduroSat and the 
satellite was built over two years al a 
cost of 50 million Kenyan shillings 

($ 372000). 


China Launched Fengyun-3 
Satellite 

e China successfully launched the 
Fengyun-3 meteorological satellite 
using Chang Zheng-4B carrier rocket 
from Jiuquan Cosmodrome in Gansu 
Province. 

e The primary objective of the - 
Fengyun-3 satellite is to monitor and 
provide information on severe weather 
conditions, especially heavy rainfall. 

* Heavy rainfall can cause natural 
disasters such as floods and 
landslides. 

e This was the 471st mission for the 
Chang Zheng rocket family. 

e China Aerospace Science and 
Technology Corporation (CASC) is a 
state-owned organisation that serves 
as the primary contractor for China’s 
space programme. 
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NASA's High-Resolution Air 
Quality Control 


Instrument Launched 
© NASA's T 


iropospheric Emissions - 
Monitoring of Pollution (TEMPO) 


successfully launched 


TT a 
HiSitrTum 


ument has 
n April 7, 2023 
* It marking a significant step forward 
in the monitoring of major air 
pollutants 
* The instrument will provide 
unprecedented resolution, allowing 
scientists to observe air quality from 
space with accuracy down to just 
four-square miles. 
* The TEMPO mission aims to 
revolutionise the Way air quality is 
monitored, helping to improve life 
on Earth. 


Indian Space Policy 2023 
Approved 

* The Union government has approved 
the Indian Space Policy 2023 on 

April 6, 2023. 

* The Union Cabinet also approved the 
revised domestic gas pricing guidelines. 
* Indian Space Policy 2023 aim is to 
boost the country’s space department's 
role and give a larger participation to 
research, academia, startups and 
industry. 

* The policy sets out the roles and 
responsibilities of the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) and 
private sector entities. 


Scientists Located Two Black 
Holes Closest to Earth in 
Cosmic Backyard 

* The scientists have found a pair of 
black holes that sits extremely close to 
Earth on April 4, 2023. 

e Using data from the European Space 
Agency's (ESA) Gaia mission, 
scientists discovered the 2 black holes 
with assistance from many 
ground-based telescopes around the 
world, 

« The two black holes are being called 
Gaia BH] and Gaia BH2 and are the 
closest to Earth of any black holes 
found so far. 

* Gaia BH] is situated only 1560 
light-years away — about thrice as close 
as the previous record holder. 
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* Gaia BH2 is situated 3800 light-years 
away. 

e Both the black holes are nine to 10 
times bigger than our solar system's 
Sun and are situated in the Milky Way 
galaxy itself. 


ESA Successfully 
Launched its Mission JUICE 


The European Space Agency (ESA) 
successfully launched its mission to 
Jupiter's moons on April 13, 2023. 

The Jupiter Icy Moons Explorer (JUICE) 
project of ESA was launched on the 
Ariane 5 rocket from the spaceport in 
Kourou, French Guiana. 

It aims to send a satellite on an 
8-year journey to reach the major icy 
moons of the Jupiter, namely 
Ganymede, Callisto and Europa and 
find the conditions to support 
simple life. 

The spacecraft is scheduled to finally 
reaching the gas giant in July 2031. 


India Unveiled Space Design 
Lab for Start-ups 

* India has established a new design 
lab in Ahmedabad on March 30, 2023. 
° It aims to facilitate space sector 
Start-ups in converting their inventive 
concepts into practical models at a 
faster pace. 


* The Space Systems Design Lab has 
advanced analysis and simulation 
software, such as mission simulation, 
spacecraft and payload modeling and 
optimisation and launch vehicle 
avionics, 

e It is run by the Indian National 
Space Promotion and Authorisation 
Centre (IN-SPACe), 

e The Space Systems Design Lab in 
Ahmedabad is expected to boost the 
role of non-government entities 
(NGEs) in developing cutting-edge 
space technologies, 


Russia Launched 

Rescue Capsule 

e Russia's space agency, Roscosmos, 
successfully launched the new Soyuz 
MS-23 capsule on February 25, 2023 to 
bring back a trio of astronauts aboard 
the International Space Station. 


e Roscosmos has successfully launche 
a Soyuz spacecraft that will act as j 
lifeboat for three astronauts strandeq 
in space. 

. The two Russian and an American 
astronaut will board the empty Soyuz 
spacecraft to return to Earth, 

e The empty Soyuz spacecraft was 
launched after the original ride home 
for the astronauts sprang a dangeroys 
leak while parked at the International 
Space Station. 


APJ Abdul Kalam Satellite 
Launched 

e The APJ Abdul Kalam Satellite 
Launch Vehicle Mission-2023 was 
launched from Pattipolam village 
(Tamil Nadu) on February 19, 2023. 


¢ It was launched by the Martin 
Foundation in association with Dr. APJ 
Abdul Kalam International Foundation 
and Space Zone India. 


e More than 5000 students from 
grades six to twelve across the country 
designed and developed 150 PICO 
satellites, which were launched. 


Jupiter Beat Saturn to become 
the Planet with Most Moons 

¢ Astronomers have counted 12 
previously unknown moons in orbit 
around Jupiter, bringing the total 
number of known moon to 92 on 
February 7, 2023. 

* It left Saturn behind with its total 
number of moons being 83. 

è The orbits of the moons, which are 
unnamed, have been published in the 
circulars of the Internationa] 
Astronomical Union’s Minor Planet 
Centre. 

* They maintain records of all the 
small bodies discovered in the Solar 
System. 


DRDO Developed 
Unfurlable Antenna for 
Space Radar 

» The Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) 
has developed an important sub 
for a space radar on J anua 
which has significant 
ISRO and the military 


System 
ry 31, 2023, 
potential for the 
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system consists mainly of 
__ radar subsystems and 


iqstallatien ( 


DE which has been involved in 
evelopment of the space-based 
, radars has completed the 
jevewopmen! of an UFRA. 

ynfurlable Reflector Antenna 

' RA) is one of the main 

pa ys of a radar. 


‘an Scientists Made 
f Its Kind Discovery 


on Mars 


| The first instance of solo 
agnetic waves has been 


açırom 
by Indian researchers on 


january 
, The results were established using 
information from the Mars 
atmosphere and Volatile Evolution 
MAVEN) mission of the NASA. 

e Using high-resolution electric field 
data from MAVEN’s captured by 
Langmuir Probe and Waves sensors, 
scientists have detected the lone 
waves in the Martian magnetosphere. 
. Mars only has a mild magnetic 
field from its crustal magnetic 
sources, in contrast lo Earth, which 
has a strong magnetic field to shield 
it from the Sun’s ionising solar 
winds. 

. The scientific team will now carry 
out additional research on how these 
isolated waves may impact particle 
energisation in the Martian 
atmosphere. 


EU Inaugurated First 
Mainland Satellite Launch 
Port 


e European officials and Swedish 
King Carl XVI Gustaf inaugurated the 
EU’s first mainland orbital launch 
complex on January 13, 2023. 

* It happened during 4 visit LO 
Sweden by members of the European 
Commission, which 1s the 27-nauion 
bloc’s executive arm. 

on is looking t° 


* The European Uni 
unch small 


boost its ability to la 
satellites into space with a new 
launchpad in arctic Sweden. 
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ISRO ACTIVITIES 

ISRO Launched 
Next-Generation Navigational 
Satellite ‘NVS-1' 

* The Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) launched the next 


generation navigation satellite NVS-1 on 
May 29, 2023. 


* The spacecraft is part of the 
Navigation with Indian Constellation 
(NavIC) series, which aims to provide 
surveillance and navigation capability. 
e NVS-1, weighing about 2232 kg, will 
be launched by GSLV F12 rocket from 
the second launch pad at Sathish 
Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. 

e This is the first of the 
second-generation satellites envisaged 
for the Navigation with Indian 
constellation series. 


ISRO Announced Free Online 
Training Programme 

e ISRO has announced a new 
introductory-level online training 
programme called Space Science and 
Technology Awareness Training 
(START) on May 7, 2023. 

e START is aimed at postgraduate and 
final-year undergraduate students of 
Physical Sciences and Technology. 

e The programme will cover various 
domains of space science, including 
Astronomy & Astrophysics, Heliophysics 
& Sun-Earth interaction, 
instrumentation and Aeronomy. 

e It will be delivered by the scientists 
from Indian academia and Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) centres. 
ISRO Successfully Conducted 
Landing Experiment of the RLV 
e The ISRO successfully conducted the 


Reusable L 
Landing Mission (RLV LEX) on April 2, 


2023. 
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» The test was conducted at the 
Acronautical Test Range (ATR), 
Chitradurga (Karnataka). 

+ A Chinook Helicopter of the Indian 
Air Force carried the launch vehicle to 
a height of 4.5 km and released it in 
mid-air. 

* ISRO had developed the navigation 
system, instrumentation and sensors 
on its own. 


ISRO Successfully Conducted 
Landing Experiment of the RLV 
* ISRO successfully conducted the 
Reusable Launch Vehicle Autonomous 
Landing Mission (RLV LEX) on 

April 2, 2023. The test was conducted 
at the Aeronautical Test Range (ATR), 
Chitradurga (Karnataka). 

. A Chinook Helicopter of the Indian 
Air Force carried the launch vehicle to 
a height of 4.5 km and released it in 
mid-air. 

+ ISRO had developed the navigation 
system, instrumentation and sensors 
on its own. 


Images of Earth Captured by 
its EOS-06 Satellite Released 
> The Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) has released 
images of Earth captured by the 
EOS-06 satellite on April 1, 2023. 

+ The images are a mosaic generated 
by ISRO’s National Remote Sensing 
Center (NRSC). 

« The images have been captured by 
the Ocean Color Monitor (OCM) 
payload on board EOS-06 by NRSC. 

« Earth Observation satellite (EOS-6) 
is the third-generation satellite in the 
Oceansat series. 


ISRO Launched Heaviest 
Rocket LMV-3 


e The Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) successfully 
launched India’s largest Launch 
Vehicle Mark-III (LMV3) rocket/ 
OneWeb India-2 Mission on March 26, 
2023. LMV3 rocket/(OneWeb India-2 
Mission with 36 satellites onboard 
from Satish Dhawan Space Centre in 
Sriharikota (Andhra Pradesh). 


e It was the sixth launch for India’s 
heaviest rocket LVM-3, which includes 
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e the launch of Chandrayaan-2 in 2019 
* the second one where it 
demonstrated the capability of 
launching multiple satellites in LEO 
* For ISRO this is the second launch 
in 2023 after the successful launch of 
SSLV-D2/EOS07 mission in February, 
* ISRO announced the launch vehicle 
Mission would place the 36 first 
generation satellites Weighing 
5805 kg into a 450 km circular orbit 
with an inclination of about 
87.4 degree. 


ISRO Successfully Conducted 
Flight Test for Chandrayaan-3 
Mission 

* The ISRO has successfully conducted 
the flight acceptance hot test of the 
CE-20 cryogenic engine on Feb. 24, 2023. 
* The Engine will power the Cryogenic 
Upper Stage of the LVM3 launch 
Vehicle for the Chandrayaan-3 mission. 


* The space agency announced the test 
was successfully conducted at the 
ISRO Propulsion Complex, 
Mahendragiri in Tami] Nadu. 


* Chandrayaan-3 interplanetary 
mission has three major modules — the 


Propulsion module, Lander module 
and Rover. 


ISRO’s PSLV-C55 mission 

* The Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) on April 22,2023 
successfully launched its PSLV-C55/ 
TeLEOS-2 mission, sending two 
Singapore-made satellites into space 
from ISRO's Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre (SDSC) in Andhra Pradesh's 
Sriharikota. 


TeLEOS-2 

* The TeLEOS-2 satellite is developed 
under a partnership between DSTA 
(representing the Government of 
Singapore) and ST Engineering. 

* TeLEOS-2 carries a Synthetic 
Aperture Radar (SAR) payload. 

* TeLEOS-2 will be able to provide | 
all-weather day and night coverage, 
and capable of imaging at 1m 
full-polarimetric resolution. 


NASA OUTCOMES 
Rocket Lab Launched Second 
Batch of TROPICS Satellites 


for NASA g p 
e The second set of NASA’s TROPICS 
cubesats launched on May 25, 2023 
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completing the agency’s hurricane- 
studying miniconstellation. 

* The two tiny satellites lifted-off atop 
a Rocket Lab Electron vehicle from the 
company's Launch Complex 1 on New 


Zealand's North Island. 


* The launch was originally targeted 
on May 26, 2023, but Rocket Lab 
pushed it back by nearly 24 hours due 


to bad weather. 


* Rocket Lab is the second company to 


launch TROPICS cubesats. 

* The first, California-based Astra, 
attempted to loft two of them in June 
2022, but its rocket suffered an 
anomaly during flight and the 
cubesats were lost. 


* NASA then selected Rocket Lab to 
launch the remaining four TROPICS 
craft over two missions. 


ISRO’s Successful 
Launch of SSLV Rocket 


Antaris announced that the world’s 
. first satellite JANUS-1 has successfully 
reached orbit on February 16, 2023.] 


The JANUS-1 Satellite is the world’s 
first cloud-built demonstration 
Satellite. It was fully conceived, 
designed, and manufactured with 
Antaris’ end-to-end cloud platform. 


This satellite was successfully 
launched recently with the help of the 
SSLV-D2 rocket developed by the ISRO. 


ISRO’s Small Satellite Launch Vehicle 
SSLV-D2 carrying EOS-07, Janus-1 and 
AzaadiSAT-2 satellites was launched 
from the Satish Dhawan Space 
Station, in Sriharikota. 


NASA Extracted Oxygen from 
Lunar Soil Simulant 
* The scientists at NASA have 


successfully extracted Oxygen from 
simulated lunar soi] for the 
on April 27, 2023. 


* Lunar soil refers to the 
material cove 


first time 


fine-grained 
ring the Moon’s surface. 
* This extraction has been done in a 
vacuum environment, paving the way 
for astronauts to one day extract and 
use resources in a lunar environment, 
called in-situ resource utilisation. 

e Oxygen remains a crucial building 
block for establishing a long-term 
presence on the lunar surface. 

* In addition to usin 


ie & OXyven for 
breathing, it can 


also be used asa 


>. 


propellant for transportation, helpin 
lunar visitors stay longer and venture 
farther. 


NASA Announced 
Four-member Team of 
Astronauts for Moon 

e The NASA announced a team of fou; 
astronauts for its human spaceflight 
mission to the Moon for the first time 
in five decades on April 1, 2023. 


* The team of four astronauts wil] fly 
around the moon for a 10-day Mission 
next year. 

e These four Artemis 2 astronauts are 
— Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover, Jeremy 
Hansen and Christina Koch. The 
Artemis 1 mission will allow NASA to 
test the foundation of its latest human 
space exploration capabilities. 


NASA’s High-Resolution 
Air Quality Control 
Instrument Launched 

e NASA’s Tropospheric Emissions : 
Monitoring of Pollution (TEMPO) 
instrument has successfully launched 
on April 7, 2023. It marking a 
significant step forward in the 
monitoring of major air pollutants. 

e The instrument will provide 
unprecedented resolution, allowing 
scientists to observe air quality from 
space with accuracy down to just 
four-square miles. 

¢ The TEMPO mission aims to 
revolutionise the way air quality is 


monitored, helping to improve life 
on Earth. 


NASA Unveiled a New 
Generation of Spacesuits 

* The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) has unveiled a 
new generation of spacesuits for 
humanity's return journey to the Moon 
on March 15, 2023. 

* The new design of the 
comes with special feat 
astronauts conduct Scie 
experiments on the lun 
* NASA announced ; 
the updated suit 
III mission to th 


spacesuit 
ures to help 
Ntific 

ar surface. 


e is 
e Moon in oi 
. A well-fitting suit is į | 
prevent extreme fati 

all, physical harm. 
* The Current s 


Paces yj 
American astronauts h 


completely redesign 


t worn by 


ed Sing 


India’s First armoured Light 
Specialist Vehicle Launched 

* Mahindra Defence has begun deliveries 
of the ‘Armado’ from June 17, 2023 
“Itis India’s first Armoured Light 
Specialist Vehicle made fol the county > 
armed forces. 

* The fully-indigenous modular vehicle 
has ballistic protection up to the B7 leve! 
and STANAG Level Il. 

*ltcomes with multi-layered ballistic 
glass and a gun hatch. Armado 
Maximum speed is 120 kmph and 


, ` < k D7 
acceleration is 0-60 kmph mM 12 seconds 


Current Affairs Half Yearly 2023 


Indian Navy Outreach 
programme ‘Julley Ladakh’ 


. The Indian Navy has launched the 


Julley Ladakh outreach programme 
in Ladakh on June 16, 2023 

it aimed al increasing awareness 
about the service and engaging with 
the local youth and civil society. 

A highlight of this initiative is a 
5000 km Motorcycle Expedition 
. 1t was ceremoniously flagged off 
from the National War Memorial by 
V Adm Sanjay Jasjit Singh, 
Vice-Chief of Naval Staff. 


Current Affairs 


HALF YEARLY 


Indian Navy’s Outreach 
Programme ‘Julley Ladakh’ 

> The Indian Navy has launched an 
outreach programme called ‘Julley 
Ladakh’ (Hello Ladakh) on June 15, 
2023. 

» [It aim is to increase awareness about 
the Navy and engage with the youth 
and civil society in the pristine state of 
Ladakh. 

» As part of this initiative, a 5000 km 
Motorcycle Expedition was flagged-oft 
from the National War Memorial. 


Fourth Warship of Indian 
Navy ‘Sanshodhak’ Launched 
» The 4th SVL of the Indian Navy, 
named ‘Sanshodhak’, was launched at 
Kattupalli, Chennai on June 13, 2023. 
© The Survey Vessel Large (SVL) ships 
ive designed to replace the existing 
Sandhayak Class survey ships. 
» The ship's name, meaning 
‘Researcher, reflects its primary cole as 
a SUIVeY Vessel 

[hese ships have a length of 110 m, 
a width of 16 m and a displacement of 
3400 tonnes 


Third ASW SWC Class Ship 
‘Anjadeep’ Launched 

* The 3rd ship of the ASW SW( 

project ‘Anjadeep’ was launched on 
June 13, 2023. 

a This Anti-Submarine Wartare 
Shallow Water Craft (ASW SWC) clas» 
ship launched at M;s L&T, Kattupaih 


« 


Kattupalli is a suburb located North 
of Chennai, a Metropolitan city in 
Tamil Nadu, {ndia. 
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* The ASW SWC ships have a 
* length of 77 m 
e a displacement of 900 tonnes 
* amaximum speed of 25 knots 


* an endurance of 1800 nautical 
miles 


First Barge of the Series LSAM 
15 Delivered to Indian Navy 
* The first ACTCM barge, LSAM 15 
(Yard 125), has been delivered to the 
Indian Navy on June 9, 2023. 

* Ammunition Cum Torpedo Cum 
Missile (ACTCM) has been delivered 
by the Suryadipta Projects Pvt Ltd, 
Thane. 

* The deal was established under 
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ initiatives of 
the Government of India. 


* A total of eleven such barges are 
under construction. 


India -Sri Lanka Defense 
Seminar cum Exhibition Held 
* India Sri Lanka Defence seminar 
cum exhibition held on June 6, 2023 at 
Taj Samudra in Colombo. 

* It aims to strengthen the partnership 
between India and Sri Lanka in 
defence-related matters. 

e The event was feature a 
comprehensive exhibition. 


* It was showcases the capabilities of 
both countries in defence equipment 
manufacturing. 


India Conducted Asia’s First 
Performance-Based 
Navigation for Helicopters 

e India conducted Asia's first 
demonstration of performance-based 
navigation for helicopters for a flight 
from Juhu to Pune using GAGAN 
satellite technology on June 1, 2023. 
* GAGAN refers to GPS Aided GEO 
Augmented Navigation. 

e It is a space-based augmentation 
system for providing the best possible 
Navigational services over the Indian 
FIR (Flight Information Region) with 
the capability of expanding. 

e It was jointly developed by the 
Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) and the Airports Authority of 
India (AAI). 
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3rd India-Vietnam Maritime 
Security Dialogue Held 

* The 3rd India-Vietnam Maritime 
Security Dialogue was held in New 
Delhi on May 30, 2023. 

e Senior officials from both sides and 
Services concerned with maritime 
affairs participated in the Dialogue. 

* The two sides discussed ways to 
sustain a secure maritime environment 
conducive for inclusive growth. 


* They also reviewed maritime 
cooperation initiatives and avenues of 
reinforcing international and regional 
mechanisms for comprehensive 
maritime security. 


MiG-29K made Night Landing 
on INS-Vikrant 

e The Indian Navy achieved a 
significant milestone on May 24, 2023 
by performing the first-ever night 


landing of a MiG-29K onboard 
INS-Vikrant. 


e Itis noteworthy in this context that 
the MiG-29K night landing within 
three months of the first landing on 
INS-Vikrant is a challenging feat. 

e INS-Vikrant is current] 
air certification and fligh 
trials with rotary wing a 
aircraft to achieve ‘com 
very quickly, 


y undergoing 

t integration 
nd fixed wing 
bat ready’ status 


INS-Mormugao Engaged 
Seaskimming 

Supersonic Target 

* The Indian Navy successfully carried 
oul an engagement of a seaskimming 
supersonic target using its latest 
indigenous guided Missile destroyer 
INS-Mormugao on May 23, 2023. 

e This maiden endeavour showcases 
IN’s Future Proof Combat Readiness 
and commitment towards Aatma 
Nirbhar Bharat. 


o Current Affi 


e Mormugao coincidentally under 
her first sea sortie on December 19 
2021, when Goa celebrated 60 Years of 
liberation from Portuguese rule. 


India Launched 

‘Operation Karuna’ 

« India launched ‘Operation Karuna’ 

to provide humanitarian assistance for 
people in Myanmar, which is affected 
by Cyclone Mocha. 


00k 


* Three ships from India Carrying relief 
material reached Yangon on May 18 
2023. Indian Naval Ships Shivalik, 
Kamorta and Savitri were the first 
Naval ships to arrive at Yangon with 
relief material. 


e The ships are carrying emergency 
food supplies, tents, essential 
medicines, water pumps, portable 
generators, clothes, hygiene items, etc 


e Indian Navy Committed to Ensuring 
Security and Growth for All in the 
Region. 


Ministry of Defence Approved 
4th Positive Indigenisation 
List 

* The Defence Ministry approved the 
4th positive indigenisation list, Which 
includes 928 strategically important 
line replacement units, sub-systems, 
spares and components. 


* Thė list aims to promote self-reliance 
(self-reliance) in the defence sector 


and reduce imports by Defence Public 
Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) 


* The import substitution value of the 
approved list is 7715 crore. 


Air Force Received First Batch 
of Indigenous VTOL 

Loitering Munition 

e The air force has received its first 
indigenously designed and developed 
loitering munitions on May 8, 2023 

* These are capable of Operating kiin 


all kinds of terrain and hj 
s d hi h- . 
areas and can tak §-altitude 


any personnel to risk. 
e Named the ALS 50, the 
also known as a Suicid | | 
been developed by ate m 
engineers at Tata 

Limited (TAS). 


N 
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, TASL, the autonomous system is 
oned for Vertical Take Off and 
VTOL) and has successfully 
ated its capability to carry out 
uring trials and 


desi 
ganding ( 
demons 
precision strikes d 
tests. 


First Airbus C295 for India 


successfully Launched 
a's first Airbus C295 successfully 


e Indi 
aiden flight on May 8, 


completed its m 
2023. 

« This is an important milestone 
towards its delivery by the second half 
of 2023. 

e This maiden flight marks a 
significant milestone for the first Make 
in India aerospace programme. 

e The first 16 Airbus C295 aircraft are 
being built in Spain, while 40 are to be 
built in Gujarat by Tata Advanced 
Systems Limited in collaboration with 


Airbus. 


Indian Air Force Heritage 


Center Inaugurated 

e Defense Minister Rajnath Singh 
inaugurated the Indian Air Force 
Heritage Center in Chandigarh on 
April 8, 2023. 

« During the function, the minister 
also laid the foundation stone of 
Center for Cyber Ops and Security. 

e The Heritage Center displayed 
artefacts, simulators and interactive 
boards highlighting various aspects of 
operations in the Indian Air Force. 

e The Heritage Center aims to inspire 
the youth of Chandigarh to pursue a 
career in the Indian Air Force. 


Successful Maiden Test Trial 
Conducted of Air Droppable 


Container-15° | 
+ The DRDO along with the Indian 
Navy conducted the successful maiden 
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Exercise ‘Buland Bharat’ 
Concluded rat 


The Indian Army recently conducted a 
divisional-level integrated training 
exercise, codenamed Exercise ‘Buland 
Bharat’, in Arunachal Pradesh on 

May 5, 2023. 


‘Buland Bharat’ is an integrated 
training exercise taking place at the 
longest high-altitude Artillery Ranges 
in the eastern theatre which were 
recently brought into operation. 


The purpose of the month-long 
exercise was to verify plans for 
reducing integrated firepower through 
coordinated firing of artillery guns. 
It also aims to fire support 
components of Infantry towards the 
destruction of designated targets. 
Additionally, the exercise included 
evaluating the coordinated 
application of the surveillance and 
firepower capabilities of the Artillery 
and Infantry. 


India to Hand-over Fast Patrol 
Vessel Ship & Landing Craft 
to Maldives 

e Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
reached Maldives on his maiden visit 
on May 1, 2023. 

e He was received by Maldives’ 
Defence Minister Mariya Didi and 
other officials from Maldives National 
Defence forces. 

e Rajnath Singh will gift one Fast 
Patrol Vessel ship and a Landing Craft 
to the Maldives National Defence 


Forces. 
e He will also visit the ongoing project 
sites in the country and interact with 


the Indian diaspora. 


Indian Army Inducted 5 
Women Officers into its 
Artillery Regiment 
e The 5 women officers joined major 
artillery units of the Army on April 30, 
2023 after completing their training al 
the Officers Training Academy in 
Chennai. 

e 5 women Officers inducted into its 
Artillery Regiment are Lt. Mehak 
Saini, Lt. Sakshi Dubey, Lt. Aditi 
Yadav, Lt. Pavitra Moudgil and Lt. 
Akanksha. 


a DEFENCE & SECURITY 


a The move is a significant step 
towards gender equality in the Indian 
Armed Forces and reflects the Army's 
commitment to promoting diversity 
and inclusivity. 


First Woman Rafale Pilot in 


IAF Team 

* Shivangi Singh will take p 
multinational exercise ‘Orion’ in 
France on April 26, 2023. 

» She is the first woman pilot of the 
Indian Air Force to fly the Rafale 
fighter jet, is part of the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) team. 

e She is the first woman fighter 
of the Rafale squadron and is all set to 
create history by flying the multi-role 
air dominance aircraft. 

» Shivangi Singh joined the Indian Air 
Force in 2017 and was inducted into 
the second batch of IAF’s women 
fighter pilots. 

e Prior to flying Rafale, Shivangi had 
also flown the MiG-21 Bison aircraft. 


art in the 


pilot 


DRDO and Indian Navy 
Conducted Trial of 

BMD Interceptor 

e The DRDO and Indian Navy 
successfully conducted a maiden flight 
trial of sea-based endo-atmospheric 
interceptor missile off the coast of 
Odisha on April 21, 2023. 

e The objective of the test was to 
target and destroy the effect of an 
enemy ballistic missile threat. 

» The test could place the Indian Navy 
in an elite club of nations with BMD 
capabilities. 

+ Earlier, DRDO had successfully 
demonstrated the capability of the 
surface-based BMD system. 

« Thus, achieved the capability to 
neutralise incoming ballistic missile 
threats from the enemy. 


8th India-Thailand Defence 
Dialogue Held 

e The 8th India-Thailand Defence 
Dialogue was held in Bangkok on 

April 20, 2023. 

e The meeting was co-chaired by 
Nivedita Shukla, Special Secretary in 
the Ministry of Defense and General 
Nuchit Sribunsong, Deputy Permanent 
Secretary of Defense of Thailand, 


109 


D 


= DEFENCE & SECURITY 


* The ASW SWC ships have a 
* length of 77 m 


* a displacement of 900 tonnes 


a Maximum speed of 25 knots 


* an endurance of 1800 nautical 
miles 


First Barge of the Series LSAM 
15 Delivered to Indian Navy 

* The first ACTCM barge, LSAM 15 
(Yard 125), has been delivered to the 
Indian Navy on June 9, 2023. 


* AMMunition Cum Torpedo Cum 
Missile (ACTCM) has been delivered 
by the Suryadipta Projects Pvt Ltd, 
Thane. 

* The deal was established under 
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ initiatives of 
the Government of India. 


* A total of eleven such barges are 
under construction. 


India -Sri Lanka Defense 
Seminar cum Exhibition Held 
* India Sri Lanka Defence seminar 
cum exhibition held on June 6, 2023 at 
Taj Samudra in Colombo. 

* It aims to strengthen the partnership 
between India and Sri Lanka in 
defence-related matters. 

* The event was feature a 
comprehensive exhibition, 

* It was showcases the capabilities of 


both countries in defence cquipment 
manufacturing. 


India Conducted Asia’s First 
Performance-Based 


Navigation for Helicopters 

* India conducted Asia's first 
demonstration of performance-based 
navigation for helicopters for a flight 
from Jubu to Pune using GAGAN 
satellite technology on June J, 2023. 
* GAGAN refers to GPS Aided GEO 
Augmented Navigation. 

e Jt is a space-based auymentation 
system for providing the best possible 
navigational services over the Indian 
FIR (Flight Information Region) with 
the capability of expanding, 

* Jt was jointly developed by the 
Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) and the Airports Authority of 
India (AAI). 
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3rd India-Vietnam Maritime 
Security Dialogue Held 

* The 3rd India-Vietnam Maritime 
Security Dialogue was held in New 
Delhi on May 30, 2023. 


* Senior officials from both sides and 
Services concerned with maritime 
affairs participated in the Dialogue. 

* The two sides discussed ways to 
sustain a secure maritime environment 
conducive for inclusive growth. 


* They also reviewed maritime 
cooperation initiatives and avenues of 
reinforcing international and regional 
mechanisms for comprehensive 
maritime security, 


MiG-29K made Night Landing 
on INS-Vikrant 

* The Indian Navy achieved a 
significant milestone on May 24, 2023 
by performing the first-ever night 
landing of a MiG-29K onboard 
INS-Vikrant. 


* It is noteworthy in this context that 
the MiG-29k night landing within 
three months of the first | 


anding on 
INS-Vikrant is a challengi 


ny feat, 

y undergoing 

t integration 
and fixed wing 
‘Combat ready’ status 


* INS-Vikrant is current! 
air certification and fligh 
trials with rotary wing 
aircraft to achieye 
very quickly, 


INS-Mormugao Engaged 
Seaskimming 

Supersonic Target 

* The Indian Navy suc cessfully carried 
out an engagement of a seaskimminy 
SUPEFSONIC larget using its latest 
indigenous guided missile destroyer 
INS-Mormugao on May 23, 2023. 

* This maiden endeavour show, ases 
IN’s Future Proof Combat Readiness 
and commitment towards Aatma 
Nirbhar Bharat 


* Mormugao coincidentally unq 
her first sea sortie on Decembe 
2021, when Goa celebrated 60 


Cro 
rig 


YCars of 
liberation from Portuguese rule, 


India Launched 

‘Operation Karuna’ 

* India launched ‘Operation Karuna’ 
to provide humanitarian assistance for 
people in Myanmar, which is affected 
by Cyclone Mocha. 

* Three ships from India carrying relief 
material reached Yangon on May 18, 
2023. Indian Naval Ships Shivalik, 
Kamorta and Savitri were the first 
Naval ships to arrive at Yangon with 
rclicf material, 

* The ships are carrying emergency 
food supplies, tents, essential 
medicines, water pumps, portable 
gencrators, clothes, hygiene items, etc 
* Indian Navy Committed to Ensuring 


Security and Growth for All in the 
Region, 


Ministry of Defence Approved 


4th Positive Indigenisation 
List 


* The Defence Ministry approved the 
4th positive indigenisation list, which 
includes 928 Strategically important 
line replacement units, sub-systems, 
spares and Components. 

* The list aims to promote self-reliance 
(self-reliance) in the defence sector 
and reduce imports by Defence P 


ublic 
Sector Undertakings (DPSUs). 


* The import Substitution value of the 
approved list is? 715 Crore, 

Air Force Received First Batch 
of Indigenous VTOL 
Loitering Munition 

* The air force has received its fi 
indigenously designed 
loitering munitions on 
* These are ca rati i 
all kinds of ter Ug from 
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also known as a suig Ide nunition 
been developed by at 
Chyinecrs at Tata 
Limited (TASL) 
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, TASL, the autonomous system is 
designed for Vertical Take Off and 
tanding (VTOL) and has successfully 
demonstrated its capability to carry out 
precision strikes during trials and 

tests. 


First Airbus C295 for India 
successfully Launched 

» India’s first Airbus C295 successfully 
completed its maiden flight on May 8, 
2023. 

e This is an important milestone 
towards its delivery by the second half 
of 2023. 

e This maiden flight marks a 
significant milestone for the first Make 
in India aerospace programme. 

« The first 16 Airbus C295 aircraft are 
being built in Spain, while 40 are to be 
built in Gujarat by Tata Advanced 
Systems Limited in collaboration with 
Airbus. 


Indian Air Force Heritage 
Center Inaugurated 

* Defense Minister Rajnath Singh 
inaugurated the Indian Air Force 
Heritage Center in Chandigarh on 
April 8, 2023. 

« During the function, the minister 
also laid the foundation stone of 
Center for Cyber Ops and Security. 

e The Heritage Center displayed 
artefacts, simulators and interactive 
boards highlighting various aspects of 
operations in the Indian Air Force. | 
e The Heritage Center aims to inspire 
the youth of Chandigarh to pursue a 
career in the Indian Air Force. 


Successful Maiden Test Trial 
Conducted of Air Droppable 
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Exercise ‘Buland Bharat’ 
Concluded 


The Indian Army recently conducted a 
divisional-level integrated training 
exercise, codenamed Exercise ‘Buland 
Bharat’, in Arunachal Pradesh on 

May 5, 2023. 


‘Buland Bharat’ is an integrated 
training exercise taking place at the 
longest high-altitude Artillery Ranges 
in the eastern theatre which were 
recently brought into operation. 


The purpose of the month-long 
exercise was to verify plans for 
reducing integrated firepower through 
coordinated firing of artillery guns. 


It also aims to fire support 
components of Infantry towards the 
destruction of designated targets. 
Additionally, the exercise included 
evaluating the coordinated 
application of the surveillance and 
firepower capabilities of the Artillery 
and Infantry. 


India to Hand-over Fast Patrol 
Vessel Ship & Landing Craft 
to Maldives | | 

e Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
reached Maldives on his maiden visit 
on May 1, 2023. 

« He was received by Maldives’ 
Defence Minister Mariya Didi and 
other officials from Maldives National 
Defence forces. 

¢ Rajnath Singh will gift one Fast 
Patrol Vessel ship and a Landing Craft 
to the Maldives National Defence 
Forces. 

* He will also visit the ongoing project 
sites in the country and interact with 
the Indian diaspora. 


Indian Army Inducted 5 
Women Officers into its 
Artillery Regiment 

* The 5 women officers joined major 
artillery units of the Army on April 30, 
2023 after completing their training at 
the Officers Training Academy in 
Chennai, 

' > women officers inducted into its 
Artillery Regiment are Lt. Mehak 
Saini, Lt. Sakshi Dubey, Lt. Aditi 


Yadav, Lt. Pavitra Moudgil and Lt. 
Akanksha. 


A DEFENCE & SECURITY 


* The move is a significant step 
towards gender equality in the Indian 
Armed Forces and reflects the Army’s 
commitment to promoting diversity 
and inclusivity. 


First Woman Rafale Pilot in 
IAF Team 


* Shivangi Singh will take part in the 
multinational exercise ‘Orion’ in 
France on April 26, 2023. 


e She is the first woman pilot of the 
Indian Air Force to fly the Rafale 
fighter jet, is part of the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) team. 

e She is the first woman fighter pilot 
of the Rafale squadron and is all set to 
create history by flying the multi-role 
air dominance aircraft. 

e Shivangi Singh joined the Indian Air 
Force in 2017 and was inducted into 
the second batch of IAF’s women 
fighter pilots. 

e Prior to flying Rafale, Shivangi had 
also flown the MiG-21 Bison aircraft. 


DRDO and Indian Navy 
Conducted Trial of 

BMD Interceptor 

e The DRDO and Indian Navy 
successfully conducted a maiden flight 
trial of sea-based endo-atmospheric 
interceptor missile off the coast of 
Odisha on April 21, 2023. 

e The objective of the test was to 
target and destroy the effect of an 
enemy ballistic missile threat. 

* The test could place the Indian Navy 
in an elite club of nations with BMD 
capabilities. 

e Earlier, DRDO had successfully 
demonstrated the capability of the 
surface-based BMD system. 

» Thus, achieved the capability to 
neutralise incoming ballistic missile 
threats from the enemy. 


sth India-Thailand Defence 
Dialogue Held 
e The 8th India-Thailand Defence 
Dialogue was held in Bangk 
April 20, 2023. an 
e The meeting was co i 

ane: »-cha 
Nivedita Shukla, § sia 
the Minis 


f Thailand. 
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* They reviewed defence cooperation 
between the two countries and 
explored new initiatives to furthe! 
strengthen bilateral ties. 


Biofire Launched World’s First 
Smart Gun with 

Fingerprint Unlock 

* The world’s first ‘smart gun’ was 
introduced to the market on April 18, 
2023, featuring a cutting-edge 
fingerprint unlocking system. 

* The firearm boasts advanced safety 
features, including fingerprint 
unlocking to prevent unauthorised 
access. 

* The Biofire Smart Gun is a 9 mm 
firearm that automatically locks upon 
leaving the owner's hand, making it 
impossible to fire unless picked up by 
an authorised user. 

e The introduction of the Biofire Smart 
Gun is a significant step forward in the 
effort to improve firearm safety and 
prevent accidental shootings. 


President took a Historic 
Sortie ina 

Sukhoi 30 MKI Fighter Aircraft 
« The President of India, Droupadi 
Murmu, took a historic sortie in a 
Sukhoi 30 MKI fighter aircraft at the 
Tezpur Air Force Station in Assam on 
April 8, 2023. 

e Droupadi Murmu is the Supreme 
Commander of the Indian Armed 
Forces, flew for about 30 minutes. 

e The aircraft was flown by Group 
Captain Naveen Kumar, Commanding 
Officer of 106 Squadron. 

e The aircraft flew at an altitude of 
about 2 km above sea level and at a 
speed of about 800 km per hour. 

e Earlier, former President Dr. APJ 
Abdul Kalam, Pratibha Patil and 
Ramnath Kovind have flown in Indian 
Air Force fighter aircraft. 


Skyroot Aerospace Test-fired 
Advanced Fully 3D-printed 
Cryogenic Engine 

e Private space vehicle company 
Skyroot Aerospace test-fired its 
3D-printed Dhawan I] engine in | 
Nagpur for a duration of 200 seconds 


on April 4, 2023. 
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© This is the second cry 
test-fired by 


that has been successfully 
Skyroot, following the Dhawan-| 
engine that was tested in November 
2021. 

© The achievement comes after the 
November 2022 launch of Vikram-S, 
making Skyroot the first Indian private 
company to send a roc ket into space. 

e The engine has been developed by 
the company for its heavy vehicle 
Vikram II. 


President took a Historic 
Sortie in a Sukhoi 30 MKI 
Fighter Aircraft 


* The President of India, Droupadi 
Murmu, took a historic sortie in a 
Sukhoi 30 MKI fighter aircraft at the 
Tezpur Air Force Station in Assam on 
April 8, 2023. 


ae 


e Droupadi Murmu is the Supreme 
Commander of the Indian Armed 
Forces, flew for about 30 minutes. 

* The aircraft was flown by Group 
Captain Naveen Kumar, Commanding 
Officer of 106 Squadron. 

+ The aircraft flew at an altitude of 
about 2 km above sea level and at a 
speed of about 800 km per hour. 


* Earlier, former President Dr. APJ 
Abdul! Kalam, Pratibha Patil and 
Ramnath Kovind have flown in Indian 
Air Force fighter aircraft. 


7th India-Japan Defence 
Policy Dialogue Held 

e The dialogue was co-chaired by 
Giridhar Armane, Defense Secretary of 
India and Oka Masami, Defense 
Minister of International Affairs of 
Japan on April 5, 2023. 

« Both countries discussed a wide 
range of issues, including service-level 
exercises and engagements, regional 
securily issues, cooperation in defence 
equipment and technology. 
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. Both sides agreed to diversify 
cooperation in new and emerging 
domains such as the defence sector 


and cyber. 


Defence Ministry Signed 
Three Contracts 

* The Defense Ministry on March 29, 
2023 signed 3 contracts with domestic 
manufacturers at a total cost of about 
2 5400 crore to enhance the country’s 
defense capabilities. 

© The first contract has been signed 
with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) 
which pertains to the procurement of 
Project Akashtir, an automated air 
defense control and reporting system 
worth 2 1982 crore for the Indian Army. 
* The second contract with BEL 
pertains to the acquisition of Sarang 


Electronic Support Measure System for 


the Indian Navy at a total cost of 7 412 
crore. 

e The third contract with New Space 
India Limited pertains to procurement 
of GSAT 7B, an advanced 
communication satellite for the Indian 
Army at a total cost of 2963 crore. 


Passing Out Parade of First 
Batch of Agniveers 

e The first batch of 2585 Agniveers 
celebrated their passing out parade at 
INS-Chilka in Odisha on March 28, 
2023. The parade was held under the 
aegis of Southern Naval Command. 


e There are also 272 women Agniveers 
among those passing out in the parade. 
e Khushi Pathania was awarded the 
General Bipin Rawat Trophy for Best 
Female Agniveer at the first passing 
out parade of Agniveers at INS-Chilka. 


First Joint Conference of 


Army Chiefs of India and 
African Countries Held 

s The first joint conference of army 
chiefs of India and African countries 
was held in Pune on March 28, 2023. 
* Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
attended the conference as the chief 
guest. 

* Army Chief General Manoj Pandey 
Was also present. 

* This is the first ever conference of 
the army chiefs of these countries. 
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. Army chiefs of 10 countries were 
resent in this conference along with 
3] representatives of African countries. 


MoU Signed between 
Ministries of Ayush & Defence 
. The Ministry of Ayush and 
Department of Ex-servicemen 
welfare/ECHS, Ministry of Defence 
signed a MoU on March 24, 2023. 

e Its aim is to integrate Ayurveda in 
FCHS Polyclinics as an OPD service for 
a five-year period. 

. These will be set-up in 10 polyclinics 
located at Ambala, Mysore, Ranchi, 
Nagpur, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, 
Chennai, Meerut, Danapur and 
Alleppey (Alappuzha). 

. The Ministry will provide technical 
guidance from time to time and 
empanel Ayurveda doctors and 
pharmacists for their appointment. 

- The Ministry will provide a list of 
essential Ayurveda medicines and 
other technical support. 


Ministry of Defence Inked 
Contracts with BEL 

. The Defense Ministry signed two 
separate contracts with Bharat 
Electronics Limited (BEL) at a total cost 
of over 2 3700 crore on March 23, 2023. 
* Its aim is to enhance the operational 
capabilities of the Indian Air Force. 

© The first contract, worth over % 2800 
crore, pertains to the supply of 
Medium Power Radar (MPR) 
‘Arudhra’ to the IAF. 

* The 2nd contract, at 4 total cost of 
about 2 950 crore, pertains to ‘Radar 
Warning Receivers’ (RWR). 


Approval for Buying of 
Different Weapon Systems 


for Defence Forces : 
© Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) 
has approved proposals worth z 70500 
crore on March 17. pags tor payne 
different pA naa 
j fence 107 —" PI 
ee dae of the Defence Acquisiuon 
e A mee ' j 
Council chaired by Raksha a ahi 
ou n Sing was held in New Delhi. 
Rajnat me total proposals, Indian 
. Out of t constitute more than 


Navy propos ‘ch largely includes 
whic 
z 56000 crore, 


ystems for the 
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» indigenous BrahMos missiles 

e Shakti Electronic Warfare systems 

e Utility Helicopters-Maritime 
e This additional procurement of the 
BrahMos missile system will enhance 
the maritime strike capabilities and 
Anti-Surface Warfare Operation. 


INS-Dronacharya 
Received President Colour 
Award 


INS-Dronacharya received the 
prestigious President's Colour on 
Thursday in recognition of its 
commendable services on March 16, 
2023. INS-Dronacharya is the premier 
gunnery school of the Indian Navy. 


President Droupadi Murmu confered 
the award. The award is considered 
the highest honour that the President, 
who is also the Supreme Commander 
of the 3 services, bestows on a unit 
for its exceptional service to the 
nation. 

INS-Dronacharya was designated as 
the Centre for Excellence in gunnery 
and missile warfare in 2004. 


Flight Test of Tejas 
Successfully Conducted 


-e DRDO has successfully conducted a 


maiden flight-test of the Power Take 
off (PTO) Shaft on LCA Tejas Limited 
Series Production (LSP) -3 aircraft in 
Bengaluru on March 15, 2023. 


e The PTO is an equipment that 


‘transmits power from aircraft engine 


to gearbox. 

© It was indigenously designed and 
developed by the Combat Vehicles 
Research & Development Establishment 
(CVRDE), Chennai of DRDO. 

e The PTO shaft was designed with a 
unique innovative patented ‘Frequency 
Spanning Technique’ which enables it 
to negotiate different operating engine 
speeds. 


India Remained Biggest Arms 
Importer During 2018-22 

e India is the world’s largest arms 
importer for the 5-year period during 
2018-22, according to Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI) on March 13, 2023. 
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+ However, India’s arms imports have 
dropped by 11% between 2013-17 and 
2018-22. 

* Russia was the largest supplier of 
arms to India in both 2013-17 and 
2018-22, but its share of total Indian 
arms imports fell from 64% to 45%. 

* France (29%) and the US (11%) 
emerged as the 2nd and 3rd largest 
supplier of India between 2018-22. 

> India was the biggest arms export 
market to three countries — Russia, 
France and Israel and the second 
largest export market to South Korea. 


Approval to DRDO-developed 
Technology Behind 
Critical Drug 
> The manufacturing and marketing 
licenses for the commercial use of 
Prussian blue insoluble formulations 
have been granted on March 13, 2023 
by Drugs Controller General of India to 
e Scott-Edil Pharmacia Limited, 
Himachal Pradesh 
e Skanttr Lifescience (Gujarat) 


e It is one of the critical medicines 
listed by the WHO for radiological and 
nuclear emergencies. 

> The formulations are used for 
decontamination of Cesium and 
Thallium and its Active Pharmaceutical 
Ingredient. 

* The drug has been developed by the 
industry based on the technology of 
Institute of Nuclear Medicine and 
Allied Sciences, Delhi, a laboratory of 


DRDO. 


Centre Signed 7 934 Crore 
Deal with HSL 


» The Ministry of Defense signed a 
contract for General Refit of 
sindhukirti Submarine at Hindustan - 
Shipyard Limited (HSL), 
Visakhapatnam on March 12, 2023. 

ə Ina further boost to achieve 
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’, Centre signed 

z 934 crore deal with HSL. 

» Sindhukirti is the third Kilo class 
Diesel Electric Submarine. 

e The project involves over 20 Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) and will generate 
employment of 1000 man-days per da 
for the project duration. ý 
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First Naval Commanders’ 
Conference 2023 Held 


* The first Naval Commanders’ 
Conference for the year 2023 held on 
March 6, 2023. 


* For the first time, the conference 
Organised on board India’s first 
indigenous aircraft carrier, INS-Vikrant. 
* This year the first phase of the 
Commanders’ Conference held at sea. 
* The conterence has its own 
importance and relevance because of 
the current geo-strategic situation. 

* The conference serves as a platform 
for Naval Commanders to discuss 
important security issues at the 
military-strategic level. 


Defence Forces Halt ALH 
Dhruv Fleet Operations 

* Due to the crash of the ALH Dhruv 
fleet of the Indian Navy, the defense 
forces have halted the operation of this 
helicopters till the investigation report 
comes on March 11, 2023. 


* The Army, Navy and Air Force along 
with the Indian Coast Guard operate 
the ALH helicopter. 

* Advanced Light Helicopter or 
ALH-DHRUV is an indigenously 
developed aircraft by Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) with a 
twin-engine. 

* This helicopter was first flown in 
1992, but was put into service in 2002 
after certification. 


Indian Navy got First 

MCA Barge 

e A Missile Cum Ammunition (MCA) 
barge, Yard 75 (LSAM7) was launched 
by Indian Navy Rear Admiral Sandeep 
Mehta on February 24, 2023 at 
Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. 


+ With all major auxiliary equipment 
and systems sourced from indigenous 
manufacturers, the MCA barge is a 
proud flag bearer of the ‘Make in 
India’ initiative of the Ministry of 
Defence. 

* The availability of MCA barges will 
provide impetus to operational! 
commitments of the Indian Navy by 
facilitating transportation, 
embarkation, and disembarkation of 
equipment. 


AAD 


IAF Developed ‘Vayulink’ | 

* Ina major achievement, the Indian 
Air Force (IAF) has launched the 
indigenously built jammer-proof 


e This will help in maintaining contact 
with the base station even in bad 
weather. 


e It is an ad-hoc data link 
communication system that, when 
installed on an aircraft, transmits 
encrypted traffic data over a secure 
channel as well as the position of other 
aircraft. 


e ‘Vayulink’ is a highly secure 


communication system developed by 


the IAF. 


Abu Dhabi Defence Firm 
Signed MoU with India’s HAL 
* EDGE, UAE’s leading defence group 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with India’s 
aerospace firm Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL) on February 22, 2023. 
‘e The MoU pertains to the joint design 
and development of missile systems 
and unmanned aerial vehicles 
(drones). 
+ The two businesses will discuss 
e the use of HAL's small gas turbine 
engines on EDGE’s guided missiles 
* EDGE’s use of GPS jamming and 
spoofing devices on HAL's platforms 
e the possibility of additional 
knowledge sharing 
+ UAE Defence Expo was held 
February 20-24, 2023. This is the 
UAE's flagship defence expo. 


Aero India 2023 Held in 


Bengaluru 

e PM Narendra Modi inaugurated 
Aero India 2023, an air show hosted by 
the Department of Defence Production 
operating under the Defence Ministry. 


* It was held at the Air Force sp... 
Yelahanka in Bengalury (iar t 
from February 13 to 17, 2023 aka) 


e More than 32 defence Minister 
participated in the show. 25] i 
Memorandum of Understa 
worth % 75000 crore were Signed 

e ‘Runway to a Billion Opportunit; 
was theme of Aero India 2023, E 


ndings 


Defence Minister Launched 


ʻiDEX Investor Hub’ 


* Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
launched the ‘iDEX Investor Hub’ 
(IIH) on February 15, 2023. 


e Under iIH, more than ž 200 Crore 
had already been pledged by leading 
Indian investors. 


¢ Defence Minister also launched the 
9th edition of ‘Defence India Startup 
Challenges (DISC 9)’ on ‘Cybersecurity 
during the Aero India 2023. 


e Innovations for Defence Excellence 
(iDEX) is the flagship initiative of the 
Department of Defence Production to 
encourage start-ups engaged in 
defense innovation. 


* The ‘iDEX Investor Hub’ aims to 
accelerate investment in the Defence 
sector and give investors a unified 
view of opportunities and innovations. 


Union Cabinet Approved 7 
New Battalions 


* The Cabinet Committee on Security 

has approved a proposal to raise seven 

new battalions of Indo-Tibetan Border 

Police (ITBP) on February 15, 2023. 

‘ ee Cabinet Sanctioned new 
alons and an Operational border 


base with as 
; tren i _ 
for the ITBP gth of 9400 personnel 


m ; o. 
for guarding o owa will be utilised 


new border posts and 
8 camps’ 
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MISSILE TEST 

‘Agni Prime’ Ballistic Missile 
successfully Flight-Tested 

. New Generation Ballistic Missile 
‘Agni Prime’ was successfully 
flight-tested by DRDO on June 7, 
2023. 

« It is tested from Dr. APJ Abdul 
Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha. 
« DRDO’s successful test flight of 
‘Agni Prime’ missile marks a 
significant achievement. 

e This was the first pre-induction 
night launch by the users after 3 
successful developmental trials. 

+ ‘Agni Prime’ Missile is a two-stage 
canisterised missile. 

« The missile has a diameter of 1.2 m 
and a height of 10.5 m. 


Successful Training Launch of 


Agni-1 Ballistic Missile 

* A successful training launch of a 
Medium-Range Ballistic Missile, . 
Agni-] was carried out by the Strategic 
Forces Command from APJ Abdul 
Kalam Island in Odisha on June 1, 
2023. 

* Defence Ministry announced, the 
missile is a proven system, capable of 
Striking targets with a very high 

degree of precision. | 

* The user training launch successfully 
Validated all operational and technical 
parameters of the missile. 


BrahMos supersoni od 
Cruise Missile rr * 
* The Indian Navy ageme eA 
j e 

test-fired in the Arabian | 
ship-launched version of the Prao 
supersonic missile on ie 4 l 

he lates 
* INS-Mormugao, t st 
guided-missile destroyer: y 
hit ‘bulls eye’ during her mai 
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BrahMos supersonic cruise missile 
firing. 

* BrahMos Aerospace Pvt Ltd, an 
India-Russian joint venture, produces 
the supersonic cruise missiles that can 
be launched from submarines, ships, 
aircraft, or land platforms. 


Russia Successfully 
Tested ‘Advanced’ ICBM 


Russia successfully launched an 
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile 
(ICBM) of a mobile ground-based 
missile system on April 11, 2023. 


The ‘advanced’ ICBM successfully 
struck a target at a firing range in 
Kazakhstan. 


ICBM had been launched from the 
Kapustin Yar test site in Astrakhan 
Oblast, Russia. 


The massive test comes weeks after 
Russia suspended its participation in 
the last remaining nuclear arms 
control pact with the United States. 


Anti-Tank Guided Missile 
Amoghaz-lll Tested 

¢ Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) has 
successfully conducted a field firing 
test of its latest 3rd generation 
man-portable Anti-Tank Guided 
Missile (ATGM), Amogha-III on 

April 1, 2023. 


¢ The Amogha-III Missile has been 
developed indigenously under 
Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Programme (IGMDP). 
e Itis a third generation 


fire-and-forget Anti-Tank Guided 
Missile. 


Two Successful Flight Tests of 
VSHORADS Missile Conducted 
* The DRDO conducted two 
conseculive successful flight tests of 
Very Short-Range Air Defence System 
(VSHORADS) missile at Chandipur off 
the coast of Odisha on March 14, 2023. 
“a api is aman portable air 

ce system (MANPAD) meant for 
neutralising low altitude aerial threats 
at short ranges. 
* It has bee 


ae n designed and developed 
Indigenous] 


iia y by Research Centre 
rat (Hyderabad) in collaboration 
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with other DRDO laboratories and 
Indian industry partners. 

* The flight tests were carried out 
from a ground-based man portable 
launcher against high-speed 
unmanned aerial targets, mimicking 
approaching and receding aircraft. 


Successful Test Launch of 
Prithvi Il 

* The Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) on 
January 11, 2023 successfully carried 
out a training launch of a Short-Range 
Ballistic Missile ‘Prithvi-I’. It was 
launched from Integrated Test Range, 
Chandipur off the Odisha coast. 

* The user training launch successfully 
validated all operational and technical 
parameters of the Prithvi-II missile, 
which has a range of around 350 km. 

e The Prithvi is a tactical 
surface-to-surface Short-Range 
Ballistic Missile (SRBM) developed 
under the Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Program (IGMPD). 


COMMISSION 
DECOMMISSION 


INS-Magar Decommissioned 
after 36 Years of Service 

e INS-Magar, the oldest Landing Ship 
Tank (Large), was decommissioned by 
the Indian Navy after 36 years of 
service on May 6, 2023 at the Naval 
base in Kochi. 


* The Navy announced that a 
‘Barakhana’ was held by INS-Magar to 
honor former Commanding Officers 
and on-board veterans before the 
decommissioning ceremony. 

¢ The ship was launched on 
November 16, 1984, by Meera 
Tahiliani. 


e Ship commissioned by late Admiral 
RH Tahiliani on July 18, 1987, at 
Garden Reach Shipyard and Engineers 
Limited (Kolkata). 


Anti-Submarine Craft 

INS-Androth Launched 
° The INS-Androth, second in 
of eight Anti-Submarine Warf 
Shallow Water Cratt ( 


launched in Kolkat 
2023. 


a series 
are 
ASW SWC), was 
a on March 21, 
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* It is built by Garden Reach 
Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) 
Ltd for the Indian Navy. It is 77.6 
meters long and 10.5 meters wide. 

* It is powered by three diesel 
Propellers; these ships can reach a top 
speed of 25 knots. 

* Its primary role is to conduct 
anti-submarine operations in coastal 
Waters, low-intensity maritime 
operations, and mine-laying operations. 
* The first ship delivered in 
December 2022. 


INS-Vagir Commissioned 

into Indian Navy 

* The fifth Kalvari class submarine 
‘Vagir’ commissioned by the Indian 
Navy on January 23, 2023. 

* The Kalvari class submarines are 
being built in India by Mazagon Dock 
Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) Mumbai 
in collaboration with M/s Naval Group, 
France. 

* The INS-Vagir diesel-electric 
submarine was completely made in 
India and is seen as a step in making 
India self-reliant in the defense sector. 
* These submarines are highly 
expensive as they can stay underwater 
for more than 21 days. 

* It will also help the Indian 
Government achieve its defense 


exports target of ? 25000 crore by 2025. 


* Kalvari is the Indian name for 
Scorpene. Scorpene submarines were 
first developed by the French Naval 
Group. 


ARMED FORCES 
EXERCISE 


Air Defender 23 Exercise 
Organised 
e The German Air Force-led ‘Air 
Defender 23’ exercises, organised from 
June 12 to 23, 2023. 
e The exercise Air Defender 23 is the 
largest deployment exercise of air 
forces in NATO’s history. 
e 10000 exercise participants from 25 
nations with 250 aircraft will train air 
operations in European airspace. 

ə The ‘Air Defender 23’ exercise was 
| conceived in 2018 in part as a response 
to Russia’s annexation of Crimea from 
Ukraine four years earlier. 
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Indo-Maldives joint military 
exercise ‘Ekuverein’ Held - 

© The 12th edition of the joint military 
exercise ‘Ex Ekuverin’ has commenced 
on June 11, 2023. 

e Ex Ekuverin has commenced 
between the Indian Army and the 
Maldives National Defense Force at 
Chaubatia, Uttarakhand. 

* Ekuverein, meaning ‘friend’, is a 
bilateral annual exercise held 
alternately in India and Maldives. 

e The joint military exercise ‘EX l 
EKUVERIN’ between the two countries 
will be held from June 11-24, 2023. 


Maiden India-France-UAE _ 
Maritime Partnership Exercise 
Concluded 

e India, France, and the UAE have 
completed their three days maiden 
maritime partnership exercise on 

June 9, 2023. 

e It was the first-ever trilateral 
maritime partnership exercise between 
the three navies. 

e Trilateral cooperation between India, 


_ France and the UAE reached another 


historical milestone. 

e INS-Tarkash, French Ship Surcouf, 
French Rafale aircraft and UAE Navy 
Maritime Patrol Aircraft participated in 
the Gulf of Oman. 


Naval Exercise ‘Al Mohed 

Al Hindi 23’ 

* The sea phase of the 2nd edition of 
the bilateral exercise ‘Al Mohed Al 
Hindi 2023’ conducted on May 23-25, 
2023. 


e This is bilateral exercise between the 
Indian Navy and the Royal Saudi 
Naval Force (RSNF). 

e Exercise was conducted at Al Jubail, 
Saudi Arabia. INS-Tarkash, | 
INS-Subhadra and Dornier Maritime 
Patrol Aircraft (MPA) participated 
from the Indian side in the exercise. 
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> Royal Saudi Naval Force was 


represented by HMS Badr and Abdy 
Aziz, MH60R Helo and UAYs. 


Sudarshan Shakti Exercise 
2023 

» Indian Army conducted the exercise 
‘Sudarshan Shakti 2023’ from May 2) 
to 25, 2023. The Sapta Shakti 
Command of the Indian Army 
conducted exercise ‘Sudarshan Shakti 
2023. 

« Army conducted this exercise alon 
the western borders in Rajasthan and 
Punjab. 


'e The exercise aimed at transforming 


the forces into a modern, lean and 
agile combat. ‘Sudarshan Shakti 2023 
highlighted the commitment of the 


South Western Command. 


India-Indonesia Exercise 
‘Samudra Shakti’ 

ə 4th edition of India-Indonesia 
Bilateral exercise Samudra Shakti-23 
held from May 14 to 19, 2023 at Batam 
(Indonesia). 

+ An Indian Navy Dornier maritime 
patrol aircraft and Chetak helicopter 
was participated in the exercise. 

e The Indonesian Navy was 
represented by KRI Sultan Iskandar 
Muda, CN 235 Maritime Patrol Aircraft 
and AS565 Panther helicopters. 

* Samudra Shakti is a joint naval 
exercise conducted between the Indian 
Navy and the Indonesian Navy. 

* INS-Kavaratti is a stealth corvette 
that belongs to the Indian Navy. 


Exercise Ajeya Warrior-23 

* The 7th edition of the joint military 
exercise ‘AJEYA WARRIOR-23’ 
between India and the United 
Kingdom was conducted from April 27 
to May 11, 2023. 

* The exercise is part of an initiative 1 
develop interoperability and share 
expertise with friendly foreign nations: 
* Military forces of both countries 
Participate in this joint military 
exercise at Salisbury Plains (United 
Kingdom). 

* It aims to improve interoperability 
between the two forces while workis 


in accordance with the mandate of !* 
United Nations. 
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asEAN-India Maritime 
Exercise ar 

, The first ASEAN-India Maritime 
pxercise (AIME-2023) conducted off 
the coast of Singapore from May 2 to 
g, 2023. 

» Jt aims Was tO enhance 
interoperability and exchange of best 
practices among the participating 
navies. 

, with AIME-2023, India becomes the 
4th ASEAN dialogue partner, after 
Russia, China and the US, to hold the 
ASEAN+1 maritime exercise. 

. [NS-Satpura and INS-Delhi, 
accompanied by RADM Gurcharan 
singh (Flag Officer Commanding 
Fastern Fleet) participated in the 
exercise. 


Exercise INIOCHOS-23 

* The Indian Air Force (IAF) is set to 
participate in Exercise INIOCHOS-23, 
a multinational air exercise hosted by 
the Greece Air Force from April 24 to 
May 4, 2023. 

e The exercise will be held at Greece’s 
Andravida Air Base, and the IAF will 
join four Su-30 MKI aircraft and two 
C-17 aircraft in the drills. 

+ The objective of the exercise is to 
enhance international cooperation, 
synergy and interoperability among 
the participating air forces. 

« The JAF will be taking part in 
Exercise INIOCHOS-23 with four 
Su-30 MKI aircraft and two C-17 
aircraft. 


International Air Exercise 
ORION 
* The Indian Air Force (IAF) 
the Air Force Base Statuon of the : 
French Air and Space Force (FAS: ) 7 
Mont de Marsan, France to participate 
in the Orion exercise. 
* The ORION exercise prog 
being conducted from April 17 to 
May 5, 2023. 
* The IAF contingen a 
includes four Rafale = 
and two I-78 aircraft al rad 
: : - a first OVETSES: 
e This will be the re ee 
exercise for the ware 
inducted into the IAF. 


arrived at 


in 
ramme Is 


t for the exercise 
raft, two C-17 
d 165 airmen. 
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Exercise Cope India 2023 

* Exercise Cope India 2023 is being 
held at Air Force Stations Arjan Singh 
(Panagarh), Kalaikunda (West Bengal) 
and Agra from April 10, 2023. 

* This exercise is a bilateral air force 
exercise between the IAF and the 
United States Air Force (USAF), 

e The aim of the exercise is to enhance 
mutual understanding between the 
two air forces and to share their best 
practices. Both countries will field 
C-130 J and C-17 aircraft in the 
exercise, along with USAF MC-130J 
operations. 


Joint Military Exercise 
‘Ex KAVACH’ 


The Andaman and Nicobar Command 
(ANC) conducted a large-scale joint 
military exercise ‘X Kavach’ involving 
assets of the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Coast Guard. 


The exercise was aimed at fine-tuning 
joint combat capabilities and Standard 
Operating Procedures and enhancing 
interoperability and operational 
synergy between the armies. The 
exercise featured multi-domain 
exercises involving amphibious 
landings, airborne operations, 
heliborne operations and rapid entry 
of special forces off the coast. 


Bilateral Maritime Exercise 
SLINEX-2023 

+ The 10th Edition of the annual 
India-Sri Lanka Bilateral Maritime 
exercise SLINEX-2023 began in 
Colombo on the April 3, 2023. 

« The exercise is being conducted in 
two phases of three days each, the 
harbor phase and the sea phase. 

e The Indian Navy will be represented 
by INS-Kiltan and INS-Savitri, while 
the Sri Lankan Navy will be 
represented by SLNS Vijayabahu and 
SLNS Samudura. 


Multi Domain Exercise 

‘Vayar Prahar’ 

e The Indian Army and Air Force 
conducted a joint exercise in the 
second week of March 2023. 

* The Multi-Domain Air-Land Exercise 
Vayu Prahar in the Eastern Theatre . 
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Was aimed at validating joint plans to 
prosecute synergised multiple-domain 
operations. 

* The objective of the Multi-Domain 
operations is to orchestrate military 
activities across all domains to deliver 
converging effects. 

* The exercise validated and refined 
procedures quintessential for 
synergised joint operations. 


Maritime Exercise ‘Konkan’ 

* The annual bilateral maritime 
exercise ‘Konkan’ between the Indian 
Navy and UK’s Royal Navy was held 
off the Konkan coast in the Arabian 
Sea from March 20-22, 2023. 


» The joint exercise by both the navies 
demonstrated operational readiness, 
enhanced interoperability and 
improved capability to conduct joint 
operations. 


2 INS-Trishul, a Guided Missile 
Frigate, and HMS Lancaster, a Type 23 
Guided Missile Frigate, participated in 
‘Konkan 2023’. 

e It conducted several maritime 
exercises to enhance interoperability 
and imbibe best practices. 

e The exercise covered all domains of 
maritime operations, air, surface and 
subsurface. 


AFINDEX 2023 
¢ The Africa-India Field Training 
Exercise (AFINDEX- 2023) was 
conducted from March 16 to 29, 2023. 
ə The 2nd Edition of the Africa-India 
Field Training Exercise 
(AFINDEX-2023) was held at Foreign 
Training Node, Aundh (Pune). 
e AFINDEX-2023 saw the participation 
of 25 nations, including India (SIKH, 
MARATHA, and MAHAR Regiments) 
and 24 African countries. 
¢ The primary objective of the AFINDEX 
exercise was to 
ə Foster constructive military ties, 
share and adopt each other’s best 
practices 
* Enhance the ability to work together 
while carrying out Humanitarian Mine 
Action and Peace Keeping Operations 
mandated by the United Nations 


* This exercise is a major landmark in 
defence relations between India and 
African nations. 
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Multi-Lateral ASW Exercise 
Sea Dragon 

The Indian Navy deploved a P81 
USA, on March 14, 
to participated in the third 
edition of ‘Exercise Sea Dragon 23’ 


aircraft to Guam 

2023 
The exercise, scheduled from 

to March 30, 2023, focused 


on coordinated ASW tactics among the 


March l 5 


Participating countries and involved 
advanced ASW drills 

Exercises have featured US allies 
ana partners from Canada, Japan, 
India and the Republic of Korea at the 
US Air Force Base in Guam. 
* Exercise Sea Dragon is a biennial, 
multi-national naval exercise focused 
on Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) 


training, tactics, and procedures. 


Exercise ‘La Perouse’ 

* The third edition of the multilateral 
exercise ‘La Perouse’ was held from 
March 13 to 14, 2023 in the Indian 
Ocean region. 

* Indian Navy’s indigenously built 
guided missile frigate INS-Sahyadri 
and fleet tanker INS-Jyoti participated 
in the exercise. 

* The first edition of this joint exercise 
was initiated by France in 2019. 

e The biennial exercise La Perouse is 
organised by the French Navy. 


Joint Military Exercise 
‘Dustlik 2023’ 

+ The 2023 edition of the biennial 
training exercise ‘DUSTLIK’ held in 
Pithoragarh (Uttarakhand) from 
February 20 to March 5, 2023. 

« The objective was to provide 
collaborative training for 
counterterrorism operations carried 
out in accordance with a UN mandate, 
particularly in hilly, urban, or rural 
environments. 

« The exercise also gave the militaries 
a chance to improve cross-cultural 
understanding and boost trust and 
collaboration. 

© The first Indo-Uzbekistan Joint Field 
Training Exercise ‘DUSTLIK-20] 9’ 
ended on November 13, 2019. 


international Maritime 
Exercise/Cutlass Express 23 
e The International Maritime 
Exercise/Cullass Express 2023 | 
(IMX/CE-23) held in the Gulf region 
from February 26 to March 16, 2023. 
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e IMX/CE-23 was one of the largest 
multinational maritime exercises in 
the world. 

e Earlier, in November 2022, 
INS-Trikand had participated in the 
CMF led Operation Sea Sword 2. 

* INS-Trikand participated in this 
International Maritime 
Exercise/Cutlass Express 2023 
(IMX/CE-23). 


Cobra Warrior Exercise 

* IAF departs for the British Royal Air 
Force to participate in Exercise Cobra 
Warrior at Waddington Air Force Base. 
* This exercise is proposed to be 
organised from March 6 to March 24, 
2023. 

e The aim of the exercise is to engage 
in a variety of activities by different 
fighter aircraft and learn from the best 
practices of different air forces. 


4th ‘Dharma Guardian’ 

2023 Exercise 

e India and Japan have kick started an 
exercise ‘Ex Dharma Guardian’ at 
Camp Imazu in Shiga Province, Japan 
from February 17 to March 2, 2023. 


e India and Japan will kick-off an 
exercise ‘Ex Dharma Guardian’ at Camp 
Imazu in Shiga Province (Japan). 

e The training will focus primarily 

on a high degree of physical fitness 
and sharing of drills at the tactical 
level. 


e Exercise Dharma Guardian will 
strengthen bilateral ties and the level 
of defence cooperation between the 
Indian Army and the Japanese Ground 
Self-Defense Force. 


‘Trishakti Prahar’ Exercise 

e A 10-day joint training exercise 
‘Trishakti Prahar’ concluded in the 
strategically vital Siliguri corridor, in 
North Bengal on January 31, 2023. 

+ The Indian Army, Indian Air Force, 
and the central armed police forces 
(CAPFs) have concluded ‘Trishakri 
Prahar’ (three-force strike) in north 
Bengal. 

e The strategically important ‘Siliguri 
Corridor’ is also known as the 
‘Chicken’s Neck’. 

+ The exercise was aimed at testing the 
joint operational readiness of the 
various forces and the synergy between 
them in a networked environment. 


Exercise Cyclone-! 

The first joint exercise between the 
special forces of the Indian and the 
Egyptian Army, ‘Exercise Cyclone-p 
concluded on January 29, 2023 at 
Jaisalmer (Rajasthan). 


e 14 days long exercise was carried oy 
in the deserts of Rajasthan engaged 
both the contingents to advance 
special forces skills. 

e Special forces skills included 
Sniping, Combat Free Fall, 
Surveillance and Target Designation, 
sharing of information on weapons, 
equipment, innovations, tactics etc. 


e The exercise aims was to bolster 
defence cooperation between the two 
countries and focus on sharing 
professional skills and interoperability 
of special forces in desert terrain. 


‘Veer Guardian 2023’ Exercise 
e The bilateral air exercise ‘Veer 
Guardian 2023’ between the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) and Japan Air Self 
Defence Force (JASDF) concluded in 
Japan on January 27, 2023. 

e The JASDF participated in the 
exercise with its F-2 and F-15 aircraft, 
while the IAF contingent participated 
with the Su-30 MKI aircraft. 

e During the joint training spanning 
16 days, the two Air Forces engaged in 
complex and comprehensive aerial 
manoeuvres in multiple simulated 
operational scenarios. 


Naval Exercise ‘Varuna 2023’ 
+ The 21st edition of the bilateral 
naval exercise ‘Varuna’ between India 
and France began off the western 
seaboard on January 16, 2023. 


e Indian Navy's indigenous Guided 
Missile Stealth Destroyer Ship 
INS-Chennai, Guided Missile Frigate 
INS-Teg Nauka, Maritime Patrol 
Aircraft P-81 and MiG29 participated 
in this exercise. 

* The French Navy represented by 
aircraft carriers Charles de Gaulle, FS 
Forbin and Provence yachts, support 
ship FS Marne and maritime patrol 
aircraft Atlantique in this exercise. 
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Guwahati got FSSAI’s ‘Eat 
Right Station’ Certification 
* The Guwahati Railway Station 
located in Assam received the 
prestigious ‘Eat Right Station’ 
certification on June 16, 2023. 


* Guwahati becomes first railway 
station in North-East to get FSSAI’s 
‘Eat Right Station’ certification. 

* FSSA] means the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). 
* This certification is an 
acknowledgment of the station’s efforts 
in maintaining the benchmark in 
serving safe food to the passengers. 
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First AIIMS in country to get 
NABH Accreditation 
+ AIIMS Nagpur first AIIMS in 


country to get NABH accreditation on 
June 6, 2023. 


* AIMS Nagpur is the branch of the 
All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
in Nagpur. 

* This accreditation places at par 
with the world’s leading hospital 
standards in terms of quality and 
patient care. 

* The NABH accreditation serves as 
validation of their efforts in these 
fields. 
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* NABH is the National Accreditation 
Board for Hospitals. 


Govt Banned 14 Fixed-dose 
Medicines 

* Government has notified on June 3, 
2023 to banned 14 fixed-dose drugs. 

* They have been found to lack 
therapeutic justification and may pose 
risks to health. 

* It is necessary to prohibit the 
manufacture, sale and distribution of 
the fixed dose medicines in larger 
public interest. 

* They are usually manufactured in a 
fixed ratio and distributed. 


© The 14 FDCs include combinations such 
ads 


* Nimesulide Paracetamol dispersible 
tablets 
* Amoxicillin Bromhexine 


* Pholcodine Promethazine 


India Joined Centralised 
Laboratory Network 
* India has become a member of the 


Centralised Laboratory Network (CLN) 
on June 1, 2023. 


* CLN is a global collaboration aimed 
at testing vaccines during pandemic 
and epidemic disease outbreaks. 

* The CLN, which is part of the 
Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations (CEPI), consists of 15 
partner facilities from 13 countries. 


India, known for its expertise in 
medical research, has joined the 
Centralised Laboratory Network. 
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¢ The primary objective of the CLN is 
to conduct rigorous testing of potential 
vaccines during pandemics and 
epidemic outbreaks. 


New Rules for Anti-tobacco 
Warnings on OTT Platforms 

e Union Health Ministry has notified 
new rules for anti-tobacco warnings on 
OTT platforms. The notification 
mandates OTT platforms to carry 
anti-tobacco warming messages. 

* Every publisher of online-curated 
content displaying tobacco products or 
their use shall display anti-tobacco 
health spots, of minimum 30 seconds 
duration in the programme. 

* Strict action will be taken if the 
publisher of online content fails to 
comply with the new rules. The 
notification came on the occasion of 
World No Tobacco Day. 


AIIMS Nagpur Received NABH 
Accreditation 

e Al India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) Nagpur has become 
the first of all AIIMS to receive NABH 
accreditation on May 31, 2023. 

* The NABH accreditation is a globally 
recognized standard for healthcare 
quality. 

* The NABH accreditation process is 
rigorous and comprehensive, and it 
assesses a hospital’s performance in a 
number of areas, including patient 
care, safety and organisational 
efficiency. 

* AIIMS Nagpur was able to achieve 
this accreditation by demonstrating its 
commitment to excellence in all of 
these areas. 


Health Index Report of Covid 
Year Released 

« The southern states of Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu and Telangana emerged as the 
top performers among the larger states 
in the Health Index Report of Covid 
Year. 

e NITI Aayog’s annual health index for 
the Covid year of 2020-21 released in 
May 27, 2023. 

+ Among the smaller states, Tripura 
ranked the highest, while Delhi ranked 
at the bottom among the Union 
territories. 
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* Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh are positioned at the bottom 
of the list, ranking 19th, 18th, and 
17th, respectively, 

© The NITI Aayog, in collaboration 
with the Union Health Ministry and 
World Bank, launched the annual 
health index in 2017, 


Joint Child Malnutrition 
Estimates, Levels and Trends, 
2023 Edition Released 

* UNICEF, WHO, World Bank Group 
have released a report titled — “Levels 
and trends in child malnutrition : 
Joint Child Malnutrition Estimates 
(JME)” on May 26, 2023. 


« Report stating that in 2020, 18.7% of 
Indian children were affected by 
Wasting caused by poor nutrient 
intake. 

e According to report, half of all 
children with wasting in the world live 
in India. 

e India had a stunting rate of 31.7% in 
2022, down from 41.6% in 2012, a 
decade ago. 

e There are 37 million children under 
five who are overweight globally, an 
increase of nearly four million since 
- 2000. 

e India had an overweight percentage 
of 2.8% in 2022, compared to 2.2% in 
2012. 


International Conference on 
‘India Pharma & India 
Medical Devices’ 

ə Union Minister Dr. Mansukh 
Mandaviya inaugurated the 8th edition 
of the International Conference on 
‘India Pharma & India Medical Device 
2023’ on May 26, 2023. 

e Two days conference organised by 
the Department of Pharmaceuticals in 
association with FICCI from 

May 26-27, 2022 in New Delhi. 
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© 8th Edition of the event lo promote 
India as a Manufacturing hub of 
quality medical products in the 
Pharmaceutical and Medical Devices 
Sector, 

Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya formally 
launched the National Medical Devices 
Policy, 2023. 


US FDA Approved Pfizer's 
Covid Antiviral Pill 

© The US Food and Drug Administra- 
tion has granted full approval to 
Pfizer's oral antiviral Covid-19 
treatment, Paxlovid on May 25, 2023, 
e Paxlovid is made available to adults 
at high risk for progression to severe 
Covid-19, including hospitalisation or 
death, 

e Paxlovid initially received emergency 
use authorisation from the FDA in late 
2021. 


WHO Warned in Dengue 
Cases in Afghanistan 

e The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has issued an alert n May 23, 
2023 on the recent cases of dengue 
fever in Afghanistan. 

e The organisation announced that 
their medical staff has enough 
equipment to control the disease. 

+ The organisation informed that the 
number of dengue patients may 
increase during the rainy season. 

è Twelve groups of 65 women health 
professionals are participating in the 
three-day programme to protect 
against dengue patients. 


‘75/25’ Initiative for People 
with Hypertension, 

Diabetes Launched 
$ The Union Health Ministry has 
unveiled the ‘75/25’ initiative, aiming 
to revolutionise the management and 
prevention of Non-Communicable 
Diseases (NCDs) in India on May 18, 
2023. 

» This ambitious programme sets a 
target of providing Standard Care to 75 
million individuals with hypertension 
and diabetes by 2025. 

* The ‘75/25’ initiative places 
Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) 
at the forefront of India’s healthcare 
agenda. 
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National Homoeopathic 
convention ‘Homocon 2023’ 


inaugurated 

» CM Pushkar Singh Dhami 
inaugurated the National 
Homoeopathic Convention ‘Homeocon 
2023’ at Doon University (Dehradun) 
on May 14, 2023. 

e He also launched a documentary on 
Homeopathy. Homeopathy has been 
recognised as the second most 
practiced system of medicine in the 
world. 

e Its importance has been 
demonstrated during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 


Monkeypox No Longer a 
Global Health Emergency 

«+ WHO declared the end of a global 
health emergency on May 11, 2023 for 
the rare but potentially serious disease 
mpox, formerly known as monkeypox. 
e According to WHO, countries have 
reported about 90% fewer cases in the 
past three months. 

« The emergency declaration was 
issued in July 2022 amid a major 
global surge in cases. 

e Monkeypox is a viral zoonotic 
disease that is transmitted from 
animals to humans and this virus is an 
orthopoxvirus similar to smallpox. 

* It has been identified as a 
smallpox-like disease in monkeys, 
hence it is called monkeypox. 


ICMR and Ministry of 

AYUSH Signed MoU 

* Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) and AYUSH Ministry signed 
an MoU on May 11, 2023. 

* MoU signed for collaborative and 
cooperative Momentum on health 
research in the field of Integrated 
Medicine. 

* The MoU envisages collaboration in 
areas of convergence and synergy 
between the two organisations to 
Strengthen integrated health research 
and research capacity. 
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Both the institutes will formulate 
and implement joint research projects 
and programmes. 


NMC Announced Common 
National Medical Register 


The National Medical Commission 
notified the Registration of Medical 
Practitioners and Licence to Practice 
Medicine Regulations, 2023. 


The Indian government has made it 
mandatory for all registered doctors 
to get a Unique Identification Number 
(UID) from the National Medical 
Commission (NMC). 


With this, people would be able to 
know details like registration number, 
date of birth, date of registration, etc 
of the doctor. 


As per the new notification, a 
common medical register will be 
maintained and updated by the NMC 
for all the registered medical 
practitioners of the country. 


First Baby with DNA from 
Three People Born in the UK 
« A baby has been born using three 
people’s DNA for the first time in the 
UK, the fertility regulator has 
confirmed on May 8, 2023. 


e Most of their DNA comes from their 
two parents and around 0.1% from a 
third, donor woman. 

e The new medical miracle is aimed at 
preventing children from inheriting 
incurable mitochondrial diseases. 

* Mitochondrial diseases are incurable 
and can be fatal within days or even 
hours of birth. 

* Some families have lost multiple 
children and this technique is seen as 
the only option for them to have a 
healthy child of their own. 


Phase-lll of Thalassemia Bal 
Sewa Yojana Launched 

e Union Minister Dr. Bharati Pravin 
Pawar launched the third phase of 
Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojana (TBSY) 


of the Health Ministry on May 8, 2023. 


+ She is Union Minister of State for 
Health and Family Welfare. 

« She also launched the Thalassemia 
Bal Sewa Yojana Portal. 
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* Dr. Pawar also released the Standard 
Treatment Workflow for Sickle Cell 
Disease on the occasion. This has been 
developed by ICMR. 

* Thalassemia is an inherited blood 
disorder that causes the human body 
to have less haemoglobin than normal. 


Union Minister Launched 
IHD Platform 
e The India Health Dialogue (IHD) 
platform was launched in New Delhi 
on May 3, 2023, by Union Minister for 
MSME Narayan Rane. 
* India Health Dialogue (IHD) is a 
collaborative platform initiated by the 
India Chamber of Business and 
Commerce in partnership with 

* Indian Council of Medical research 

* Indian Medical Association (IMA) 

* supported by the Ministry of MSME, 

Gol 
* Its aim is to revolutionise the health 
and healthcare sector for the future. 


US FDA Approved World’s 
First RSV Vaccine 


* The United States Food and Drug 
Administration approved the world’s 
first Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 


` vaccine that is meant for older adults 


on May 4, 2023. 


* However, the vaccine still needs 
approval from the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention before 
it can be rolled out to the public. 

e The RSV infection is more common 
among children but at times it also 
attacks the elderly population. 

e RSV normally causes mild, cold-like 
symptoms, but it can be serious for 
people with weak immune systems. 

* The vaccine was approved for people 
aged 60 and older after it was found 
83% effective against diseases caused 
by RSV. 


‘NAMO Medical Education 
and Research Institute’ 
Inaugurated 

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the ‘NAMO Medical 
Education and Research Institute’ in 
Silvassa town on April 29, 2023. 

* It is located in the Union Territory of 


Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman 
and Diu. 
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* The institute has been developed 
under the Ministry of Health and is 
spread over a lush green campus of 
14.48 acres built at a cost of ? 203 crore. 


Approval for Establishment of 
157 New Government Nursing 
Colleges 

* The Union government has approved 
the establishment of 157 new 
government nursing colleges at a cost 
of 7 1570 crore in co-location with 
existing medical colleges in the 
country. 

* The decision was taken at the 
meeting of Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi 
on April 26, 2023. 

* The demand for BSc nursing has 
risen globally including within India 
and the opening of new nursing 
colleges will help cater to the rising 
demand. 

* These nursing colleges will be 
established in the next 24 months. 


National Conference on 
Female Infertility Organised 

e Ayush Ministry organized a national 
conference on female infertility in New 
Delhi on April 17, 2023. 

e Female Infertility affects millions of 
people and has an impact on their 
families and communities. 

e According to WHO reports, in 37% of 
infertile couples, female infertility was 
the cause. 

e In India, the cases of female 
infertility are rising and affect 
approximately 15% of couples. 


Digital Health Summit 

2023 Held 

e The Digital Health Summit 2023 was 
organised jointly by the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) and the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
on April 16, 2023 in Goa. 

e The theme of the event was 
“Building One Health together — 
Improving Health Equity”. | 
summit was to bring 
together industry leaders and global 
health experts and thought Joano to 
deliberate On the key issues faced by 
the digital health sector. The event 


e The aim of the 
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aligns with the agenda of India’s G20 
health working group on digital health 
innovations. 

e It aims to assist in universal health 
coverage and improve healthcare 
delivery for One Earth, One Family, 
One Future. 


Ghana became First Country 
to Approve Oxford’s 

Malaria Vaccine 

© Ghana has made history on April 13, 
2023 by becoming the first country to 
approve a highly effective malaria 
vaccine developed by scientists at the 
University of Oxford in the UK. 


ok 


ə The vaccine, called R21/Matrix-M, 
has exceeded the World Health 
Organisation’s target of 75% efficacy, 
making it a significant milestone in 
the fight against malaria. 

e According to the WHO, an estimated 
619000 people died from malaria in 
2021, with the vast majority of the 
deaths being children in sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

* In Ghana, where malaria is endemic 
and perennial, an estimated 

5.3 million cases and 12500 deaths 
were recorded in 2021. 


‘Health of the Nation 2023’ 
Report Published 

e Apollo Hospitals Group has released 
its annual Health of the Nation report 
2023 on April 8, 2023. 

¢ Report has found a 50% increase in 
the prevalence of obesity and 18% 
increase in dyslipidaemia among 
Indians between 2019 and 2022. 

e Diabetes and hypertension diagnosis 
saw an 8% and 11% increase 
respectively between 2019 and 2022. 

e There is also an increasing risk of 
hypertension among Indians over 45 
years — prevalence in diagnosis having 
increased from 14% to 16% in the last 
three years. 
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WHO's Infertility Prevalence 
Estimates 1990-2021 


Published 

» The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) published the report on 
Infertility Prevalence Estimates, 
1990-2021 on April 4, 2023. 

+ The report's purpose is to provide 
estimates of the global and regional 
prevalence of infertility by analysing 
all relevant and representative studies 
from 1990-2021. 

e Infertility is a disease of the 
reproductive system in human that is 
defined by the failure to achieve 
pregnancy after 12 months or more of 


- regular unprotected sexual intercourse. 


e It affects millions of people globally, 
and the WHO estimates that the 
prevalence rate of infertility among the 
global adult population is 17.5%. 


India Introduce Mathematical 
Model to Estimate TB Cases 


e India has developed a country-level 
mathematical model on April 1, 2023 
that estimates the prevalence of 
tuberculosis (TB) cases in the country. 
e The model allows for TB incidence 
and mortality estimate data to be 
available by March each year, months 
before the WHO releases its annual 
estimates in October. 

ə India becomes first country to 
develop model for TB estimation. 

* India has made significant efforts to 
increase the National TB Elimination 
Programme coverage and generate 
more evidence. 


Eravikulam National Park got 
a Fernarium for the First Time 
e Eravikulam National Park in 
Munnar, Kerala has a new attraction - 
a fernarium and it is the first fern 
collection set-up in a hill station on 
April 4, 2023. 

* The Fernarium is located within the 
park close to the Orchidarium and is 
accessible to the public from April 20, 
2023. 

e The objective of the Fernarium is t0 
educate visitors about the biodiversily 
of the park and to showcase the flora 
in a unique way. 
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New Butterfly Species 
piscovered in Kerala 

. A group of researchers discovered a 
putterfly subspecies from the fringes of 
Akkulam and Vembanad lakes in 
Kerala on April 1, 2023. 

. The name of this subspecies of 
discovered butterfly is Caltoris bromus 
Sadashiv. 

. It belongs to the skipper butterfly 
family of Lepidoptera (moths and 
butterflies). It is the first Bromus swift 
butterfly to be documented in the 
western Ghats. 


Bandipur Completed 50 Years 
as a Project Tiger Reserve 

e Bandipur completed 50 years as a 
Project Tiger Reserve on April 1, 2023. 
e This reserve is located in the state of 
Karnataka and is spread over an area 
of 912.04 sq km. 

e It is located in two districts of 
Karnataka, Mysore and 
Chamarajanagar. It is considered one 
of the world’s premier tiger habitats. 

* Itis an important component of the 
country’s first biosphere reserve — the 
Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. 


Azerbaijan and Tajikistan 
Certified as Malaria-Free 

¢ The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has certified Azerbaijan and 
Tajikistan as malaria-free for 
eliminating the Anopheles 
mosquito-borne disease in their 
territories. 

e The declaration came on March 29, 
2023, after an extensive, century-long 
campaign by the two nations to 
eradicate the disease. | 

¢ Certification of malaria elimination 
is the official recognition by WHO of a 
country's malaria-free status. 

e Azerbaijan detected its last case of 
locally transmitted Plasmodium vivax 
(P.vivax) malaria in 2012 and 
Tajikistan in 2014. 


Basic Customs Duty 
Abolished on Treatment of 
Rare Diseases 

* The Central government on 
March 30, 2023 exempted basic 


customs duty on all drugs and food for 
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special medical purposes imported for 
personal use for treatment of rare 
diseases. 

¢ The import duty exemption will be 
applicable from April 1, 2023. 

* The exempted drugs and food items 
are listed under the National Rare 
Disease Policy 2021. 

+ The WHO defines a rare disease as 
one with a frequency of less than 
6.5-10 per 10000 people. 


‘One World TB Summit’ 
Organised 


Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
March 24, 2023 addressed the ‘One 
World TB Summit’ at Rudrakash 
Convention Centre, at Varanasi. 

To mark World Tuberculosis Day, the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
and the Stop TB Partnership are 
organising the summit. 

During the event, PM launched Ne 
various initiatives including TB-free 
Panchayat Initiative. ` 

The official pan-India rollout of 
Abbreviated TB Preventive Treatment 
(TPT). Family Centered Care Model for 
TB and India’s Annual TB Report 2023 
released. 


National Rabies Control 
Programme Launched 

e A new initiative called the National 
Rabies Control Programme (NRCP) 
has been introduced by the Central 
government on March 25, 2023 with 
the aim of preventing and controlling 
Rabies. 

e Rabies is a viral infection that can be 
prevented by vaccination and is 
transmitted through the saliva of 
infected animals such as dogs, cats, 
and monkeys. 

e The disease is typically fatal if - 
clinical symptoms appear, with death 
occurring within 4-14 days due to 
cardio-respiratory failure. 

e Domestic dogs are responsible for 
the majority of human rabies Cases, 
and the incubation period can vary 
from |] week to | year or even longer, 
typically lasting 2-3 months. 


WHO Called for Intensified 
Actions to Eradicate 
Tuberculosis 

* The WHO has called for intensified 
actions on March 23, 2023 to eradicate 
the disease in the South East Asian 
region which bears the world’s highest 
TB burden. 

* The WHO highlighted the urgent 
need to advance innovations, better 
address social and economic 
determinants, and improve 
multi-sectoral collaboration. 

* In 2021, the region is expected to 
account for more than 45% of global 
TB incidence and more than half of 
global TB deaths. 

e An estimated 7 million additional TB 
cases and 1.5 million additional TB 
deaths could occur between 2022 and 
2026 across the region. 


WHO Global Report on Sodium 
Intake Reduction Released 

e The WHO Global Report on Sodium 
Intake Reduction published on 
March 9, 2023. It allocates a sodium 
country score to each member state. 

e It aims is to estimate the impact of 
policy progress on population dietary 
sodium intake and cardiovascular 
disease. 

e According to the report, the WHO 
recommended policies to reduce 
sodium intake can prevent 2 million 
deaths by 2025 and 7 million deaths 
by 2030. 

* The world is not on track to achieve 
the global target of reducing sodium 
intake by 30% by 2025. 

+ Only 9 countries have a 
comprehensive package of 
recommended policies to reduce 
sodium intake. 

* 9 countries is Brazil, Chile, Czech 
Republic, Lithuania, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Saudi Arabia, Spain and Uruguay. 


Jan Aushadhi Train 
Flagged-Off 

e Union Health and Family Welfare 
Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya and 
Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnav 
flagged-off the Jan Aushadhi train in 
New Delhi on March 3, 2023. 
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* The Jan Aushadhi train (Chhattisgarh 
Sampark Kranti Express) is dedicated 
to the Pradhan Mantri Bharativa Jan 
Aushadhi Parivojana (PMBJP). 

° This train will travel through 184 
Staions covering more than four states 
in two months. 

* This train will travel to more than 4 
States in 2 months. 


University of Auckland, Tata 
Memorial Hospital Signed 
MoU for Cancer Care 

* Waipapa Taumata Rau. University of 
Auckland, New Zealand, and Tata 
Memorial Hospital (TMH ), Mumbai, 


Nave signed a 


MOU to engage in 
long- 


term cooperation in cancer care. 
* This MoU is signed on February 22, 
2023. The MoU aims to explore ways to 


enhance cancer care using digital 
health. 


* The two countries have a long history 
of cooperation in healthcare and this 
partnership builds on an alread 
relationship. 


* The University of Auckland is strongly 
committed to finding solutions to some 
of the most pressing global health 
issues in partnership with leading 
institutions. 
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World-first Magnets Set for 
Fusion Power Plant Testing 

* Tokamak Energy created a new 
generation of High Temperature 
Superconducting (HTS) magnets for 
Nuclear power plants on Feb. 9, 2023. 
* Oxford-based Tokamak Energy 
created a new generation of HTS 
magnets and are being manufactured 
and tested in situations that are 
pertinent to fusion power plants. 

* Strong magnetic fields are needed to 
contain and manage the extremely hot, 
positively-charged hydrogen fuel, which 
creates a plasma several times hotter 
than the sun, in order to produce clean, 
sustainable fusion energy. 


Integrative Medicine Centres 
in Government Hospitals 

e The first Integrative Medicine Centre 
was inaugurated at the Safdarjang 
Hospital in Delhi on February 7, 2023. 


* The main objective of the initiative is 
to use the traditional knowledge of 
Indians in the medicinal field. 

* These centres will operate at 
Government hospitals, 

e The centres will mainly focus on 
\yurvedic medicines and will use 
modern technologies. 


Department of Integrative 
Medicine at Safdarjung 
Hospital Inaugurated 

* Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya 
inaugurated the Department of 
Integrated Medicine at Safdarjung 
Hospital, New Delhi on February 7, 
2023. 

* Health Minister and Union Minister 
for Ports, Shipping, Waterways and 
AYUSH Sarbananda Sonowal 
inaugurated it jointly. 


* Integrative medicine aims to harness 
the potential of India's rich heritage 
and medical knowledge, along with 
using modern advances in allopathy. 


* These centers will treat patients using 
both Ayurveda and modern medicine, 


Digital India Mobile Van 
Launched 


* The Digital India Mobile Van was 
launched by the Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology on 
February 4, 2023. . 
* The main objective of the 
is to spread awareness of Di 
initiatives and also to spre 
about the G20 Digit 
Working Group. 


mobile van 
gital India 
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* Lucknow was the first destination of 
the mobile van where the G20 DEWG’s 
first meet is held. 

* The van will provide insight into 
Digital India initiatives such as Aarogya 
Setu, India Stack Global, e-Rupi, 
PMJDY, Aadhar, Digi locker, e-way bill, 
UMANG, e-aushadhi, Co-WIN, etc. 


World’s First Intranasal 
COVID19 Vaccine Unveiled 

e Union Health Minister Dr. Mansukh 
Mandaviya unveiled world’s first 
intranasal COVID-19 vaccine, 
INNCOVACC in New Delhi on 
January 26, 2023. 


It is developed by Bharat Biotech 
International Limited (BBIL) in 
collaboration with Biotechnology 
Industry Research Assistance 
(BIRAC). 


iNCOVACC has been priced at 
Z 325 per dose. Bharat Biotech’s 
intranasal COVID-19 vaccine is a 
recombinant replicating adenovirys 
vectored vaccine. 


Government Launched 
U-WIN 

» After the success of the Co-WIN 
platform, the government has now 
replicated it to set-up an electronic 
registry for routine vaccinations 
U-WIN on January 25, 2023. 

+ Named U-WIN has been launched 
in a pilot mode in two districts of 
each state and Union Territory. 

* It is the programme to digitise 
India’s Universal Immunisation 
Programme (UIP). - . 


* The U-WIN is going to be the 
single source of information for 
immunisation services, updating 
vaccination status, delivery outcome, 
planning of RI sessions, etc. 


India’s First Indigenously 
Developed Vaccine 
‘CERVAVAC’ Announced 
* Union Minister Dr. Jitendr 


a Singh 
announced India’s, first in 


digenously 
developed vaccine, ‘CERVAVAC’ for 
the prevention of cervical cancer, on 
January 24, 2023. 
* The Serum Institute 
launched CERVAVAC 
human Papillomavirus (q(HPV) 

vaccine, on the occasion of India’s 
National Girl Child Day 

* In India, the second mos 
cancer among women 
years is cervical ¢ 
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Foundation Laid for 

ONGC National Disaster 
Mitigation Centre 

* Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 
laid foundation stone of ONGC National 
Disaster Mitigation Centre and Yatri 
Niwas in Jammu on June 6, 2023. 


* This Centre will have a significant 
role in providing essential amenities 
such as lodging, sanitation, and safe 
drinking water. 

* This new facility will ease the lives 
of devotees embarking on annual 
pilgrimage of Baba Amarnath. 
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* The construction of the National 
Disaster Mitigation Centre and Yatri 
Niwas will take place on a 1.84-acre 
(8378 square metre) plot. 


India’s First Carbon Neutral 
Village in Thane 

~ India’s first carbon-neutral village 
announced on June 4, 2023 in 
Bhiwandi Taluka, Thane. 


* Union Minister of State Kapil Patil 
announced this development. The 
government is actively working 
towards developing a carbon-neutral 
village in Bhiwandi. 
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* This initiative aims to minimize 
carbon emissions. 
e It also promotes sustainable 


practices for a cleaner and greener 
environment. 


Environmental Performance 
in CSE’s Annual 

Ranking Unveiled 

* The Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE) released its annual 
compendium of data, ‘State of India’s 
Environment 2023 : In Figures’ on 
June 4, 2023. 


* Telangana emerges as the 
top-ranked state in terms of overall 
environmental performance. 

» The ranking of Indian states based 
on 4 parameters including 
environment, agriculture, public 
health, and infrastructure. 


* CSE is a non-profit organisation. 


20 Cheetahs Resettled in 

Kuno National Park 

* A total of 20 cheetahs have been 
resettled in the Kuno National Park in 
Madhya Pradesh on May 31, 2023 
under ambitious project to reintroduce 
cheetahs in the country. 

* Currently, 7 cheetahs are living in an 
open forest area and 10 cheetahs are in 


adaptive enclosures in Kuno National 
Park. 


* The cheetah project has faced some 
hurdles and three adults and three 
cubs have died so far due to climate 


change, weather, diseases and other 
reasons. 
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Global Tracker for 
Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions Approved 

* The World Meteorological Congress 
approved a new Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) oe initiative on 

May 27, 2023. 

e The initiative aims to support urgent 


action in reducing heat- trapping gases 


that contribute to global temperature 
rise. 


* The newly established Global 

Greenhouse Gas Watch inte grates 
observational systems, modelling 
Capabilities and data assimilation. 


* The unanimous support of the 193 
members of the WMO highlights the 
importance of greenhouse gas 
monitoring. 


Third Advance Estimate of 


Production of Major Crops for 
2022-23 Announced 

* Union Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare Minister Narendra Singh 
Tomar released the 3rd advance 
estimates of production of major crops 
on May 26, 2023. 

* In which foodgrains production has 
been estimated at 3305.34 lakh tonnes 
in the current agricultural year. 

* In this, record production of rice, 
wheat, maize, soybean, rapeseed and 
mustard and sugarcane has been 
estimated. 


5000-year-old Tree from Chile 
Discovered 

e A giant tree in southern Chile 
discovered on May 22, 2023, it located 
in the Alerce Costero National Park is 
the oldest tree in the world. 

¢ The trunk of the tree has a diameter 
of four metres (13 ft) and it is 

28 metres tall. It is known as the 
‘Great Grandfather’ and this tree, a 
Patagonian cypress. 

e It is over 5000 years old, surpassing 
the oldest tree currently known as the 
Methuselah, which is 4850 years old. 


New Species of Flying Lizard 
Found in Mizoram 

e Mizoram’s flying lizard species has 
been officially named as Gecko 
mizoramensis on May 24, 2023. 
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* Discovery was done through a 
collaborative effort between Mizoram 
University and the Max Planck 
Institute for Biology in Tübingen 
(Germany). 

> The study detailing the findings of 
the research on the gliding gecko 
species was published in a renowned 
German journal on herpetology. 

* Specimens of Gecko mizoramensis 
were collected from different places of 
Mizoram. 


Brazil Declared Animal Health 
Emergency 

* Brazil has declared a six-month 
animal health emergency after several 
cases of avian flu were found in wild 
birds on May 21, 2023. 

e Seven cases have been reported in 
Espirito Santo state, with another 
discovered in Rio de Janeiro state. 


* The emergency declaration makes it 
easier for the government to now bring 
in measures to stop the highly 
infectious H5N1 virus from spreading. 
* Brazil is the world’s largest exporter 
of chicken meat, with annual sales of 
nearly $ 10 billion (£ 8 billion). 


CoE-SLM at ICFRE in 
Dehradun Inaugurated 

e Union Minister Bhupendra Yadav 
inaugurated the Center of Excellence 
on Sustainable Land Management 
(CoE-SLM) on May 20, 2023. 
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e CoE-SLM inaugurated at the Indian 
Council of Forestry Research and 
Education (ICFRE) in Dehradun. 


e CoE-SLM aims to promote 
South-South cooperation and address 
issues of land degradation through 


sustainable land management practices. 


* Bhupendra Yadav released two 
publications during the inauguration. 
+ “Technical Paper on the Pathway to 
Achieving LDN in India” and 
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“Compendium of Sustainable Land 
Management Practices” are the two 
publication. 


Biological Control Laboratory 
Integrated 

» Union Agriculture Minister Narendra 
Singh Tomar officially inaugurated the 
Integrated Biological Control Laborato 

located in Hyderabad on May 15, 2023. 


* This laboratory is an important 
milestone in promoting sustainable 
and eco-friendly agricultural practices. 


» The primary focus of the laboratory 
is on the use of biological control 
methods. 


« These methods involve the use of 
natural agents such as beneficial 
insects, predators and parasites for the 
management of pests and diseases in 
agricultural crops. 


World’s Oldest Wild Lion 
Killed in Kenya 

e Loonkito, a 19-year-old lion, was 
speared to death by Maasai moran 
warriors in Kenya on May 14, 2023. 
e Loonkito had been killed after 
targeting livestock in regions near 
Amboseli National Park, which the 
lion called home. 

e The male lion was speared to death 
by Maasai morans (warriors) after 
straying into a livestock pen on the 
outskirts of the famed Amboseli 
National Park (Kenya). 


Petersberg Climate 

Dialogue 2023 

e The Petersberg Climate Dialogue 
took place in Berlin (Germany) from 
May 2 to 3, 2023. 

e It is a forum for high-level 
international climate talks held 
annually before the UN Climate 
Change Conferences (COP). 

e This year’s conference was hosted by 
Germany and the United Arab 
Emirates, which is hosting the 28th 
Conference of Parties (COP28) to the 
UNFCCC. 

* UNFCCC means United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. The conference highlighted 
the need for a clean energy transition 
to limit global warming to 1.5°C, the 
target set out in the Paris Agreement. 
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National Conference on 
agriculture Held 

, Union Agriculture Minister Narendra 
singh Toma! inaugurated the National 
Conference on Agriculture for Kharif 
campaign 2023-24 on May 3, 2023 at 
nasc Complex New Delhi. 

, Agriculture remains the major pulse 
of the Indian economy and lies at the 
core of the country’s socio-economic 
development . 

. It accounts for about 19% of the GDP 
and about two-thirds of the 

population is dependent on the 
agriculture sector. 

« India’s agriculture sector has been 
witnessing strong growth with an 
average annual growth rate of 4.6% 
over the past Six years. 


India to Join International 
Climate Action in Civil 
Aviation from 2027 

« India has announced on April 29, 
2023 that it will participate in the 
International Civil Aviation 
Organisation’s CORSIA and the 
Long-Term Aspirational Goals (LTAG) 
from 2027. 

e CORSIA means Carbon Offsetting 
and Reduction Scheme for 
International Aviation. 

e The decision was made at a meeting 
of the Parliament’s Consultative 
Committee of the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation held in New Delhi. 

e It was chaired by the Minister of 
Civil Aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia. 


Mangrove Pitta Bird Found 

in Odisha 

e Mangrove Pitta birds were counted 
in two coastal districts of Odisha, 
Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur, in 
which 179 birds were found on 

April 17, 2023. 

* Mangrove pitta (Pitta Megharencha) 
birds are near threatened and are 
found in parts of eastern India. 

* 179 different mangrove pitta birds 
were counted in the mangroves near 
the mouth of the Mahipura River 
inside the Bhitarkanika National Park. 
* Birds were counted by sight and by 
their chirping. 


Current Affairs Half Yearly 2023 


* 139959 birds of 140 species arrived 
in Bhitarkanika National Park in 
January this year. 


Three New Conservation 
Reserves Declared 
in Rajasthan 


The Rajasthan government's 
declaration of three areas on April 29, 
2023 as conservation reserves has 
brought a ray of hope for wildlife 
conservation efforts and ecotourism. 
As the state government declared 
three areas - Sorsan in Baran, 
Khichan in Jodhpur and Hamirgarh in 
Bhilwara - as conservation reserves. 
The new reserves are expected to 
protect rare and endangered species 
and provide a safe haven for 
migratory birds. 


Animal Pandemic 
Preparedness Initiative 
Launched 

¢ Union Minister Purushottam Rupala 
launched the Animal pandemic 
Preparedness Initiative to holistically 
address animal pandemics on April 13, 
2023. 

« Jt aims is to enhance the country’s 
preparedness and response to animal 
pandemics with a focus on zoonotic 
diseases that pose a threat to both 
animal and human health. 

e The initiative will help in improving 
veterinary services and infrastructure, 
disease surveillance capabilities and 
awareness among farmers through 
community outreach. 


New Species of Frog 
Discovered in Meghalaya Cave 
e The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) 
discovered a new species of frog, 
Amolops siju, in the South Garo Hills 
district of Meghalaya on April 12, 2023. 
e Researchers found the frog inside a 
cave in Meghalaya and named it 
Amolops siju after the cave in which it 
was found. Three new species of 
cascade frog (Amolops) were also 
found in Arunachal Pradesh. 

e ZSI was established in 1916 with the 
objective of survey, exploration and 
promotion of research on various 
aspects of animal life in India. 
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UP’s Suhelwa Sanctuary 
Records First Photographic 
Proof of Tigers 


° Suhelwa Wildlife Sanctuary has 
been identified as a new area where 
photographic evidence of tigers has 
been captured for the first time on 
April 10, 2023. 


* The sanctuary was established in 
1988 and is located in Shravasti, 
Balrampur, and Gonda districts of 
Uttar Pradesh. 


* It spans across 452 sq km and is 
positioned on the border of India and 
Nepal. 

* It is renowned for its natural 
resources and named after King 
Soheldev, with the Shivalik ranges of 
the Himalayas located nearby. 


World’s first Asian King 
Vulture Conservation and 
Breeding Center 

e The world’s first conservation and 
breeding center for the critically 
endangered Asian king vulture is set to 
open in Uttar Pradesh’s Maharajganj 
district. 

« The center, named Jatayu 
Conservation and Breeding Centre 
(JCBC), an incubation center, is spread 
over 1.5 hectares. 

* It is designed to maintain a 
sustainable population of the species 
by breeding king vultures in captivity 
and releasing them into the wild. 

e The JCBC features multiple aviaries, 
including breeding and holding 
aviaries, nursery aviaries for juveniles, 
hospital and recovery aviaries, a food 
processing center etc. 


PM Modi Launched 
International Big Cats Alliance 

e PM Modi launched International Big 
Cats Alliance on commemoration of 

50 years of ‘Project Tiger’ on April 9, 
2023. 

» PM Modi also released the 
publication ‘Amrit Kaal Ka Vision for 
Tiger Conservation’, a summary report, 
of 5th cycle of Management Effective 
Evaluation of Tiger Reserves. ` 
* PM received a ‘Tiger Memento’ by 
Union Forest Minister Bhupender 
Yadav at the session of commemoration 
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of 50 years of Project Tiger, at Mysuru 
University, in Mysuru. 

* He also released a summary report of 
All India Tiger Estimation (5th cycle). 
e PM Modi also released a 
commemorative coin on the 
completion of 50 years of Project Tiger. 


Eravikulam National Park got 
a Fernarium for the First Time 
* Eravikulam National Park in 
Munnar, Kerala has a new attraction — 
a fernarium and it is the first fern 


collection set-up in a hill station on 
April 4, 2023. 


* The Fernarium is located within the 
park close to the Orchidarium and is 
accessible to the public from April 20, 
2023. 

* The objective of the Fernarium is to 
educate visitors about the biodiversity 


of the park and to showcase the flora 
in a unique way. 


PM Released Tiger 

Census Report 

* Prime Minister released a report on 
the Status of Tigers in India on 

April 10, 2023 which puts the Tiger 
population in India to 3167 from 2967 
in 2018. 

* He launched the big cat conservation 
international alliance to prevent 
poaching and also released a 
commemorative coin on Project Tiger. 


* The big cat alliance will help the 
growth in the population of Tiger, 
Lion, Leopard, Snow Leopard, Puma, 
Jaguar and Cheetah in several 
countries. 


* India has the highest number of 


Asiatic elephants, single horn rhinos, 
leopards and tigers. 


New Butterfly Species 
Discovered in Kerala 

e A group of researchers discovered a 
butterfly subspecies from the fringes of 
Akkulam and Vembanad lakes in 
Kerala on April 1, 2023. 

* The name of this subspecies of 
discovered butterfly is Caltoris bromus 
Sadashiv. 

* It belongs to the skipper butterfly 
family of Lepidoptera (moths and 
butterflies). 
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e Itis the first Bromus swift butterfly 
to be documented in the Western 
Ghats. 

* Vembanad Lake is the largest lake 
in Kerala and the longest lake in 
India. 


Bandipur Completed 50 Years 
as a Project Tiger Reserve 

* Bandipur completed 50 years as a 
Project Tiger Reserve on April 1, 2023. 


* This reserve is located in the state of 
Karnataka and is spread over an area 
of 912.04 sq km. 


* It is located in two districts of 
Karnataka, Mysore and 
Chamarajanagar. 


e It is considered one of the world’s 
premier tiger habitats. 


* It is an important component of the 
country’s first biosphere reserve — the 
Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. 


Kerala Government Failure to 
protect Ramsar Sites 


e The Principal Bench of the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) has imposed a 
fine of 7 10 crore on the Kerala 
government for failing to protect the 


Vembanad and Ashtamudi lakes on 
March 30, 2023. 


e Vembanad and Ashtamudi lakes 
listed as Ramsar sites. 


e A principal bench headed by Justice 
Adarsh Kumar Goel said that as per 
the polluter pays principle, the fines 
imposed should be deposited in the 
ring-fenced account. 

+ The tribunal announced that the 
amount to be utilised under the 
authority of the chief secretary should 
be employed for conservation or 
restoration measures. 

> These wetlands have become 
polluted due to the accumulation of 
pharmaceutical waste, plastic waste, 
domestic waste and slaughterhouse 
waste. 
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e Vembanad, the largest wetland 
ecosystem in Kerala was designateg 
as a Ramsar site in the year 2002. 


New Fish Species Discovereg 
in Cuddalore 
* Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR) scientists have 
discovered a moray eel fish of the 
genus Gymnothorax off the Cuddalore 
coast on March 26, 2023. 
* Scientists have named it after the 
‘Tamil Nadu brown moray eel’ of Tami] 
Nadu whose common name is 
Gymnothorax tamilnaduensis. 
* With this, new found fish species of’ 
Gymnothorax the number has 
increased: to 29, hitherto Indian waters 
had 28 species of Gymnothorax. 
* This new species is found in the Bay 
of Bengal, South-East coast of India. 


- Aravalli Green Wall 


Project Launched 


* Union Minister Bhupendra Yadav 
inaugurated the Aravalli Green Wall 
Project on March 26, 2023 at Tikli 
village in Haryana in a program 
organised on the occasion of 
International Forest Day. 


* The project will increase the green 
cover and biodiversity of Aravallis 
through afforestation, reforestation 
and restoration of water bodies. 

* It will also improve soil fertility, 
water availability and climate 
resilience of the region. 

e The objective of this initiative is to 
green a buffer zone of about 5 km of 


Aravalli mountain range spread over 
five states. 


UN Water Conference 2023 
* The UN Wate 
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marking the firs 
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t summit on water in 


* The conference was a w 


i atershed 
moment to mobilize 


solutions to a global 


* The UN Water Conf 
-Onferenc 
could be a crucial biaa ce 2023 


P to ensure t 
ustai à e the 
sustainable management of i 
sanitation for all, as I er and 
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Sustainable Development Goal 6 
J 
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» According to the World Meteorological 
organisation (WMO), around 3.6 billion 
eople struggle to get enough water to 
meet their needs for at least one month 

every year. 


isth Wildlife Sanctuary of 
Tamil Nadu Opened 

e The Tamil Nadu government on 
March 23, 2023 declared the Thanthai 
Perivar Wildlife Sanctuary as the 18th 
wildlife sanctuary in the state. 

e The sanctuary covers an area of 
80567 hectares in Anthiyur and ` 
Gobichettipalayam taluks of Erode 
district. 

e It includes reserve forest areas in 
Anthiyur, Bargur, Thattakarai and 
Chennampatti. 

e Thanthai Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary 
is home to various wild animals 
including tigers, elephants, leopards, 
wild boars, gaurs and deer. 


Mission Lifestyle for 
Environment Launched 

in Assam 

« Chief Minister of Assam Himanta 
Biswa Sarma on March 22, 2023, 
inaugurated the ‘Mission Lifestyle for 
Environment’ (LiFE) in the state, 
which is a global mass movement. 

e Mission LiFE is a week-long 
programme which is an initiative of 
the Science Technology and Climate 
Change Department to launch Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's vision of 


. Mission LiFE. 


e As part of the Mission Lifestyle for 
Environment (LiFE) initiative, various 
week-long activities conducted across 
al] districts in Assam. 

* These activities will target seven 
identified categories, including energy 
and water conservation, reducing 
plastic and e-waste, and promoting 
healthy lifestyles. 


Rare Moth Species Spotted 
after 127 Years 

e Mimeusemia Ceylonica has been 
rediscovered now in Thoothukudi and 
Tirunelveli, as per an article published 
by S. Thalavai Pandi in the science 
journal 'Species' on March 9, 2023. 

© S. Thalavai Pandi is a research 
associate at Ashoka Trust for Research 
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in Ecology and the Environment 


` (ATREE) and P Prashant, project 


coordinator, Tamil Nadu Wetlands 
Mission. 

* The findings are based on moth 
surveys conducted twice a month since 
2018. It is a rare moth species which 
was last recorded in Sri Lanka 127 
years ago. 


Government Approved Nano 
Liquid DAP Fertilizer 

for Farmers 

e Union Chemicals and Fertilizers 
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya 
announced on March 5, 2023 that the 
government has approved the launch 
of nano liquid DAP fertilizer. 


e Government has approved the 
launch of nano liquid DAP 
(Di-Ammonium Phosphate) fertilizer 
for the benefits of farmers and making 
the country self-reliant. 


e Nano urea is a liquid form of 
nitrogen providing plant nutrient as a 
conventional alternative to urea. 


s Its aim is to reduce farmers’ 
dependence on packaged urea. 


e In June 2021, IFFCO launched Nano 
Urea in liquid form as an alternative to 
conventional urea. 


Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela | 
Organised 


The Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela, 
organised every year by the Indian 
Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), 
organised in Delhi from March 2 to 4, 
2023. Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela 
inaugurated by Union Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare Minister Narendra 
Singh Tomar. 


The main attractions of the fair this 
year are - technical sessions of 
agriculture, development of Shree 
Anna based value chain, smart 
farming / protected farming model, 
climate friendly and sustainable 
agriculture, agricultural marketing 
and export. 


New Variety of 

Wheat Developed 

+ The Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR) has developed on 
February 22, 2023 a new variety of 


wheat which is ‘HD-3385’. 


e It is capable of meeting the 
challenges arising due to climate 
change and rising heat. This new 
variety is suitable for early sowing. 

* It can survive the wrath of heat and 
its crop can be harvested before the 
end of March. 

* The ICAR has registered the news 
variety HD-3385 with the Protection of 
Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights 
Authority (PPVFRA). 


Report on Assessment of 
Avoided CO, Emissions 

* Union Minister Bhupender Yadav 
released the report on “Assessment of 
Avoided CO, Emissions during 
Construction and Operation of 
National Highways” on February 22, 
2023. 

e It is released at the World Sustainable 
Development Summit in New Delhi. 

* The study assesses the extent of CO, 
which can be avoided per km in 
construction of the National Highways. 
e India has the 2nd longest road 
network in the world. 


Twelve Cheetahs Brought 


-from South Africa 


ə Twelve cheetahs from South Africa 
were brought to Kuno National Park in 
Madhya Pradesh on February 18, 2023. 
e Of the 12 cheetahs, seven are male 
and five are female. 

e The first group of Namibian cheetahs 
reached Kuno National Park in 
Madhya Pradesh on September 17, 
2022 under the cheetah reintroduction 
programme. 

* Project Cheetah is a one of its kind 
project in which a species is being 
brought out of the country (from 
South Africa/Namibia) and restored to 
the country. 


India International Seafood 
Show Organised 

* Asia's biggest seafood show, India 
International Seafood concluded in 
Kolkata on February 17 , 2023. 

¢ The three-day event, organised by 
the Marine Products Export 
Development Authority (MPEDA) in 
association with the Seafood Exporters 
Association of India. 
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* The programme was inaugurated by 
Minister of State for Commerce and 
Industry Anupriya Patel. 

* India has set a target of $ 14 billion 
in Marine products exports by 2025 
and efforts are on to achieve the 
target. 


e 


India is the second major producer 
of fish through aquaculture in the 
world. 


Sea Ice Cover Reached Lowest 
Levelin Antarctica 

* According to the National Snow and 
Ice Data Center in the United States, 
Antarctica’s sea ice extent was 
recorded at 2.2 million sq. km on 
February 17, 2023. 

* It is down from 2.27 million sq. km 
as of February 24, 2022, the previous 
record. 


* This is the lowest since records 
began in 1979. 

* According to scientists, this is the 
second consecutive year when snow 
has melted up to 20 lakh sq. km in 
a day. 


« The coldest region on Earth, 99% of 
Antarctica is covered with ice. 


‘Save Wetlands Campaign’ 
Launched 


e Union Minister Bhupender Yadav on 
February 4, 2023 launched the ‘Save 


Wetlands Campaign’ in the presence of 
Chief Minister of Goa, Pramod Sawant. 


e The campaign is based on a ‘whole 
of society’ approach to wetland 
conservation. 

e It enables positive actions for wetland 
conservation at all levels of society and 
involves all levels of society. 


e During the occasion two publications 


were also released “India’s 75 Amrit 
Dharohar — India’s Ramsar Sites 
Factbook” and “Managing Climate 
Risks in Wetlands — A Practitioner's 
Guide”. 


India’s Fifth Nano Urea Plant 


in Deoghar 

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
laid the foundation stone of az 450 | 
crore nano urea plant and township of 
the IFFCO in Deoghar (Jharkhand) on 


February 4, 2023. 
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* The nano urea plant will be the fifth 
such plant in India. 

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the world’s first nano 
urea plant in Gujarat in 2021. 


e Nano Urea helps in improving the 
crop productivity, soil health, and 
nutritional quality of products and 
aims to address the imbalance and 
excessive use of conventional urea. 


52 Avian Species Observed 
under Asian Waterbird 
Census 2023 Survey 

* Fifty-two avian species were 
observed in the ‘Asian Waterbird 
Census-2023’ conducted in the Union 
Territory of Ladkh on January 31, 
2023. 


e Of the 52-bird species observed in 
the census, 11 were sighted in 
Chumathang, 10 in Puga, 21 in Shey 
and 10 in Phey along the Indus river. 


e The GoI-UNDP Himalaya project and 
department of wildlife protection had 
organised the census between 

January 17 and January 19 in 
collaboration with Ladakh biodiversity 
council. 

+ The observations were recorded on 
the eBird app, which is an online 
database of bird observations providing 
scientists and researcher with real 
time data. 


A New Kind of Plateau 


Discovered in Western Ghats 
» The researchers have discovered a 
rare low-altitude basalt plateau in the 
Western Ghats on January 27, 2023 
that could offer new insights into 
surviving climate change. 

e The plateau has a widespread flora 
with 76 species of plants and shrubs 
from 24 different families discovered 
so far. 

* Discovered in the Thane region of 
Maharashtra, it is one of the four 


A E 


global biodiversity hotspots in Indią 
and can prove to be a repository of 
information for species interactions, 


92 Dinosaur Nesting Sites 
Found in Madhya Pradesh 

* The researchers have uncovered 92 
nesting sites containing a total of 256 
fossil eggs belonging to India’s largest 
dinosaurs, on January 20, 2023 in 
Narmada Valley, Madhya Pradesh. 


* The discovery of these fossilised eggs 
reveals intimate details about the lives 
of titanosaurs in the Indian 
subcontinent. As many as six different 
egg species, called oospecies, were 
identified in this area. 

e Titanosaurs were herbivorous 
quadrupeds with long tails, long necks 
and small heads, and possessed 
vertebrae with a honeycomb-like 
internal structure. 


Neelakurinji Included on the 
List of Protected Plants 

e The Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change has listed 
Neelakurinji under Schedule III of the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 on 
January 12, 2023. 

e Neelakurinji has been included in 
the list after the Center increased the 
earlier protected list of six plant 
species to 19. 


e As per the order, those uprooting or 
destroying the plant will be fined 

z 25000 and imprisoned for 3 years. 

e According to order, cultivation and 
possession of Neelakurinji are not 
permitted. 


‘Rare Orange Coloured Bat’ 
Spotted in Chhattisgarh 

» A ‘rare orange coloured bat’ (painted 
bat) has been spotted in a banana 
plantation in Parali Bodal village of 
Kanger Valley National Park in Bastar, 
Chhattisgarh on January 18, 2023. 

e The scientific name of this painted 
bat is ‘Kerivoula picta’. 

e This species has been kept in the 
category of globally endangered. 

* The painted bat is characterised by 
bright orange and black wings, dense 


orange fur on the back and warm bull 
underside. 
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ATHLETICS 
Paris Diamond League 2023 


© India’s Murali Sreeshankar finished 
third at the Paris Diamond League 2023 
in France on June 9, 2023. 

© He finished 3rd with an unpressive 
effort of 8.09 m in the men’s long Jump 
event. 

© Miltiadis Tantoglu of Greece Won the 
Paris Diamond League with a jump ol 
6.45 mM; 

e A jump of 8.11 m by Switzerland's 
Simon Ehmer pushed the Indian long 
jumper to third place. 
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Asian U20 Athletics 
Championships 2023 

Asian U20 Athletics Championships 
held in Yecheon, South Korea on 
June 4-7, 2023. 

India has earned a total of 12 
medals in this Championship 

India won three each of gold, silver 
and bronze 

Japan topped the rankings with 
10 gold medals and 17 medals in 
total. 

China is second in the ranks. s 
with a total of 14 medals. 
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Flanders Cup 2023 

* Indian athlete Amlan Borgohain 
won two gold medals at the Flanders 
Cup 2023 on June 5, 2023. 

e Flanders Cup Athletics Meet held in 
Merksem, Belgium. 

* Amlan Borgohain secured gold 


medals in both the men’s 100 m and 
200 m races. 


e Jamaican athlete Aubrey Allen 
secured the silver medal in the men’s 
100 m event. 

» Victor Hofmans from Belgium 
finished third and clinching the 
bronze. 

* Victor Hofmans of Belgium finished 
second in the men’s 200 m event. 

>» Samuel Rowe, a Jamaican sprinter, 


secured the third position in 200 m 
event. 


International Jumping 

Meet 2023 

» Indian Long jumper Murali 
Sreeshankar won gold at the 
International Jumping Meet 2023 

at Kallithea in Greece on May 24, 
2023. 

» Kerala's Murali won the gold medal 
in the International Jumping Meet 
with a jump of 8.31 m. 


» Sweden's Tobias Montaller won the 
silver with a jump of 8.27 m, while 
France's Jules Pommery won the 
bronze. 


Indian players Jeswin Aldrin 
also claimed silver with an effort ot 
7.85 m. 
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Golden Grand Prix 2023 


© Young long jumper Shaili Singh 
finishes third (6.65 m) in Japan in het 
first senior outdoor competition on 
May 22, 2023 

© Long jumper Shaili Singh won a 
bronze at the Seiko Golden Grand Prix 
in Yokohama 


* Maryse Luzolo of Germany took the 
gold with a jump of 6.79 m, while 
Brooke Buschkuel of Australia was 
second with an effort of 6.77 m. 


Diamond League 2023 

* Olympic gold medal winner Neeraj 
Chopra has secured victory with 
88.67 m throw at Doha Diamond 
League 2023 on May 5, 2023. 

* Chopra’s first throw was 88.67 
which was a great way to start the 
new season. 

* Czech Republic's Vadlejch finished 
second and Grenada’s Peters finished 
third, 


Neeraj Chopra Awards 


e Arjuna Award 2018 
e Vishisht Seva Medal (VSM) - 2020 
e Major Dhyan Chand Khel - 2021 
Ratna 

e Param Vishisht Seva Medal - 2022 
(PVSM) 

e Padma Shri = 2022 


Golden Globe Race 

e Indian sailor Commander Abhilash 
Tomy (retd.) will finally set foot on 
land, 236 days after setting sail in the 
Golden Globe Race (GGR), a solo 
non-stop yacht race around the world. 
* The retired Naval Commander 
declared his participation in the 
Golden Globe Race 2022, one of the 
most dangerous and craziest of 
endeavours, 

e The Golden Globe Race began on 
September 4, 2022. 

© He is also a recipient of the Tenzing 
Norgay National Adventure Award on 
March 22, 2022. 


Asian U18 Championships 
2023 


-> India finished with a rich haul of 
24 medals at the Asian U18 Athletics 
Championships 2023 in Tashkent 
(Uzbekistan) on April 27, 2023 
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© Indian athletes won 6 golds, 
1) silvers and 7 bronze medals at the 


Under 18 championships 

© China led the overall medals tally 
with 15 golds ahead of India, 

© China also claimed seven silvers and 
two bronze, earning 24 medals in all. 
© Kazakhstan were third with 3 golds, 
6 silvers and 5 bronze (14 medals). 


London Marathon 2023 
* Kelvin Kiptum, a 23-year-old Kenyan 
athlete, won the London Marathon and 
set the second fastest time in history for 
the distance on April 23, 2023. 


e The 23-year-old Kenyan runner set 
the course record with a time of 

2 hours, 1 minute, 25 seconds and just 
missed out on Eliud Kipchoge’s world 
record by 16 seconds, 

e In the women’s elite race, 5000 m 
and 10000 Olympic champion Sifan 
Hasan of the Netherlands won her first 
marathon with a time of 2:18:33. 

e It is an annual long-distance running 
competition that takes place in London, 
UK. It was first organised in 1981. 


Indian Grand Prix-4 

e Shaili Singh won the women’s long 
jump event at the Indian Grand Prix-4 
held in Bengaluru on April 19, 2023. 

e With a personal best of 6.76 m, she 
is now the second highest long jumper 
in the history of India and has 
qualified for the Asian Games, 

* Shelly became the second highest 
female long jumper after her idol and 
mentor Anju Bobby George. 


Indian Open Jump 
Competition 2023 


«~ Jeswin Aldrin has created a new NR 
(National Record) in the men’s long 
jump afer registering a distance of 


842i e Sary (Karnataka) on 
March 3 2023. 
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» He created a new national record h 
winning the gold medal in the men’s 
long jump event al the Indian Open 


Jump Competition 2023 held in 


Bellary. 

» Jesvin Aldrin broke the national 
record of 8.36 m set by Murali 
Sreesankar in April 2022 at the 
Federation Cup 2022, with a jump of 


8.42 m. 


Men’s Winner 

» Jesvin Aldrin (Gold medal; 8.42 m) 
* Muhammad Anis Yahiya (Silver 
medal; 7.85 m) 

* Rishabh Rishishwar (Bronze medal; 
7.77 m) 


Women’s Winner 
e Shrutilakshmi (Gold medal; 6.11 m) 


ə Manisha Meral (Silver medal; 
5.96 m) 


* R. Punita (Bronze medal; 5.85 m) 


National Race Walking 
Championships 2023 

e Akshdeep Singh and Priyanka 
Goswami have won the National 

Race Walking Championships in 
Morabadi (Jharkhand) on February 14, 
2023. 

e With this, both have qualified for the 
World Championships to be held this 
year and the Olympics to be held in 
Paris next year. 

e Akshdeep Singh clinched the men’s 
20 km event gold with a stunning 
national record by clocking 1 hour 

19 minutes 55 seconds. 


Dubai Marathon 2023 

e After a three-year hiatus, the Dubai 
Marathon returned in style on 
February 12, 2023; producing 
spectacular results as an Ethiopian 
family bags multiple medals. 

* Ethiopian Abdisa Tola won the 
professional men’s race with a world 
leading time of 2:05:42, while his wife 
Dera Dida won the women’s race. 

* The 22nd edition of the Middle 
East’s oldest marathon, was held in a 
new location at Expo City Dubai. 


Mumbai Marathon 2023 

* Over 55000 people participated in 
the iconic Tata Mumbai Marathon 
2023, held on January 15, 2023. 
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india’s international runner 
ponakal Gopi as he finished first in 
i Indian category of the Tata 
mumbai Marathon. 
. Ethiopia's Hayle Lemi (Time — 
3:07:32) and Anchalem Haymanot 
“5.94:15) won the elite foreign men’s 
is women’s race in a course record. 
, parul Chaudhary bettered her course 
mark in the women’s half marathon 
and Murli Gavit won the men’s crown. 


CRICKET 
World Test Championship 2023 


e Australia beat India by 209 runs to 
win its maiden ICC World Test 
Championship title 2023. 

e Championship held at the Kennington 
Oval in London on June 11, 2023. 


e Australia became the first team to 
win all ICC titles. 


e Indian captain Rohit Sharma won 
the toss and decided to bowl first. 

e The Indian team has lost in the final 
of the Test Championship for the 
second time in a row. 


IPL 2023 

e Chennai Super Kings (CSK) on 
May 29, 2023 clinched their fifth IPL 
title, equalling a record with Mumbai 
Indians. They secured a five-wicket 
victory over the Gujarat Titans (GT) 
amidst a backdrop of fireworks and 
jubilant celebrations. 

e CSK’s captain, Dhoni, received the 
IPL trophy and subsequently handed it 
over to Rayudu and Jadeja. Opting to 
bat first, the Gujarat Titans managed 
to score 214 for four, with B. Sai 
Sudharsan playing an outstanding 
innings of 96 runs off 47 balls. 

* However, due to the rain 
interruption, CSK’s target was 
adjusted to 171 runs to be chased in 
15 overs. 


ACC Men’s Premier Cup 2023 
* Nepal have qualified for the Asia 
Cup 2023 after winning the ACC 
Men’s Premier Cup on May 3, 2023. 

* The team, led by Rohit Paudel, 
defeated the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) by 7 wickets in the final, held 
at the Tribhuvan University 


International Cricket Ground in 
Kirtipur, 
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e Lalit Rajbanshi was the pick of the 
bowlers for Nepal with excellent 
figures of 4 wickets for just 14 runs in 
7.1 overs. 

* Nepal, therefore, joined India and 
Pakistan in Group A of the Asia Cup to 
be played in September, 2023. 


Bangladesh-lreland Test 
Series 2023 


Bangladesh defeated Ireland by 

7 wickets to clinch the test match as 
well as the series on April 7, 2023 at © 
the Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket 
Stadium in Dhaka. 


This is the first victory of Bangladesh 
in a test match at their home pitch in 
over three years. 


Mushfiqur Rahim (Bangladesh) was 
adjudged the player of the match for 
his century and an unbeaten 
half-century. 


The test match brought to an end the 
ireland tour of Bangladesh during 

which they lost the ODI series by 2-0, 
T201 by 2-1 and the test match by 1-0. 


Women’s Premier 

League 2023 

Team Mumbai Indians (MI) emerged 
as the first ever winning team of the 
Women’s Premier League (WPL) 
against Delhi Capitals on March 26, 


' 2023. The WPL 2023 was played from 


March 4 to 26, 2023 between 5 teams. 


Winners List 


Category = Winner 
Champions Mumbai indians 
Runners-up Delhi Capitals 


Powerful Striker of the Sophie Devine (RCB) 
Season 


Emerging Player of 
the Season 
Fairplay Award 


Yastika Bhatia (MI) 


Mumbai Indian & — 
Delhi Capitals 
Harmanpreet Kaur (MI) 
Hayley Matthews (MI) 
Meg Lanning 

(Delhi Capitals) 

Most Valuable Award Hayley Matthews (MI) 


Catch of the Season 
Purple Cap Winner 
Orange Cap Winner 


Bangladesh-England T201 
Series 2023 

* Bangladesh defeating England by 
16 runs in the third T20 international 
cricket match to make a 3-0 clean 


sweep of the series on March 14, 2023. 
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* Bangladesh made this history at the 
Sher-e-Bangla stadium at Mirpur 
(Dhaka). 

* Bangladesh bowlers restricted the 
England team at 142 for six at the end 
of 20th over to win the third and final 
match of the series by 16 runs. 

* Mustafizur Rahman claimed his 
100th T201 wicket becoming the 
fastest Bangladeshi bowler to reach 
this milestone in his 81st match. 


Border Gavaskar Trophy 2023 
* The 4th and final Test in the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy ended in a 
tame draw on the final day of the 
match at the Narendra Modi Stadium 
in Ahmedabad on March 13, 2023. 

e India claimed the Test series 2-1 and 
won the trophy once again. During the 
day India also made it to the final of 
the World Test Championship against 
Australia at The Oval in London. 

e Kohli, who ended his 1205 days wait 
for his 28th Test hundred, was 
adjudged Man of the Match. 


° Left-arm spinner Ravindra Jadeja 
and off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin 


were jointly given the Player of the 
Series award. 


Ranji Trophy 2022-23 


* Saurashtra won the Ranji Trophy 
2022-23 title by defeating Bengal by 9 
wickets in the final match played on 
February 19, 2023. 

e Saurashtra won the toss in the 
match and decided to bowl first at the 
Eden Gardens in Kolkata. Bengal 
could score only 174 runs in the first 
innings while batting. 

e Saurashtra needed 14 runs to win, 
which they got in 2.4 overs with the 
loss of just 1 wicket. 

e Jaydev Unadkat and Chetan 
Sakariya, who were the heroes of 
Saurashtra’s victory, together broke 
the back of Bengal’s batting, and the 
team could only manage 241 runs in 
the second innings. 


Irani Cup 2022-23 


e In the final of the Irani Cup 2022-23, 
Team Rest of India secured their 30th 
title win in the Indian domestic 
tournament, continuing their 
dominant performance. 
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* They defeated Madhya Pradesh by 
238 runs on March 5, 2023. Yashasvi 
Jaiswal, who showcased brilliant 
batting skills across both innings, was 
adjudged the Player of the Match. 


ICC Women’s T20 World 

Cup 2023 

* The 2023 ICC Women’s T20 World 
Cup was the eighth edition of ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup tournament. 
It was held in South Africa between 
February 10 to 26, 2023. 

* Australia won the Women’s T20 
World Cup for the sixth time when 
they beat South Africa by 19 runs in 
the final at Newlands. 


* Australia’s Ashleigh Gardner is the 
winner of the ICC Player of the 
Tournament award. 


* Beth Mooney is player of the match 
for her excellent half-century. Beth 
Mooney top-scored with 74. 


Women’s T20 Tri-Series 2023 
* In Women’s Cricket, South Africa 
have won the T20 Tri-Nation Series 
beating India in the final by 5 wickets 
at Buffalo Park in East London on 
February 2, 2023. 

e Riding on Chloe Tryon’s unbeaten 57 
runs knock, the hosts overhauled the 
target of 110 runs in just 18 overs. 

e Earlier, electing to bat first, India 
had scored 109 for the loss of 4 
wickets in stipulated 20 overs. 

e For the visitors, Harleen Deol was 
the highest scorer who contributed 
46 runs off 56 balls. 


ICC Women’s U19 T20 

World Cup 2023 

e The first edition of ICC Women’s 
Under-19 Cricket World Cup 2023 was 
held from January 14 to 29, 2023. 

e India beat England in the first-ever 
ICC U-19 Women’s T20 World Cup 
final in Potchefstroom (South Africa). 
e India bowled out England for a 
paltry 68 and won by 7 wickets. This 1s 
the first ICC trophy India has won in 
women’s cricket. 

e The Indian women’s cricket team 
has never won a World Cup at any 
level. 

e Grace Scrivens of England won 
Player of the Series award. 
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India-New Zealand 

ODI Series 2023 

» India climbed to the top of the ICC 
Men's ODI rankings after winning the 
series 3-0 against New Zealand at the 
Holkar Stadium in Indore on 

January 25, 2023. 

« Team India, led by Rohit, defeated 
the New Zealand team by 90 runs in 
the third match. 

* Shardul Thakur was awarded the 
Player of the Match in the third ODI 
between India and New Zealand. 

* Shubman Gill won the Player of the 
Series award for his one double- 
hundred and a hundred. 


India-Sri Lanka ODI 

Series 2023 

e India scripted history by defeating 
Sri Lanka by the largest ever margin of 
317 runs in the third and final ODI in 
Thiruvananthpuram, Kerala on 
January 15, 2023. 


e With this, India also clean sweeped 
the series by 3-0. 


e Previous record of a win by a largest 
ever margin was with the New 
Zealand, for 290-run win over Ireland 
in 2008. . 

e India posted a score of 390 in fifty 
overs and the Sri Lanka run could only 
reach 73. Player of the series won by 
Virat Kohli (India). 


India-Sri Lanka T20 

Series 2023 

e India defeated Sri Lanka by 91 runs 
in the third and final T20 International 
cricket in Rajkot on January 8, 2023. 
e With this victory, India clinched the 
three-match series 2-1. 

e Chasing a target of 229 runs, Sri 
Lanka were all out for 137 in 

16.4 overs. Suryakumar Yadav was 
declared Man of the Match and Axar 
Patel player of the series, 


o Curtin 


ARCHERY 


Archery World Cup 2023 
(Stage Two) 

* India finished second in the 
medal tally with 3 medals in the 
compound section in the Archery 
World Cup Stage 2 at Shanghai on 
May 21, 2022. 


* India bagged all three medals in the 
compound section, with Prathamesh 
Jawkar winning the individual gold 
and Avneet Kaur bagging bronze. 


e Ojas Deotale and Jyothi Surekha 
Vennam bagged the mixed team 
gold. India finished second behind 
Korea with two gold and one 
bronze medal. 


Asia Cup-World Ranking 
Tournament (Stage Il) 

e Indian archery teams won 5 gold 
medals, 5 silver medals, and 2 bronze 
medals at the Asia Cup-World Ranking 
Tournament, Stage II in Tashkent on 
May 2, 2023. 


e In the compound women team 
event, Parneet Kaur, Raginee Markoo, 
and Pragati defeated Kazakhstan to 
win gold. In the compound men team 
event, Amit, Kushal Dalal, and 
Abhishek Verma beat Hong Kong to 
win gold. 

* In the compound mixed team event, 
Parneet Kaur and Abhishek Verma 
beat Kazakhstan to finish at the top of 
the podium. 


Archery World Cup 2023 
(Stage 1) 

e India finished 2nd in the overall 
medal tally at the Hyundai Archery 
World Cup stage 1 held in Antalya, 
Turkey with 4 medals. 

* The Hyundai Archery World Cup 
stage | held from April 18 to 23, 2023. 
e It is 17th edition of the international 


archery circuit organised annually by 
world archery. 


Top 3 in Medal Tally 
Rank Country Total Medals —_ 


1 USA 4 (2. gold, 2 silver) 
2 India 4 (2 gold, 1 silver, 1 bronze) 
3 China 3.(1 gold, 1 silver, 1 bronze) p 
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| current Affairs an a = SPORTS PANORAMA 
asia Cup 2023 (Stage-1) * Previously, Laxman Rawat won the Azerbaijan Grand Prix 2023 
-hers finished with a ri runner-up in the last edition , 5 ag 
| , Indian ger i = T wai a rich tig | er = i = O of the All Sergio Pérez won the Azerbaijan 
| paulof 10 medals, 5 gold, 4 silver and S SENET APEN JOSHE LO Satay Grand Prix, the fourth round of the 
| | bronze al the Asia Cup 2023 archery Kothari in the finals. 2023 Formula 1 World Championship 
agel world ranking tournament on * This win marks Laxman Rawat’s 


ne held in Baku on April 27, 2023. 


+h 19, first major title after 2 to 3 years. 5 ; 
= Mari ae Z ee : ion * Pérez won the race beating Red Bull 
| Tournament was held in Taoyuan * The NSCI Snooker Open Crown 


nt f teammate Max Verstappen. 
(Chinese Taipei). Is a snooker tournament organised by 


È i ; * The Azerbaijan Grand Prix is a 
, India secured gold medals in the the National Sports Club of India Formula One e held annually since 
men’s recurve and compound, women’s (NSCI). 2017 at the Baku City Circuit in the 
-ompound, recurve men’s team and capital city of Azerbaijan. 
compound women’s team events. FORMULA ONE Y J 
l , i Australian Gr i 
Gold Medal Winner List Spanish Grand Prix 2023 an Grand Prix 2023 
l e Mar ier a Per * Red Bull's Max Verstappen has 
Category Winner ax verstappen emerged victorious claimed his first Australian Grand Prix 
aee Rahul at the Spanish Grand Prix on June 4, 2023 on Anm > 2023 
Sompound Men Pawan Gat 2023. ; ' i ‘ . 
L . , e Seven-time world 5 
Compound Women Pragati | * Red Bull's celebrated their 7th fiamniton. wha E AEEA nena 
Recurve Men's Rahul, Rampal Choudhary consecutive triumph of the season. M d finished i 
Tan and Parth Salunkhe ercedes, finished second. 


. * Lewis Hamilton, a seven-time world 
Compound Pragati, Praneet Kaur and 


Ba a dth d if e Aston Martin’s Fernando Alonso 
Women's Team Aishwarya Sharma e eee ae a spot on the podium. 

Pe ais , , * The Australian Grand Prix is a motor 
CUE SPORTS * Verstappen’s triumph in Spain 


à . . race held annually in Australia since 
marked his 3rd consecutive victory and j 


Asian Billiards his 3rd triumph in Spain. sais 


Championships 2023 * Feaieasnaiieed his 400) Tumie It is currently part of the Formula One 
af kai Ad : : f : ; ; World Championship and is held at the 

* India’s Pankaj Advani retained his win, adding to his remarkable track Albert Park Circuit in: Melbourne 

Asian Billiards title in the 100-up record. ` . 


format at Qatar Billiards and Snooker 
Federation (QBSF) Academy on 
March 20, 2023. 

e Advani, who is a 25-time 
International Billiards and Snooker 
Federation (IBSF) world champion, 
defeated fellow countryman Brijesh 
Damani in the final. 


« In the women’s section, China’s Bai 
Yulu won the title beating Panchaya 
Channoi of Thailand 3-0 in the final. 


e This is the eighth Asian Billiards title 


fs Saudi Arabian Grand Prix 2023 
Monaco Grand Prix 2023 e Red Bull’s Sergio Perez took victory 
The M Grand Prix 2023 in Sunday’s Formula 1 Saudi Arabian 

See crap wie oo Grand Prix on March 19, 2023, as 
Formula One motor race that was 

teammate Max Verstappen salvaged 

held on May 28, 2023. : 
second place after starting 15th. 


The race was won by polesitter Max a 
Verstappen (driver of red bull). * He took his fifth Career win and his 
Sergio Pérez (Spain) was second and wa since last season’s Monaco Grand 
Fernando Alonso (France) was third in nx. 

this Race. The victory was e Fernando Alonso took his second 
Verstappen’s fourth of the season. consecutive third place finish. 


e Saudi Arabian Grand Prix was a 
in all for Advani. Miami Grand Prix 2023 Formula One motor race that was held 
* He has been bestowed the Arjuna * World champion Max Verstappen = i pae Circuit in 
Award in 2004, Major Dhyan Chand powered from ninth on the grid to eddah (Saudi Arabia). 


Khel Ratna in 2006, Padma Shri in beat Red Bull team-mate Sergi ‘ è 
r ; gio Perez Bahrain Grand Prix 2023 
2009 and Padma Bhushan in 2018. and win the Miami Grand Prix 2023 


; l : ; * Max Verstappen won the 

è 7 a a l l n 

' Ae kad on Mipymes oa May S, — season-opening Bahrain Grand Prix 
year at Doha. e The victory extends Verstappen's from pole position, leading almost the 
India Snooker Open 2023 lead at the top of the standings and entire race as he opened the defense of 


* Laxman Rawat of PSPB overcame follows his triumph in the inaugural his back-to-back Formula One titles. 


fellow PSPB challenger Aditya Mehta Miami race last year. e It was the first time he had won in 
9-6 in a best-of-17-frame final on e Verstappen has three wins this Bahrain and also the first time he had 
January 16, 2023 season, while Perez, the pole sitter in triumphed in a Formula One opener. 

* Laxman Rawat of Petroleum Sports Miami, has two. * Red Bull also clinched a dominant 
Promotion Board (PSPB) emerged e Aston Martin's Spanish veteran 1-2 with Sergio Perez finishing second 
Victorious in the ‘Baulkline’ NSCI All Fernando Alonso took third for his While 41-year-old Fernando Alonso 
India Snooker Open. fourth podium in five races this season. took a brilliant third place. 
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BADMINTON 
Indonesia Open 2023 


e Satwiksairaj Rankireddy & Chirag 
Shetty emerged as men’s doubles 


champions in the Indonesia Open on 
June 18, 2023. 


* The 2023 Indonesia Open took place 
at the Istora Gelora Bung Karno in 


Jakarta (Indonesia), from June 13-18, 
2023. 


* World's no. 6 pair ‘Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy’ and ‘Chirag Shetty’ from 
India beat World’s no. 3 pair ‘Aaron 
Chia’ and ‘Soh Wooi Yik’ from 
Malaysia. 


Winners List 


Winner 
Viktor Axelsen (Denmark) 
Chen Yufei (China) 


Satwiksairaj Rankireddy / | 

Chirag Shetty (India) 

Baek Ha-na / Lee So-hee 

(South Korea) 

Zheng Siwei / Huang 
_Yagiong (China) 


Categories 
Men's Singles 
Women's Singles 
Men's Doubles 


Women’s Doubles 


Mixed Doubles 


Thailand Open 2023 
e World No. 2 Ann Se-young of South 
Korea claimed her fourth title in 2023 
on June 4, 2023 in Thailand Open 
badminton tournament. 

* She defeated China’s He Bingjiao in 
the women’s singles final of the 
Thailand Open badminton 
tournament. | 

e Thailand Open Badminton was 
played in Bangkok. 

e In the men’s final, Thailand’s 
Kunlavut Witidson won the first gold 
medal. 


Winners List 


Categories Winner 
Men's Singles Kunlavut Vitidsarn 
(Thailand) 


Women's Singles An Se-young (South Korea) 


Men's Doubles Liang Weikeng / Wang 
Chang (China) 


Women's Doubles Kim So-yeong / Kong 
Hee-yong (South Korea) 


Kim Won-ho / Jeong 


Mixed Doubles 
Na-eun (South Korea) 


Malaysia Masters 2023 

e The Malaysia Masters 2023 was 
played in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) 
from May 23-28, 2023. 
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© India’s shuttler HS Prannoy won the 
gold medal in this Badminton 
Championship. 


Winners List 


Winner 

Prannoy HS (India) 

Akane Yamaguchi (Japan) 
Kang Minhyuk / Seo 
Seungjae (South Korea) 
Women's Doubles Baek Hana / Lee Sohee 
(South Korea) 


Dechapol Puavaranukroh / 
Sapsiree Taerattanachal 
(Thailand) | 


Orleans Masters 2023 


Category 

Men's Singles 
Women's Singles 
Men's Doubles 


Mixed Doubles 


e The 2023 Orléans Masters was a 
badminton tournament which took 
place in the Palais des Sports at 
Orléans (France) from April 4 to 9, 
2023. 


¢ India’s Priyanshu Rajawat clinched 
the Orleans Masters Super 300 
badminton tournament with a 21-15, 
19-21, 21-16 win over Denmark’s 
Magnus Johannesen. 

e This is the first Super-300 final for 
Rajawat. 


Winner's List 


Winner 
Priyanshu Rajawat (India) 
Carolina Marín (Spain) 
Chen Boyang / Liu Yi 
_{China) 
Rena Miyaura / Ayako 
Sakuramoto (Japan) 


Chen Tang Jie / Toh Ee 
Wei (Malaysia) 


a 
Men's Singles 
‘Women's Singles 
Men’s Doubles 


Women's Doubles 


Mixed Doubles 


Asia Championships 2023 

e Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty created history by becoming the 
first Indian men’s doubles pair to win a 
gold medal at the Badminton Asia 
Championships. 

e Tournament held at the Sheikh 
Rashid Bin Hamdan Indoor Hall in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates from 
April 25 to 30, 2023. 


Swiss Open 2023 


e The 2023 Badminton Asia 

Championships is the 40th edition of 

the Badminton Asia Championship, 
Winners List 


Category Winner Runner-Up . 


Men's Anthony Sinisuka Loh Kean Yew 
Singles Ginting (Singapore) 
(Indonesia) 
Women's Tai Tzu-ying An Se-youn 
Singles (Chinese Taipei) (South Korea) 
Men's Satwiksaira| Ong Yew Sin / 
Doubles Rankireddy / Teo Ee Yi 
Chirag Shetty (Malaysia) 
(India) 
Mixed Yuki Fukushima / Baek Ha-na / 
Doubles Sayaka Hirota Lee So-hee 
(Japan) (South Korea) 
Women's Jiang Zhenbang/ Zheng Siwei / 
Doubles Wei Yaxin (China) Huang Yaqiong 
en ALLL: 
Madrid Masters 2023 


e The Madrid Spain Masters 2023 
was a badminton tournament which 
was held at the Centro Deportivo 
Municipal Gallur in Madrid (Spain), 
from March 28 to April 2, 2023. 


e Indian player PV Sindhu lost 
women’s singles final of this 
tournament to Gregoria Mariska 
Tunjung (Indonesia). 
Winners List 


Category — Winner 

Men's Singles Kenta Nishimoto (Japan) 

Women's Singles Gregoria Mariska Tunjung 
(Indonesia) 


Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty secured their first doubles 
title of 2023 by winning the Swiss 
Open Super 300 finals on March 26, 
2023. 


Winners List 


Event Winner Runner-up y 


Men's K. Watanabe TC Chou 

Singles 

Women's P.Chochuwong M. Blichfeldt 

Singles 

Men's C. Shetty / S. Ren / Q. Tan 

Doubles S. Rankireddy 

Women's R. Miyaura / S. Hirota / 

Doubles A. Sakuramoto Y. Fukushima 

Mixed Z. Jiang / Y. Wei SJ Lai / SH G0" 

Doubles pune 

, 23 
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| England Open 2023 


ne 2023 All England Open (Yonex 
and Open Badminton 


Al 


f 


all Eng! 
f hampionships) t took place at the 


ytilita Arena Birmingham in 
airmingham. England, from March 14 
o 19, 2023. 

, The 2023 All England Open was the 
eth tournament of the 2023 BWF 
world Tour. 


Winners List 


Event Winner Runner-up 
Men's Li Shi Feng Shi Yu Qi 
Singles (China) (China) 
women's An Se Young Chen Yu Fei 
Singles (South Korea) (China) 
Men's Fajar Alfian Mohammad 
Doubles (Indonesia) / Ahsan 
Muhammad (Indonesia) / 
! Rian Ardianto Hendra 
| (Indonesia) Setiawan 
| a _ (Indonesia) — 
Women's KimSoYeong Kong Hee Yong 
| Doubles (South Korea) / (South Korea) / 
Baek Ha Na Lee So Hee 
| (South Korea) (South Korea) 
| Mixed Zheng Si Wei Huang Ya Qiong 
| Doubles (China) / Seo (China) / Chae 
Seung Jae Yu Jung 


(South Korea) 


Asia Mixed Team 
Championships 2023 

« The Badminton Asia Mixed Team 
Championships 2023 concluded at the 
Dubai Exhibition Center on 

February 18, 2023. 

* Indian Badminton team had to settle 
for a bronze medal after losing 2-3 to 
China in the semi-finals. 


« India had earlier defeated Hong 
Kong 3-2 in the quarter-finals to book 
their place in the semi-finals. 


India Open 2023 

* Shuttler Kunlavut Vitidsarn from 
Thailand won the India Open 
Badminton Championship 2023 on 
January 22, 2023. 

* Earlier, Korean sensation An 
Seyoung won the Women’s Singles 
final. 

* The Championship, officially named 
‘Yonex-Sunrise India Open 2023’ was 
held at KD Jadhav Indoor Stadium in 
New Delhi, India from January 17 to 
22, 2023. 


a 
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(South Korea) 
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Winners List 


Category Winner Runner-Up 
Men's Kunlavut Vitidsarn Viktor Axelsen 
Singles (Thailand) (Denmark) 
Women's An Seyoung Akane 
Singles (South Korea) Yamaguchi 
(Japan) 
Men's Liang Wei Keng/ Aaron Chia / 
Doubles Wang Chang Soh Wooi Yik 
(China) (Malaysia) 
Women's Nami Matsuyama/ Chen Qing 
Doubles Chiharu Shida Chen / Jia Yi 
(Japan) Fan (China) 
Mixed Yuta Watanabe / Wang Yi Lyu / 
Doubles Arisa Higashino Huang Dong 
(Japan) Ping (China) 


FIBA 3x3 Basketball 
World Cup 2023 


Serbia’s men and the United States 
women won the FIBA 3x3 World Cup 
2023 on June 5, 2023. 

In the men’s category, Serbia 
capturing their 6th title in just 

8 editions after defeating USA (21-19) 
in the final. 

Latvia defeated Brazil 22-12 to sien 
the bronze medal. 

In the women’s category, USA took 
home gold for the 3rd time win 
against last year’s champions France. 
In the women’s bronze medal game, 
Australia defeated China 20-21. 


CHESS 


23rd Dubai Open 2023 

» Grandmaster (GM) Aravindh 
Chithambaram of India won the 23rd 
Dubai Open 2023 for the second 
consecutive year. 

e The 23rd edition of Dubai Chess 
Open was organised by Dubai Chess & 
Culture Club on June 5, 2023. 

+ A total of 172 participants (in 
category A) from more than 46 
different countries participated in this 
tournament. | 


Rapid and Blitz 2023 

« World Chess Champion Magnus 
Carlsen won the 2023 Super bet Rapid 
& Blitz Poland on May 26, 2023. 

s It is the second leg of the Grand 
Chess Tour (GCT) at the Museum of 
the History of Polish Jews. 

* He finished with a score of 24/36 
and won the cash prize of $ 40000. 
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* Jan Krzyzst of Duda (Polish), who 
placed second ended with 23/36. 

* While the USA’s Wesley So and 
France’s Maxime Vachier Lagrave 
finished in a tie for third. 

* The 2023 Grand Chess Tour 
continues with the Super United Rapid 
& Blitz in Zagreb Croatia. 


World Chess Armageddon 
Asia & Oceania Event 

* India’s teenage Grandmaster 

D. Gukesh won the World Chess 
Armageddon Asia & Oceania event on 
April 10, 2023. 

* He upset previous world rapid 
champion Nodirbek Abdusattorov of 
Uzbekistan in the final. 

+ Gukesh emerged winner in a 
topsy-turvy summit clash. 

¢ Gukesh and Abdusattorov will both 
compete in the Grand Finale of 
Armageddon in September. 


Tata Steel Masters 2023 

* Dutch player Anish Giri, five times 
the runner-up in Wijk aan Zee, has 
won the 85th edition of Tata Steel 
Chess on January 30, 2023. 

e Anish Giri has won after pouncing 
on a blunder by Richard Rapport while 
Jorden van Foreest took down 
long-term leader Nodirbek 
Abdusattorov. 

e Anish Giri (NED, 2764) has never 
lost a tournament game against 
Richard Rapport (ROU, 2740). 

* The Tata Steel Chess Tournament 
2023 is the 85th edition of the annual 
chess tournament held in Wijk aan Zee 
from January 130 to 29, 2023. 


FOOTBALL 
intercontinental Cup 2023 


* India lifted the Intercontinental Cup 
on June 18, 2023 as it tamed a young 
Lebanon side by two second-half goals 
at the Kalinga Stadium. 

* India beat Lebanon 2-0 in the 
Intercontinental Cup final at the 
Kalinga Stadium. 


* Sunil Chhetri’s 46th minute goal 
broke the deadlock before Lallianzuala 
Chhangte made it 2-0 in the 

66th minute. 


* India beat Lebanon for the first time 
since 1977. 
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La Liga 2022-23 

* Football Club Barcelona FC 
Barcelona has become the champions 
of Spain for the 27th time in the club’s 
123-year history on May 17, 2023, 
securing their first title since 2019. 

* They achieved this feat by winning 
against local rivals Espanyol with a 
score of 4-2, which helped them to 
move 14 points ahead of Real Madrid, 
Who are in second place. 

* Under the leadership of Xavi 
Hernandez, a club legend who became 
the manager in November 2021, Barca 
has now won two trophies, including 


the Supercopa de Espana in January, 
2023. 


Super Cup 2023 

* Odisha FC won the Hero Super Cup 
2023 Final by defeating Bengaluru FC 
2-1 on April 25, 2023. 

* Diego Mauricio scored both goals for 
Odisha FC, the first one from a free 
kick in the 23rd minute and the 
second one in the 37th minute. 

* The 2023 Super Cup was the 3rd 
edition of the Super Cup and the 41st 
season of the national knockout 
football competition in India. 


List of Awards & Prize Money 

* Winners : Odisha FC (% 1000000) 
e Runners-up : Bengaluru FC 

(z 500000) 

* Hero of the Tournament : Diego 
Maurcio (% 250000) 

* Top Goalscorer of the 
Tournament : Wilmar Jordan Gil 
(7 goals) 

* Best Goalkeeper of the 
Tournament : Amrinder Singh 


e Fair Play Award : Aizawl FC 


Tri-Nation International 
Tournament 2023 

+ The Indian football team won the 
Tri-Nation International Football 
Tournament 2023 after a 2-0 win 
against the Kyrgyz Republic on 
March 28, 2023. 

e Jt was held at the Khuman Lampak 
Stadium in Imphal (Manipur). 

« Indian player Sunil Chhetri scored 
his 85th international goal in the final 
of this tournament. 
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Santosh Trophy 2023 

* Karnataka won the Santosh Trophy 
for the first time in 54 years after sealing 
a commanding 3-2 win over Meghalaya 
in the final on March 5, 2023. 

© The final match of the Santosh 
Trophy held at the King Fahd | 
International Stadium in the Saudi 
Arabia capital, Riyadh. 

© This is the first trophy for 

Karnataka, having previously won 

four times as the princely state of 
Mysore after a gap of 54 years 

(after 1968-69). 


FIFA Club World Cup 2023 

* Real Madrid has won the Club 
World Cup for a record-extending fifth 
time after beating Saudi Arabia's 
Al-Hilal 5-3 in the final in Rabat 
(Morocco) on February 11, 2023. 


e Vinicius Junior scored twice and 
assisted Karim Benzema to lead Real 
Madrid to its record-extending eighth 
Club World Cup title by beating Saudi 
Arabia’s Al-Hilal 5-3. 


* The FIFA Club World Cup is an 
international men’s association football 
competition organised by the FIFA, the 
sport’s global governing body. 


Carabao Cup 2023 

e Manchester United ended their 
6-year trophy drought when they 
defeated Newcastle United 2-0 to win 
the Carabao Cup in Wembley on 
February 28, 2023. 

e Manchester United is winning the 
trophy after 6 years. Newcastle is a 
Saudi Arabia-backed club. 

e The Carabao cup is also called the 
EFL cup. It is a major football trophy 
played in England. 


Spanish Super Cup 2023 

* Barcelona beat Real Madrid 3-1 in 
Riyadh to win their 14th Spanish 
Super Cup title on January 15, 2023. 


oN 
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» Gavi (33rd minute), Robert 
tewandowski (45th minute) and 
Padry (69th minute) scored for 
Barcelona in the final match Playeg 
the King Fahd Stadium in Riyadh a 
Saudi Arabia. 


e Karim Benzema (90+3) scored the 
only goal for Real Madrid. 


» Barcelona has won the Supercup tis 
the first time since 2018 and for the 
14th time overall. 


HOCKEY 


Women’s Junior Hockey Asia 
Cup 2023 


e India defeated four-time champions 
South Korea 2-1 in the final of 
Women’s Junior Hockey Asia Cup 
2023 on June 11, 2023. 


e It is first Women’s Junior Hockey 
Asia Cup for India and it is held in 
Kakamigahara, Japan. 


e After a scoreless first quarter, India 
got things moving with Annu’s penalty 
corner goal in the 22nd minute. 

* South Korea equalised three minutes 
later, with Park Seo Yeon scoring. 


e Neelum shot strongly to the bottom 
right of the South Korean custodian to 
make it 2-1. 


FIH Pro League 2023 


* The Indian hockey team beat 


Argentina 2-1 in its final FIH Pro 


League 2022-23 on June 11, 2023. 

* Match was held in Eindhoven, the 
Netherlands. 

e Akashdeep Singh and Sukhjeet 
Singh scored goals for India. 


* Lucas Toscani netted the only goal 
for Argentina. 


Men’s Junior Asia Cup 2023 

* The Indian hockey team defeated 
arch-rivals Pakistan in the final of the 
Men's Junior Hockey Asia Cup 2-1 at 
the Sultan Qaboos Youth Complex 
Stadium in Salalah, Oman on June |, 
2023. 

* With this title win, India become the 
most successful country in the history 
of the Men’s Junior Asia Cup. 

* This was India’s fourth title at Men’s 
Junior Asia Cup, having won it 
previously in 2004, 2008 and 2015. 
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¿3th india Sub Junior Men 
national Championship 2023 

» VUA Pradesh Hockey won the 13th 
Hockey India Sub Junior Men National 


championship 2023 on May 28, 2023. 


è ural Pra 
ampionship atter defeating the 


desh won this 
ch 
Hocke) Association of Odisha in the 
pinal 

, Final of this Championship held at 
the iconic Birsa Munda Hockey 
stadium Odisha. 

» Meanwhile, Hockey Haryana beat 
yockey Madhya Pradesh to finish 
third in the competition. 


Senior Women’s National 
Championship 2023 

« Madhya Pradesh was named the 
winner of the 13th Hockey India 

Senior Women National Championship 
2023 on February 28, 2023. 

« Madhya Pradesh defeated 
Maharashtra by 5-1 in the 
championship game in Kakinada, 
Andhra Pradesh. 

+ In the meantime, Hockey Jharkhand 
finished third after winning the 
third-place game against Hockey 
Harvana. 

e Albela Rani Toppo was seen vying 
for every ball, and she was awarded 
Player of the Match for her remarkable 
effort. 


National Ice Hockey 
Championship 2023 

* ITBP has won the National Ice 
Hockey Championship 2023 title on 
February 5, 2023. 

* The ITBP team won the title for the 
3rd consecutive time by defeating 
Ladakh Scouts in the final with a score 
of 1-0. 

* Thel2th edition of the competition 
has been organised in Ladakh, Leh. 


FIH Men’s Hockey 
World Cup 2023 


* Germany has won the FIH Men's 
Hockey World Cup 2023 on 
January 29, 2023. 
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= Germany defeated detending 
champions Belgium 5-4 in a shootout 
in the final played at the Kalinga 
Stadium in Bhubaneswat 

e With this, Germany has won the 
World Cup three times, first in 2002 
and second in 2006. 

* Germany also took their world title 
tally to three, equaling Australia and 
the Netherlands. 


Awards Winners 

* Best Player Niklas Wellen 
(Germany ) 

e Best Goalkeeper Vincent Vanasch 
(Belgium) 

e Top Scorer Jeremy Hayward 
(Australia) 

* Best Team Goal Celebration 
Award S. Korea 

e Fair Play Award Belgium 


e Maximum Team Goals 
Award Netherlands 


Kenya Ladies Golf 
Open 2023 


Indian Olympian Aditi Ashok won the 
2023 Magical Kenya Ladies Open Title 
on February 6, 2023 with a final-round 
score of 74. 

This is the fourth Ladies’ European 
championship of Aditi Ashok overall. 
Her first LET title comes after winning 
the Fatima Bint Mubarak Ladies Open 
in Abu Dhabi in 2017. 


Aditi Ashok is an Indian professional 
golfer from Bengaluru. 


KHO KHO 
4th Asian Championships 


e The Indian men’s and women’s 
teams clinched the titles at the 4th 
Asian Kho Kho Championships on 
March 23, 2023. 

© This Championships concluded at 
Tamulpur in North-Central Assam’s 
Baksa district. 

¢ Tamulpur is in the Bodoland 
Territorial Region (BTR) and about 

75 km north of Guwahati. 

» India remained unbeaten in both 
categories throughout the tournament. 
< A total of nine countries participated 
in the event. 


on) ae 1 Ii od kh 


BOXING 


IBA Women’s World 
Championships 2023 

Nhe 13th edition of the Women’s World 
Boxing Championships 2023 was 
organised by the International 
Boxing Association (IBA) and took 
place from March 15 to 26, 2023. 


Gold Winner from India 

* Saweety Boora, Nitu Ghanghas, 
Nikhat Zareen and Lovlina 
Borgohain were the top performers in 
their respective categories. 

* Ace India Boxer Nitu Ghanghas 
becomes the first one to have been 
honoured with the gold medal. 

* It was further followed by the rest of 
the three who established their names 
in history, 

e Nitu is also a gold medal winner of 
the Commonwealth Games 2022. 


Winners List 


Winner 


Category 
Welterweight Yang Liu (China) 
Flyweight Wu Yu (China) 
Middleweight Lovlina Borgohain 
(75 kg) (India) 
Bantamweight Hsiao-wen 
(Chinese Taipei) 
Minimum weight Nitu Ghanghas (48 kg) 
(India) 
Light flyweight Nikhat Zareen (50 kg) 
(India) 


Yang Chengyu (China) 
Anastasiia Demurchian 
(Russia) 


Irma Testa (Italy) 


Saweety Boora (81 kg) 
(India) 

Khadija Mardi (Morocco) 
Beatriz Ferreira (Brazil) 


Light welterweight 
Light middleweight 


Featherweight 
Light heavyweight 


Heavyweight 
Lightweight 


SQUASH 


World Championship 2023 

* Egypt has retained the World Squash 
Championship on June 18, 2023. 

e Egypt beat Malaysia 2-1 in the final 
in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

e The third place was shared jointly by 
hosts India and Japan. 

* Eight countries including India 
participated in the tournament — Hong 
Kong, Japan, Malaysia, Egypt, South 
Africa, Australia, and Colombia. 
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British Junior Open 2023 

* Anahat Singh won the Girl’s U-15 
Squash title at British Junior Open 
Tournament on January 8, 2023. 

* Anahat Singh was also one of the 
youngest players at the 
Commonwealth Games 2022. 

* She won one of the most prestigious 
tournaments of the season in 
Birmingham, UK. 

* The British Junior Open is held in 
January every year in the UK in which 
all the best players from all over the 
world participate for the title. 


Asian Team 

Championships 2022 

* The Indian men’s team clinched its 
first-ever gold at Asian squash 
championships at Chengdu (South 
Korea) on November 4, 2022. 


* The team won the championship 
against Kuwait in the final with a 
facile 2-0. 


* India won all its group matches, five 
in all. 

* India has won the silver medals in 
2021, 2012 and 1981 and has won 
bronze seven times. 

* Hong Kong upset favourites 
Malaysia to win the women’s Asian 
Team Championship title 2022. 


SHOOTING 


ISSF Junior World Cup 2023 
+ ISSF Junior World Cup 2023 held 
in Suhl (Germany) from June 1-9, 
2023. 

e India topped with a total of 

15 medals (6 gold, 6 silver and 

3 bronze) in this championship. 

e A total of 39 Indian shooters 
competed at the ISSF Junior World 
Cup 2023. 

e Overall, 511 junior shooters from 
46 different countries took part in the 
championships. 

e India followed by Korea (12), USA 
(9) and Italy (7). 


ISSF World Cup 2023 

e Indian rifle and pistol shooters . 
finished the ISSF World Cup 2023 in 
Baku (Azerbaijan), with four medals 
on May 17, 2023. 
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e India finished 2nd in the overall 
medals tally with one gold, two silvers 
and one bronze at the Baku meet. 

e India finished second behind China. 
* Sarabjot Singh and Divya TS 
combined to win a gold medal in the 
10 m air pistol mixed team event. 

* Hriday Hazarika and Nancy Mand- 
hotra bagged silver medals in the men’s 
and women’s 10 m air rifle events. 


ISSF World Cup 2023 

e ISSF Shooting World Cup held from 
March 21 to 27, 2023 in Bhopal 
(Madhya Pradesh). 


kati 


e India secured 2nd position in this 
championship with 7 medals including 
l Gold, 1 Silver and 5 bronze. 

e This is the first ever to be held in 
India outside the national capital of 
New Delhi. 


Medal Tally (Top-3) 
Gold 


= Country Silver Bronze Total 
China 8 2 2 12 
India 1 1 5 7 

Germany 11 1 3 


ISSF Shotgun World Cup 2023 
¢ Trap shooter Prithviraj Tondaiman 
won a bronze medal at the ISSF 
Shotgun World Cup 2023 in Doha, 
Qatar on March 11, 2023. 

e It was India’s first medal at the 
ongoing ISSF World Cup being held at 
the Lusail Shooting Complex in the 
Qatari capital. 

¢ India finished ninth overall in the 
medals table, which the USA team 
topped with six medals — three gold, 
two silver and one bronze. 


ISSF World Cup 2023 

e Team India concluded a successful 
outing at the ISSF World Cup 2023 in 
Cairo (Egypt), which kicked-off on 
February 19 and continued until 
February 23, 2023. 
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Indian Medalists at ISSF 

World Cup 2023 

* Gold Rudrankksh Balasaheb 
Patil/Narmada Nithin Raju (Event . 
10 m air rifle mixed team) 

e Gold Varun Tomar/Rhythm 
Sangwan (Event :10 m air pisto] Mixed 
team) 

* Gold Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil 
(Event : Men’s 10 m air rifle) 

* Gold Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar 
(Event : Men’s 50 m rifle three 
positions) 

* Bronze Varun Tomar (Event : 
Men’s 10 m air pistol) 

* Bronze Tilottama Sen (Event : 
Women’s 10 m air rifle) 

* Bronze Anish Bhanwala (Event : 
Men’s 25 m rapid fire pistol) 


TENNIS 
French Open 2023 


e Novak Djokovic won his men’s 
record 23rd Grand Slam title in French 
Open Final on June 9, 2023. 


* Djokovic broke a tie with rival Rafael 
Nadal for the most major singles 
trophies. 

* He also becomes the first man to win 
all four majors at least three times. 

e World No. 1 and top seed Iga 
Swiatek of Poland won the Women’s 
Singles crown. 

e This is her third French title in just 
5 years. 


Winners List 
Category Winner Runner-Up 
Men's Novak Djokovic Casper (Norway) 
Singles (Serbia) 
Women's Iga Swiatak Karolina Muchova 
Singles (Poland) (Czech Republic) 
Men's Ivan Dodig Sander Gille / 
Doubles (Croatia) / Joran Vliegen 
Austin Krajicek (Beligium) 
(USA) 
Women’s Hsieh Su-wei Leylah Fernandez 
Doubles (Taiwan) / (Canada) / Taylog 
Wang Xinyu Townsend (USA) 
(China) 
Mixed Miyu Kato Bianca Andreescu 
Doubles (Japan)/Tim (Canada) / 
Putz (Germany) Michael Venus 
(New Zealand) 


Italian Open 2023 
* Daniil Medvedev defeated Holger 
Rune in the final of the 2023 Italian 
Open on May 21, 2023. 
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the world No. 2, won his 
itle and sixth ATP 


Winners List 


Winner 
Danii Mecvede\ 


Open 2023 


Runner-Up 
Holger Rune 
(Denmark) 
Anhelina Kalinina 
(Ukraine) 

Robin Haase 
Botic van de 
Zandschulp 
(Netheriana) 
Coco Gauff 
Jessica Pegula 
(USA) 


e The 2023 Madrid Open was a 
professional tennis tournament played 
on outdoor clay courts at the Park 
Manzanares in Madrid (Spain) from 
April 25 to May 7, 2023. 
e It was the 21st edition of the event 
on the ATP Tour and 14th on the WTA 


Tour. 


* Carlos Alcaraz has successfully 
defended his Madrid Open tennis 
trophy by beating a very good 
Jann-Lennard Struff in three sets. 

¢ The victory in just over an hour took 
the 19-year-old’s winning streak to 

10 matches and gave him a second 
consecutive title after victory last 


month in Barcelona. 
Winners List 
Category Winner >» 
Men's C. Alcaraz Garfia 
Singles (Spain) 
Women's Aryna Sabalenka 
Singles (Belarus) 
Men's Karen 
Doubles Khachanov / 
Andrey Rublev 
(Russia) 
Women's Victoria Azarenka 
Doubles (Belarus) / 
Beatriz Haddad 
Maia (Brazil) 


Garden Open 2023 


Runner-Up a 


Jan-Lennard 
Struff (Germany) 


lga Swiatek 


(Poland) 


Rohan Bopanna 
(India) / Matthew 
Ebden 
(Australia) 

Coco Gauft / 
Jessica Pegula 
(England) 


* The 2023 Garden Open was a 
professional tennis tournament played 
on clay courts. It took place in Rome 
(Italy) between April 24 and 30, 2023. 
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* It was the 15th edition of the 
tournament which was part of the 
2023 ATP Challenger Tour. 


Winners’ List 


Category Winner 
Singles Sumit Naga! (India) 
Doubles Nicolas Barrientos (Colombia) / 


Francisco Cabral (Portugal) 


Barcelona Open 2023 


Carlos Alcaraz (Spain) won the men’s 
singles title at the 2023 Barcelona 
Open Banc Sabadell 2023 by defeating 
Stefanos Tsitsipas of Greece on 

April 23, 2023. 


This marks his 2nd consecutive title, 
he previously won the title in 2022. 


The 2023 Barcelona Open Banc 
Sabadell was a men’s tennis 
tournament, played on outdoor clay 
courts in Barcelona (Spain) from 
April 17 to 23, 2023. 


It was the 70th edition of the event 


and part of the ATP Tour 500 series of 
the 2023 ATP Tour. 


Miami Open 2023 

e Russian tennis star Daniil 
Medvedev claimed his 4th title of the 
year by defeating Jannik Sinner in a 
closely-contested final match in Miami 
Opens 2023. 

e Medvedev, who was once the 
top-ranked player in the world, has 
now won 24 out of his last 25 matches, 
including his latest victory at the 
prestigious Miami Open. 

e It was also Medvedev’s first Masters 
1000 level victory since Toronto in 2021. 


Winners’ List 


Category 


Winner Runner-Up 
Men's Daniil Medvedev Jannik Sinner 
Singles (Russia) (Italy) 
Women's Petra Kvitova Elena Rybakina 
Singles (Czech Republic) (Kazakhstan) 
Men's Santiago Austin Krajicek 
Doubles González , (Britain) / 
Edouard Nicolas Mahut 
Roger-Vasselin (France) 
(France) 
Women's Coco Gauft / Leylah 
Doubles Jessica Pegula Fernandez 
(United States) (Canada) 
Taylor 
Townsend 


(United States) 


Qatar Open 2023 

e Daniil Medvedev maintained his 
winning roll to beat Andy Murray in 
the Qatar Open final and claim his 
second title in successive weeks on 
February 25, 2023. 

» Veteran Murray, bidding for his 47th 
career title but first since 2019, pushed 
the Russian hard but succumbed 6-4, 
6-4 in a battle of former world 

number ones. 

e Medvedev also triumphed in 
Rotterdam last week and now has 

18 Tour-level titles in his locker. 


Indian Wells Masters 2023 


e Indian Rohan Bopanna and 
Matthew Eden of Australia have won 
the Indian Wells men’s doubles title in 
California, United States. 


e Bopanna, 43, surpassed his former 
partner Daniel Nestor to become the 
oldest ATP Masters 1000 finalist and 
then broke the Canadian’s record by 
becoming the oldest ATP Masters 
1000. 


Category Winner Runner-up 


Men's Carlos Alcaraz Danii! Medvedev 
Singles (Spain) (Russia) 
Women's Elena Rybakina Aryna Sabalenka 
Singles (Kazakhstan) (Belarusian) 
Men's Rohan Bopanna Wesley Kooihot 
Doubles (Indian) (Netherands) 
Matthew Ebden Neal Skupski 
(Australia) (England) 
Women's Barbora Beatnz Haddad 
Doubles Krejciková Maia (Brazil) 
Katenna Laura 


Siniakova 
Czech Republic) 


Siegemund 
(Germany) 


Argentina Open 2023 
e World No. 2 Carlos Alcaraz 
produced a stellar performance to win 
the Argentina Open by defeating 
second seed Cameron Norrie in the 
final in Buenos Aires on February 22, 
2023. 

e Carlos Alcaraz (Spain) won his 
seventh ATP Tour title by defeating 
last year’s Wimbledon semi-finalist 
Cameron Norrie (Great Britain) 6-3, 
7-5. 

* In addition, 19-year-old tennis 
player Alcaraz became the first 
Spaniard since Rafael Nadal in 2015 to 
Win the Buenos Aires trophy. 
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Australian Open 2023 

e The 2023 Australian Open was a 
Grand Slam level tennis tournament 
held at Melbourne Park, from 
January 16 to 29, 2023. 

* Novak Djokovic won the Australian 
Open title for the 10th time. 

e With this victory, Novak Djokovic 
has equaled Spain’s Rafael Nadal’s 


record of winning 22 Grand Slam titles. 


Winners List 


Category Winner Runner-up 
Men's Novak Djokovic Stefanos 
Singles (Serbia) Tsitsipas 
(Greece) 
Women's Aryna Sabalenka Elena Rybakina 
Singles (Belarus) (Kazakhstan) 
Men's Rinky Hijikata Huco Nys 
Doubles Jason Kubler (Monaco) / Jan 
(Australia) Zielinski (Poland) 
Women's Barbora Shuko Aoyama / 
Doubles Krejcikova / Ena Shibahara 
Katerina (Japan) 
Siniakova (Czech 
Republic) 

Mixed Luisa Stefani / Sania Mirza / 
Doubles Rafael Matos Rohan Bopanna 
(Brazil) (India) 

Bangkok Open 2023 


* Top seeded Indian pair of Yuki 
Bhambri and Saketh Myneni won the 
Bangkok Open title on January 15, 
2023 at Nonthaburi, Thailand. 

* This is their sixth title together on 
the ATP Challenger Tour. 


Winners List 


Category Winner Runner-up 
Men's Arthur Cazaux Lloyd Harris 
Singles (France) (South A\frica) 
Men's Yuki Bhambri/ Christopher 
Doubles Saketh Myneni Rungkat 

(India) (Indonesia) / Akira 


Santillan: (Australia) 


Tata Open Maharashtra 2023 
e Tata Open Maharashtra 2023 was a 
professional men’s tennis tournament 


played in Pune from January 2-7, 2023. 


e It was the 27th edition of the 
Association of Tennis Professionals 
(ATP)’s 250 events. It is the only ATP 
tournament played in India. 


Winners List 


Category Winner Runnerup 
Men's Tallon Griekspoor Benjamin Bonzi 
Singles (Netherlands) (France) 
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Category Winner ets: 7 
Men's Sander Gillé / ee aj 
Joran Vliegen eeva 7 
vos ‘Belgium Nedunchezhiyan 
(India) 


Adelaide International-1 2023 
e The Adelaide International- | 2023 . 
was held at the Memorial Drive Tennis 
Centre from January 1 to 8, 2023. 


Winners List 


Category Winner Runner-up 
Men's Novak Djokovic Sebastian Korda 
Singles (Serbia) (USA) 
Women's Aryna Sabalenka Linda Noskova 
Singles (Belarus) (Czech Republic) 
Men's Lloyd Glasspool Jamie Murray 
Doubles (UK) / Harri (UK) / Michael 
Heliövaara Venus 
(Finland) (New Zealand) 


Women's Asia Muhammad Storm Hunter 

Doubles (United States) / (Australia) / 
Taylor Townsend Katerina 
(USA) Siniaková 

(Czech Republic) 


TABLE TENNIS 


South Asian Youth 
Championship 2023 

¢ The South Asian Youth Table Tennis 
Championship 2023, a three-day 
international event, came to a close on 


May 17, 2023 in Itanagar Arunachal 
Pradesh. 


: 
e` Over 100 athletes from six countries, 
including Bhutan, Bangladesh, India, 
Maldives, Sri Lanka and Nepal, 
participated in the championship, 


e On the final day, the host nation 
India achieved a remarkable feat by 
winning all the available gold medals 
at the tournament. 

e In Under-19 Boys Singles, Ankur 
Bhattacharjee won gold by defeating 
Payas Jain 4-2. 

e Meanwhile, in the Under-19 girls’ 
singles, Suhana Saini defeated 
Yashaswini Ghorpade 4-1 in what 
turned out to be a one-sided final. 


Ut Afar 


. In mixed doubles, Payas Jain 
and Yashaswini won gold after 
defeating their Maldivian rivals 
Akhyar Ahmed Khalid and Fathimath 
Dhema Ali. 


WEIGHTLIFTING 
UWW Ranking Series 2023 


* Indian wrestlers won 4 medals at the 
UWW Ranking Series wrestling 
tournament in Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan) 
on June 1, 2023. 

e India has won | gold, 1 silver and 
2 bronze in this competition. 

» Manisha won the gold medal after 
winning four matches in four rounds 
ə United World Wrestling is the 
international governing body for the 
sport of wrestling. 


Under-17 Asian Wrestling 
Championships 

* India won a total of seven medals on 
June 13, 2023 in the Under-17 Asian 
Wrestling Championships held in 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. 

¢ India won | gold, 3 silver and 

3 bronze medals on the final day of the 
tournament. 


» Ankush won the only gold medal for 
India by defeating Iran’s Amirreza Ali 
Taimoorizad in the freestyle 55 kg 
category. 


Bishkek Ranking Series 2023 
* The Indian wrestling team finished 
their competition with four medals in 
Bishkek Ranking Series 2023 on 
June 5, 2023. 

* Manisha won India’s first gold 
medal at the Bishkek Ranking Series 
2023 in Kyrgyzstan. 

* India won one gold, one silver, and 
two bronze medals in this series. 

* Reetika settled for silver in the 
women’s 72 kg event. 

* Sarita Mor clinched a bronze in 
women’s 59 kg, 

* Greco-Roman wrestler Manjeet 
(55 kg) won bronze earlier. 


Asian Championships 2023 
* Indian weightlifters finished the 
Asian Weightlifting Championships 
2023 in Jinju (South Korea), with 
3 silver medals on May 8, 2023. 
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Vuppala Praneeth 


* 15-year-old chess player Vuppala 
Praneeth from Telangana has become 
the 82nd Grandmaster of India on 
May 15, 2023. 


* Vuppala Praneeth defeated GM Hans 
Niem of USA during the final round of 
Baku Open 2023 to clinch the 
Grandmaster title. 


* Praneeth clinched his first GM-norm 
and International Master (IM) title at 
the tournament in March, 2022. 


e The first Indian Grandmaster was 


Viswanathan Anand, who held the 
title in 1988. 


Shabnim Ismail 


* Shabnim Ismail 


, the fastest bowler 
in w 


omen’s cricket, has announced her 
retirement from international cricket 
on May 5, 2023. 
* Shabnim Ismail] has retired from 
international cricket after taking 317 
wickets during her career., 


* She is the highest Wicket-taker for 
South Africa in both One Day 

Internationals (ODIs) and Twenty20 
Internationals (T20Is). 
e Ismail also holds the 


number of Wickets in ODI cricket with 


a total of 191, behind only India’s 
Jhulan Goswami. 


Nigel Amos 


* Nigel Amos received a three-year 
ban for doping by the Athletics 
Integrity Unit on May 5, 2023. 

* He is the Olympic silver medalist in 
the men’s 800 m at the 2012 Olympics. 
* The ban has been reverted to his 
Provisional suspension in July, 2020 
and will last until 2025. He will not be 


able to participate in the 2024 Paris 
Olympics. 


second-highest 


Ding Liren 

* Ding Liren has become 17th world 
chess champion — the first from China 
~— defeating Russia’s lan 
Nepomniachtchi in a tie-breaker, | 

e Ding defeated Nepo in the last of the 
four Rapid tiebreaks. | 

* Ding takes over as winner of the 
World Chess Championship Ta vee 
Norway's Magnus Carlsen, pe te 
not to defend his title after a 10-y 


reign. 
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* He and Nepomniachtchi had PEPA 
finished on seven points each : 

14 first-stage games played in the 
Kazakh capital, Astana. 


Pankaj Singh 
e Pankaj Singh was elected as the l 
President of the Cyclin:; Federation o 
India (CFI) on April 26, 2023. 


$ 


* He is BJP MLA from Noida and son 
of Union Defense Minister Rajnath 
Singh. 

* The election was held during the 
Annual General Body meeting in 
Nainital, and Pankaj Singh was elected 
unopposed. 

* Maninder Pal Singh was elected 


general secretary for the second time 
in a row. 


* Uttar Pradesh, De 
Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Kerala and 


Telangana elected two members each 
to the Executive Council. 


Rishabh Pant 
* The Walt Disney 
Star Sports has sig 
Rishabh Pant as it 
ambassador on A 


lhi, Haryana, 


Company-owned 
ned cricketer 
s latest brand 


* Star Sports Will work Closely With 
the Cricketers to develop new 
Campaigns and prop 
popularity of the sp 
fandom, especially 
youngsters, 

* The compan 


erties to grow the 
Ort and drive 
amongst 


y also has Other 
cricketers as its ‘Believe Ambassadors’ 
like Hardik Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja, 
KL Rahul and Shreyas lyer. 


Gary Ballance 
* Gary Ballance, a left-handed 
batsman, has announced his 


retirement from all forms of cricket on 
April 19, 2023. 
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He initially made his debut for 
Zimbabwe and played for them un 
a two-year contract. 


e He later went on to play for Englang 
and appeared in 23 Test matches. 

* He played one Test, one T201, and 
five ODIs for Zimbabwe, during which 
he scored five Test hundreds, includin, 
a score of 137 against the West Indies 


dey 


Sanjita Chanu 
e Indian weightlifter and two-time 
Commonwealth Games winner Sanjita 
Chanu has been banned for 4 years by 
India’s National Anti-Doping A 
(NADA) on April 5, 2023, 


* The ban was imposed after Chanu 
tested positive for the 
anabolic-androgenic steroid 
Drostanolone during the National 
Games to be held in Gujarat in 
September- October 2022. 


* Drostanolone is primarily used to 
treat advanced inoperable breast 
cancer in women, but is often abused 
by athletes as a 


performance-enhancing drug. 


Kim Cotton 


* New Zealand’s Kim Cotton be 
the first woman on-field umpir 
full-member men’s T201 durin 
Zealand’s second match again 
Lanka in Dunedin On April 5, 2023. 

* The 48-year-old Cotton has officiated 
as both on-field and TV umpire since 
2018, in addition to 24 women’s ODIs 
and 54 women’s T20Is. 

* Cotton first made an appe 
the men’s game in 2020 
umpire for the tie 
India and New Ze 


Kim Cotton 


* New Zealand’ 
t f 


gency 


came 
eina 
g New 
st Sri 


arance in 
as a TV 
d match between 


aland in Hamilton. 


on-fi 


has officiated 


women’s ODIs 
n s T20Is. 
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, chanu’s provisional suspension was 
announced by NADA soon after the 
sample collection, and her four-year 
han has now been formally 


announced. 


Lashinda Demus 

+ Lashinda Demus has been awarded 
an Olympic gold medal at the age of 
40, more than a decade after the 2012 
London Games. 

+ Lashinda Demus is a runner from 
the United States. 


« This came after the International 
Olympic Committee stripped Natalya 
Antyukh of her title due to her 
involvement in the Russian doping 
scandal. 


* Natalya Antyukh is the original 
gold medalist in the 400-meter 
hurdles. 


Alex Ferguson and 


Arsene Wenger 
* The Premier League inducted former 
Manchester United manager Sir Alex 
Ferguson and ex-Arsenal boss Arsene 
Wenger into its Hall of Fame on 

March 29, 2023. 

© This is the first time that managers 
have been included in this prestigious 
list. 

* The two managers had a ies 

riv -ng the 1990s, W? 

aher a top-flight titles to 
their names. 


United to 
. d Manchester ©” 
Ferguson le e football titles 


a 
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Krishna Prakash 


al Ironman’ Krishna Prakash becomes 
first person on March 27, 2023 to 
swim from Gateway of India to 
Elephanta Caves on March 27, 2023 

i IPS officer Krishna covers 16.20 km 
in less than 6 hrs. 

e This is far from the first time the IPS 
officer broker broke records in sporting 
competitions. 

* A UNESCO World Heritage Site, the 
Elephanta Caves are a specimen of 
rock-cut art and architecture from the 
time of medieval India. 


D. Gukesh 


Indian Grandmaster D. Gukesh has 
been honoured with Player-of-the- 
Year award by the Asian Chess 

Federation (ACF) on March 3, 2023. 


He was awarded for clinching the gold 
medal with a record-breaking score of 
9/11 in the 44th Chess Olympiad at 
Mahabalipuram. 


Gukesh became only the sixth Indian 

to break the 2700 Elo-rating mark, and 
the youngest Grandmaster from the 
country to be rated above 2700. 


Ravichandran Ashwin 

e Ravichandran Ashwin surpassed 
former captain Kapil Dev to become 
India’s third-highest wicket-taker in 
international cricket on March 2, 2023. 


e Ashwin returned with a three-wicket 
haul to help India bowl out Australia 
for 197 on the second day of the third 
Test at the Holkar Cricket Stadium 
against Australia in Indore. 


Lionel Messi 

e The all-time great Lionel Messi has 
scored his 700th career club goal in 
Paris St. Germain’s 3-0 win over 
Marseille on February 27, 2023. 

e With the goal, Messi became just the 
second player in history to score 700 
career club goals, according to IFFHS. 
* The other player to do so is Messi’s 
longtime rival Cristiano Ronaldo. 


Sergio Ramos 

* Spain legend Sergio Ramos 
announced his retirement from 
international football on Feb. 23, 2023, 
revealing that he is not part of head 
coach Luis de la Fuente’s plans. 
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* Ramos has played 180 international 
matches, a football career that 
spanned almost 18 years. 

* Ramos was part of the Spain 

squad that won the 2010 World Cup 


and the Euro Championships in 2008 
& 2012. 


Virat Kohli 


* Virat Kohli became the sixth and the 
fastest batter in the world to score 
25000 runs across formats during the 
second Test against Australia on 
February 20, 2023. 

* Kohli became the 2nd Indian after 
Sachin Tendulkar to reach 25000 
international runs. 

* Kohli reached the landmark in 549 
international matches, going past 
Sachin Tendulkar (34437), who 
achieved the feat in 577 innings. 


* Ricky Ponting (588), Jacques Kallis 
(594), Kumar Sangakkara (608) and 
Mahela Jayawardene follow Virat and 
Sachin (701) in the exclusive list. 


Ben Stokes 

* England Test captain Ben Stokes on 
February 18, 2023 became the player 
to hit the greatest number of sixes in 
the history of Test cricket. 

* He surpassing England coach and 
former New Zealand cricketer Brendon 
McCullum in the match against New 
Zealand. 

e In 90 Test matches, Stokes scored a 
total of 5652 runs at an average of 
36.00 with 109 sixes and 12 centuries 
and 28 fifties. 


Rohit Sharma 

> Indian captain Rohit Sharma has 
become the first Indian captain on 
February 10, 2023 to score a century in 
all three formats of cricket. 

e Rohit achieved this feat by playing 
an innings of 120 runs on the second 
day of the first test of the series 
being played in Nagpur against 
Australia. 

» At the international level, three 
captains have achieved this feat 
before Rohit, including Tillakaratne 
Dilshan (Sri Lanka), Faf du Plessis 
(South African) and Babar Azam 
(Pakistan). 
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Eoin Morgan 

¢ Former England captain Eoin 
Morgan announced his retirement 
from all forms of cricket on Feb. 13, 
2023. 


e He became the first captain to win 
the ODI World Cup for England 
in 2019. 


* Morgan has scored 2458 runs 
playing a total of 115 T20 matches. 

* While playing 248 ODIs, he scored 
7701 runs. 

* Morgan captained England in 126 
ODIs and 72 T20Is, registering 118 
wins as captain in both formats. 


Cristiano Ronaldo 

* Cristiano Ronaldo scored all of Al 
Nassr’s goals in a 4-0 rout of Al 
Wehda in the Saudi league as he 
passed the 500-league goal mark in 
his club career on Feb. 10, 2023. 


* The 38-year-old Portuguese star 
now has 503 goals scored for five 
different teams stretched across five 
leagues. 


* Portuguese superstar scored 103 
goals for Manchester United, 311 for 
Real Madrid, 81 for Juventus, three 
for Sporting Lisbon. Now, he has five 
for A] Nassr as well. 


Dipa Karmakar 

* Gymnast Dipa Karmakar has been 
handed a 21-month ban for failing a 
dope test conducted by the i 
International Testing Agency on 
February 4, 2023. 

* The ITA confirms that Dipa 
Karmakar has been suspended for 
21 months, effective until July 10, 
2023 after testing positive for 
higenamine. 

e The positive sample was collected 
on behalf of the FIG in the scope of 
an out-of-competition control on 
October 11, 2021. 


Murali Vijay 

¢ Indian cricket opener Murali Vijay 
on January 30, 2023 announced his 
retirement from all forms of 
international cricket. 

¢ He last played for India in 
December 2018 during the Border- 


Gavaskar Test series against Australia. 
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e Murali appeared in 61 Tests, 

17 ODIs and 9 T20Is for India during 
his international career that began 
back in 2008. 

* He scored 3982 runs in Tests with 
12 centuries and 15 fifties, 339 runs in 
ODIs with a solitary half-century and 
169 runs in T20Is. 


Geovanis Uwase 

e The Rwanda fast bowler, Geovanis 
Uwase has been suspended by ICC 
from bowling in international cricket 
with immediate effect on January 19, 
2023. 


* Uwase has been suspended after her 
action was found illegal at Under-19 
Women’s T20 World Cup. 

e The decision was taken by the Event 
Panel, which comprises members of . 
the ICC Panel of Human Movement 
Specialists. 


Hashim Amla 

* Hashim Amla ended his 22-year 
playing career, with his legacy secure 
as one of South Africa’s all-time 


- cricketing greats on January 19, 2023. 


* He had an average in one-day 
internationals, hitting 27 centuries in 
181 matches and scoring 8113 runs 
at 49.46. 


e Amla’s 28 centuries in a 124-match 
Test career during which he scored 
9282 runs at an average of 46.64. 

e His remains record of South Africa’s 
only triple century in Test match 
cricket. 


Virat Kohli 


« Virat Kohli has recorded the first 
century by an Indian in 2023 against 
Sri Lanka in the first One-Day 
International at the Baraspara Cricket 
Stadium in Guwahati on January 10, 
2023: 


* Kohli’s 45th ODI ton helped him 
equal Sachin Tendulkar’s record for 
most centuries at home in ODI cricket, 
* While Tendulkar had 20 centuries 

in 160 innings at home, Kohli sMasheq 
his 20 ton in his 99th innings at home. 


Suryakumar Yadav 

e Suryakumar Yadav has become the 
fastest player on January 8, 2023 to 
reach 1500 runs in T20 International 
cricket in terms of balls faced. 


* He took only 843 balls to reach this 
landmark. 


* However, he is the third-fastest batter 
to reach the 1500-run mark in terms of 
innings. In 45 matches and 43 innings, 
Suryakumar has scored 1578 runs at an 
average of 46.41. 


e He has three centuries and 
13 half-centuries in the format, with 
the best individual score of 117. 


Sania Mirza 

e Sania Mirza has announced her 
intention on January 7, 2023 to end her 
career in tennis at Dubai Tennis 
Championships 2023. 


* Dubai Tennis Championships, a 
Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) 
1000 event in Dubai in February 2023 
will be her last match. 


* Sania Mirza (36-year-old), the former 
doubles World No.1, has won six Grand 
Slam doubles titles. 


e Sania Mirza and Martina Hingis of 
Switzerland won 3 women’s doubles — 
Wimbledon 2015, the US Open 2015 
and the Australian Open 2016. 


M. Pranesh 


* M. Pranesh clinched the title in the 
Rilton Cup on January 6, 2023 in 
Stockholm, Sweden to become India’s 
79th chess Grandmaster (GM). 


* The 16-year-old Pranesh crossed the 
2500-rating threshold and became a 
GM, having completed his 3 norms 
before this cup. 

* To become a GM, a player has to 
secure 3 GM norms and cross the live 
rating of 2500 Elo points. 


* 19-year-old Koustav Chatterjee had 
recently become the country’s 78th 
Grandmaster during the National 
Senior Chess Championship. 
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, Moga represents an Indian bison for 
the upcoming 37th National Games. 

, 37th edition of the national games of 
india will be held in various locations 
in the state of Goa. 

, [twill feature competitions in a total 
of 43 disciplines. 


icc Men’s Player of the Month 
(May 2023) Revealed 

. Harry Tector has been selected on 
June 12, 2023 as the ICC Men's Player 
of the Month for May 2023. 

. He marking Ireland’s first-ever 
recipient of the award. 

. The ICC Women’s Player of the 
Month for May 2023 has been 
awarded to Thipatcha Putthawong 
(Thailand). 

« She is a talented 19-year-old player. 


3rd Khelo India University 
Games Concluded 

e The third edition of the Khelo India 
University Games concluded at the 
IIT-BHU campus in Varanasi on 

June 3, 2023. 

* Punjab University emerged as the 
overall champions once again at this 
Games. 

* Punjab University concluded the 
Games with a total of 69 medals 

(26 gold, 17 silver, and 26 bronze). 

* Guru Nanak Dev University secured 
2nd places with 24 gold, 27 silver, and 
17 bronze medals. 

* Jain University from Karnataka, last 
year's champions, finished third with 
16 gold, 10 silver, and 6 bronze 
medals. 

* A total of 131 out of 203 
participating universities took part in 
the Games. 

* The Games were hosted in four cities 
of Uttar Pradesh, namely Lucknow, 
Varanasi, Gorakhpur and 


e The Shooting competition of this 
championship concluded in Delhi. 


FIFA World Cup 2026 Official 
Brand Unveiled 

e The FIFA World Cup™ Trophy has 
been revealed as a prominent feature 
of the official brand for the FIFA 
World. 

e The FIFA World Cup™ is widely 
regarded as the most prestigious 

and recognised sporting symbol 
worldwide. 

e The FIFA World Cup 26 Official 
Brand was unveiled in Los Angeles 
(USA), during a special event. 


* During the launch, an additional 
highlight was the introduction of the 
WE ARE 26 campaign. 


e It aims to empower individuals, 
locations, and communities to actively 
contribute to the launch of the FIFA 
World Cup 26™ Official Brand. 


Adidas as New Kit 
Sponsor Named of 
Indian Cricket Team 


BCCI announced Adidas as the new kit 
sponsor of the Indian cricket team, 
replacing interim sponsor Kewal Kiran 
Clothing Limited n May 23, 2023. 
Adidas is a German multinational 
corporation best known for the design 
and manufacture of athletic footwear, 
apparel and equipment. 

It is the largest sportswear 
manufacturer globally. 


Mastercard Taken Over as 
ICC's Global Sponsor 

e Mastercard has reportedly taken over 
from BharatPe as the global sponsor of 
the International Cricket Council (ICC) 
on May 10, 2023. 

e Mastercard is a multinational 
financial services corporation based in 
the United States. 

e The ICC usually holds a three-year 
sponsorship, and BharatPe was the 
global sponsor from June 7, 2021, until 
the end of 2023. 

¢ This multi-year agreement will 
provide Mastercard with prominent 
on-screen and in-venue branding 
Opportunities. 
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e It includes such as having their logo 
displayed in 3D on the field and on 
LED advertising boards near the 
boundary rope. 


ICC Players of the Month 
(April 2023) 

e Pakistani cricketer Fakhar Zaman 
was named ICC Men’s Player of the 
Month for April 2023 on May 9, 2023. 
+ Thailand women’s cricket team 
captain Naruemol Chaiwai was named 
ICC Women’s Player of the Month for 
April, 2023. 

* Naruemol Chaiwai became the first 
player from Thailand to receive this 
prestigious award. 


New National Record 
Established in 5000-m Runs 

e Parul Chaudhary and Avinash Sable 
broke the national records in the 
women’s and men’s 5000-metre runs, 
respectively on May 7, 2023 in Los 
Angeles. 

e Avinash bettered his own national 
record by clocking 13:19.30, more than 
a six-second improvement from his 
previous time of 13:25:65. 

e However, the headlines were made 
by 28-year-old Parul, who broke the 
13-year-long record set al the 2010 
Asian Games in Guangzhou by Preeja 
Sreedharan. 

e Parul clocked 15:10:35 at the Sound 
Running Track Festival held in Los 
Angeles, while the previous best stood 
at 15:15.89. 


Odisha Extended Indian 
Hockey Team Sponsorship 
till 2033 

* The Odisha government has decided 
to further extend its sponsorship for 
both the Men and Women Indian 
Hockey Teams (senior and junior) for 
another 10 years from 2023 to 2033. 
* The decision in this regard was 
taken on May 5, 2023 at the Cabinet 
meeting chaired by Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik. 

* The Cabinet on the day approved 


15 different proposals submitted by 
various departments. 


* As Odisha has been the official 


Gautambuddh Nagar. sponsor of both the Men and Women 


National Hockey Teams since 2018. 
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Eoin Morgan 

* Former England captain Eoin 
Morgan announced his retirement 
from all forms of cricket on Feb. 13, 
2023. 

* He became the first captain to win 
the ODI World Cup for England 

in 2019. 

* Morgan has scored 2458 nuns 
playing a total of 115 T20 matches. 

e While playing 248 ODIs, he scored 
7701 runs. 

* Morgan captained England in 126 
ODIs and 72 T20Is, registering 118 
wis as Captain in both formats. 


Cristiano Ronaldo 

* Cristiano Ronaldo scored all of A] 
Nassr’s goals in a 4-0 rout of A] 
Wehda in the Saudi league as he 
Passed the 500-league goal mark in 
his club career on Feb. 10, 2023. 

* The 38-year-old Portuguese star 
now has 503 goals scored for five 
different teams stretched across five 
leagues. 

* Portuguese superstar scored 103 
goals for Manchester United, 311 for 
Real Madrid, 81 for Juventus, three 
for Sporting Lisbon. Now, he has five 
for Al Nassr as well. 


Dipa Karmakar 

* Gymnast Dipa Karmakar has been 
handed a 21-month ban for failing a 
dope test conducted by the 
International Testing Agency on 
February 4, 2023. 

* The ITA confirms that Dipa 
Karmakar has been suspended for 
21 months, effective until July 10, 
2023 after testing positive for 
higenamine. 

« The positive sample was collected 
on behalf of the FIG in the scope of 
an out-of-competition control on 
October 11, 2021. 


Murali Vijay 

e Indian cricket opener Murali Vijay 
on January 30, 2023 announced his 
retirement from all forms of 
international] cricket. 

e He last played for India in 
December 2018 during the Border- 
Gavaskar Test series against Australia. 
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e Murali appeared in 61 Tests, 

17 ODIs and 9 T20Is for India during 
his international career that began 
back in 2008. 

* He scored 3982 runs in Tests with 
12 centuries and 15 fifties, 339 runs in 
ODIs with a solitary half-century and 
169 runs in T201s. 


Geovanis Uwase 

* The Rwanda fast bowler, Geovanis 
Uwase has been suspended by ICC 
from bowling in international cricket 
with immediate effect on January 19, 
2023. 

* Uwasce has been suspended after her 
action was found illegal at Under-19 
Women’s T20 World Cup. 

e The decision was taken by the Event 
Panel, which comprises members of . 
the ICC Panel of Human Movement 
Specialists. 


Hashim Amla 

* Hashim Amla ended his 22-year 
playing career, with his legacy secure 
as one of South Africa’s all-time 


- cricketing greats on January 19, 2023. 


* He had an average in one-day 
internationals, hitting 27 centuries in 
18] matches and scoring 8113 runs 
at 49.46. 


e Amla’s 28 centuries in a 124-match 
Test career during which he scored 
9282 runs at an average of 46.64. 

e His remains record of South Africa’s 
only triple century in Test match 
cricket. 


Virat Kohli 

e Virat Kohli has recorded the first 
century by an Indian in 2023 against 
Sri Lanka in the first One-Day 
International at the Baraspara Cricket 
Stadium in Guwahati on January 10, 


2023. 
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* Kohli’s 45th ODI ton helped him 
equal Sachin Tendulkar’s record for 
most centuries at home in OD] Cricket 
» While Tendulkar had 20 centuries — 
in 160 innings at home, Kohli SMasheg 
his 20 ton in his 99th innings at home 


Suryakumar Yadav 

* Suryakumar Yadav has become the 
fastest player on January 8, 2023 to 
reach 1500 runs in T20 International 
cricket in terms of balls faced. 

* He took only 843 balls to reach this 
landmark. 

* However, he is the third-fastest batter 
to reach the 1500-run mark in terms of 
innings. In 45 matches and 43 innings, 
Suryakumar has scored 1578 runs at an 
average of 46.41. 

* He has three centuries and 

13 half-centuries in the format, with 
the best individual score of 117. 


Sania Mirza 

e Sania Mirza has announced her 
intention on January 7, 2023 to end her 
career in tennis at Dubai Tennis 
Championships 2023. 

* Dubai Tennis Championships, a 
Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) 
1000 event in Dubai in February 2023 
will be her last match. 

* Sania Mirza (36-year-old), the former 
doubles World No.1, has won six Grand 
Slam doubles titles. 

* Sania Mirza and Martina Hingis of 
Switzerland won 3 women’s doubles — 
Wimbledon 2015, the US Open 2015 
and the Australian Open 2016. 


M. Pranesh 

* M. Pranesh clinched the title in the 

Rilton Cup on January 6, 2023 in 
Stockholm, Sweden to become India’s 
79th chess Grandmaster (GM). 

* The 16-year-old Pranesh crossed the 
2500-rating threshold and became a 
GM, having completed his 3 norms 
before this cup. 

* To become a GM, a player has to 
secure 3 GM norms and cross the live 
rating of 2500 Elo points. 

* 19-year-old Koustav Chatterjee had 
recently become the country’s 78th 
Grandmaster during the National 
Senior Chess Championship. 
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ascot Launched for 
37th National Games 
, Goa’s Chief Minister Pramod Sawant 
jaunched ‘Moga’ at a launch ceremony 
held at Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee 
cyadium in Taleigao, Goa on June 18, 
3023. 
. Moga represents an Indian bison for 
the upcoming 37th National Games. 
. 37th edition of the national games of 
india will be held in various locations 
in the state of Goa. 
« It will feature competitions in a total 
of 43 disciplines. 


ICC Men’s Player of the Month 
(May 2023) Revealed 

« Harry Tector has been selected on 
June 12, 2023 as the ICC Men’s Player 
of the Month for May 2023. 

+ He marking Ireland’s first-ever 
recipient of the award. 

« The ICC Women’s Player of the 
Month for May 2023 has been 
awarded to Thipatcha Putthawong 
(Thailand). 

* She is a talented 19-year-old player. 


3rd Khelo India University 
Games Concluded 

e The third edition of the Khelo India 
University Games concluded at the 
IIT-BHU campus in Varanasi on 

June 3, 2023. 

* Punjab University emerged as the 
overall champions once again at this 
Games. 

* Punjab University concluded the 
Games with a total of 69 medals 

(26 gold, 17 silver, and 26 bronze). 

e Guru Nanak Dev University secured 
2nd places with 24 gold, 27 silver, and 
17 bronze medals. 

* Jain University from Karnataka, last 
year's champions, finished third with 
16 gold, 10 silver, and 6 bronze 
medals. 

* A total of 131 out of 203 
participating universities took part in 
the Games. 

* The Games were hosted in four cities 
of Uttar Pradesh, namely Lucknow, 
Varanasi, Gorakhpur and 
Gautambuddh Nagar. 
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FIFA World Cup 2026 Official 
Brand Unveiled 
* The FIFA World Cup™ 


Trophy has 
been revealed as 


: a prominent feature 
of the official brand for the FIFA 
World. 

* The FIFA World Cup™ is widely 
regarded as the most prestigious 

and recognised sporting symbol 
Worldwide. 

* The FIFA World Cup 26 Official 
Brand was unveiled in Los Angeles 
(USA), during a special event. 

* During the launch, an additional 
highlight was the introduction of the 
WE ARE 26 campaign. 

e It aims to empower individuals, 
locations, and communities to actively 
contribute to the launch of the FIFA 
World Cup 26™ Official Brand. 


Adidas as New Kit 
Sponsor Named of 
Indian Cricket Team 


BCCI announced Adidas as the new kit 
sponsor of the Indian cricket team, 
replacing interim sponsor Kewal Kiran 
Clothing Limited n May 23, 2023. 
Adidas is a German multinational 
corporation best known for the design 
and manufacture of athletic footwear, 
apparel and equipment. 


It is the largest sportswear 
manufacturer globally. 


Mastercard Taken Over as 
ICC’s Global Sponsor 

e Mastercard has reportedly taken over 
from BharatPe as the global sponsor of 
the International Cricket Council (ICC) 
on May 10, 2023. 

e Mastercard is a multinational 
financial services corporation based in 
the United States. 

e The ICC usually holds a three-year 
sponsorship, and BharatPe was the 
global sponsor from June 7, 2021, until 
the end of 2023. 

e This multi-year agreement will 
provide Mastercard with prominent 
on-screen and in-venue branding 
opportunities. 
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. It includes such as having their logo 
displayed in 3D on the field and on 


LED advertising boards near the 
boundary rope. 


ICC Players of the Month 
(April 2023) 


* Pakistani cricketer Fakhar Zaman 
was named ICC Men’s Player of the 
Month for April 2023 on May 9, 2023. 
* Thailand women’s cricket team 
captain Naruemol Chaiwai was named 
ICC Women’s Player of the Month for 
April, 2023. 

* Naruemol Chaiwai became the first 
player from Thailand to receive this 
prestigious award. 


New National Record 
Established in 5000-m Runs 

* Parul Chaudhary and Avinash Sable 
broke the national records in the 
women’s and men’s 5000-metre runs, 
respectively on May 7, 2023 in Los 
Angeles. 

e Avinash bettered his own national 
record by clocking 13:19.30, more than 
a six-second improvement from his 
previous time of 13:25:65. 

e However, the headlines were made 
by 28-year-old Parul, who broke the 
13-year-long record set at the 2010 
Asian Games in Guangzhou by Preeja 
Sreedharan. 

e Parul clocked 15:10:35 at the Sound 
Running Track Festival held in Los 
Angeles, while the previous best stood 
at 15:15.89. 


Odisha Extended Indian 
Hockey Team Sponsorship 
till 2033 

¢ The Odisha government has decided 
to further extend its sponsorship for 
both the Men and Women Indian 
Hockey Teams (senior and junior) for 
another 10 years from 2023 to 2033. 
* The decision in this regard was 
taken on May 5, 2023 at the Cabinet 
meeting chaired by Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik. 

e The Cabinet on the day approved 
15 different proposals submitted by 
various departments. 


+ As Odisha has been the official 
sponsor of both the Men and Women 
National Hockey Teams since 2018. 
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India became No. 1 Test Team 
in ICC Rankings 

e Rohit Sharma-led India surpass 
Australia to become the number one 
Test team in the latest rankings 
released by the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) on May 2, 2023, 

* Australia’s reign at the top of the 
men’s Test rankings comes to an end 
after 15 months with India going past 


the Aussies ahead of next month’s ICC 


World Test Championship final. 
* India currently sits at the top of the 


ladder with 121 points, with Australia 
in the second spot with 116 points, 


IOA Constituted Two-member 


Ad-hoc Committee 
* The Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) constituted a two- member 


ad-hoc committee on April 27, 2023, 
consisting of 


* Bhupendra Singh Bajwa, Member of 


the Executive Council of the IOA 


* Suma Shirur, a Sportsperson of 
Outstanding Merit from the IOA 


* Ahead of the Wrestling Federation of 


India (WFI) elections, the IOA will 


also appoint a retired high court judge 


to the ad-hoc committee for fair and 
transparent elections. 


¢ The WFI Ad-hoc Committee will be 


responsible for managing the affairs of 


the federation including the selection 
and participation of players in 
international events. 


Sharjah Cricket Ground 
Unveiled Sachin Tendulkar 
Stand 


e Sharjah Cricket Ground unveiled the 


Sachin Tendulkar stand at Sharjah 
Cricket Stadium on April 24, 2023. 


« Master Blasters 50th birthday became 
extra special as the ‘God of Cricket’ now 


has a stand named after him. 

e Sharjah Cricket Stadium has had a 
special place in Sachin’s career. 

e His record on this ground speaks 
about his talent in volumes. 

e Sachin has played 42 matches in 
UAE and scored 1778 runs 1n 

42 innings at an average of 48.05. 

e He has scored seven centuries and 
seven fifties here, with the best score 
of 143. 
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* It also includes Indi 


team captain Harmanpreet Kaur and 
Suryakumar Yadav of the men’s 
team. 


Wisden Cricketers 2022 List 
Released 

* Wisden Cricketers Almanack has 
released the list of lop-5 cricketers of 
the year 2022, 


a's Women’s 


* Apart from Kaur, the list also 
includes the names of Tom Blundell 
(New Zealand), Ben Foakes (England), 
Daryl Mitchell (New Zealand) and 
Matthew Potts (England), 


* Suryakumar Yadav has been selected 
as the T20 Cricketer of the Year. 

Harmanpreet Kaur created history by 
becoming the first Indian woman to be 


named in Wisden Cricketers of the 
Year. 


Five Indian Cricketers got 
MCC Life Membership 


* The prestigious Marylebone Cricket 
Club (MCC), based at cricket’s mecca 


Lord’s, on April 5, 2023 conferred its 
Honorary Life Membership to five 
Indian cricketers. 


sy, 


* Apart from Dhoni, Yuvraj Singh, 
Suresh Raina, Mithali Raj and 


Jhulan Goswami have been given this 


honour. 
* MCC CEO Guy Levander gave this 


membership to a total of 19 cricketers 
keeping in mind their contribution to 


international cricket. 


Chennai to Host Asian Hockey 


Men’‘s Championship after 
15 Years 

* After a gap of 15 years, Chennai is 
set to host the Asian Hockey Men’s 
Championship in August 2023. It is 
announced on April 11, 2023. 


e The men’s Asia Cup hockey 
championship in 2007 was the last 
international hockey event that 
happened in Chennai. 


et are re.) 


* The World Squash Federation 
had announced that the World 
team event which is making a 
comeback after 12 years with a ne 
format, would be held in Chennai, 
* MS Dhoni would be the brand 
ambassador for the ‘Tamil Nadu 
Champions Foundation’. 


Cup, a 


Khelo India Games 
Certificated with DigiLocker 
* Sports Authority of India has 
integrated Khelo India Games 
certificated with DigiLocker for the 
first time on April 8, 2023. 


* Athletes, support staff, technical 
officers, mission heads, competition 
managers, etc. can access their Khelo 
India certificates through the digital 
platform. 


* Athletes and other stakeholders will 
now be able to collect their certificates 
of qualification and participation from 
the Khelo India Youth Games 2022 in 
Madhya Pradesh. 

* It aims to ‘digitally empower’ 
citizens. 


FIFA Rankings 2023 Released 
e The FIFA released the latest 
rankings of international football 
teams on April 5, 2023. 

* Argentina topped the FIFA rankings 
for the first time in six years. 


* The top five teams in the FIFA 


rankings as of April 2023 are Argentina, 


France, Brazil, Belgium and England. 
¢ The FIFA has 211-member 
associations, making it one of the 


largest international organisations in 
the world. 


Peru Removed as Host of 
FIFA Under-17 World 

Cup 2023 

* The FIFA announced that it had 
withdrawn Peru’s hosting rights to the 
FIFA U-17 World Cup 2023 on April 4, 
2023. 


e The decision was made following 
extensive discussions between FIFA 
and the Peruvian Football Federation 
(FPF). 

* The decision was a major blow to 
Peru, which had been preparing fo! 
the event for several years. 
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-A U-17 World Cup is a 
‘al international football | 
ament organised by FIFA for 
under the age of 17. 


sor Youth Olympic Games 
wine yon 2024 Medal Design 


azilian artist Dante Akira Uwai 
f pr oi the Winter Youth Olympic 
nas ie Gangwon 2024 medal design 
~ mpetition on April 4, 2023. 
-after Six weeks and over 3000 
' pmissions to the International 
ol mpic Committee competition, Akira 
uwai’s creation ‘A Sparkling Future’ 
was chosen by a panel of judges. 
, Akira Uwai's victory means his 
design will feature on the medals for 
Gangwon 2024, which will be awarded 
in the Republic of Korea from 
January 19 to February 1 next year. 
. Art has always been integral to the 
27-year-old architect who was born in 
S40 paulo and brought up in Brasilia. 


Khelo India Games 

Certificated with DigiLocker 

« Sports Authority of India has 
integrated Khelo India Games 
certificated with DigiLocker for the 
first time on April 8, 2023. 

+ Athletes, support staff, technical 
officers, mission heads, competition 
managers, etc. can access their Khelo 
India certificates through the digital 
platform. 

* Athletes and other stakeholders will 
now be able to collect their certificates 
of qualification and participation from 
the Khelo India Youth Games 2022 in 
Madhya Pradesh. 

* It aims to ‘digitally empower’ 
citizens. 


FIFA Rankings 2023 

Released 

* The FIFA released the latest 
rankings of international football 
leams on April 5, 2023. 

* Argentina topped the FIFA rankings 
for the first time in six years. 

* The top five teams in the FIFA 
rankings as of April 2023 are — 
Argentina, France, Brazil, Belgium 
England. 


and 
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* After six weeks and over 3000 
submissions to the International 
Olympic Committee competition, Akira 
Uwai’s creation ‘A Sparkling Future’ 
was chosen by a panel of judges. 

* Akira Uwai’s victory means his 
design will feature on the medals for 
Gangwon 2024, which will be awarded 
in the Republic of Korea from 
January 19 to February | next year. 


œ Art has always been integral to 


the 27-year-old architect who was 
born in Sao Paulo and brought up 


in Brasilia. 


Five Indian Cricketers 
to get MCC Life 
Membership 


The prestigious Marylebone Cricket 
Club (MCC), based at cricket's mecca 
Lord’s, on April 5, 2023 conferred its 
Honorary Life Membership to five 
Indian cricketers. 

Apart from Dhoni, Yuvraj Singh, 
Suresh Raina, Mithali Raj and Jhulan 
Goswami have been given this 
honour. 

MCC CEO Guy Levander gave this 
membership to a total of 19 cricketers 
keeping in mind their contribution to 
international cricket. 


Peru Removed as Host of 
FIFA Under-17 World 
Cup 2023 


e FIFA announced that it had 
awn Peru’s hosting rights to the 


vithdr 
p 2023 on April 4, 


FIFA U-17 World Cu 


2023. 
e The decision was made following 
e discussions between FIFA 


extensiv 
otball Federation 


and the peruvian FO 
(FPF). 
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* The decision was a major blow to 
Peru, which had been preparing for 
the event for several years. 

* The FIFA U-17 World Cup is a 
biennial international football 
tournament organised by FIFA for 
players under the age of 17. 


Sri Lanka Failed to Qualify 
Directly to ICC Cricket World 
Cup 2023 

* Sri Lanka failed to qualify directly 
for the ICC ODI World Cup after defeat 
by New Zealand in Hamilton on 
March 31, 2023. 

* In the last match of the three-match 
ODI series, New Zealand won by 

6 wickets. 

+ A total of 10 teams will participate in 
the World Cup 2023, out of which a 
total of 7 teams have qualified so far. 

e Teams that qualified for the 
tournament are New Zealand, 
England, India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
Australia, Afghanistan and West 
Indies. 


Stadium Named after 
Hockey Star Rani Rampal 
in Raebareli 

ə Rani Rampal has achieved a 
significant milestone as the first 
woman in the sport to have a 
stadium named after her on March 21, 
2023. 

> The MCF Rae Bareli has renamed 
the hockey stadium to ‘Rani’s Girls 
Hockey Turf’ in her honor. 

* She is a prominent player on the 
Indian hockey team. 

e She is a recipient of the Major 
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna and the 
Padma Shri awards. 


Odisha CM Inaugurated Birsa 
Munda Hockey Stadium 

ə Odisha Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik inaugurated one of the largest 
hockey stadiums in India on March 11, 
2023 in Rourkela ahead of the Men’s 
Hockey World Cup 2023. 

e Built at an estimated cost of ? 261 
crore, the stadium, located in 
Sundargarh district, has been 
christened as Birsa Munda Hockey 
Stadium Complex. 
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* It has been built in 50 acres in a 
record 15 months-time with a sealing 
Capacity of 20,000 

* The State has also built a World Cup 
Village, which has 225 rooms to house 
the players and officials, within 

nine months 


NADA Banned 2 Indian 
Athletes 

* India’s triple jumper Aishwarya 
Babu and sprinter MV Jilna have been 
banned on March 3, 2023 by India’s 
National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) 
and Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU). 

* Aishwarya had tested positive for 
Ostarinewhich is a Selective Androgen 
Receptor Modulator (SRAM) during 
the National Inter State 
Championships in June 2022 in 
Chennai. 

* MV Jilna has been handed a ban of 
3 years by the AIU as she tested 
positive for pralmorellin, a growth 
hormone prohibited by the World 
Athletes Body. 

* WADA was established in 1999 as an 
international independent agency 
composed and funded by the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) and governments of the world. 


NADA and NCERT Tied-up to 
Strengthen Value-Based 
Sports Education 

e The National Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT) and the 
National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) 
signed an MoU on March 3, 2023. 

« Its aim to strengthen value-based 
sports education among school 
children and teachers. 

e The MoU will help in developing an 
accessible format on sports values and 
ethics in e-content. 

e NADA was established on 

November 24, 2005 as a registered 
society under the Societies Registration 
Act 1860 with a mandate for dope free 
sports in India. 


First Snow-Marathon 

in Jammu 

e Union Ministry of Tourism in . 
association with Real Sports India in 
collaboration with local 
administration, Amazing Bhaderwah 
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Tourism Association (ABTA) organised 
Snow- Marathon at Bhaderwah 
(Jammu) on February 26, 2023. 
* The first ever Grand Snow-Marathon 
event was organised to mark the 
completion of 

* 75 years of India's Independence 

* G20 India Presidency 

* Dekho Apna Desh 

* Youth Tourism Club 

* Fit India Movement 
* Its objective is to inculcate the spirit 
of sportsmanship for thrilling sports 
like snow marathons among travellers 


and adventure enthusiasts across the 
country, 


Adidas to become Team 
India’s New Kit Sponsors 

* As per media reports on February 22, 
2023, Adidas will be replacing Killer 
Jeans as a new kit sponsor for Team 
India. 


* The new sponsorship will take place 
from June 2023. 

* The report states that the global 
sports brand will sign a long-term 
five-year deal. with BCCI. 

e With this deal, now the brand logo 


will be visible on the jersey of the 
players. 


India’s First Brothers became 
Grandmasters 

e Indian chess player Vignesh NR 
became the 80th Grandmaster of India 
on February 20, 2023. 

¢ After winning the 24th NordWest 
Cup 2023 at Bad Zwischenahn in 
Germany and defeating German IM 
Ilja Schneider, Vignesh became the 
80th Grandmaster of India. 

e Vignesh’s elder brother Visakh NR 
had become India’s 59th GM in 2019. 
e Thus, Visakh and Vignesh become 
India’s first brothers who are 
Grandmasters. 


FIFA Confirmed US, Canada, 
Mexico Automatically in 
World Cup 2026 

e The US men’s national team, along 
with Mexico and Canada, will 
automatically qualify for the 2026 
FIFA World Cup on February 15, 
2023. 


Current Affairs | 


e The three countries won the rj 
host the World Cup in a united 
American bid. 


Bht ty 
North 


* FIFA historically has given host 
nations the right to play in the World 
Cup without qualified tournaments, 
though this is the first time FIFA h 
to set aside 3 host bids. The 
tournament is set to expand from 
32 teams to 48 in 2026. 


ad 


Khelo India Youth Games 
2022 

* The fifth edition of the Khelo India 
Youth Games were hosted in Madhya 
Pradesh from January 31, 2023 to 
February 11, 2023. 


e It was organised in eight different 
cities of the state (Bhopal, Indore, 
Jabalpur, Gwalior, Ujjain, Maheshwar, 
Mandla and Balaghat). 

¢ Maharashtra topped the medal tally by 
winning 161 medals including 56 gold. 
* While Haryana stood second with 
128 medals including 41 gold. Host 
Madhya Pradesh finished third with 
96 medals including 39 gold. 


Saudi Arabia to Host 
Football’s Asian Cup 2027 

e The Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) announced that the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia (KSA) won the hosting 
of the 2027 Asian Nations Cup on 
Feb. 3, 2023. 

e This will be the first time in its 
history the tournament will be staged 
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, since 
its inception in 1956. 

e The decision was taken during the 


33rd AFC Congress held at Manama 
in Bahrain. 


BCCl’s New Selection Criteria 
for Indian Players 

* The Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) announced on January |, 
2023 that the Dexa bone density test 
will be mandatory for Indian players t0 
be selected for the national team. 

* The Yo-Yo Test will also return as 
part of the team’s preparation for the 
2023 ODI World Cup. 
* This comes after a year of injuries !! 
the Indian team, which saw them fa 
to reach the final of both the Asia CUP 
and the T20 World Cup. 
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NATIONAL 
Gandhi Peace Prize 2021 


* The Gandhi Peace Prize for 2021 will 
be conferred on Gita Press, Gorakhpur. 
* The decision to confer the award on 
Gita Press was taken by a jury headed 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
June 18, 2023. 

* It is awarded in recognition of its 
Outstanding contribution towards 
social, economic and political 
transformation through non-violent 
and other Gandhian methods. 
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e Established in 1923, Gita Press is 
one of the world’s largest publishers, 
having published 41.7 crore books in 
14 languages, including 16.21 crore 
Shrimad Bhagvad Gita. 


4th National Water Awards 
Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar 
nferred upon the 4th National Water 


° 
CO 
AW 
< The Jal Shakti Ministry had 
announced a total of 41 winners, 
covering 11 categories, including joint 


winners, for the fourth National Water 


Awards, 2022. 


ards in New Delhi on June 17, 2023. 


& 
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» Each award winner was conferred 
with a citation, a trophy, as well as 
cash prizes. 

» Madhya Pradesh was awarded the 
first prize in the best state Category. 


> In the best district category, the 


award was given to Ganjam District of 
Odisha. 

ə The best Village Panchayat award 
was presented to Jagannadhapuram 
Village Panchayat, Bhadradri 
Kothagudem district of Telangana. 


57th Jnanpith Award 

e Damodar Mauzo has received the 
57th Jnanpith Award on May 28, 2023. 
ə He is a Goan short story writer, 
novelist, critic, and scriptwriter in 
Konkani. 

e Mauzo is the second Goan to receive 
the award, after Ravindra Kelekar in 
2008. l 

e Mauzo’s 25 books have been 
published in Konkani and one in 
English. 

« Mauzo’s famous noyel ‘Karmelin’ 
received the Sahitya Akademi Award 
in 1983. 

e Jnanpith Award is a India’s highest 
literary honour. 


IIFA Awards 2023 
e The 23rd season of the International 
Indian Film Academy Awards 
announced on May 27, 2023. 


¢ The current edition of the 
International Indian Film Academy 


Awards celebrates the best movies of 
20272. 
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Major Winners 


Category 
Best Film 
Best Director 


Best Actor in a 
Leading Role 
(Female) 


Best Actor in a 
Leading Role (Male) 


Best Actor in a 
Supporting Role 
(Female) 


Best Actor in a 
Supporting Role 
(Male) 


Outstanding 
Achievement for 
Fashion in Cinema 


Outstanding 
Achievement in 
Indian Cinema 


Outstanding 
Achievement in 
Regional Cinema _ 
Best Playback Singer 
(Female) 


Best Playback Singer j 
(Male) 


Se) 


Best Music Direction . 


Best Lyricist | 


ont A One-Shiva) 


Best Editing 


One-Shiva) 


Winner 
Drishyam 2 


R. Madhavan (Rocketry 
: The Nambi Effect) 


Alia Bhatt (Gangubai 
Kathiawadi) 


Hrithik Roshan (Vikram 
Vedha) 


Mouni Roy (Brahmastra 
: Part One-Shiva) 


Anil Kapoor (Jugg Jugg 


Jeeyo) 


Manish Malhotra 


Kamal Haasan 


= Marathi fiim Ve 


(Director : Riteish 
Deshmukh) 


‘Shreya Ghoshal (Rasiya; 


Brahmastra : Part 


Arijit Singh (Kesariya; 


Brahmastra : Part 


_Part One-Shiva) 


Amitabh Bhattacharya _ 


(Kesariya; Brahmastra : 


Drishyam 2 


Skoch SILVER Award 2023 


* The Department 
Husbandry and Fis 


of Animal 
heries, Chandigarh 


got Skoch SILVER Award 2023 on 


May 25, 2023. 
e This department 


awarded for 


eGovernance for computerisation of 
medical records of livestock being 
treated by the department. 


e This is the first of its kind project in 


the country. 
e This web-based a 


pplication software 


caters to five Government Veterinary 


Hospitals and nine 


Veterinary Sub 


centres of the Animal Husbandry 
Department, Chandigarh. 


Sagar Shreshta Award 2023 
e Cochin Port has been awarded the 
prestigious Sagar Shreshta award for 
the year 2023 by the Ministry of 
Shipping on May 12, 2023. 
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e Cochin Porthas awarded in 
recognition of its outstanding 
performance in the maritime sector. 
e This award is given to Indian ports 
for achieving excellence in various 
categories, including efficiency, 
productivity, and environmental 
sustainability. 


Bharat Ratna Dr. Ambedkar 


Award 2023 

e CM of Uttar Pradesh Yogi 
Adityanath was conferred with the 
Bharat Ratna Dr. Ambedkar Award 
for creating a ‘fear-free Uttar 
Pradesh’. 


e The award ceremony was organised 
at Shanmukhananda Auditorium in 
Mumbai. 

e Member of the UP legislative 
council Lalji Prasad Nirmal received 
the award on behalf of Yogi 
Adityanath. 

* Buddhanjali Research Foundation 
organised the award ceremony which 
was graced by Ramnath Kovind as 
the chief guest. 


e Bharat Ratna Dr. Ambedkar award 
was the 13th edition of the award. 


Gallantry Awards 2023 

¢ President Draupadi Murmu 
presented 8 Kirti Chakras and 

29 Shaurya Chakras to personnel of 
the Armed Forces, Central Armed 
Police Forces, and State/Union 
Territory Police. 

¢ Five of the Kirti Chakras and five of 
the Shaurya Chakras were awarded 
posthumously in New Delhi on 
May 9, 2023. 

e President is the Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces. 


« The gallantry awards were 
presented to individuals who 
demonstrated outstanding bravery, 
unwavering courage, and exceptional 
devotion to their duties. 


e 
ee 
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68th Filmfare Awards 2023 

e The 68th edition of the Hyundai 
Filmfare Awards took place at the Jig 
World Conventional Centre in Mumba; 
on April 29, 2023. 
* This year’s ceremony was CO-hosteg 
by Salman Khan, Ayushmann 
Khurrana, and Maniesh Paul, Markin 
Salman Khan’s first time as a host fo, 
the event. 


Major Winners 


—— 


Winner 

Gangubai Kathiawadj 

Rajkummar Rao . 
| (Badhaai Do) 

Alia Bhatt 

(Gangubai Kathiawadi) 


Sanjay Leela Bhansali 
(Gangubai Kathiawadi 


Category 
Best Film 
Best Actor (Male) 


Best Actor (Female) 
Best Director 


Best Actorina Anil Kapoor 
Supporting Role (Jug Jugg Jeeyo) 
Best Actor in a Sheeba Chaddha 
Supporting Role (Badhaai Do) 
(Female) nena S 
Lifetime Achievement Prem Chopra 

Award 

Best Lyrics Amitabh Bhattacharya 


(Kesariya; Brahmastra : 
Part One - Shiva) _ 


Best Playback Singer Arijit Singh (Kesariya;, 


(Male) Brahmastra : Part One - 
Best Playback Singer Kavita Seth (Rangisari; 
(Female) Jug Jugg Jeeyo) 

Best Actor in a Anil Kapoor 
Supporting Role (Jug Jugg Jeeyo) 
(Male) — 

Best Actor ina Sheeba Chaddha 


Supporting Role (Badhaai Do) 


(Female) 


Best Music Album Pritam (Branmastra : 


_Part One - Shiva) 


National Award for Real Estate 
* The National Real Estate Award was 
presented to the Rajasthan Housing 
Board by the Central government 
agency NAREDCO on April 26, 2023. 
* NAREDCO means National Real 
Estate Development Council. The 
Rajasthan Housing Board was honored with 
the award for registering the 
* maximum number of housing 
projects in the country under RERA 
* selling the maximum number of 
houses , 
+ doing excellent work in the field o! 
real estate 


2023 
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Rajasthan Housing Board has 
necome the biggest organisation to 
e è 

gister 101 project RERA numbers. 
regl 


Global Gold Award 2023 

, power Grid Corporation of India 
Limited (PGCIL) has been conferred 
with the Global Gold Award by The 
Green Organisation on April 26, 2023. 
. PGCIL is a Maharatna CPSU of the 
Ministry of Power, Government of India. 
. The award was given on April 25 at 
the Green World Awards 2023 
ceremony held in Miami (USA). 

« The award has been given to 
POWERGRID for improving agricultural 
productivity and rural livelihoods 
through watershed management, . 
community participation and better 
crop Management practices in 

10 villages of Jayapatna block of 
Kalahandi district in Odisha. 


TAL Lifetime 

Achievement Award 

« Breast surgeon Dr. Raghu Ram 
Pillarisetti was presented with the 
Lifetime Achievement Award by the 
Telugu Association of London on 
April 24, 2023. 

« Dr. Raghu Ram is the founder and 
director of AKIMS-Ushalakshmi 
Center for Breast Disease, located in 
Hyderabad. 

* Dr. Raghu Ram is one of the few 
persons to have received this 
prestigious award. . 

e He is also the only Indian living 
outside the UK to have been given this 
honour. 


49th India Gem & 

Jewellery Awards 

e Union Minister of Commerce and 
Industry Piyush Goyal attended the 
49th edition of India Gem & Jewellery 
Awards in Mumbai on April 23, 2023. 
* Organised by the Gem and Jewellery 
Export Promotion Council (GJEPC), 
the event felicitates top exporters from 
the sector. 

* The Union Minister felicitated 28 top 
exporters and facilitators during the 
award ceremony. 

* The Gem and Jewellery Export 
Promotion Council (GJEPC) was 
set-up by the Ministry of Commerce, 
Government of India in 1966. 
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PM’s Award for Excellence 

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
conferred an award for excellence in 
public administration to PM Gati 
Shakti National Master Plan (NMP) 
initiative on April 23, 2023. 

¢ The award was presented to the 
Department for Promotion of Internal 
Trade (DPIIT). 

* Award presented in the category 
‘Innovation-Central’ for the successful 
implementation of the prestigious ‘PM 
Gatishakti National Master Plan’ 
programme. | 

* This Award has been instituted to 
recognise the extraordinary and 
innovative work done by districts and 
organisations of the Central and State 
governments for public welfare. 


Femina Miss India 2023 


19-year-old Nandini Gupta has won the 
prestigious Femina Miss India 2023 
crown on April 18, 2023. Femina Miss 
India 2022 Sini Sadanand Shetty 
crowned Nandini Gupta: Sini Sadanand 
was the winner of Femina Miss India 
World 2022. The first runner-up was 
Shreya Poonja from Delhi and the 
second runner-up was Thounaojam 
Strela Luwang from Manipur. 


The event featured dazzling 
performances by Kartik Aaryan, 
Ananya Panday and was hosted by 
Manish Paul and Bhumi Pednaker. 


Nandini will represent India at the 
71st Miss World pageant, which will 
take place in the United Arab 
Emirates. 


Lata Deenanath Mangeshkar 
Puraskar 

e Asha Bhosle, the renowned singer, 
honoured with the Lata Deenanath 
Mangeshkar award on April 19, 2023. 
e Award was established by the 
Mangeshkar family and trust in 
memory of Lata Mangeshkar. 


Other Another Awardees 
e Veteran ghazal singer Pankaj Udhas 
~ Master Deenanath Mangeshkar 
Puraskar for contribution to Indian 
MUSİC; 
« Gauri Theaters of Prashant Damle 
fan foundation for Best Drama of the 
Year (Niyam Va Ati Lagu); 
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* Sadguru Seva Sangh Trust for 
yeoman Social Service; 


e Granthali Prakashan with the 
Vagvilasini Puraskar for contribution 
to literature; 


e Actor-director Prasad Oak with the 
Vishesh Puraskar for contribution to 
cinema and and drama; and 


* Actor Vidya Balan with the Vishesh 
Puraskar for contribution to cinema. 


Santokba Humanitarian 
Award 


* The prestigious Santokba 
Humanitarian Award was presented to 
Sonam Wangchuk on April 18, 2023. 


* He is a notable engineer, innovator, 
educationist, sustainable development 
reformist, and founder-director of the 
Students’ Educational and Cultural 
Movement of Ladakh (SECMOL). 


e The award carries a cash prize of z 1 
crore and has been instituted in the 
memory of Late Santokba Dholakia, 
mother of SRK and SRKKF founder 


President Govind Dholakia. 


Pravasi Bharatiya Samman 

e FedEx CEO Raj Subramaniam 
received the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman 
Award, India’s highest civilian honour 
for persons of Indian origin and the 
diaspora on April 18, 2023. 

e Due to travel restrictions, 
Subramaniam was presented the 
award by India’s ambassador to the 
US, Taranjit Singh Sandhu, at a 
ceremony held at India House. 


e Pravasi Bhartiya Samman is an 


-award given by the government of 


India to persons of Indian origin and 
diaspora who have made significant 
contributions in their respective fields. 


National Panchayat Awards 
* The President of India presented the 
National Panchayat Awards on 
April 17, 2023 and inaugurated the 
National Conference on Incentivisation 
of Panchayats in New Delhi. 
° The Awardee Panchayats under various 
categories of National Panchayat 
Awards-2023 namely, 
* Deen Dayal Upadhyay Panchayat 
Satat Vikas Puraskar for the 
performance under individual LSDG 
themes. 
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» Nanaji Deshmukh Sarvottam 
Panchayat Satat Vikas Puraskar 
(NDSPSVP) for the aggregate 
performance under all 9 LSDG themes 
and green initiative-related Special 
Categories. 
* Gram Urja Swaraj Vishesh Panchayat 
Puraskar. 
e Carbon Neutral Vishesh Panchayat 
Puraskar. 
¢ The award was given to the 
best-performing Panchayats by 
assessing their performance in the 
attainment of SDGs. 
e These annual awards were first 
instituted in 2011. 


Malcolm Adiseshiah 

Award 2023 

* Economist Utsa Patnaik was 
selected for the 2023 Malcolm 
Adiseshiah Award on April 17, 2023. 

* The award is given every year by the 
Malcolm and Elizabeth Adiseshia 
Trust. 

* Prestigious National Award is 
conferred on nominations received by 
outstanding social scientists selected 
by a jury specially constituted for the 
purpose. 

* The previous winner of the prize was 
Indian economist Prabhat Patnaik, 
who won it in 2022. 


Maharashtra Bhushan Award 
« Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
presented the ‘Maharashtra Bhushan’ 
award for the year 2022 to 
Dr. Appasaheb Dharmadhikari at 
Raigarh (Maharashtra) on April 16, 
2023. 
« Appasaheb Dharmadhikari is a 
famous social reformer. 

In view of his work, Appasaheb was 
also honored with Padma Shri. 


‘Business Leader of the 
Decade’ Award 
e Aditya Birla Group Chairman Kumar 


Mangalam Birla was honoured with 
the ‘Business Leader of the Decade 


Award’ on April 14, 2023. 

o Award ceremony held at the 13th 
Management India Awards ceremony 
organised by the All India 
Management Association (AIMA). 
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The award was presented to himin 


recognition of his contribution lo 
Indian industry, especially in 
strengthening the operations of the 
Aditya Birla Group. | 
* The award was also presented to his 


leadership over the last ten years. 


Best Production/Process 
Development Award 

© Bharat Biotech was awarded the 
Best Production/Process Development 
award as a part of the Vaccine 
Industry Excellence (ViE) awards on 
April 7, 2023. 

» Award ceremony held at the World 
Vaccine Congress 2023 in Washington 
(USA) from April 3-6, 2023. 

* Bharat Biotech is known for 
developing the world’s first intranasal 
Covid-19 vaccine, iNcovacc, and its 
intramuscular vaccine, Covaxin. 

è It is used in India’s public 
vaccination programme and has also 
been exported. 


Young Urologist of the Year | 


Award 2023 
¢ Dr. Nitya Abraham has been honored 
with the Young Urologist of the Year 
Award by the American Urological 
Association (AUA) on April 5, 2023. 


« She is an Indian-American physician 
and professor. 

+ The award committee described her 
as a prolific researcher with clinical 
research on the impact of social 
determinants of pelvic floor health. 


Best Production/Process 
Development Award 

Bharat Biotech was awarded the 
Best Production/ Process Development 
award as a part of the Vaccine 
Industry Excellence (ViE) awards on 
April 7, 2023. 
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. Award ceremony held at the World 
Vaccine Congress 2023 in Washington 
(USA) from April 3-6, 2023. 

Bharat Biotech is known for 
developing the world’s first intranasa) 
Covid-19 vaccine, INCovacc, and its 
intramuscular vaccine, Covaxin, 

e Itis used in India’s public vaccina- tion 
programme and has also been exported 


Wildlife Conservation 
Award 2023 


e The J & K Administration has 
awarded wildlife conservationist Aliya 
Mir for her exceptional efforts in 
conservation on March 26, 2023. 

e Aliya is the first woman from 
Jammu and Kashmir to work for 
Wildlife SOS and is the first woman in 
the region to receive this honour. 

* She received the award from Lt. 
Manoj Sinha at the World Forestry 
Day celebrations hosted by the Jammu 
and Kashmir Collective Forests. 


Forbes India Leadership 
Awards 2023 


e Isha Ambani has won the ‘Gennext 
Entrepreneur’ award at Forbes India 
Leadership Awards 2023 at the 
ceremony held on March 24, 2023. 

e She is the chairperson of Reliance 
Industries’ retail unit, Reliance Retail. 
a The other big names include CK 
Venkataraman, managing director of 
Titan Company, who was felicitated 
with the ‘CEO of the Year’ award. 


Sangita Kalanidhi Award 2023 
s The Music Academy has announced 
on March 19, 2023 that Sangita 
Kalanidhi award for 2023 will be 
presented to Bombay Jayashri, a 
Padma Shri awardee and renowned 
Carnatic vocalist. » 5 

» According to the Academy’s press 
release, Jayashri is considered as one 
of the leading Carnatic musicians of 
the present time. 

* Sangita Kalanidhi award is 
considered the highest award in the 
field of Carnatic music. 

* Carnatic music is commonly 
associated with southern India 
including the states of Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, 
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu, but also 
practised in Sri Lanka. 
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pM yishwakarma 

Kaushal Samman 

, prime Minister Narendra Modi 
„ddresses the post-budget webinar on 
PM vishwakarma Kaushal Samman 
(PM VIKAS)’ on March 11, 2023. 

_ pM Vishwakarma Kaushal Samman 
scheme has been announced for 
aditional artisans and craftsmen in 
the budget 2023-24. 

, The objective of the scheme is to 
improve the quality and accessibility of 
artisans/craftsmen by integrating them 
with domestic and global value chains 
of their products/services. 


Saraswati Samman 2022 

« Tamil writer Sivasankari will be 
awarded the Saraswati Samman 2022 
for her 2019 memoir ‘Surya Vamsam’ 
on March 15, 2023. 

e It is announced by the KK Birla 
Foundation. Sivasankari’s literary 
career spans over five decades. 

e She is the author of 36 novels, 

48 novellas, 150 short stories, 

15 travelogues, 7 collections of essays 
and 3 biographies, including one on 
former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 


Vyas Samman 2022 

* Pagalkhana, a 2018 satirical novel by 
renowned Hindi author Dr. Gyan 
Chaturvedi, has been chosen for the 
32nd Vyas Samman on March 11, 2023. 
* Dr. Chaturvedi’s Pagalkhana (mental 
hospital) was chosen for the 
prestigious Vyas Samman by a 
selection committee led by 
distinguished author Prof. Ramji 
Tiwari. 

* In 2015, Dr. Chaturvedi was given 
the Padma Shri, India’s fourth-highest 
Civilian honour. 


Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda 
Prabandhan Puraskar 

* The Prime Minister presented 

awards to the winners of the Subhash 
Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan 
Puraskar in the event of NPDRR on 
March 10, 2023. 


* The winners of the 2023 award are 
Odisha State Disaster Management 


Authority and Lunglei Fire Station of 
Mizoram, 
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< Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda 


~Prabandhan Puraskar is an Indian 


National Award for disaster 
Management those who served selfless 
service for the country. 


Women Icons Leading 
Swacchata (WINS) 

Awards 2023 

« Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 
announced the ‘Women Icons Leading 
Swachhata’ (WINS) Awards 2023 on 
March 9, 2023, on the eve ol 
International Women’s Day. 

e It aims is to recognise celebrate 
and disseminate inspiring and 
exemplary initiatives in urban 
sanitation and waste management by 
women led organisations and 
individual women. 

e States & Cities will publicise details 
of WINS Awards 2023 via their 
website, portals, and social media. 


National Photography 
Awards ` 


Photojournalist Sipra Das has been 
honoured with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award on March 7, 2023. 
Six photographers each were 
conferred in the category of Award for 
Professional Photographers and 
Award for Amateur Photographers. 
The Photo Division confers these 
Awards every year to promote various 
facets of the country such as art, 
culture, heritage, history and tradition 
through the medium of photography. 
It aims is to encourage professional 
and amateur photographers across 
the country. 


Swachh Sujal Shakti 
Samman 2023 

e The ‘Swachh Sujal Shakti Samman 
2023’, organised by the Ministry of Jal 
Shakti to honour the women 
champions of rural water and 
sanitation sector on March 7, 2023. 

« It was graced by the President 
Droupadi Murmu. 

e Award is to highlight and 
acknowledge the leadership and 
contribution of women at the 
grassroots level in the journey of 
creating a ‘Swachh Sujal Bharav’. 


Sportstar ACES Award 2023 

* Indian Men's and Women’s Hockey 
team’s goalkeeper PR Sreejesh and 
Savita won Sportstar ACES 2023 
award on February 27, 2023 in at the 
Taj Mahal Palace (Mumbai). 

Legendary footballer Shyam Thapa 
was conferred the 2023 Sportstar Aces 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Thapa had a memorable debut to his 
professional career when he scored a 
hat-trick for East Bengal against 
Rajasthan Football Club in the 
Calcutta League in 1966. 
> In July 2022, Thapa was conferred 
the Mohun Bagan Ratna, the club’s 
highest honour. 


Sangeet Natak Akademi 
Fellowships and Awards 2019, 
2022 & 2021 


> President Droupadi Murmu 
presented the Sangeet Natak 
Akademi’s Fellowships and Sangeet 
Natak Akademi Awards on February 22, 
2023 for the years 2019, 2020 and 
2021. 


* Eight eminent personalities were 
given Sangeet Natak Akademi 
Fellowships in the field of performing 
arts while 128 artists from the field of 
music, dance, theatre, traditional, folk 
and puppetry were awarded with 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards. 

e The Akademi’s Fellowship (Akademi 
Ratna) carries of z 300000 and 
Akademi Awards carry of z 100000. 

* The award also carries a Tamrapatra 
and Angavastram. 


Sansad Ratna Award 2023 

e Prime Minister congratulated 
Members of Parliament on 

February 21, 2023, who conferred the 
Sansad Ratna Awards 2023. 

> A total of thirteen Members of 
Parliament and two Parliamentary 
Committees have been honoured with 
this award. 


Sansad Ratna from Lok Sabha 
* Bidyut Baran Mahato 
(BJP, Jharkhand) 


* Dr. Sukanta Majumdar 

(BJP, West Bengal) 

e Kuldeep Rai Sharma 

(INC, Andaman Nicobar Islands) 
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* Dr. Heena Vijayakumar Gavit 
(BJP, Maharashtra) 

* Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury 
(INC, West Bengal) 

* Gopal Chinayya Shetty 

(BJP, Maharashtra) 

* Sudhir Gupta 

(BJP, Madhya Pradesh) 


* Dr. Amol Ramsing Kolhe 
(NCP, Maharashtra) 


Sansad Ratna from Rajya Sabha 
* Dr. John Brittas (CPI-M, Kerala) 
* Dr. Manoj Kumar Jha (RJD, Bihar) 


* Fauzia Tahseen Ahme 


d Khan (NCP, 
Maharashtra) 


* Vishambhar Prasad Nishad 
(Samajwadi Party, UP) 


* Chhaya Verma (INC, Chhattisgarh) 


Dadasaheb Phalke 


International Film Festival 
Awards 2023 
The Dadasaheb Phalke International 


Film Festiva] Awards 2023 was held on 
February 20, 2023 in Mumbai. 


List of Winners 

Category Winner 
Best Fim ~The Kashmir Files 
Film of the Year A ae 
Best Actor Ranbir Kapoor 

(Brahmastra Part 
te = One : Shiva) ioe 
Best Actress Alia Bhatt 

(Gangubhai 

_ Kathiawadi) 

Critics Best Actor Varun Dhawan 

(Bhediya) 


Critics Best Actress | Vidya Balan (Jalsa) | 
Best Director R. Balki (Chup) 
Best Cinematographer PS Vinod 


(Vikram Vedha): 
Most Promising Actor Rishab Shetty 
(Kantara) 
Best Actor In A Manish Paul 
Supporting Role (Jugjugg Jeeyo) 
Best Playback Singer Sachet Tandon 
(Male) (Maiyya Mainu — 
Jersey) 
i i an (Meri 
layback Singer Neeti Mohan ( | 
Feeds | Jaan - Gangubhai 
l Khatiawadi) 
Best Web Series Rudra : The Edge 


of Darkness (Hindi) 


Anupam Kher (The 
Kashmir Files) 


Most Versatile Actor 


o : 
Television Series of The Anupama 


Year 
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Category Winner 


Best Actor in a Television 
Series 


Zain Imam for | 
Fanaa (Ishq Mein 
Marjawaan) 

Best Actress in a TV 


Tejasswi Prakash 
Series 


(Naagin) 
Outstanding Contribution Rekha 
in the Film Industry 


Outstanding Contribution Hariharan 
In The Music Industry 


Ustad Bismillah Khan 
Yuva Puraskar 

* The Union Minister for Culture, 
Tourism and DoNER G. Kishan Reddy 
presented the Ustad Bismillah Khan 
Yuva Puraskar (UBKYP) 2019, 2020 
and 2021 on February 17, 2023. 


e Award presented at Meghdoot 


Theatre Complex, Rabindra Bhavan 
(New Delhi) 


e The award is presented by Sangeet 


Natak Akademi to artists in the field of 


dance, music, and drama. 


* It is presented annually to artists 
below the age of 40. 


e The awards were presented by the 


Union Minister of Culture and Tourism. 


Jeevan Raksha Padak Awards 


* Hon'ble President of Indi 
Murmu conferred Jeey 
Padak Awards to RPF/ 
in New Delhi on January 30, 2023, 

* Awardees of Jeevan Raksha Padak 
awards are Head Constable Jaipal 
Singh (Railway), Constable Surendra 
Kumar (Railway) and Constable 
Bhuda Ram Saini (RPSF), 

* Jeevan Raksha Pad 
awards are giy 
meritorious 
person, 


an Raksha 


ak series of 
act in saving the life of a 


* The award is given in three 
categories namely Sarvottam Jeevan 
Raksha Padak, Uttam Jeevan Raksha 
Padak and Jeevan Raksha Padak. 


a Draupadi 


RPSF personnel 


en to an individual fora 


KLF Book Awards 2022 

* The Kalinga Literary Festival (KLF) 
has announced the KLF Book Awards 
2022 in various categories on Feb. 2, 
2023, including Non-fiction, Fiction, 
Poetry, Hindi among others. 

e Some selected for the 2022 KLF Book 
Awards 


* Sanjeev Sanyal’s “Revolutionaries - 
The Other Story of How India Won its 
Freedom” 


* Kailash Satyarthi’s “Tum Pehle Kyon 
Nahi Aaye”, Hindol Sengupta’s “Sing, 
Dance 


* Pray : The Inspirational Story of Srila 


Prabhupada Founder-Acharya of 
ISKCON” 


e Ranjit Hoskote’s “Hunchprose”, 
Pravin Kumar's “Amar Desva”, Akshaya 


- Mukul’s “Writer, Rebel, Soldier, Lover : 
The Many Lives of Agyeya” 


National Media Award 2023 


* The Election Commission of India 
conferred National Media Award to 
News Services Division of All India 

Radio on January 25, 2023. 


* The award will be given for carrying 
out the outstanding campaign for voter 
awareness and education in the country. 
* It was given in the electronic media 


category for the 2022 on the occasion 
of the 13th National Voter. 


Pradhan Mantr 
Puraskar 2023 


* President Droupadi Murmu has 
conferred upon Pradhan Mantri 
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 
in New Delhi. 


* This year, 11 children have been 
Selected for the Pradhan Mantri 
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar from Which, 


* 4 are from Art and Culture field 
* l for Bravery 


i Rashtriya Bal 


ata ceremony 


announced the 


5 On the eve of Republic 
Day January 25, 2023. 
* Of the total 106 Padma Awards 


announced, 6 are Padma Vibhushan 


9 are Padma Bhushan and 91 are 
Padma Shri. 


* Nineteen of the awardees are women 
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Padma Vibhushan Winners 
g Field 
Architecture 


person 
galkrishna Doshi 
posthumous, Gujarat) 


sakit Hussain (Maharashtra) Arn 

ail Krishna (Karnataka) Public Affairs 
pili Mahalanabis Medicine 
(Posthumous, West Bengal) 

crinivas Varadhan (United Science & 
States of America) Engineering 


Mulayam Singh Yadav 


Public Affairs 
(Posthumous, Uttar Pradesh) 


Padma Bhushan Winners 


Person 


Field 
SL Bhyrappa (Karnataka) Literature & 
Education 
Kumar Mangalam Birla Trade & 
(Maharashtra) Industry 
Deepak Dhar (Maharashtra) Science & 
Engineering 
Vani Jairam (Tamil Nadu) At 
Swami Chinna Jeeyar Others— 
(Telangana) Spiritualism 
Suman Kalyanpur Art l 
(Maharashtra) ae 
Kapil Kapoor (Delhi) Literature & 
Education 
Sudha Murty (Karnataka) Social Work 
Kamlesh D. Patel (Telangana) Others - 
n „Spiritualism 


Indian Achievers Award 2022 
* R. Vishnu Prasad has been conferred 
with the most prestigious scientific 
honour Indian Achievers Award on 
January 24, 2023 for the year 2022. 

* Award given by Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur 
at Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi. 

* The award is given for outstanding 
contributions in various fields 


| Including culture, science, sports and 
Innovation. 


OO 
ee 


* Vishnu Prasad, who has contributed 
to smart cities, solid waste 
Management, large scale water 
treatment, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, 
Was selected by a jury headed by 
Justice Gyan Sudha Mishra. 


National Startup Awards 2022 
* Union Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal felicitates 
National Startup Awards 2022 winners 
on January 16, 2023. 

* Startup India Innovation week 
Culminated with the felicitation of 
National Start-up Awards 2022 
Winners on National Start-up Day. 
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e At the event, 41 Startups, two 
incubators, and one accelerator were 
recognised as winners. 


Digital India Awards 
2023 


President of India, Droupadi Murmu 
presented the awards to the winners 
of Digital India Awards on January 7, 
2023. 

This year, the awards were given out 
in several categories, with Platinum, 
Gold, and Silver awards being given to 
the winning teams, 
e-NAM, e-Vivechna App (MP), Mine 
Mitra (UP), Smart Cities Mission, 
DUARE SARKAR (West Bengal) and 
ICEGATE Portal won Platinum award. 
Digital India Awards (DIA) recognises 
unique digital projects evolved by 
government bodies at various levels. 


This is the seventh edition of the 
Digital India Awards. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Highest Honour in 
Scotland 


* King Charles III appointed Queen 
Camilla to the Most Ancient and Most 
Noble Order of the Thistle, the highest 
order of chivalry in Scotland on 

June 17, 2023. 

e The order honours 16 Knights for 
their contributions to the country. 


e The King has the power to choose 
who becomes a member. Members 
wear green robes and black hats with 
white ostrich feathers for ceremonial 
duties. 


45th European Essay Prize 

e Writer Arundhati Roy has been 
awarded the 45th European Essay 
Prize for lifetime achievement. 

* The Charles Veillon Foundation has 
announced it on June 16, 2023. 

* She has been honoured for the 
French translation of her compilation 
of essays titled ‘Azadi’ (2021). 

* Roy will receive the award along 
with the prize money of CHF 20000 
(approximately ? 18 lakh) on 
September 12, 2023 in Switzerland’s 
Lausanne. 


i ee. 
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‘Governor of the Year’ 
Award 


* Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
Governor Shaktikanta Das was named 
‘Governor of the Year’ at the Central 
Banking Awards in London on 

June 15, 2023. 


* The Central Banking Awards 2023 


announced the winners at the end of 
March 2023. 


The National Bank of Ukraine 


received the title of Central Bank of 
the Year. 


International Green Apple 
Awards 


* 5 buildings and structures from 
Telangana have been selected for the 


‘International Green Apple Awards on 
June 14, 2023. 


e Award given for Beautiful Buildings’ 
in the Urban and Real Estate Sector 
category. 

* These awards are presented by ‘The 
Green Organisation’, an independent 


non-profit organisation based in 
London. 


Michel Batisse Award 2023 

* Jagdish S. Bakan has won the 
UNESCO Michel Batisse Award 2023 
on June 14, 2023. 

° He was awarded for biosphere 
reserve Management. 


* He received the award from 
UNESCO in Paris. 


e The 2017-batch officer of the Indian 
Forest Service is currently the director 
of the Gulf of Mannar Biosphere 
Reserve. 


Iqbal Masih Award 2023 


* Chennai-based advocate and activist 
Lalitha Natarajan won the 2023 Iqbal 
Masih Award on June 13, 2023. 


* She was awarded for the Eradication 


of Child Labor presented by the US 
Department of Labor. 


e Lalitha Natarajan is known for her 
leadership in combating exploitative 
child labor in southern India. 

* This award is an annual 
non-monetary award established by 
the US Congress in 2008. 
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4th Annual Health for All Film 
Festival Award 

e The 4th Annual Health for All Film 
Festival held at the WHO headquarters 
in Geneva on June 11, 2023. 


e A documentary of India titled ‘When 
Climate Change Turns Violent’ has 
won a special prize in the ‘Health for 
All’ category. 

e The documentary has been directed 
by Vandita Saharia of Rajasthan. 


* She was the only Indian among the 
winners. 


List of Films Awarded 
—— 


Winner 
UHC Grand Prix Jonathan's Miracle 
Feet 


Health Emergencies 
Grand Prix 

Better Health and 
Well-being Grand Prix 


Nurses facing COVID/ 
Na Lihna de Frente 
One in 36 Million : 
Story of Childhood 
Lead Poisoning in ` 
Bangladesh 

When Climate Change 
Turns Violent 


Special Prize Climate 
Change and Health 
Film 

Special Prize Sexual 
and Reproductive 
Health and Rights Film 
Student Film Prize 


Vulvo and Dynia | 


Gasping for Life i 


Special Prize Very Mirrors 

Short Film ee 
RSL Christopher Bland 

Prize 2023 


e Actor-author Paterson Joseph has 
won the RSL Christopher Bland Prize 
2023 on June 10, 2023. 

* Joseph has won for his debut novel 
‘The Secret Diaries of Charles Ignatius 
Sancho’. 

e This is the 5th year of this award. 


e Paterson D. Joseph is an English actor 
and author born in London, England. 
e The Prize was launched in 2018 in 
memory of British Politician Sir 
Christopher Bland. 

e New Zealand's Highest Honours 

e Former PM Jacinda Ardern received 
one of New Zealand’s highest honours 
on June 5, 2023. 

e Ardern honoured for her service 
leading the country through a mass 
shooting and coronavirus pandemic. 

e Ardern received the Dame Grand 
Companionship, as part of the King 
Charles Birthday Honours. 
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* In New Zealand, royal honorees are 
typically chosen twice a year by the 
Prime Minister. 


Highest Civilian Honour 

of Suriname 

* Suriname awarded President 
Draupadi Murmu its highest civilian 
honour on June 5, 2023. 


e She awarded by the Grand Order of 
the Chain of Yellow Star. 


* It making her the first Indian to 
receive the award. 


* The award presented by 
Chandrikaprasad Santokhi, President 
of the Republic of Suriname. 


Cannes Film Festival 2023 
Awards 


* Cannes Film Festival 2023 awardee’s 
list announced on May. 27, 2023. It is 
76th annual celebration of cinema. 


* French director Justine Triet became 
the third female director to win the 
Cannes Film Festival’s Palme d’Or for 
her film Anatomy of a Fall. 


Major Winners 
Category Winner —t—t 
Palme D'Or Anatomie D'Une Chute 
(Anatomy of a Fall) directed 
by Justine Triet 
Grand Prix The Zone of Interest directed 


by Jonathan Glazer 


Best Director Tran Anh Hung for LA 
Passion De Dodin Bouffant 


(The Pot-Au-Feu) 


Jury Prize Kuolleet Lehdet (Fallen 
Leaves) directed by Aki 
Kaurismaki 

Best SakmotoYuji for Baibutsu 

Screenplay (Monster) 

Best Merve Dizdar for Kuru Otlar 

Performance Ustune (About Dry Grasses) 


by an Actress 


Best 
Performance 
by an Actor 


Koji Yakusho for Perfect Days 


International Booker Prize 
2023 


e Bulgarian author Georgi Gospodinoy 
won the 2023 International Booker 
Prize for his novel ‘Time Shelter’ on 
May 25, 2023. 


* The novel was translated into 
English by Angela Rodel and is the 
first Bulgarian novel to win the 
International Booker Prize. 

* ‘Time Shelter’ is a captivating and 
remarkable literary work that explores 
themes of time, identity and the 
human experience. 


Dag Hammarskjold Medal 

* India’s Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations, Ambassador 
Ruchira Kamboj, received the Dag 
Hammarksjold Medals on May 24, 2023. 
s He received the medal on behalf of 
Head Constables Shishupal Singh and 
Sanwala Ram Vishnoi. 

¢ They lost their lives while serving 
under the UN flag last year in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

$+ Shaber Taher Ali was also 
posthumously awarded the Dag 
Hammarskjold Medal. 

$ He employed in a civilian capacity 
with the UN Assistance Mission for 
Iraq (UNAMI). 

* The Dag Hammarksjold Medal is the 
highest honor awarded to UN 
peacekeepers. 


Companion of the Order of Fiji 
+ Prime Minister Narendra Modi was 
conferred with the highest honor by 
Fiji and Papua New Guinea on May 21, 
2023. 

e PM Modi was awarded ‘The 
Companion of the Order of Fiji’ by his 
Fijian counterpart Sitweni Rabuka for 
his global leadership, a rare honor for 3 
non-Fijian. 

* PM Modi was honored with the 
island nation’s highest civilian award 
during his visit to Papua New Guinea 
to attend the 3rd India-Pacific Islands 
Cooperation (FIPIC) summit. 


Palauan Tool ‘Ebakl’ 
Honour Award | 
e Prime Minister Narendra Modi W® 


„V on 
honoured with Palauan tool ‘Ebakl ¢ 
May 22, 2023. 
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was gifted to him by President 
' rangel $- Whipps, Jr. of the Republic 
p palau. 
"the vo counterparts met on the 
“gelines of the II Summit of the 
orm for India Pacific Islands 
cooperation (FIPIC). 


chakl holds important significance 
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ji ruan ) 
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commonwealth Short Story 
prize 2023 


. South African writer Hana Gammon 
emerges Winner of the Commonwealth 
short Story Prize 2023, Africa region 
an May 19, 2023. 

+ The Commonwealth Short Story 
Prize is awarded for the best piece of 
unpublished short fiction globally. 

+ World's most global literature prize 
showcases 28 writers from 19 countries 
and highlights the ‘beat and pulse’ of 
contemporary storytelling. 

« 28 outstanding stories was 

shortlisted by an international judging 
panel for the world’s most global 
literature prize. 


Laureus World Sports 
Awards 2023 


* Lionel Messi was honored with the 
Laureus Sportsman of the Year award 
at a ceremony held in Paris on May 8, 
2023. 

* He led Argentina to victory in the 
2022 World Cup as their captain. 

* Messi also became the first athlete to 
scoop both the World Sportsman of 
the Year Award and the World Team of 
the Year Award in the same year. 


List of Winners 


Category Winner 
Worid Sponsman of the Lione! Messi 
Year 

World Sportswoman of the Shelly-Ann 
Yea Fraser-Pryce 


Argentina Men's 
Football Team 


World Breakthrough of the Carios Alcaraz 


Worid Comeback of the Christian Enksen 


“orld Sportsperson of the — Cathenne 
Year with a Disability Dedrunner 
“orid Action Sportsperson Eileen Gu 
O! the Year 

-aureus Sport for Good TeamUp 


Currane Affatne 21.26... 9KRYO9 


Pulitzer Prizes 2023 


* The 2023 Pulitzer Prize winners were 
announced on May 8, 2023, with four 
of the 16 awards for journalism across 
15 categories. The Pulitzers are 
regarded as the highest honour that a 


US-based journalist or organisation 
can receive. 


Books, Drama & Music 
Category 


Winner 
Fiction ‘Demon Copperhead’ by 
Barbara Kingsolver (Harper) 
Fiction ‘Trust’ by Hernan Diaz 
(Riverhead Books) 
Drama ‘English’ by Sanaz Toossi _ 
History ‘Freedom's Dominion : A Saga 
of White Resistance to Federal 
Power’ by Jefferson Cowie 
l l (Basic Books) E 
Biography ‘G-Man : J. Edgar Hoover and 
the Making of the American 
Century’ by Beverly Gage 
Wiking) 
Memoir or ‘Stay True’ by Hua Hsu 
Autobiography (Doubleday) g 
Poetry ‘Then the War : And Selected 
Poems, 2007-2020’ by Cari 
Phillips (Farrar, Straus and 
i Giroux) E 
General ‘His Name Is George Floyd : 
Nonfiction One Man's Life and the 
Struggle for Racial Justice’ by 
Robert Samuels and Toluse 
Olorunnipa (Viking) (Moved by 
the Board from the Biography 
Category.) 
Music ‘Omar’ by Rhiannon Giddens 
and Michael Abels 
Journalism 
Category Winner 
Public Service Associated Press, for the 


work of Mstyslav Chernov, 
Evgeniy Maloletka, Vasilisa 


Stepanenko and Lori 
Hinnant 
Breaking News Staff of the Los Angeles 
Reporting Times 
Investigative Staff of The Wali Street 
Reporting Journal 
Explanatory Caitlin Dickerson of The 
Reporting Atlantic 
Local Reporting Anna Wolfe of Mississippi 
Today, Ridgeland, Miss 
National Caroline Kitcnener of The 
Reporting Washington Post 
international Staff of The New York 
Reporting Times 


Eli Sasiow of The 
Wasnington Post 


Kyle Whitmire of AL_com 
Birmingham 


Feature Wnting 


Commentary 


= AWARDS & HONOURS 


Category 
Criticism 


Winner 


Andrea Long Chu of New 
fork magazine 

Editorial Writing Nancy Ancrum, Amy 
Driscoll, Luisa Yanez 
Isadora Range! and Lauren 
Costantino of the Miami 
Herald 


Breaking News Phot 


otograpny Staff of 
Photography Associated Press 
Feature Christina House of the Los 
Photography Angeles Times 


UN Press Freedom 
Prize 2023 


The United Nations announced on 
May 2, 2023 that its premier prize for 
press freedom has been awarded to 
three imprisoned Iranian female 
journalists. 


They have awarded ‘for their 
commitment to truth and 
accountability’. 


Award winners include Niloufer 
Hamidi, Elaheh Mohammadi and 
Nargis Mohammadi. 


The award is formally presented by 
UNESCO on the occasion of World 
Press Freedom Day. 


Leipzig Book Prize 2023 


e Maria Stepanova, a renowned 
Russian writer currently residing in 
Berlin, has been awarded the Leipzig 
Book Prize on April 28, 2023 for 
European Understanding in 2023. 

* Her novel, In Memory of Memory, 
which delves into the themes of 
Stalinism and the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, earned her a nomination 
for the Booker Prize in 2021. 

* However, it was her volume of 
poetry, Girls Without Clothes, that 
earned her the prestigious Leipzig 
Book Prize. 

e The prize ceremony was held at the 
opening of the 30th Leipzig Book Fair. 


Britain’s Honorary MBE Award 
* Dr. MN Nandakumara has been 
awarded an honorary MBE by King 
Charles II. 

e He is a renowned Sanskrit scholar 
and Executive Director of the Bharativa 
Vidya Bhavan centre in London. 

* The UK Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Office (FCDO) has 
confirmed the award. 


ET 


e Dr. MN Nandakumara, who is 
originally from Mattur village in 
Karnataka, has been associated with 
the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan centre in 
London for 46 years. 


Immigrant Achievement 
Award 

* Indian-American citizen Neeli 
Bendapudi (59) was conferred with 
the prestigious ‘Immigrant 
Achievement Award 2023’ on April 28, 
2023. 

* Neel awarded for her contribution in 
the field of higher education in the US. 
* The award is given each year to an 
individual or organisation for their 
commitment and dedication to 
American heritage. 


Goldman Environmental 
Prize 2023 

* Alessandra Korap, who is an 
Amazon indigenous woman, won the 
Goldman environmental prize for 2023 
on April 25, 2023. 

* The Prize recognises individuals who 
even take risks to protect and enhance 
the natural environment through 
sustained and significant efforts. 

* The award was instituted in 1989 by 
the Goldman Environmental 
Foundation. 

* Alessandra Korap was born in an 
Indigenous village located in the 
Amazon rainforest in Brazil. 


Order of Australia 

* Ratan Tata has been awarded with 
the highest civil honour of Australia, 
Order of Australia (AO), on April 22, 
2023. 

* He has been awarded for his 
longstanding commitment to 
Indo-Australian ties specifically in the 
areas of trade, investment, and 
philanthropy. 

e Australia’s High Commissioner to 
India Barry O'Farrell conferred the 
honour on Ratan Tata, the titan of biz, 
industry and philanthropy. 


World Press Photo Award 2023 
e Associated Press photographer 
Evgeniy Maloletka has won the World 
Press Photo of the Year award on 

April 21, 2023. 
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e Award given for his harrowing . 
image of emergency workers carrying a 
pregnant woman through the . 
shattered grounds of a maternity 
hospital in the Ukrainian city of 
Mariupol. 

* He captured scene of workers 
rushing Iryna Kalinina, injured and 
pregnant, in the Ukrainian city of 
Mariupol. 

* A maternity hospital that was 
damaged during a Russian airstrike on 
March 9, 2022. . 

* Iryna’s baby, named Miron after the 
word for ‘peace’, was stillborn. 

* Iryna died half an hourJater. She 
was 33. 


Order of Merit Award of 
Germany 

* German President Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier awarded the Order of Merit 
to former German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel at the Bellevue presidential 
palace in Berlin on April 17, 2023. 


\ 
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* Merkel, who led Europe’s biggest 
economy from 2005 to 2021, was 
presented with the special class Grand 
Cross by President, 

* She received Germany’s highest 
honour, despite facing continued 
criticism of her legacy since leaving 
office, especially over her policy 
towards Moscow, 


ICC Player of the 

Month (March 2023) 

* Shakib Al Hasan and Henriette 
Ishimwe won the ICC Men’s and 
Women’s Player of the Month awards 
for March 2023 on April 13, 2023, 

* Shakib Al Hasan won the ICC Men’‘s 
Player of the Month award for the 
second time and first win in July 2021. 
* 19-year-old Rwandan Henriette 
Ishimwe won the ICC Women’s Player 
of the Month award. 


 _-_ 


ə Award won for her performances in 
the Nigerian Women’s T20] 
tournament and the ICC Under-19 
World Cup in South Africa. 


Order of the White Eagle 

* Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelensky was awarded the Order of the 
White Eagle, Poland’s highest award 
on April 6, 2023. 

* The award was given to him for his 
exceptional services to protect security, 
resilience and human rights, 

* The Order of the White Eagle is a 
prestigious and highly regarded 
decoration of the Republic of Poland, 
awarded for outstanding civil and 
military contributions to the country. 
* It is considered the oldest and 
highest decoration in Poland, 

whose history dates back to the 

14th century. 


‘Chevalier’ of France 

* Kiran Nadar was conferred - 
‘Chevalier de la Lgion d’Honneur’ 
(Knight of the Legion of Honour) by 
French Ambassador to India 
Emmanuel Lenain on April 4, 2023. 

e The highest French civilian award 
comes in recognition of Nadar’s 
outstanding contribution to the field of 
art and her leading role in fostering 
Indo-French cultural ties. 

e Nadar and a trustee of the Shiv 
Nadar Foundation has played a vital 
role in advancing Indo-French cultural 
ties and artistic cooperation. 

e Philanthropist and art collector, 
Nadar is chairperson of the Kiran 
Nadar Museum of Art (KNMA). 


International Prize in 
Statistics 2023 

* Kalyampudi Radhakrishna Rao, an 
Indian-American statistician won the 
2023 International Prize in Statistics 
on April 8, 2023. 

e Rao will be honoured with the 
award at the International Statistical 
Institute’s World Statistics Congress in 
Oltawa (Canada) in July 2023. 

* The prize will be awarded for Rao’s 
ground-breaking Paper, ‘The 
Information and Accuracy Obtained in 
the Estimation of Statistical 
Parameters’, published in 1945. 
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ae d equivalent to the Nobel 


is considere mia 

prize in Statistics. 
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' „ards throughout his carcer, 

P jnding the Padma Bhushan in 1968 
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order of the White Eagle 

» Ukraine's President Volodymyt 
zelensky was awarded the Order of the 
white Eagle, Poland's highest award 
on April 6, 2023 

» The award was given to him for his 
exceptional services to protect secunty, 
resilience and human rights. 

» The Order of the White Eagle is a 
prestigious and highly regarded 
decoration of the Republic of Poland, 
awarded for outstanding civil and 
military contributions to the country. 

+ It is considered the oldest and 
highest decoration in Poland, whose 
history dates back to the 14th century. 


Young Urologist of the Year 
Award 2023 

* Dr. Nitya Abraham has been 
honored with the Young Urologist of 


| the Year Award by the American 


Urological Association (AUA) on 

April 5, 2023. 

* She is an Indian-American physician 
and professor. 

* The award committee described her 
as a prolific researcher with clinical 
research on the impact of social 
determinants of pelvic floor health. 


‘Chevalier’ of France 

* Kiran Nadar was conferred 
‘Chevalier de la Lgion d'Honneur’ 
(Knight of the Legion of Honour) by 
French Ambassador to India 
Emmanuel Lenain on April 4, 2023. 

* The highest French civilian award 
comes in recognition of Nadar’s’ 
outstanding contribution to the field of 
art and her leading role in fostering 
Indo-French cultural ties. 

* Nadar and a trustee of the Shiv 
Nadar Foundation has played a vital 
role in advancing Indo-French cultural 
ties and artistic cooperation. 


* Philanthropist and art collector, 
Nadar is chairperson of the Kiran 
Nadar Museum of Art (KNMA). 
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SAARC Literature Award 2023 
e The Foundation of SAARC Writers 
and Literature (FOSWAL) has conferred 
‘Special Literary Award’ to Bangladesh’s 
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 


* Award given for his trilogy of books, 
which includes The Unfinished 
Memoirs, The Prison Diaries, and the 
New China 1952. 


* SAARC Literary Award is an annual 
award conferred by the Foundation of 
SAARC Writers and Literature 
(FOSWAL) since 2001. 


Abel Prize 2023 


Luis Caffarelli of Argentina has been 
awarded the 2023 Abel Prize on 
March 24, 2023. 


The 74-year-old Caffarelli has been 
awarded the prize for his 
contributions to the field of nonlinear 
partial equations and free-boundary 
problems in mathematics. 


Caffarelli was born and raised in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, making him 
the first Abel Prize laureate from 
South America. 


Awarded in 2003, the Abel prize 
‘recognises pioneering scientific 
achievements in mathematics’. 


CMJ Spirit of Cricket Award 


e Nepalese Wicketkeeper-batsman 


Aasif Sheikh has been declared the 
winner of the 2022 Christopher 
Martin-Jenkins Spirit of Cricket Award 
on March 20, 2023. 

e Sheikh was awarded for his 
sportsmanship shown in the men’s 
T20 International between Nepal and 
Ireland in February 2022. 

* The Award is presented every year by 
the Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC), 
UK in conjunction with the BBC. 

* This Award was created in 2013 by 
MCC and the BBC in memory of 
former MCC President and BBC Test 
Match Special commentator 
Christopher Martin-Jenkins (CMJ). 


Oscars 2023 

At the 95th Academy Awards 
ceremony, India’s ‘Naatu Naatu’ song 
from SS Rajamouli’s film RRR created 
history by becoming the first Indian 


film to win the Oscar for Best 
Original Song on March 13, 2023. 


Other Major Winners List 


Category 
Best Picture 


Winner 

Everything Everywhere 
All At Once 

Michelle Yeoh 
(Everything Everywhere 
All at Once) 


Best Actress 


Best Actor Brendan Fraser 


(The Whale) 

Daniel Kwan and 
Daniel Schienert 
(Everything Everywhere 


Best Director 


All at Once) 
Best Original Everything Everywhere 
Screenplay All at Once (Danie! 


Kwan and Daniel 
Schienert) 
Best Visual Effects Avatar : The Way of 
Water 
Best Animated 
Feature Film 
Best Actress in a 
Supporting Role 


Guillermo del Toro's 
‘Pinocchio’ 

Jamie Lee Curtis in 
‘Everything Everywhere 
All at Once’ 

Ke Huy Quan in 
‘Everything Everywhere 
All at Once’ 

‘Navainy’ by Daniel 
Roher, Odessa Rae, 
Diane Becker, Melanie 
Miller and Shane Boris 


‘An Irish Goodbye’ by 


Best Actor in a 
Supporting Role 


‘Best Documentary 
Feature Film 


Best Live Action — 


Short Film Tom Berkeley and 
Best Cinematography ‘All Quiet on the 


Western Front’ by 
James Friend 


All Quiet on the 
Western Front 
(Germany) 


The Boy, the Mole, the 
Fox, and the Horse 


Best | nternational 
Feature Film 


Best Animated 


Pritzker Prize 2023 

e British architect Sir David 
Chipperfield has won the 2023 Pritzker 
Architecture Prize on March 9, 2023. 
* He is a civic architect and urban 
planner with an extensive work plan 
of projects built across 3 continents. 
* David Chipperfield is the 52nd 
winner of the award, established in 
1979. 

* The 45th Pritzker Prize ceremony 
honoring David Chipperfield will be 
held in Athens, Greece in May 2023. 
* Pritzker Architecture Prize is the 
highest international honor for 
architects. 
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PEN/Nabokov Lifetime 
Achievement Award 2023 

e Chhattisgarh’s senior writer and 
eminent Hindi litterateur Vinod 
Kumar Shukla was awarded the 
prestigious PEN/Nabokov Award for 
2023 on March 6, 2023. 

He was awarded for achievement in 
international literature at a function 
organised by PEN America in New York. 
* Shukla, a Hindi story writer, novelist 
and poet, is the first Indian-Asian 
origin writer to be conferred with this 
highest honour. 


BBC Indian Sportswoman of 
the Year Award 

* Tokyo Olympic Games silver- 
medallist weightlifter Mirabai Chanu 
has bagged the 2022 ‘BBC Indian 
Sportswoman of The Year’ award after 
a public vote on March 5, 2023. 

* Table tennis player Bhavina Patel won 
the ‘BBC Para Sportswoman of the Year’ 
award, a category introduced this year. 
* Boxer Nitu Ghanghas was chosen as 
the ‘BBC Emerging Player of the Year’. 
* Former captain of the Indian 
women’s hockey team Pritam Siwach 
was conferred with the ‘BBC Lifetime 
Achievement Award’ for her 
contribution to Indian sports. 


Porter Prize 2023 

* The Union Health Ministry has been 
awarded the Porter Prize 2023 for 
successfully combating the COVID-19 
crisis on March 3, 2023. 

* The prize was announced at ‘The 
India Dialog’, organised by Institute 
for Competitiveness (IFC) and US Asia 
Technology Management Center 
(USATMC) at Stanford University. 

+ The theme of the two-day 
conference was “The Indian Economy 
2023 : Innovation, Competitiveness 
and Social Progress”. 

e The award is named after American 
citizen Michael E. Porter — economist, 
researcher, author, consultant, speaker 
and teacher. 


HCA Film Awards 2023 

e RRR has bagged three big awards on 
February 25, 2023 at the Hollywood 
Critics Association (HCA) Film 
Awards 2023. 


e Directed by SS Rajamouli, the film 
has been given the HCA Film Award 
for Best Action Film, Best Stunts, Best 
International Film and Best Song for 


the song Natu Natu. 


» Ram Charan also presented the 
award at the Hollywood Critics 
Association Awards 2023. He was the 
only Indian actor in the list of 


presenters. 


e RRR’s film song ‘Natu Natu’ made a 
record by winning the Grammy Award. 


FIFA Awards 2022 


e Argentina's Lionel Messi has 
bagged the Best FIFA men’s player 


prize for 2022 on February 28, 2023. 


* It is the second time that Messi has 
won the honour inaugurated by FIFA 
in 2016. 


Winners List 


Category | 


The Best FIFA Men's Player 


2022. 


The Best FIFA Womens 


Player 2022 


tana ince 


Coach 2022 


The Best FIFA Women's 


Coach 2022 


The Best FIFA Men's 


Goalkeeper 2022 


The Best FIFA Women's 


Goalkeeper 2022 


FIFA Puskas Award for the 
Most spectacular Goal in 


2022 


FIFA Fan Award 2022 


(England) 


aterm 
(PSG/Argentina) 


Alexia Putellas | 


_{Barcelona/Spain) 


Lionel Scaloni 
(Argentina) 


Sarina Wiegman | 


Emiliano Martinez 
(Aston Villa/ 
Argentina) 

Mary Earps 
(England/ 
Manchester 
United) 


Marcin Oleksy 
(POL/Warta 
Poznan) 


Argentinian tans 


FIFA Fair Play Award 2022 Luka Lochoshvili | 


International Mother 


Language Award 


* Dr. Mahendra Kumar Mishra 
received the World Mother Language 
Award from Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina on February 21, 2023. 


Current Affairs 


e He is an Indian educator and Socia] 
worker for the advancement of 
indigenous languages in Odisha. 

* Dr. Mishra has worked over three 
decades on the language, culture ang 
education of the marginalised 
languages of Odisha. 

* February 21 is celebrated as the 
International Mother Language Day, as 
declared by the United Nations in 2009, 


BAFTA Awards 2023 

* The 76th British Academy Film 
Awards, BAFTA (the British Academy 
of Film and Television Arts) Awards, 
were announced on February 19, 2023. 


* BAFTA Awards held in London’s 
Royal Festival Hall. 


* ‘The Banshees of Inisherin’ and 
‘Elvis’ both movies won four BAFTA 
awards. 


+ Some BAFTA 2023 Winners List are 


Category Winner 
Best Fim All Quiet on the 
Western Front 

Cate Blanchett (Tar) 
Austin Butler (Elvis) 
Edward Berger (All 


Quiet on the Western 
Front) 


Best Cinematography All Quiet on the 
Western Front 

All Quiet on The 
Western Front 

Kerry Condon (The 
Banshees of Inisherin) 


Barry Keoghan (The 
Banshees of Inisherin) 


Leading Actor 
Best Director 


Film Not in the 
English Language 


Supporting Actress 


‘Supporting Actor 


UNESCO Peace Prize 


e Former German chancellor Angela 
Merkel was awarded the UNESCO 
peace prize on February 9, 2023. 

* The former German leader received 
the UN prize for her choice 
the refugees into German t 
back in 2015. 

*» The occasion took Place in 
Yamoussoukro, the Capital of the Ivory 
Coast, where the chancellor received 


the ‘Felix Houphout-Boj ny 
Peace Prize’. Sny UNESCO 


to accept 
erritory 


Grammy Awards 2023 


¢ The most Prestigious 


organised on Feb, 5, 2 
Angeles. 
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icc Annual Awards 2023 

. Indian batsman Suryakumar Yadav 
has been selected as the ICC T20 
cricketer of the Year for the year 2022 
ç stellar performance on 


for hi 
January 24, 2023: 

Award Winners for 2022 
Award/Category Person ooo 
Sir Garfield Sobers Babar Azam 
Trophy (Pakistan) | a 
Rachael Heyhoe Flint Nat Sciver (England) 
Trophy 
Men's Test Cricketer of Ben Stokes 
tne Year (England) 

Men's ODI Cricketer of Babar Azam 
the Year 

Women's ODI Cricketer Nat Sciver 
of the Year 


Suryakumar Yadav 
(India) 

Tahlia McGrath 
(Australia) 


Men's T20 International 
Cricketer of the Year 
Women's T20 
International Cricketer of 
the Year 

Marco Jansen 
(South Africa) 
Renuka Singh (India) 


Men's Emerging 

Cricketer of the Year 
Women's Emerging 
Cricketer of the Year 


Men's Associate 
Cricketer of the Year 


Women's Associate 
Cricketer of the Year 


David Shepherd Trophy 


Gerhard Erasmus 
(Namibia) 
Esha Oza (India) 


Richard Illingworth 
(England) 
Spirit of Cricket Award Aasif Sheikh (Nepal) 


Golden Book Awards 2023 


, As ee rd 
* Asia's most prestigious book awa 


‘Golden Book Awards’ announced 
winners 2023 on February 4, 2023. 

* Wings Publication has announced A 
the winners of the Golden Book Awar 
2023, a highly-acclaimed recogmno® 
Programme honoring exceptional 
Authors. 
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* The Jury to awards was Dr. Kailash 
Pinjani (President Indian Authors 
Association), Dr. Deepak Parbat 
(Founder of Superfast Author) & 
Murali Sundaram (Founder of TLC). 
* The winners include Ashneer 
Grover, Jeff Kinney, JK Rowling, 
Gaur Gopal Das, Ruskin Bond, | 
Namita Thapar, Kamlesh Patel, Geeta 
Piramal among others. 


Critics’ Choice Awards 2023 

e SS Rajamouli’s RRR took home two 
awards at the 28th Annual Critics’ 
Choice Award held on January 15, 
2023 in Los Angeles. 


e RRR an Indian film directed by SS 
Rajamouli and featuring Jr. NTR and 
Ram Charan in lead roles. The film 
won the award for best feature film in 
a foreign language and the best song. 


Some Critics Choice Movie 


Awards 
a aca Sern 
Best Foreign Pachinko 


Language Series 
Lifetime 
Achievement 
Award | 


Jeff Bridges 


Everything Everywhere 
Allat Once 
Daniel Kwan and Daniel 
Scheinert (Everything 
Everywhere All at Once) 
Brendan Fraser 


Best Director men 


Some Critics Choice Super Award 


= 7 a PE es ERE 


Language FilM nnn 
Naatu Naatu (RRR) 


Best Song 
Best Score Hildur Gudnadóttir (Tár) 
Best Drama Sẹries Better Call Saul 


Miss Universe 2022 

e The 71st Miss Universe pageant was 
held in the city of New Orleans in the 
US state of Louisiana on January 15, 
2023. America’s R’ Bonnie Gabriel won 
the Miss Universe 2022 title at the 
71st Miss Universe pageant. 

© Amanda Dudamel of Venezuela was 
declared the first runner up while 
Anderina Martinez of Dominican 
Republic became the second runner-up. 
e The pageant saw 84 women from 
around the world compete for the 
crown. Divita Rai took part from 
India, who could only reach the 
semi-finals. 


UN Medal 

* Indian peacekeepers serving in the 
United Nations Mission in South Sudan 
(UNMISS) were awarded the 
prestigious United Nations Medal on 
January 12, 2023. 

» At a special award ceremony in Upper 
Nile, 1171 peacekeepers from India 
deployed with the UNMISS were 
awarded the UN Medal for their 
exemplary service. 

-© For the first time, a woman officer of 
the Indian Army, Major Jasmine 
Chatha, led the parade of the Indian 
contingent at the award ceremony in 
Upper Nile. India is one of the largest 
troop- contributing countries to UN 
peacekeeping missions. 


ICC Player of the Month 


(December 2022) 

+ Harry Brook received the ICC Men’s 
Player of the Month award after a 
blistering run of scores in Pakistan on 
January 10, 2023. 

e He helped England claim a historic 
World Test Championship (WTC) series 
victory in Pakistan. England won the 
series 3-0 in which Brook made his 
important contribution. 

e On the other hand, Australia’s 
Ashleigh Gardner bagged the ICC 
Women’s Player of the Month award for 
her contributions with bat and ball in 
the T201 series against India. 


Golden Globe Awards 2023 
e The Golden Globe Awards 2023 
ceremony was held on January 10, 2023 
to recognise excellence in film, both 
American and international, and 
American television. 

e This was the 80th edition of the 
annual event by the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association. Some winners are 


Category Winner 
Best Director (Motion Steven Spielberg 
Picture) (The Fabelmans) 


Best Motion Picture 
(Non-English Language) 
Best Performance by an 
Actress in a Motion 
Picture (Drama) 

Best Performance by an 
Actor in a Motion Picture 


Argentina, 1985 


Cate Blanchett (Tár) 


Austin Butler (Elvis) 


(Drama) 

Best Motion Picture Guil | 
uillermo del T 

(Animated) Pinocchio pid 


Best Original Song 
(Motion Picture) 
Best Original Score 


. . J i i 
{Motion Picture) (Babylon) 


Naatu Naatu (RRR) 
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Ravi Sinha 

* Ravi Sinha has been selected as 
the next chief of the Research and 
Analysis Wing (RAW) on June 1%, 
2023 

© He is a 1988 batch IPS officer of 
the Chhattisgarh cadre 

¢ Sinha will take over from 
current chief Samant Kumar Goci, 
whose term ends on June 30 
2023 

e Presently, Ravi Sinha ts holding 
the post of Special Secretary 1n the 
Cabinet Secretarial 
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Uttam Lal 


« Uttam Lal has been appointed as Director 
(Personnel) in NHPC Ltd on June 14, 2023. 


* National Hydroelectric Power Corporation 
(NHPC) Limited is India’s leading 
hydropower company. 

* Uttam Lal earlier served as Chief General 
Manager in NTPC Limited 

» NHPC Limited operated under the 
ownership of the Ministry of Power, 
Government of India 


Nitin Agarwal | 

< The Central government appointed 

Nitin Agarwal as the Director General (DG; 
of the Border Security Force on June 12, 


2023 


É — 
* 
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© He is currently working as an 
Additional DG of the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF}. 

» He is a Kerala cadre Indian Police 
Service officer of the 1989-batch. 


V. Anantharaman 

* Veteran banker V. Anantharaman 

has been appointed non-executive 
chairman of credit bureau Trans Union 
CIBIL on June 11, 2023. 

* Anantharaman takes over from MV 
Nair, who steps down after more than 

1] vears as the Chairman. 

+ Trans Union CIBIL Limited is an | 
Indian credit information company. | 


Amit Agrawal 

* Senior LAS officers Amit Agrawal 
have been appointed as CEO Unique 
Identification Authority of India 
(UIDAI}; on June 11, 2023 

* Agrawal (1993-batch) is LAS officers 
of the Chhattisgarh cadre. 

* Agrawal is additional secretary in 
the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology 


Subodh Kumar Singh 
* Subodh Kumar Singh have been 
appointed as director general of the 


National Testing Agency on June |} 
2023 l 
* He (1997-batch; is LAS officers of 


the Chhattisgarh cadre. 
* Singh is currently additional 
secretary in the Department 


i i of Food 
and Public Distributi 


ae on under the 
Ministry of Consumer Affairs 
Janardan Prasad 

* Janardan Prasad has been a 


~ p : nied 
as the new Directc lar 
© New Director General of the 


pha 


=~ 


a 
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Geological Survey of India (GSI) on 
june 7, 2023; 

. Janardhana Prasad takes over from 
pr. S. Raju, who has served as the 
pirector General since 2020. 

e The GSI conducts scientific studies 
on the Earth’s geology, mineral 


resources, and natural hazards. 


Sanjay Varma 

e Sanjay Varma took over as the 
Managing Director (additional charge) 
of Mangalore Refinery and 
Petrochemicals Limited (MRPL) on 
June 1, 2023. 

« Varma has been on the board of 
MRPL as Director (Refinery) since 
June 2020. 

« He has also had extensive exposure 
by being on the boards of 
ONGC-Mangalore Petrochemicals 
Limited and Shell-MRPL Aviation. 


Ashwini Kumar 

e Ashwani Kumar, Executive Director, 
Indian Bank appointed as the 
Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of UCO Bank 
on June 1, 2023. . 

* The Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet (ACC) has approved this 
appointment. 

« Ashwini Kumar replace Soma 
Shankar Prasad, who retired on 

May 31, 2023. 

e Ashwani Kumar will head the 
public sector bank for a period of 
three years from June 1, 2023. 


Ajay Yadav 

* Ajay Yadav has assumed charge of 
Managing Director of Solar Energy 
Corporation of India Limited (SECI) 
on May 31, 2023. 

e SECI is a nodal agency of the central 
government for auctioning renewable 
energy projects. 

¢ SECI is a Miniratna Category-! 
Central Public Sector Enterprise 
(CPSE) established in 2011. 

* It serves as the primary 
implementing agency for renewable 
energy schemes and projects under 
the Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy, Government of India. 
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Amarendu Prakash 

* Amarendu Prakash has taken charge 
as the new Chairman and Managing 
Director (CMD) of Steel Authority of 
India Limited (SAIL) from May 31, 
2023. 


e He was previously the Director 
(In-charge) of SAIL’s Bokaro steel plan. 


e He has been leading the Bokaro Steel 
Plant as Director In-charge since 
September 2020. 

e He took on additional charge as 
Director In-Charge of the Rourkela 
Steel Plant, IISCO and Durgapur Steel 
Plant. 

e The SAIL is one of the largest 
steel-making companies in India. 


Praveen Kumar Srivastava 

e Praveen Kumar Srivastava has been 
officially sworn-in as the Central 
Vigilance Commissioner (CVC) on 
May 29, 2023. 

¢ The ceremony took place at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, where President 
Droupadi Murmu administered the 
oath of office to Srivastava. 

e He is a retired 1988-batch Indian 
Administrative Service officer of the 
Assam-Meghalaya cadre. 


R. Dinesh 

* R. Dinesh was appointed as the 
President of the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CI) for 2023-24 on 
May 27, 2023. 

* R. Dinesh is TVS Supply Chain 
Solutions Executive Vice-President. 

e Sanjiv Puri, Managing Director of 
ITC has been named the Chairman and 
the announcement was made during 
the CII National Council meeting in 
New Delhi. 

e Rajeev Memani, President, EY India 
Region, has been appointed as the 
Vice-President of CII. 
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Jayakumar S. Pillai 

* Jayakumar S. Pillai was appointed as 
the Deputy Managing Director of IDBI 
Bank on May 27, 2023. 

* His appointment was announced by 
IDBI Bank through an official filing 
and the appointment was approved by 
the bank’s board of directors. 

* The appointment is valid for a period 
of 3 years from the date of his 
assumption of charge. The 
appointment has been authorised by 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 


Dr. K. Govindaraj 

¢ Dr. K. Govindaraj has been 
unanimously nominated to take over 
as President of FIBA Asia on May 24, 
2023. 

e This is the first time that an Indian 
has been nominated as the President 
of FIBA Asia. 

ə Dr. K. Govindaraj is Karnataka MLC 
and current President of Basketball 
Federation of India. 


Namdev Shirgaonkar 

e Namdev Shirgaonkar was elected 
unopposed as the President of the 
executive committee of India 
Taekwondo on May 23, 2023. 


`. e The election was held at 2 Hotel Sun 


City Residency, Andheri (East) in 
which 25 affiliated State Associations 
duly participated. 

e With all the office bearers being 
elected unopposed, the entire election 
process was completed without 

any hitch. 


AK Jain 

e The chairman position of the 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory 
Board (PNGRB) has finally been filled 
on May 18, 2023. 

* AK Jain, the former Coal Secretary, 
has been appointed by the 
Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet to take on this role for a period 
of 5 years. The position has been 
vacant since December 2020. 


Manoj Soni 

* Educationist Manoj Soni take oath as 
the Chairman of Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) on May 16, 2023. 
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e Soni joined the Commission as the 
member on June 28, 2017. He has 
been performing the duties of the 
UPSC chairman since April 5, 2022. 

e Prior to his appointment in the 
UPSC, Soni has served three terms as 
Vice-Chancellor. 

e In 2013, he was conferred with the 
rare honour of ‘Honorary Mayor- 
President of the City of Baton Rouge’. 


Ravneet Kaur 

* The government has appointed 
Ravneet Kaur as the new Chairperson 
of the Competition Commission of 
India (CCI) on May 15, 2023. 

* Since the departure of Ashok Kumar 
Gupta in October 2022, there is no 
full-time Chairman in the CCI for the 
last seven months. 

* She will replace CCI member 
Sangeeta Verma who has been serving 
as the Interim Chairperson since 
October 2022. 


Praveen Sood 

* Praveen Sood has been appointed as 
the Director of Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) on May 25, 2023. 
e He is a 1986-batch Indian Police 
Service (IPS) officer of the Karnataka 
cadre. Praveen Sood replaced current 
CBI Director Subodh Jaiswal. 

* The Department of Personnel and 
Training approved the appointment of 
Sood as CBI Director for a period of 

2 years. 


Parminder Chopra 

e Parminder Chopra become the first 
woman CMD of Power Finance 
Corporation (PFC) Limited, the largest 
NBFC in India on May 11, 2023. 

e The Public Enterprises Selection 
Board (PESB) recommended the name 
of Parminder Chopra as the next CMD 
of PFC. 

e She has been serving as Director 
(Finance) and CFO as well as a | 
member of the Board of Directors since 


2020. 


Polavarapu Mallikharjuna 


Prasad 

e Public Enterprises Selection Board 
(PESB) recommended Polavarapu 
Mallikharjuna Prasad for the post of 
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Chairman and Managing Director 
(CMD) at Coal India Limited (CIL) on 
May 4, 2023. 

e Prasad is currently posted as 
Chairman-cum-Managing Director of 
Central Coalfields Ltd (CCL) based in 
Ranchi. 

© Coal India Limited (CIL) is an Indian 
central public sector undertaking 


under the ownership of the Ministry of 


Coal, Government of India. 


Rajneesh Karnatak 


Rajneesh Karnatak has been 
appointed as the Managing Director 
(MD) and Chairman of Bank of India 
(BOI) by the Government of India on 
April 30, 2023. 

Rajneesh Karnataka is currently 
serving as the Executive Director of 
Union Bank of India. 

He will hold the role of MD & CEO of 
Bank of India for a period of three 
years, from the date he assumes 
charge or until further instructions. 


Siddhartha Mohanty 


+ The government on April 27, 2023 
announced the appointment of 
Siddhartha Mohanty as the 
Chairperson of the Life Insurance 
Corporation of India (LIC) until 
June 29, 2024. 

¢ Following this, he will serve as the 
Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Officer until June 7, 2025, as 
stated by LIC in a release. 

e Mohanty, who is currently the 
Managing Director, had been serving 
as the interim Chairperson of the 
state-run life insurance company. 

e He replacing MR Kumar, whose 
term ended on March 13, 2023. 


Debadutta Chand 

e Debadutta Chand was appointed 
as the Managing Director (MD) of 
Bank of Baroda (BoB) on April 29, 
2023. 

ə Chand is currently serving as the 
Executive Director of the Bank of 
Baroda. 

e He will assume the position of MD 
for a period of three years with effect 
from Jriv 1, 2023 or until further 


notice 


Anant Maheshwari 

* IT Industry body NASSCOM has 
appointed Anant Maheshwari, 
President of Microsoft India, as its 
Chairperson for 2023-24 on April 25, 
2023. 

e Maheshwari, who was NASSCOM’s 
Vice-Chairperson, succeeds Krishnan 
Ramanujam, the President of business 
and technology services at Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS). 

e Nasscom also announced the 
appointment of Rajesh Nambiar, 
chairman and managing director of 
Cognizant India as its 
Vice-Chairperson for 2023-24. 


e NASSCOM is a non-profit industry 
association which is the apex body for 
the IT industry in India. 


Sandeep Singh 

e Former Vice-Chief of Air Staff 
Sandeep Singh (Retd.) has been 
appointed as the new Military Advisor 
to the National Security Council 
Secretariat (NSCS) on April 24, 2023. 


e He will replace General Anil 
Chauhan, who was appointed Chief of 
Defense Staff in October last year. 


» Sandeep Singh retired as the 
Vice-Chief of the Air Force on 
January 31, 2023, after a military 
career of four decades. 

* He was awarded the Vayu Sena 
Medal in 2006, the Ati Vishisht Seva 
Medal in 2013 and the Param Vishisht 
Seva Medal in 2022. 


Arun Sinha 

e Arun Sinha was appointed as the 
new chairman of the National 
Technical Research Organisation 
(NTRO) by the government of India on 
April 21, 2023. 

. Arun Sinha was the acting chairman 
of NTRO before becoming the 
chairman. He is a 1984-batch IPS 
officer of Kerala cadre. 

* NTRO is a technical intelligence 
agency based in India. 


Sudha Shivakumar 

* Sudha Shivakumar has been 
appointed as the 40th National 
President of Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
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heenu Jhawar 

. Dr. Sheenu Jhawar has been 

yinted as the new President of TiE 
gajasthan on April 4, 2023 for a 
awo-yeal term from 2023 to 2025. 
. pr. Jhawar is the first woman to 
hold this position in the 21 year 
history of TiE Rajasthan. 
. He succeeds Dr. Ravi Modani, who 
was leading it with effect from 2021. 
. She has been associated with TiE 
Rajasthan for many years and has 
contributed significantly to its growth 
and success. 


Sanjay Jasjit Singh 

. Vice-Admiral Sanjay Jasjit Singh has 
taken over as the Vice-Chief of the 
Naval Staff in the Indian Navy on 

April 1, 2023. 

. He is a distinguished Naval Officer 
and a graduate of the National Defense 
Academy (Pune). | 

< His contribution to the Indian Navy 
has been recognised with Nao Sena 
Medal in 2009 and Ati Vishisht Seva 
Medal in 2020. 


Rajeev K. Mishra 

+ Rajeev K. Mishra has been appointed 
as the new Chairman and Managing 
Director of Power Trading Corporation 
of India (PTC) Limited on March 30, 
2023. 

* Mishra has been associated with PTC 
India Limited since October 201 l, 
when he took over as Execullve 
Director. 

* PTC India Limited is 
company that spet ‘alises in Powe! m 
Trading Solutions, Cross Border Powe 
Trading and Consultancy Services. 


an Indian 
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° Gupta has over 25 years of leadership 
experience in diverse sectors such as 
consumer goods, metals & mining and 
miscellaneous sectors with expertise in 
supply chain and strategy. 


Ajay Singh 

° SpiceJet CEO Ajay Singh has been 
appointed as the new President of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce 


and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) 
on March 29, 2023. 
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e He succeeds Sumant Sinha, who 
recently completed his tenure as 
Managing Director of Renew Power. 

» Sanjay Nair, Founder and Chairman 
of Sorin Investment Fund, has been 
appointed as the new Senior 
Vice-President of ASSOCHAM. 

» ASSOCHAM is one of the leading 
trade associations in India. 


Deepak Mohanty 

e The Indian government has 
appointed Deepak Mohanty as the new 
chairman of Pension Fund Regulatory 
and Development Authority (PFRDA) 
on March 17, 2023. 

» He replaced Supratim 
Bandyopadhyay whose term ended in 
January 2023. 

e Mohanty, a former € 
of RBI, previously serve 
of PFRDA. 


G. Krishnakumar 

« BPCL announced that G. 
Krishnakumar has taken over as the 
Chairman and Managing Director of 
the company on March 18, 2023. 

» Bharal Petroleum Corporation 
Limited (BPCL) is a ‘Maharatna’ and a 
Fortune Global 500 Company. 


xecutive director 
d as a member 
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* He replaced Arun Kumar Singh, who 
retired as chairman in October 2022. 

* Krishnakumar will hold the position 
of chairman and managing director till 
April 2025 or until any further notice, 
whichever is earlier, according to an 
official order. 


Rohit Jawa 

* Rohit Jawa was appointed as the 
new Managing Director and CEO of 
the famous FMCG Company 
Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL) 
Company on March 10, 2023. 

* HUL is a part of England’s company 
Unilever, Unilever registered to do 
business in India. 

e HUL is a part of England's company 
Unilever, Unilever registered to do 
business in India. 


SS Dubey 

« SS Dubey took charge as the 
Controller General of Accounts (CGA) 
on March 7, 2023 in New Delhi. 

e Dubey is the 28th Controller General 
of Accounts (CGA), Ministry of 
Finance, Government of India. 

e Prior to taking charge as the CGA, 
Dubey was Additional Controller 
General of Accounts, Public Financial 
Management System (PFMS). 

» CGA is ‘the Principal Advisor’ on 
Accounting matters to the Union 
government. 


Jishnu Barua 

e Jishnu Barua has been appointed as 
the new chairman of the Central 
Electricity Regulatory Commission 
(CERC) on March 3, 2023. 

» After retirement, Barua took charge 
as the Chairman of Assam Power 
Distribution Company Limited. 

» CERC has been established by the 
government of India under the 
provisions of the Electricity Regulatory 
Commission Act, 1998. CERC isa 
regulator of the power sector in India. 


Shailesh Pathak 

< Former bureaucrat Shailesh Pathak 
has been appointed as the new 
Secretary General of Federation of 
Indian Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry (FICCI) on February 27, 
2023. 
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* In a career Spanning 37 years 
Pathak has worked with the l 
Sovernment as an IAS office 
as helmed large com 
private sector. 
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e FICCI also announced that Arun 
Chawla, Director General, will 

superannuate on June 30, 2023 
transition to an advisory role., 


Rajeev Raghuvanshi 

. Rajeev Singh Raghuvanshi has been 
appointed as the new Drug Controller 
General of India (DCGI) on 

February 22, 2023. 


and 


* He is a former Indian 
Pharmacopoeia Commission 
secretary-cum-scientific director. 

* He will supersede Dr. PBN Prasad. 
* The order which was released stated 
that Raghuvanshi will continue to be 
the DGCI till February 28, 2025. 


BVR Subrahmanyam 

* The government approved the 
appointment of BVR Subrahmanyam 
as the CEO of NITI Aayog on 
February 20, 2022. He will be the 
fourth CEO of NITI Aayog. 

* Subrahmanyam will replace 
Parameswaran lyer, who has been 
appointed as the Executive Director of 


the World Bank for a period of two 
years. 


e Prior to this, he was the former 
Commerce Secretary to the 
Government of India. 


MV Suchindra Kumar 


¢ The Indian Army has named Lt. Gen. 


MV Suchindra Kumar as the new 
Vice-Chief of the Indian Army on 
February 17, 2023. 


e Present Vice-Chief Lt. Gen. BS Raju 
has been transferred to the South 
Western Army Command (Jaipur) as 
Army Commander. 

e At present, Suchindra Kumar is 
serving as Deputy Chief of Staff 
(Strategic) at the Army Headquarters. 


Aniket Sunil Talati 

e The Council of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) 
elected its new President and 
Vice-President. 
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* For the 2023-24 term, Aniket Sunil 
Talati will serve as the President of 
ICAI, while Ranjeet Kumar Agarwal 
will be the accounting body’s 
Vice-President. À 
e Aniket Sunil Talati is a member of 
various other ICAI boards, committees, 
and directorates. 


* He is taking over the post previously 
held by CA (Dr.) Debashis Mitra. 


Pankaj Kumar Singh 


Pankaj Kumar Singh was appointed as 
the Deputy National Security Adviser 
in National Security Council 
Secretariat fora period of two years 
on January 17, 2023. 

‘He is Retired director general of the 
Border Security Force (BSF). 

Singh, a 1988-batch IPS officer of the 
Rajasthan cadre, has been appointed 
on a re-employment contract. 


Anurag Kumar 
e Anurag Kumar was appointed as the 
CMD of Electronics Corporation of 


India Limited (ECIL) on January 9, 
2023. 


* The Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet (ACC) has approved Kumar’s 
appointment to the post till the date of 
his superannuation i.e., January 31, 
2026. 

* Kumar joined ECIL in the year 2015 
as General Manager and was promoted 
as Executive Director — Homeland 
Security System in the year 2020. 


Sundararaman Ramamurthy 
e Sundararaman Ramamurthy has 
been appointed as the MD and Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of BSE 
Limited. 

e He has been appointed for a 
five-year term with effect from 
January 4, 2023. 

e His appointment is subject to the 
consent of the shareholders. 

e The exchange will seek its approval 
from shareholders through postal 
ballot on January 16, 2023. 


Ajay Kumar Srivastava 
e Ajay Kumar Srivastava appointed as 
the Managing Director (MD) and Chief 
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Executive Officer (CEO) of the Public 
sector Indian Overseas Bank on 
January l, 2023. 

e Prior to taking up the new role, 
Srivastava was serving as an executive 
director in the bank. 

e He replaced Partha Pratim Sengupta 
whose tenure ends on Dec. 31, 2022. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Jane Marriott 

* The United Kingdom appointed Jane 
Marriott as the next British High 
Commissioner to Pakistan on June 16, 
2023. 


* It is making her the first female 
British envoy to Islamabad. 


e Jane Marriott previously served as 
the High Commissioner to Kenya. 


e She will replace Dr. Christian 
Turner,who held the position since 
December 2019. 


Dame Sue Carr 

e Dame Sue Carr is to become the first 
female Lord Chief Justice of England 
and Wales in history. 


¢ The Court of Appeal judge will 
succeed Lord Burnett of Maldon to 
become the first woman to lead the 
judiciary since the post was created 
755 years ago. 

e She had been a Court of Appeal 
judge for three years and was 
appointed a High Court judge in 2013. 


Dennis Francis 


e Dennis Francis, a citizen of Trinidad 
and Tobago (TT), elected 78th UNGA 
president on June 5, 2023. 


* He created history by becoming the 
first TT citizen to be elected as the 
President of UNGA. 


° The election took place at the UN 

headquarters in New York, US. 

* Francis was nominated on April l, 
2023 and faced no opposition in the 
election. 


* United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) was created in 1945. 


* It is one of the six principal organs 
of the United Nations (UN) 
Peter Albers 


* IndiGo CEO, Peter Albers has been 
appointed as the Chairman of LATA. 
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Ajay Bainga 

, Indian -origin Ajay Banga takes 
charge as the 14th President of the 
world Bank on June 2, 2023. The 

ber Executive Board of the 
World Benk elected Ajay Banga to hold 
on for a period of five years. 
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« Ajay Banga underwent a four-hour 
interview.’ with the World Bank board 
members , and after several meetings 
in recen weeks, he received the 
board's final approval. 


Amy Pope 

© Amy Pope of the United States has 
been selected as the first female 
Director -General of the United Nations 
Migration Agency on May 22, 2023. 

e She will head the Geneva-based 
Internat ional Organisation for 
Migration (IOM). 

« Pope is currently serving as Deputy 
to Director General Antonio Vitorino. 

* Her five-year term as Director 
Genera! wil! begin on October 1, 
replacirig Vitorino. 

* JOM is an agency of the United 
Nations. and provides services and 
advice related to migration. 


2023 


Linda Yaccarino 

* Linda Yaccarino has been appointed 
as the new CEO of Twitter, according 
to a tweet by Elon Musk on May 12, 
2023, 

© She is former advertising chief at 
NBCUn iversal. 
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Yacarino will primarily focus on 
business operations, while Elon Musk 
will focus on product design and new 
technology. 


Musk completed the purchase of 
Twitter in October 2022 for $ 44 
billion. 


Neera Tandon 


Indian-American Neera Tandon has 
been appointed as the domestic policy 
advisor in US President Joe Biden's | 
team on May 


J, 2023. 


e Tandon’s appointment has been 
made keeping in mind the presidential 
election to be held in the US in 2024. 

* Following Biden’s decision to 
appoint Neera Tandon, she became the 
first Asian-American to lead the White 
House Advisory Council. 

« Neera Tandon was born in 
Massachusetts to Indian immigrant 
parents. 


Margherita Della Valle 

e Margherita Della Valle has become 
Vodafone's first-ever permanent 
female CEO on May 3, 2023. 

e Margherita Della Valle has been 
interim CEO of Vodafone Group since 
Nick Read stepped down in December 
2022: 

e Della Valle has been with Vodafone 
for nearly 30 years, serving in various 
roles between 1994 and 2007 until she 
became the company’s CFO for its 
European operations. 


Aleksander Ceferin 

» Aleksandar Ceferin was re-elected as 
the President of the Union of 
European Football Associations 
(UEFA) on April 6, 2023. 

e Jt was re-elected during UEFA's 
Ordinary Congress held in Lisbon, 
Portugal, and Ceferin was elected 
unopposed, meaning that there were 
no other candidates for the position. 
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He was first time clected as the 
seventh President of UEFA in 2016 
succeeding Michel Platini. 

* Ceferin’s new term will last for 
another four years (2027). 


Richard Verma 


* The United States Senate confirmed 
the appointment of Indian American 

Richard Verma as Deputy Secretary of 
State, Management and Resources on 
March 30, 2023. 


e Richard Verma served as the US 
Ambassador to India from January 
2015 to January 2017. | 

* Richard is currently the Chief Legal 
Officer and Head of Global Public 
Policy at MasterCard. 


+ He is a former member of the 
Weapons of Mass Destruction and 
Terrorism Commission. 


Dilma Rousseff 

e The New Development Bank (NDB) 
has announced on March 26, 2023that 
former Brazilian President Dilma Vana 
Rousseff has been elected as its new 
President. 

* She replaces Marcus Troyjo in the 
position. 

* Dilma Rousseff is an economist who 
served as the President of the 
Federative Republic of Brazil for two 
consecutive terms, from January 2011 
to August 2016. 

ə NDB is also known as the BRICS 
bank and is a multilateral financial 
institution created by Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, and South Africa. 


Arun Subramanian 

e The United States Senate has 
confirmed the appointment of 
Indian-American Arun Subramanian 
as the District Judge for the Southern 
District of New York. 

e With this, Subramanian has become 
the first South Asian judge to serve on 
this bench. 

* The Senate confirmed 
Subramanian’s nomination on 

March 7, 2023 by a vote of 58-37. 


Neil Mohan 

» Indian-American executive Neil 
Mohan has been appointed as the new 
CEO of YouTube on February 17, 2023. 
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* He is working as YouTube’s Chief 
Product Officer and Senior Vice 
President. 

* He will replace Susan Wojcicki, who 
has announced her decision to step 
down after nine years in the position, 


Shasti Conrad 


Indian-American political consultant 
Shasti Conrad has been elected as the 
new chair of the Washington State 
Democratic Party on January 30, 2023. 
* She is the first woman of youngest 
person to be elected at this post as well 
as the first South Asian and first 
Indian American woman to serve as a 
State Democratic Party Chair. 

« She takes over from Tina 
Podlodowski, who had served as party 
chair since 2017 and announced this 
month (January 2023) that she would 
step down. 


Raji Chari 

e Indian-American astronaut Raja 
Chari was nominated by US President 
Joe Biden for the post of Air Force 
brigadier general on January 27, 2023. 
« The nomination has yet to be 
confirmed by the US Senate. 

e The senate approves all senior 
civilian and military appointments, 
according to the US Defense 
Department. 

e Air Force Col. Raja J. Chari for 
appointment to the grade of brigadier 
general. 

e Chari is currently serving as the 
Crew-3 commander and astronaut, 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, Johnson Space Center, 
Texas. 


Aruna Miller 

e Aruna Miller has scripted history by 
becoming the first Indian-American 
politician to be sworn-in as the 
Lieutenant Governor of Maryland (US) 
on January 19, 2023. 

e Aruna, 58, a former delegate Lo the 
Maryland House, made history when 
the Democrat became the 10th 
Lieutenant Governor of the state. 

e Wes Moore became Maryland's 63rd 
Governor, the State’s first and the 
country’s only current Black Chief 
Execulive. 
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Sonia Gujazara 

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva announced the appointment 
of Sonia Gujajara as the first minister 
of the new Ministry of Indigenous 
Peoples on January 13, 2023. 
» Sonia Guajajara is widely known as 
the leader of the main group of 
indigenous tribes of Brazil and a 
member of the Amazon Guajajara. 
Sonia Guajazara is a Brazilian indigenous 
activist, environmentalist and politician. 
e She was also featured in 2022 Time 
Magazine’s annual list of the worlds’ 
100 most influential people. 


RESIGNATION 
(NATIONAL) 


‘ Sharad Pawar 


* Nationalist Congress Party president 
Sharad Pawar announced his decision 
to retire from the post of party 
president in Mumbai on May 2, 2023. 
* He also clarified that he will not 
fight in any election after the term of 
Rajya Sabha membership is over. 

« He was speaking at the launch of the 
new edition of his autobiography, Lok 
Maje Sangati. . 

« Sharad Pawar has been serving as 
the NCP’s President since its inception 
in 1999, 


Rajesh Gopinathan 


Rajesh Gopinathan has announced his 
decision to resign from his position in 
order to pursue other interests on 
March 16, 2023. 

He was the Managing Director and 
CEO of Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS). Gopinathan has been with the 
company for more than two decades. 
TCS's board of directors has approved 
his request to step down and has 
appointed K. Krithivasan as 
CEO-designate, effective from 
March 16, 2023. 


Manish Sisodia and 
Satyendra Jain 

+ Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia and Minister of AAP 
government Satyendra Jain have 
resigned from the Delhi Cabinet on 


February 27, 2023. 


e Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriway 
has accepted their resignatiors. 

* Manish Sisodia had been a)-rested by 
the CBI for alleged corruptior! in the | 
formulation and implementation of 
the now scrapped Delhi Excis € policy 
for 2021-22 in the national ca pital. 

* Satyendra Jain had been ar rested by 
the Enforcement Directorate in May 
last year for his alleged involvement in 
a money laundering case. 


Rajan Kohli 

» Wipro President Rajan Kohl i has 
resigned after a nearly three-d ecade 
career with the IT firm on February 22, 
2023. He was President of Wi ro’s 
Integrated Digital, Engineerin g, and 
Application Services Business Line 
(iDEAS), and led a team of ov er 
100,000 employees. 

* Kohli incubated and scaled t he 
digital transformation busines s, 
making it one of the company’ s most 
recognised businesses. 


Chetan Sharma 

* BCCI’s Chief selector Chetan Sharma 
has resigned on Feb 17, 2023 f rom his 
post following a sting operatio: 
conducted by a TV news chanriel. 

* He shared internal information about 
the team and selection process. Chetan 
Sharma sent his resignation to BCCI 
Secretary Jay Shah who accepte:d it. 

* He is a former India pacer wlio 
played 23 Tests and 65 ODIs in which 
he picked 128 wickets. 


Graham Reid 

* Indian men’s hockey team chief 
coach Graham Reid resigned or} 
January 30, 2023 from his position 
after the host nation’s outing a the 
just-concluded FIH World Cup. 

e Reid, who was appointed Ind ia 
coach in April 2019, led the teain to a 
historic bronze medal finish at the 
Tokyo Olympics in 2021. 

e The 58-year-old Australian 
submitted his resignation to Ho ckey 
India president Dilip Tirkey. 

* He resigned a day after the 
conclusion of the World Cup in 
Bhubaneswar, where Germany | eal 
Belgium in a penalty shoot-out to 
emerge as champions. 
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gichard Sharp 


The BBC's chairman announced his 
resignation on April 30, 2023 after his 
vement in a loan for then UK 


jnve A P 
e Minister Bons Johnson, 


prim 
, He resigned following an 
vestigation by Barrister Adam 
yeppinstall KC. 

— which found that he breached 
appointment rules by failing to declare 
his role in facilitating a £ 800000 

¢ | million) loan guarantee to 
shen-Prime Minister Bors Johnson. 


Nicola Sturgeon 

© Scottish first minister and Scottish 
National party (SNP) leader Nicola 
sturgeon has resigned on Feb. 16, 2023, 
signalling the end of a political era. 

. It has triggered the SNP’s first 
ieadership election campaign in nearly 
20 years. 

« She was crowned party leader in 
2014 without a contest. 


Natalia Gavrilita 

e Moldovan Prime Minister Natalia 
Gavrilita announced her resignation on 
February 10, 2023. 

© She resigned, citing lack of support 
in the former Soviet republic. She was 
in power only for 18 months. 

< Moldova’s President Maia Sandu has 
accepted Gavrilita’s resignation. 

e Moldova is a former Soviet republic 
with a population of 2.5 million 
people. 


Jacinda Ardern 

© The Prime Minister of New Zealand 
‘Jacinda Ardern’ has announced her 
resignation from her post at the 
annual meeting of her party on 
January 18, 2023. 

« PM Jacinda Ardern will hold the 
post of Prime Minister till February 7, 
2023 and will resign after that. 

© The 2023 general election in New 
Zealand is going to be held on October 
2023. 

© Prime Minister Ardern is one of the 
world’s youngest female heads of state 
at the age of 37 when she came to 


power in 2017. 
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Nguyen Xuan Phuc 

i Vietnam’s President Nguyen Xuan 
Phuc has submitted his resignation on 
January 17, 2023. 


° 


The ruling Communist Party found 
him responsible for corruption, 
scandals and wrongdoings. 

* The resignation of the President 
requires approval from the National 
Assembly. Former Prime Minister 
Phuc had assumed the office of 
President from 2021. 


PERSON IN NEWS 
(NATIONAL) 


Shalini Singh 

e Shalini Singh became the first 
female NCC cadet to complete 
advanced mountaineering course in 
the Himalayan region of Uttarkashi in 
Uttarakhand on May 30, 2023. 


a mee E 


fe 
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e The Senior Wing NCC cadet, Shalini 
Singh, was enrolled in the 67 UP 
Battalion. | 

+ She began the month-long 
mountaineering course on April 26, 
2023. 

e Before that, she had to complete her 
mandatory basic mountaineering 
course in 2022 at Pahalgam (Jammu- 
Kashmir). 


Sachin Tendulkar 

e Cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar has 
been appointed as the ‘Smile 
Ambassador’ for the Maharashtra 
government's oral hygiene campaign 
on May 30, 2023. 

» Maharashtra government's oral 
hygiene campaign titled is ‘Swachh 
Mukh Abhiyaan’. 

e Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and 
Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) for five years with Tendulkar 
for the major state-wide initiative. 


Girish Chandra Murmu 


* The Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India, Girish Chandra 
Murmu has been re-elected as the 
External Auditor of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) on May 29, 
2023. 

* He has been re-elected as the 
External Auditor of the WHO for a 
four-year term from 2024-27. 

* The CAG is already holding this 
position in the WHO since 2019 for a 
four-year term from 2019-23. 

* The election was held in the 
Seventy-sixth World Health Assembly 
in Geneva. | 


Chaman Lal 

* Councillor Chaman Lal has become 
the first ever British-Indian Sikh to 
take oath as Birmingham’s Lord Mayor 
on May 29, 2023. 

e Lal joined the Labour Party in 1989 
and has taken part in many social 
justice campaigns to challenge 
inequality and all forms of 
discrimination. 

e Born in Pakhowal village of Punjab’s 
Hoshiarpur district, Lal came to 
England in 1964 with his mother. 

s His father Sardar Harnam Singh, a 
British-Indian army officer who in the 
Second World War served in the 
Italian campaign. 


Jagadish Pillai 

e Dr. Jagadish Pillai of Varanasi 
created a Guinness World Record on 
May 28, 2023. 

e He created record by singing Shri 
Ramcharitmanas for 138 hours, 

41 minutes and 2 seconds. 

» The entire process of recording, 
editing and mixing took 4 years, 

63 days and 295 hours. 

© This achievement made Shri 
Ramcharitmanas the longest song in 
the world. 

+ Ramcharitmanas is a loth century 
epic poem by the Indian poet Tulsidas 
in the Awadhi language. 


> The name ‘Ramcharitmanas’ is 
translated as ‘Lake of the Deeds of 
Rama’. 
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Mukesh Ambani 

* Mukesh Ambani has been 
nominated to the Consultative 
Committee for the 28th session of the 
Conference of the Parties (COP28) on 
May 26, 2023. 

* This committee will work to guide 
and advise the 28th session of the 
COP28 on Climate Change. 

* Apart from Sunita Narayan, Ambani 
is the only Indian to be included in the 
COP28 President's Advisory 
Committee. . 


* Sunita Narayan is a director general 


of the Center for Science and 
Environment. 


Sourav Ganguly 

* Former India cricket captain and 
former BCCI Chief Sourav Ganguly has 
been named as the brand ambassador 
for Tripura Tourism on May 24, 2023. 

* The selection of Ganguly as the 
brand ambassador is expected to 
attract more visitors to Tripura and 
give a boost to the tourism industry. 


* The Tripura government believes 
that Ganguly’s popularity and 
charisma will draw attention to the 
state's unexplored tourist destinations. 


N. Chandrasekaran 

e Tata Group Chairman N. 
Chandrasekaran has been given 
France’s highest civilian award 
Chevalier de la Legion d'honneur on 
May 17, 2023. 


+ He was awarded for his 
contributions to strengthen the trade 


relationship between India and France. 


* French Minister for Europe and 
Foreign Affairs Catherine Colonna 
gave the award to Chandrasekaran on 
behalf of the French President. 


Virat Kohli 

e Duroflex announced on May 15, 
2023 that cricket icon Virat Kohli as its 
new brand ambassador. 

e It aims is to further its mission of 
advocating the importance of quality 
sleep in promoting a long healthy life. 
e Virat Kohli’s strong association with 
the brand’s mission has inspired him 
to take on the role of brand 
ambassador for Duroflex. 
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* Kohli also launched Duroflex’s latest 
offering Neuma’. 


Deepika Padukone 

* Bollywood star Deepika Padukone 
has been featured on the latest cover 
of TIME magazine on May 11, 2023. 
* The iconic American magazine 
described Padukone as a ‘global star’ 
bringing ‘the world to Bollywood’. 

* It had previously named Padukone 
among its list of 100 most influential 
people in the world in 2018. 

* Deepika is called ‘the most popular 
actress in the world’s most populous 
country’. 


Alia Bhatt 


Gucci, the luxury fashion brand from 
Italy, has appointed Alia Bhatt as its 
first global ambassador from India. 


She will debut as the brand’s newest 
global ambassador at the Gucci Cruise 
2024 show. 


This appointment is an important 
moment for both the brand and the 
Indian fashion industry, especially 
since it comes after Bhatt’s Met Gala 
debut. 


This is first time that Gucci has 
selected an Indian celebrity as a 
global ambassador, highlighting the 
growing recognition of the Indian 
market worldwide. 


Ayushmann Khurrana 

* Wakefit has announced popular 
Bollywood actor Ayushmann Khurrana 
as its new brand ambassador on 

May 7, 2023. 


e Wakefit is a leading 
direct-to-consumer home and sleep 
solutions brand in India. 


e Ayushmann will be the face of the 
brand and will lead the upcoming 
campaigns, creating awareness and 
education about sleep health and its 
importance in modern times. 


Pradeep Kurulkar 

e The Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism 
Squad arrested a scientist of the 
Defense Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) on charges of 
espionage. 


» The scientist named Pradeep 
Kurulkar was arrested in Pune on 
May 3, 2023. 

> The Maharashtra ATS has accused 
Kurulkar of passing sensitive 
information to foreign intelligence 
agencies, which could compromise 
national security. 

ə Kurulkar was working at DRDO’s 
Armament Research and Development 
Establishment (ARDE) in Pune, which 
develops and designs armaments for 
the Indian Armed Forces. 


Pandit Ramkishan 

» Former Lok Sabha MP Pandit 
Ramkishan was awarded the title of 
‘Shatabdi Purush’ (Man of the 
Century) on May 2, 2023 in New Delhi 
for his contributions as a socialist 
leader. 

+ The honor was bestowed on him 
during the birth centenary celebrations 
of Madhu Limaye, a renowned socialist 
ideologue and parliamentarian. 

e Ramkishan is considered the most 
senior and iconic figure in Indian 
socialism and has been recognised as 
the ‘Socialist Shatabdi Purush’. 


Anjali Sharma 

e Anjali Sharma has brought glory to 
Himachal and the country by 
conquering Africa’s Mount Kilimanjaro 
peak wearing a Gaddi dress 
(Luanchadi) on April 3, 2023. 

* She has become the first girl from 
India to scale Mount Kilimanjaro in 
Gaddi costume. 


e Lunachari is a traditional dress of 
Himachal Pradesh. 

* Mount Kilimanjaro is Africa’s tallest 
mountain and the world’s largest 
free-standing mountain. 


Ranveer Singh 

* Star Sports has appointed Bollywood 
actor Ranveer Singh as its brand 
ambassador on March 29, 2023. 

* Star Sports is owned by The Walt 
Disney Company India. 

* Singh will act as the ‘Sutradhaar’ or 
narrator for the upcoming season of 
the Indian Premier League (IPL), 
which the company is branding as the 
‘Incredible League’. 


Current Affairs Half Yearly 2023 


Ln 


e will also participate in creating 
ee nt for the IPL, which is scheduled 


mnte 
ie gin on March 31. 


manjamma Jogati 
| flection Commission (EC), 
karnataka has sclected Manjamma 
jogati as a poll icon to encourage more 
members of the transgender 


mmunity to register and vote on 


areh 26, 2023. 
, Manjamma Jogati is a transgender 


folk dancer. 

. Alongside Jogati, several other 
individuals, including cricketer Rahul 
pravid and Jnanapeecth awardee 
chandrashekar Kambar, have also 
been chosen as poll ambassadors. 


. The number of registered 
transgender voters in Karnataka has 
increased significantly from 4552 in 
2018 to 42756 in 2023. 


Salima Tete 

« National women’s hockey team 
midfielder Salima Tete has appointed 
the AHF Athletes Ambassador from 
India for a term of two years on 

March 24, 2023. 

* Tete accepted the certificate and the 
position during the Asian Hockey 
Federation (AHF) Congress in 
Mungyeong (Korea). 

* Tete is among four players from Asia 
to be appointed for the position. 

* Tete led the Indian women’s junior 
hockey team to a fourth-place finish at 
the 2021 FIH Women’s Junior World 
Cup in Potchefstroom, South Africa. 


Ratan Tata 

* Ratan Tata has been named an 
Honorary Officer in the General 
Division of the Order of Australia on 
March 18, 2023. 

* He was appointed for his outstanding 
contributions to the Australia- India 
bilateral relationship, particularly trade, 
invesunent and philanthropy. 

* The announcement was made by 
Australia’s Governor-General, 
following a recommendation by 
Australia’s High Commissioner to 
India, Barry O'Farrell. 

* Ratan Tata is the Chairman Emeritus 
of Tata Sons, former Chairman of the 
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Tata Group and one of the world’s 


richest entrepreneurs, 


Surekha Yadav 


* Asia’s first woman loco pilot 
Surckha Yadav has now become the 
first Woman to run India’s first 
indigenous semi-high-speed Vande 
Bharat Express train on March 12, 
2023. 


e Yadav piloted the train between 
Solapur station and Mumbai's 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus 
(CSMT) on March 13, 2023. 

* This is the country’s ninth 
semi-high-speed train and it covers a 
distance of 400 km in 06:30 hours. 

e During its journey, the train stops 
at Dadar, Kalyan, Pune, and 
Kurduwadi. 


Shreya Ghodawat 

* Climate Entrepreneur Shreya 
Ghodawat was appointed as the India 
Ambassador of ‘SHE Changes Climate’ 
on March 13, 2023. 

e The global non-profit organisation 
launched a special initiative for 
International Women’s Day titled 
‘Embrace Equity’ that aims to amplify 
the voices of women around the 
impacts of climate change. 

* The ‘SHE Changes Climate’ film has 
been nominated for awards from 

the Earth Future Festivals and at 

the Lift-Off Global Network Session 
2022. 


Geeta Rana 

* Colonel Geeta Rana has become the 
first woman officer of the Indian Army 
to command a field workshop on the 
forward front in eastern Ladakh on 
March 9, 2023. 

e Rana is currently a Colonel in the 
Corps of Electronics and Mechanical 
Engineers (EME). 
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* The Indian Army has also approved 
women officers to take up the role of 
commanders. 


« After this Colonel Geeta has become 
the first woman officer to achieve this 
achievement. 


Shalija Dhami 


* The Indian Air Force (IAF) has 
announced on March 8, 2023 that 
Group Captain Shalija Dhami will take 
over the command of the Missile 
Squadron in the Western Sector. 


* Dhami has become the first Indian 
woman officer to achieve this. 


* Dhami was commissioned as a 
helicopter pilot in the year 2003. 

» She is currently posted in the 
Operations Branch of Forward 
Command Headquarters. 

+ Dhami is the second deployment 
after Captain Shiva Chauhan of the 
Fire and Fury Corps of the Indian 
Army. 


Sachin Tendulkar 

e Savion revealed the God of Cricket, 
Sachin Tendulkar as its world’s first 
‘Hand Ambassador’ for its Swasth 
India Mission on March 7, 2023. 

* He now devotes his prized hands to a 
unique cause as a ‘Hand Ambassador’ 
in yet another first, hoping to 
encourage billions of people to properly 
wash their hands. 

e With this campaign, Savion aims to 
inspire billions to practice proper 
handwashing through the pan-India 
popularity of Tendulkar. 

+ ITC acquired Savion from Johnson & 
Johnson around six years back and 
currently is one of the highest revenue- 
generating brands for the company. 


Girish Chandra Murmu 

* Girish Chandra Murmu has been 
selected as the External Auditor of the 
ILO on February 23, 2023 for a period 
of 4 years from 2024 to 2027. 

* Girish Chandra Murmu will take 
over from the current External Auditor 
of the ILO, the Supreme Audit 
Institution of the Philippines. 

* ILO is an agency of the United 
Nations, which brings together the 
governments, employers and workers 
of 187-member countries. 
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Ayushmann Khurrana 
* Actor Ayushmann Khurrana w 
appointed as the Nationa] Ambassador 


of Child Rights for UNICEF India on 
February 18, 2023. 


as 


* The 38-year-old actor h 
worked as a ‘celebrity ady 
UNICEF-India. ; 

* Ayushmann was appointed as 
UNICEF India’s Celebrity Advocate in 
September 2020 to advocate on ending 
violence against children and 
promoting child rights. 


as previously 
‘ocate’ for 


Harmanpreet Kaur 

* Footwear manufacturer and designer 
Puma India has signed Harmanprect 
Kaur as its new brand ambassador on 
January 31, 2023. 

* Harmanpreet Kaur will promote the 
brand’s footwear, apparel and 
accessories including select collections 
through the brand campaign. 

* Harmanpreet Kaur is the captain of 
the Indian women’s cricket team. 


Nikhat Zareen 

* Hyderabad-based Navratna mining 
PSU NMDC Limited has signed a MoA 
with World Boxing Champion, Nikhat 
Zareen on January 28, 2023. 

* According to Memorandum of 
Agreement (MoA), Nikhat Zareen to 
represent NMDC as its brand 
ambassador. 

« Nikhat Zareen represents the 
strength, courage, agility and national 
pride associated with the brand NMDC. 
* She is World Boxing Champion and 
gold medal winner of Birmingham 
2022 Commonwealth Games. 


Shiva Chouhan 


e Captain Shiva Chouhan became first 
woman officer to be deployed at 
Siachen, world’s highest battlefield on 
January 3, 2022. 

e Captain Shiva of the Indian Army's 
Fire and Fury Corps to get 
operationally deployed after a month’s 
arduous training at Siachen Battle 
School along with other personnel. 

e The Fire and Fury Corps announced 
that officer Chauhan has been 
deployed to the Kumar Post after 
completing ‘arduous training’. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Nusrat Chowdhry 


* Nusrat Chowdhry has been 
confirmed on June 19, 2023 by the US 
Senate for appointment as the first 
Muslim female federal judge in US 
history. 

* She is a civil rights lawyer. 

* She became the first Bangladeshi 
American and the first Muslim 
American woman to become a federal 
judge. 

€ She will serve as a federal judge in 
Brooklyn federal court in New York. 


Yakub Patel 


Gujarat born Yakub Patel has been 
elected as the new mayor of the city 
of Preston in the county of Lancashire 
in the UK on May 23, 2023. 


Jacob was previously a councilor and 
an active member of the local 
community. 
He was born in Bharuch district of 

. Gujarat, moved to Britain in 1976 after 
graduating from Baroda University. 


Salman Rushdie 
e Salman Rushdie receives The Order 


- of the Companions of Honour at 


Windsor Castle on May 23, 2023. 

* Rushdie received the honour for 
services to literature. 

« Booker Prize winning author Salman 
Rushdie has collected his royal 
Companion of Honour award at an 
investiture ceremony at Windsor 
Castle in South-East England. 


« Rushdie, 75, received the PEN 
Centenary Courage Award at the 2023 
Literary Gala at the American Museum 
of Natural History in Manhattan. 


Jaswant Singh Birdi 

e A local British Sikh councilor based 
in UK’s Coventry has made history for 
the Central England city by becoming 
its first turban wearing Lord Mayor on 
May 22, 2023. 

e Jaswant Singh Birdi, who was born 
in Punjab and spent some time as a 
child in Kolkata (West Bengal), moved 
to Coventry 60 years ago. 

e Birdi’s wife Krishna also took formal 
charge as the Lord Mayoress. 
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Sameer Pandey 7 
» The City of Parramatta Council in 
Sydney elected Indian origin — 
Councillor Sameer Pandey as its new 
Lord Mayor on May 21, 2023. 

e Sameer Pandey was first elected to 
the council in 2017. 

» In 2022, he became the City’s first 
Deputy Lord Mayor from the Indian 
subcontinent. 

> He is a member of the Labor Party 
and has also contested elections to the 
Legislative Assembly. 


Mawlawi Abdul Kabir 

* In Afghanistan, the Taliban regime 
has appointed Mawlawi Abdul Kabir 
as the caretaker Prime Minister and 
Interim Head of the Cabinet on 

May 17, 2023. 

° The decision was taken by the 
supreme leader of the Afghan Taliban, 
Mullah Haibitullah Akhund, owing to 
the ill health of Mullah Mohammad 
Hassan Akhund, the acting head of the 
Taliban regime. 

* Mohammad Hassan had reportedly 
suffered a heart attack in early April 
and is unable to recover and resume 
his responsibilities since then. 


Geeta Rao Gupta 

e The US Senate has confirmed the 
appointment of Indian-American 
Geeta Rao Gupta on May 13, 2023. 


e She is appointed as the ‘Ambassador 
at Large’ for global issues related to 
women at the State Department. 

e Gupta’s nomination was confirmed 


earlier by a 51-47 vote in the US 
Senate. 


° The Senate is deeply impressed by 
Gupta’s efforts to promote the rights of 
women and girls through US foreign 
policy. 


Sultan Alneyadi 

* Emirati astronaut Sultan Alnevadi 
stepped out of the International Space 
Station (ISS) on April 30, 2023 for the 
first spacewalk by an Arab astronaut. 
* Sultan Alneyadi Steps out of the 
International Space Station in exercise 
hailed by Abu Dhabi as a ‘milestone’. 
° Alneyadi, 41, become the first Arab 
astronaut to embark on a 6-month 
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„ace mission when he blasted off for 
sp“ ss in early March aboard a Spacex 


he | 
ne con 9 rocket. 


, The spacewalk lasted for around six 
pours and thirty minutes. 

palai Lama 

, Dalai Lama personally received the 
1959 Ramon Magsaysay Award from 
members of the Ramon Magsaysay 
award Foundation at his residence on 
april 26, 2023. 


.« The Dalai Lama's elder brother Gyalo 
Thonden accepted the Magsaysay 
award on his behalf in August 1959 in 
Manila, Philippines. 


e Since his exile from Tibet in 1959, 
the Dalai Lama has been living in 
India. 

« The award was given in August 1959 
by the Ramon Magsaysay Award 
Foundation in the Philippines. 


Aleksander Ceferin 


« Aleksandar Ceferin was re-elected as 
the President of the Union of 
European Football Associations 
(UEFA) on April 6, 2023. _ 

e It was re-elected during UEFA’s 
Ordinary Congress held in Lisbon, 
Portugal, and Ceferin was elected 
unopposed, meaning that there were 
no other candidates for the position. 


Daniel Mookhey 

* Daniel Mookhey on March 29, 2023 
become the first politician of 
Indian-origin to become the Treasurer 
in any Australian state. 

e Daniel Mookhey adopted the holy 
Bhagavad Gita as his pledge of 
devotion. 

ə Chris Minns, the premier of New 
South Wales (NSW), and six other 
ministers were also sworn in at the 
ceremony. 

* He will replace Steve Vaughn 

for this post. Mookhey’s parents 
migrated from Punjab to Australia 

in 1973. 


Humza Yousaf 

» Humza Yousaf became Scotland's 
first Muslim leader after getting 
elected as the head of the governing 
Scottish National Party on March 28, 
2023. 
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. The 37-year-old became the first 
Muslim leader of a major UK political 
party and also the first Muslim to lead 
a country in Western Europe. 


* Humza Yousaf beat Kate Forbes and 


Ash Regan to succeed Nicola Stur 


as SNP leader. a 


* He will take over as head of the 
semi-autonomous government once he 


wins an approval vote in the Scottish 
Parliament. 


Gianni Infantino 


* Gianni Infantino has been re-elected 
as President of FIFA until 2027 after 
standing unopposed at the congress of 


world football’s governing body on 
March 17, 2023. 


e The decision was made by the 
congress of 211-member federations, 
who have seen their annual funding 
from FIFA increase from $ 250000 to 
$ 2 million since his first win in 2016. 
e The 52-year-old Swiss lawyer, who 
succeeded the disgraced Sepp Blatter 
in 2016, was waved in for a third term 
by acclamation, just as he was four 
years ago, by delegates member. 


Muhyiddin Yassin 

* The Malaysian Anti-Corruption 
Commission arrested former Malaysian 
PM Muhyiddin Yassin on the charges 
of corruption on March 9, 2023. 

e Muhyiddin, who was Malaysia's 
prime minister for 17 months between 
2020 and 2021, has been charged 
under laws related to abuse of power 
and money laundering. 

e He and his party have faced a 
corruption investigation after losing 
the November 2022 election to Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim. 


Tejal Mehta 

* Tejal Mehta has taken oath as the 
first Justice of a district court in the 
US state of Massachusetts on March 6, 
2023. 
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* He is an Indian-American woman 
judge who promised to make a real 
impact to the community and treat 
people with compassion. 


s Mehta will serve as the first Justice 
of the Ayer District Court. 


* She has served as an Associate 
Justice with the same court and was 
unanimously selected and sworn in by 


Judge Stacey Fortes, Chief Justice of 
the District Court. 


Ales Bialiatski 


* A court in Belarus sentenced Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Ales Bialiatski to 
10 years in prison for financing 
protests and other crimes on March 3, 
2023. 


e He has been given this sentence in 
the case of activities disturbing public 
order, financing and smuggling. 

» A fine of 65 thousand US dollars has 
also been imposed on 60-year-old 
Bialiatsky. 

e He is a human rights activist and 
co-founder of the Viasna human rights 
group. 

e In October 2022, he was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize for his work on 
human rights and democracy. 


David Malpass 

e David Malpass will step down as 
President of the World Bank in June 
2023, the institution announced 
(World Bank) on February 16, 2023. 
+ The veteran of Republican 
administrations in the United States 
was appointed to the role in 2019 
when Donald Trump was President. 

e Malpass’s term would have 
originally ended in 2024. 

+ The World Bank is a vital source of 
financial and technical assistance to 
developing countries around the world. 


Rayna Barnawi 

e Saudi Arabia announced on 
February 14, 2023 that first female 
astronaut is set to go into space this 
year (2023). 

« It is seen as a move to reform Saudi 
Arabia's ultra-conservalive image. 

e Saudi female astronaut Rayna 
Barnawi will join Saudi Ali Al-Qarni on 
a 10-day mission to the International 
Space Station (ISS) this year. 
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Maria Branyas Morera 
* Maria Brany 
living person i 
115, accordin 
Records (GW 


as Morera is the oldest 
n the world at the age of 
§ to Guinness World 

R) on January 20, 2023. 

° She is a Spanish woman, who was 
born in the United States. 
* After the death of French nun Sister 
André at the age of 118 e 
month, US-born Maria Branyas 
Morera has become the world’s oldest 
person, as GWR. 


arlier this 


* As of January 19, 2023, M 
Branyas Morera is ] 
old. 


aria 
15 years 32] days 


Abdul Rehman Makki 

* The United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) has listed Pakistan-based 
terrorist Abdul Rehman Makki as a 
global terrorist on January 16, 2023. 

e Makki is the brother-in-law of 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) chief and 26/11 
Mastermind Hafiz Saeed. 

* The development comes after India 
last year slammed China after it 
blocked the proposal to list Makki 
under the Sanctions Committee.. 

* Makki has already been listed as a 


terrorist by India and the United 
States. 


Michele Santelia 

e A 63-year-old Italian man, Michele 
Santelia has achieved a Guinness 
World Record by typing copies of 

8] books backwards on January 14, 
2023. 

e It is a technique that he calls ‘mirror 
writing’, as per a report by the - 
Guinness World Records (GWR). 

« For the purpose of this record, the 
books must be typed using ‘mirror 
writing’, such that the result is the 
mirror image of any given language’s 
norma! writing. 


Sultan al Jaber 

e The United Arab Emirates has 
named Sultan al Jaber on January 13, 
2023, head of the national oil 
company, as President for the COP28 
climate summit 2023. 

e Sultan al-Jaber, a trusted confidant 
of UAE leader Sheikn Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, who serves as CEO 
of the Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. 
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* COP28 climate summit will be held 
in Dubai later this year. 

* Al Jaber is also the UAE’s special 
envoy on climate change and key to 
the OPEC member's goal of reaching 
net-zero emissions by 2050. 


Manpreet Monica 


Indian-origin Sikh woman, Manpreet 
Monica Singh became the first ever 
female Sikh judge on January 9, 2023 
in the US after she was sworn in as a 
Harris county judge. 


In her career expanding over two 
decades, the newly appointed judge 
has been involved in numerous civil 
rights organisations at the local, 
State, and national levels. 


An estimated 500000 Sikhs live in the 
US, with 20000 Sikhs living in the 
Houston area. 


Kevin McCarthy 

e The United States Parliament has 
elected Kevin McCarthy of the 
Republican Party as the speaker of the 
House of Representatives on J anuary 7, 
2023. 

* He is the 55th speaker of the US 
House of Representatives. He was 
serving as the House Minority Leader 
in the House. . 

* He has.replaced Nancy Pelosi, the 
leader of the Democratic Party in the 
House of Representatives. 


AC Charania 


* AC Charania joined the space agency 
NASA in his new role on January 3, 
2023. 

* He is an Indian-American aerospace 
industry expert and has been 
appointed as NASA's new chief 
technologist. 

e He is to serve as principal advisor to 
Administrator Bill Nelson on 
technology policy and programmes at 
the space agency’s headquarters. 

e He replaces another 
Indian-American scientist Bhavya Lal, 
who served as acting chief technologist 
prior to the former’s appointment. 


Pina Hernandez 

ə Mexico's Supreme Court elected 
Norma Pina Hernandez as the first 
female chief justice in its history on 


os” 
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January 3, 2023. As Chief Justice, Piñą 
will also head the entire judicial 
branch. 

e She was sworn-in for her four-year 
term at the head of the 11-member 
court. 

* She was nominated to the Court at 
the end of 2015 by then President 
Enrique Pena Nieto. 


Aung San Suu Kyi 

e A court in military-ruled Myanmar 
on December 28, 2022 convicted 
deposed leader Aung San Suu Kyi on 
five counts of corruption and jailed her 
for a combined 7 years. 

* She was found guilty of offences 
relating to her lease and use of a 
helicopter while she was Myanmar’s 
de facto leader. 

* A Nobel Peace Prize winner for her 
decades-long campaign for democracy 
in Myanmar, Suu Kyi has spent much 
of her political life in detention under 
military governments. 


PERSON DIED 
(NATIONAL) 


Alby D’Cruz 
e Havaldar Alby D’Cruz passed away 
on June 6, 2023 at the age of 87. 


* He was the first Keralite to receive 
the Ashoka Chakra. 


* In 1962, he received the Ashoka 
Chakra (3rd Class) from President 
Rajendra Prasad. 

* Later the name of this award was 
changed to Shaurya Chakra. 

* D’Cruz served in the Indian 


Army as a Lance Naik in the Assam 
Rifles. 


Gufi Paintal 


* Gufi Paintal has passed away on 
June 5, 2023. He was 79. 


* He is best known for playing 


‘Shakuni mama’ in the epic TV serial 
‘Mahabharat’. 


* He has also been a part of several TV 
shows, like CID, Hello Inspector, Mrs. 
Kaushik Ki Paanch Bahuein, 
Karmaphal Daata Shani, Karn Sangini 
and RadhaKrishn amongst others. 

* Paintal’s acting credits also include 
1980s Hindi films such as ‘Suhaag’, 
‘Dillagi’ etc. 
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. Raza Hussain 

amit Raza Husain passed away at 
ihe age of 66 on June 5, 2023. 
| He is noted theatre actor and 


director: 
Husain was honored with the Padma 


shri in 2001 by the Indian government 
for his contribution to theatre. 

, Aamir Raj has acted in super hit 
movies ‘Baahubali’ and ‘RRR’. 
sSulochana Didi 

. Veteran Actress Sulochana Didi 
passed away in Mumbaion June 6, 
2023. She was 94. 

. Sulochana Didi is famous for her 
role as a Mother in Bollywood. 


+ In 1999 she was honoured with 
Ppadmashree. 

« In 2004 Sulochana was awarded 
with lifetime achievement award by 
Filmfare. 

« She was also awarded by 
Maharashtra Bhushan, V. Shantaram 
Award, Best Actress by Maharashtra 
Government. 


Karumuttu T. Kannan 

e Karumuttu T. Kannan has sadly 
passed away at the age of 70. 

e He was a prominent industrialist 
and philanthropist. 

e He served as the Chairman & 
Managing Director of Thiagarajar Mills 
Limited, located in Madurai. 

e He was the son of Karumuttu 
Thiagarajan Chettiar (the renowned 
industrialist). 

e Chettiar was established Thiagarajar 
Mills in 1936. 


AR Khaleel 

e Former All India Football Federation 
(AIFF) Vice-President AR Khaleel 
passed away On May 10, 2023. He was 
91. 

e Khaleel, who had served as the 
President of the Karnataka State 
Football Association (KSFA) for 

28 years, had also served as the AIFF 
treasurer and executive committee 
member. 

. A President of the KSFA for 

28 years till 2018, Khaleel had 
worked for the game in various 
capacities. 
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Parkash Singh Badal 

* Former Chief Minister of Punjab and 
senior leader of Shiromani Akali Dal 
(SAD) Parkash Singh Badal passed 
away, at the age of 95, on April 25, 
2023. 

* Parkash Singh Badal was born on 


December 8, 1927 at Abul Khurana 
near Malot. 


* He entered the state assembly from 
Malout in 1957 as a Congress candidate. 
e In 1969, entered the Vidhansabha 
from Gidderbaha seat on SAD ticket 
and was elected MLA 11 times, lost 
only twice. 


N. Gopalakrishnan 

e Renowned scientist and director of 
the Central Building Research Institute 
Dr. N. Gopalakrishnan passed away in 


_ April 2023 at the age of 68. 


e Dr. N. Gopalakrishnan was born in 
Kochi city of Ernakulam district 
(Kerala). He worked for 25 years from 
1982 as Senior Scientist in CSIR, 
Government of India. 


Keshab Mahindra 

e Keshab Mahindra, Chairman 
Emeritus of Mahindra & Mahindra, 
passed away at the age of 99 on 
April 12, 2023. 


e According to Forbes, he was India’s 
oldest billionaire at the time of his 
death with a net worth of $ 1.2 billion. 
e He retired in 2012 after serving as 
the chairman for 48 years. 

e Mahindra & Mahindra Limited is 
one of the largest automobile 
manufacturers in India with a focus on 
manufacturing utility vehicles, tractors 
and commercial vehicles. 


Uttara Baokar 

» Veteran actress Uttara Baokar 
succumbed to a prolonged illness, after 
ailing for a year on April 11, 2023 in 
Pune. 
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ə Uttara Baokar was a well-known 
film, television and theatre actress. 


+ She won Sangeet Natak Akademi 
Award, National Academy for Acting 
in 1984. 


+ The actor won the National Film 
Award for Best Supporting Actress for 
her role in the film ‘Ek Din Achanak’. 


Jalabala Vaidya 

* Noted theatre actress and co-founder 
of Akshara Theater Jalabala Vaidya 
passed away on April 9, 2023. 


* Jalabala Vaidya started her theatrical 
journey in 1968 with ‘Full Circle’. 


e Vaidya was awarded the Sangeet 
Natak Akademi’s Tagore Award, the 
Delhi Natya Sangh Award and the 
Andhra Pradesh Natya Akademi 
Award. 


Jagarnath Mahto 

+ Jagarnath Mahto, the Minister for 
School Education and Literacy in 
Jharkhand, passed away on April 6, 
2023 at the age of 56. 

e Jagarnath Mahato was airlifted to 
Chennai last month due to health 
complications and underwent a lung 
transplant in November 2020 after 
being diagnosed with COVID-19. 

e Jharkhand’s education minister was 
a four-time MLA from Dumri in 
Giridih district. 


Sarah Thomas 

ə Malayalam short story writer and 
novelist Sarah Thomas passed away on 
April 1, 2023. 

e She was a prolific writer, writing 17 
novels and over 100 short stories. 

e She has received several awards 
including the Kerala Sahitya Akademi 
Award, Vayalar Award and 
Padmarajan Award for his contribution 
to Malayalam literature. 


Salim Durani 

e Salim Durani, the debonair Indian 
cricketer, passed away on April 2, 
2023. He was 88. 

> The former Indian cricketer featured 
in 29 Test matches for team India and 
scored 1202 runs with an average of 
25.04. 


e He also had a century and seven 
half-centuries in his career. With the 
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ball, Durani picked up 75 wickets and 
6/73 remained his best bowling figure 
in an inning. 

* The star cricketer also dabbled in 
Bollywood, starring opposite renowned 
actor Praveen Babi in the movie 
Charitra in 1973. 


Innocent Vareed Thekkethala 
* Innocent Vareed Thekkethala, a 
renowned actor and former 
parliamentarian, passed away on | 
March 26, 2023 at the age of 75. 


* Thekkethala, also known as 
Innocent, was a noted Indian actor, 
film producer, writer and politician. 

* He was primarily recognized for his 
comedic roles in Malayalam cinema, 
but also acted in Tamil, Kannada, 
Hindi and English films, appearing in 
over 700 films throughout his career. 

* He has won several awards, 
including the Kerala State Film Award 
and the Kerala Film Critics Award, and 
is regarded as one of the finest | 
comedians in Malayalam cinema. 


Sameer Khakhar 

e Veteran actor Sameer Khakhar, best 
known for his role in the iconic 
television show ‘Nukkad’ died at a 
hospital in Mumbai on March 17, 
2023. 


* Sameer Khakhar, was a Bollywood, 
TV and theatre actor. He was 71. 


e In a career spanning nearly four 
decades, the actor rose to fame with 
his role as ‘Khopdi’ in the TV show 
‘Nukkad’. 

e He is also known for his role in 
‘Circus’. 


Pradeep Sarkar 

e Renowned writer, director and ad 
filmmaker, Pradeep Sarkar passed 
away in Mumbai on March 24, 2023. 

* He was 67 years old and had been 
suffering from kidney disease. 

e His famous Bollywood movies 
included ‘Parineeta’, ‘Laga Chunari 
Mein Daag’, ‘Mardaani’ and 
‘Helicopter Eela’. 

« Sarkar had also worked on more 
than 3000 ad films, including iconic 
campaigns like Cadbury’s ‘Pappu Paas 
Ho Gaya’, Eveready’s ‘Give Me Red’ 
and Catch Masala’s ‘Chinese Whisper’. 
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Satish Kaushik poar 
. Famous actor and filmmaker on 
Kaushik, passed away on March 9, 
2023 in Gurugram due to a heart 
attack at the age of 66. | 

e Kaushik was an alumnus of the 
National School of Drama (NSD) and 
the Film and Television Institute of 
India (FTII). o 

e Kaushik, who hails from Haryana S 
Mahendragarh district, was appointed 
chairman of the Haryana Film 
Promotion Board by the Khattar 
government a few years ago. 


Kanak Rele 


Renowned Mohiniattam dancer Dr. 
Kanak Rele breathed her last at age 
85 after suffering cardiac arrest on 
February 22, 2023. 


She was awarded a state funeral at 
Vile Parle crematorium. She was 
awarded the first Guru Gopinath 
National Puraskaram of the 
Government of Kerala. 

She was honoured with various prizes 
and awards including Padma Shri 
(1989) and Padma Bhushan (2013), 
among others. 


OP Kohli 


* Former Gujarat governor and 
veteran Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader Om Prakash Kohli 
passed away on February 20, 2023. 
He was 87. 


e Apart from being a Rajya Sabha 
member, he was the 19th Governor of 
Gujarat from 2014 to 2019. 

* In January 1991, Kohli entered the 


political arena and took over as the 
President of the Delhi BJP. 


Tulsidas Balram 

e Tulsidas Balram passed away on 
February 16, 2023 due to multiple 
organ failure in Kolkata. He was 86 
years old. 

* He was one of the country’s 

finest footballers and a member of 

the golden era (1951-62) of Indian 
football. 

* Balram, who was awarded the Arjuna 
Award, had a great performance in the 
1960 Rome Olympics. 


Lalitha Lajmi Ea 

» Noted painter Lalitha Lajmi, late | 
actor-filmmaker Guru Dutt’s sister, died 
on February 13, 2023 at the age of 90. 

e Hailing from an artistic family, Lajmi 
was very fond of classical dance and 
painting. | 

« Lalita made a small appearance in 
the 2007 film Taare Zameen Par, 
starring Aamir Khan, in which she 
played an art teacher. 


Vani Jairam 

* Padma Bhushan awardee legendary 
playback singer Vani Jairam passed 
away on February 4, 2023. 

* Vani Jayaram has sung in more than 
a dozen languages including Tamil, 
Marathi, Telugu, Hindi and Bhojpuri. 

e She was awarded the Padma 
Bhushan, India’s third highest civilian 
award, ahead of Republic Day this year 
(2023). She won the National Film 
Award for Best Female Playback 

Singer thrice. 


K. Viswanath 

e Legendary film director K. 
Vishwanath passed away in Hyderabad 
on February 2, 2023 at the age of 92. 


e In a career spanning 7 decades, 
Vishwanath wrote, directed and acted 
in several movies. 

* His films won five National Film 
Awards and seven state Nandi Awards. 
* For his work, he was conferred with 
the Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 2017. 


* He was also a recipient of the Padma 
Shri. 


Sabir Ali 


* ‘Ironman of India’ Sabir Ali passed 
away on January 27, 2023. 


* He He won the decathlon gold at the 
l 981 Asian Athletics Championships 
in Tokyo. He was 67. 


* Ali won a bronze and silver at the 
World Railway meets in 1981 and '85 


and was honoured with the Arjuna 
Award in 198]. 


Balkrishna Doshi 
< Celebrated Indian architect 
Balkrishna Vithaldas Doshi has passed 


away at 95 in Ahmedabad, India on 
January 24, 2023. 
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Nilamani Phukan 

» Renowned Assamese poet and 
recipient of; Jnapith Award, Nilamani 
phookan h as passed away on 

january 19, 2023. He was 89. 


+ Phookan was one of the most 
celebrated poets of Assam and has 
been awarded the country’s highest 


literary aw.ard, the 56th Jnanpith for 
the year 20 21. 


« The nota dle works of Phukan are 
‘Xurjya Heru Naami Aahe Ei 
Nodiyedi’, ' Kabita’ and ‘Gulapi Jamur 
Lagna’. 


Sharad Y'adav 

* The 75-y::ar-old veteran politician, 
Former Union Minister and RJD leader 
Sharad Yaclav passed away on 
January 12, 2023. 

* He was probably the first politician 
in India to be elected as a member of 
the Lok Salbha from three states 
(Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and 
Bihar). 

« He was a three-time member of the 
Rajya Sabh a and a seven-time Lok 
Sabha MP. 

* Sharad Y adav was a Minister in the 
VP Singh-k2d government in 1989. 


Tehemton E. Udwadia 

* Dr. Tehe nton Erach Udwadia, who 
was knowr. as the ‘father of 
laparoscopic surgery in India’ passed 
away, at the age of 88 on January 9, 
2023. 

e He was the first surgeon in India to 
introduce léıparoscopy in surgery in 
1972, and the Ist to perform . | 
laparoscopi:: surgery in the developing 
world in 19 90. 

» He was avvarded the Dr. BC Roy 
Award 200(), the highest Indian award 
in the field of Medicine, from the 
Medical Covincil of India. 
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Sumitra Sen 

Noted Rabindra § 
ae Sen has passed away on 
vanuary 3, 2023 at the age of 89 
* She will be reme | 
rendition of songs like Jokhon Porbe 


Na Mor, Sokhi Vabona Kahare Bole 
and Mone Ki Dwidha. 


angeet exponent 


mbered for her 


* She was honoured with the § 
Mahasamman award by West 
government in 20] 2. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Daniel Ellsberg | 

e Daniel Ellsberg, a US military 
analyst, passed away at the age of 92 
on June 17, 2023. 

* He became known for leaking the 
‘Pentagon Papers’, which exposed how 
the US government deceived the’ 
public about the Vietnam War. 

e His actions inspired acts of 
retaliation by President Richard Nixon 
and contributed to Nixon’s resignation. 
e He became an advocate for whistle 
blowers and his story was depicted in 
the movie ‘The Post’ released in 2017. 
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Cormac McCarthy 

e Cormac McCarthy, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning novelist, passed away at 
89 on June 14, 2023. 


» He was awarded the Pulitzer Prize 
for Fiction in 2007 for ‘The Road’. 

e His novel ‘No Country for Old Men’ 
was adapted into an Academy 
Award-winning film in 2007. 

< He went on to publish more than 20 
novels, including ‘Blood Meridian’, ‘All 
the Pretty Horses’, and ‘Suttree’. 
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Silvio Berlusconi 

, “ormer Prime Minister of Italy Silvio 
erlusconi passed away at the age of 

86 on June 12, 2023, 


> 


Jor ` i i 

Berlusconi previously served as 
or Peg 

Prime Minister of Italy four times. 


* He served as PM from 1994 to 1995 
2001 to 2006, and 2008 to 2011. | 
* Berlusconi was Italy’s 
longest-serving prime minister despite 
allegations of corruption, 


Gitanjali lyer 

* Gitanjali Aiyar passed away in Delhi 
on June 7, 2023. She was one of the 
first English news presenters on 
Doordarshan. 

* She had presented news on the 
national broadcaster for over 30 years. 
« She won the Indira Gandhi 
Priyadarshini Award for Outstanding 
Women in 1989. 

* She was awarded for her 


outstanding work, achievements and 
contribution. 


Ama Ata Aidoo 

e Ama Ata Aidoo has died aged 81 on 
May 31, 2023. 

* She was a Ghanaian author, poet, 
playwright, politician, and academic. 
e Her ‘The Dilemma of a Ghost and 
Changes’ were taught to children in 
West African schools for decades. 

ə Her novel Changes earned her the 
prestigious Commonwealth Writers 
Prize for Best Book. 


Srichand Parmanand Hinduja 
e Srichand Parmanand Hinduja, the 
eldest of the four Hinduja brothers and 
Chairman of Hinduja Group, died in 
London on May 17, 2023. He was 87. 

e The Hinduja brothers top the tally of 
Britain's richest families, with an 
estimated wealth of GBP 28.472 billion 
in ‘The Sunday Times Rich List’ last 
year (2022). 

e Their business interests span across 
countries and sectors, including 
hospitality and automotive. 


Antonio Carbajal 

» Former Mexico goalkeeper Antonio 
Carbajal, the first footballer to play in 
five World Cups, has died at the age of 
93 on May 10, 2023. 
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* ‘Tota’, as Carbajal was known, 
appeared in goal for Mexico at the 
World Cups in Brazil 1950, Switzerland 
1954, Sweden 1958, Chile 1962 and 
England 1966. 

* He earned 11 caps for his country in 
this 4-world cup. | 


Tarek Fatah 


© 


Pakistani-Canadian columnist Tarek 
Fatah passed away on April 24, 2023 
after a prolonged battle with Cancer, 

* Fatah, 73-vear-old, was an 
award-winning reporter, columnist, 
and radio and television commentator, 
both in Canada and abroad. 

* Fatah was known for his progressive 
Views on Islam and his fiery stance on 
Pakistan. l 

* He called himself an ‘Indian born in 


Pakistan’ and a ‘Punjabi born into 
Islam’. 


* He won awards from organisations 
such as the Donor Prize, Helen and the 
Stan Wine Canadian Book Award. 


Noel Hanna 

e A mountaineer from Northern 
Ireland, Noel Hanna, died while 
descending from the summit of the 
world’s 10th highest peak on April 18, 
2023. 

e Noel Hanna died overnight in Camp 
IV after descending from the peak. 


e Noel had climbed Mount Everest 10 
times and scaled the 8091 meters 
(26545 feet) Annapurna peak in west 
Nepal. 

e Annapurna peak in west Nepal, first 
climbed by Maurice Herzog of France 
in the early 1950s, is considered 
dangerous because of the risk of 
frequent avalanches. 


Zafrullah Chowdhary 


* Dr. Zafrullah Chowdhary passed 
away on April 13, 2023 in Dhaka at the 
age of 81. 

e Dr. Zafarullah has received 
international acclaim for his work in 
the field of public health, having been 
awarded the Ramon Magsaysay Award 
in 1985 and the Right Livelihood 
Award in 1992. 

¢ In 1977, he was awarded the 
Freedom Award, the highest civilian 
award in Bangladesh. 
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* He was known as the ‘Poot People ` 
Doctor’ for his excellent work in 
providing health services to the poor. 


Ben Ferencz 


Ben Ferencz, the last surviving 
prosecutor of the Nuremberg Trials, 
passed away on April 9, 2023. 

The Nuremberg Trials were held after 
World War II to try Nazi leaders for 
war crimes, crimes against peace, and 
crimes against humanity. 

Ferencz was a key member of the 
prosecution team and helped secure 
convictions against high-ranking 
Nazis. The Nuremberg Trials were 
military tribunals organised by the 
Allies after World War II. 


Gordon Moore 

* Intel co-founder and pioneer in the 
microprocessor industry, Gordon 
Moore, has died at the age of 94 in 
Hawaii on March 25, 2023. 


+ Gordon Moore was an American 
engineer and entrepreneur. 


* He has received numerous awards 
and honours for his work, including the 
National Medal of Technology and 
Innovation, and has been inducted into 
the National Inventors Hall of Fame. 


Kenzaburo Oe 

* The Nobel Prize-winning Japanese 
author Kenzaburo Oe has died at the 
age of 88 on March 13, 2023. 

e He won the Nobel Literature Prize in 
1994, with judges praising his ‘darkly 
poetic’ novels for their ‘disconcerting 
picture of the human predicament’. 

+ Oe was also an outspoken 
anti-nuclear and peace activist and he 
became the second Japanese author 
awarded the Nobel Prize in literature. 


Pervez Musharraf 

e Pervez Musharraf, former President 
of Pakistan, passed away after a 
prolonged illness on February 5, 2023 
at a hospital in Dubai. He was 79. 

+ Musharraf had been in self-exile in 


Dubai since March 2016 facing trial for 


treason for suspending the 
constitution in 2007. 

e Musharraf rose to power following a 
military takeover of the government in 


1999 and became the tenth }'resident 


of Pakistan in June 2001. 


Lucile Randon 


e World’s oldest pe i 
wae Lae J >) 
Randon, died on January 17, 2023 at 


the age of 118. 


rson, Luc tle 


* In the year 2022, the world's oldest 
person Ken Tanaka of Japarı died. He 
was 119 years old. 

> After Tanaka's death, 118-year-old 
Sister Lucille Randon became: the 
oldest person in the world. 

» Guinness World Records had 
officially recognised her status in April 


2022. 


Constantine Il 

» The former and the last king of 
Greece Constantine I has died at the 
age of 82 in Athens on Janv.ary 11, 
2023. Constantine II accededt to the 
throne at the age of 23 in 1964. 


* The dictatorship abolished the 
monarchy, in 1973, while a referendum 
after democracy was restored, in 1974, 
dashed any hopes that Constantine had 
of ever reigning again. 

* In 1960, at the Rome Olyrupics he 
was awarded a gold medal in sailing 
and later he became a member of the 
International Olympic Committee. 


Pope Benedict XVI 

* 95 years old, the former P ope 
Benedict XVI, has passed ayy ay in the 
Mater Ecclesiae Monastery i n the 
Vatican on January 1, 2023. 


* The head of the Catholic Church, 
former Pope Benedict, was the first 
pope in 600 years to resign. 

* He resigned in 2013 and vvas 
replaced by the present pope Francis. 
* Pope Benedict was the first German 
to become pope in 1000 year's. 


BOOK & AUTHOR? 


Ajay to Yogi Adityanath 
(Shantanu Gupta) 


» 


Author Shantanu Gupta Launched a 
new graphic novel titled ‘Ajay to Yogi 
Adityanath’ for young read: 


‘rs on 
June 6, 2023. 


* He has earlier Written two bestseller 


ütles on Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath. 
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The graphic novel was launched in 
oe schools acToss UP on the occasion 
{yogi Adityanath’s 51st birthday. 

, More than 5000 children from 
gifferent districts of Uttar Pradesh 
participated in the book release. 


amrutkaal Ki Ore 

(Shivananda Dwivedi and KK 
Upadhyay) 

. BJP National President Jagat 
prakash Nadda released a book titled 
amrutkaal Ki Ore’ in New Delhi on 
june 5, 2023. 

e It is based on nine Years’ 
Achievements of Narendra Modi 
Government. ‘Amrut Kaal Ki Ore’ 


Book has been written by Shivananda 
Dwivedi and KK Upadhyay. 


NTR : A Political Biography 
(Ramachandra Murthy 
Kondubhatla) 


e Journalist, editor and writer, 
Ramachandra Murthy Kondubhatila, - 
has authored a new book titled ‘NTR-A 
Political Biography’ on May 30, 2023. 
« It presents a realistic picture of 
Nandamuri Taraka Rama Rao (NTR), 
the star figure in the discourse on 
cinema and politics in the two Telugu 
States (Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana). The book, published by 
Harper Collins India, commemorates 
the centenary year of NTR. 


Ringside (Dr. Vijay Darda) 

e Renowned author and Congress MP 
Dr. Shashi Tharoor released the book 
‘Ringside’ on May 30, 2023. 

e It is written by Lokmat Media Group 
Editorial Board Chairman and former 
MP Dr. Vijay Darda. l 

* ‘Ringside’ is a compilation of Dr. 
Darda’s weekly articles published 
between 2011 and 2016 in Lokmat 
Media Group newspapers and other 
leading national and regional dailies. 


Guts Amidst Bloodbath 
(Anshuman Gaekwad) 

* Former Indian Test cricketer 
Anshuman Gaekwad released his 
semi-autobiographical book ‘Guts 
Amidst Bloodbath : The Anshuman 
Gaekwad Narrative’ at the CCI on 
May 20, 2023. 
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The Golden Ye 


* Itis a book tha 
Anshum 


teamm 


t tells the Story of 


an, including insights from 
ales, Opponents, 
Selectors, umpire 


members. 


administrators, 
s, friends and family 


ars : The Many 
Joys of Living a Good L 
Life (Ruskin Bond) = 


* Indian author Ruskin Bond wrote a 


book titled ‘The Golden Years : The 
Many Joys of Living a Good Long Life’. 


* The Golden Years book is published 
by Harper Collins India and rele 
on May 19, 2023, Bond’s 

89th birthday. 


ased 


* ‘The Golden Years’ focuses on Bond’s 


experiences during the 60s, 70s and 
80s. | 


My Life as A Comrade (KK 
Shailaja) S 

* CPM Central committee member 
and former Health Minister of Kerala, 
KK Shailaja’s autobiographical work 
titled ‘My Life as A Comrade’ launched 
on May 5, 2023. | 
* Book is set to be published by 
Juggernaut Books, a Delhi-based 
publishing house. 

e In her new book, My Life as a 
Comrade, co-written with Manju Sara 
Rajan, former CEO of the Kochi 
Biennale Foundation and journalist. 

e Shailaja writes about the course of 
her life that started in a small 
settlement in Malabar and eventually 
led her to a Cabinet position in the 
State government. 


Made in India: 75 Years of 
Business and Enterprise 
(Amitabh Kant) 


e The book ‘Made in India : 75 Years 
of Business and Enterprise’ is 
published by Rupa Publications India 
on May 3, 2023. 

e The book coincides with India 
becoming the 5th largest economy in 
the world, overtaking the United 
Kingdom after 75 years of 
independence. 


e Amitabh Kant is a retired IAS officer 
who served as the CEO of the National 
Institution for Transforming India 
(NITI Aayog) from 2016-22. 


NEWS LINE 


Saurashtra-Tamil 
Sangamprashastih 

(Somnath Sanskrit University) 
* At the end of the ‘Saurashtra Tamil 
Sangam’ event, the PM Narendra 
Modi, revealed a book called 
‘Saurashtra Tamil Sangam Prashasti’, 
on April 29, 2023. 


* The book authored by Somnath 
Sanskrit University. 

* The Sangam celebrates the cultural 
and historical bond between Gujarat 
and Tamil Nadu, as many people 
migrated from the Saurashtra region 
to Tamil Nadu several centuries ago. 


Reflections 
(Narayanan Vaghul) 


* Union Minister for Finance and 
Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman 
released the book ‘Reflections’ 
authored by noted banker Narayanan 
Vaghul in Mumbai on April 28, 2023. 
e The book is a vivid account of 
Vaghul’s experiences in India’s 
financial landscape over the decades. 
e Widely regarded as the architect of 
modern banking in India, Vaghul’s 
book chronicles the dramatic, 
humorous and momentous events 
during his illustrious career. 


Collective Spirit, Concrete 
Action 

(Shashi Shekhar Vempati) 

e At the 100th episode of ‘Mann Ki 
Baat’, a book called ‘Collective Spirit, 
Concrete Action’ written by Shashi 
Shekhar Vempati, former CEO of Prasar 
Bharati (2017-2022) was launched. 

e The book was released during a 
day-long National Conclave on Mann 
Ki Baat @100, held in the national 
capital on April 26, 2023. 

+ According to the author, ‘Mann Ki 
Baat’ is a combination of the power of 
radio and the vision of a nation’s 
leader. 


Sachin@50 - Celebrating a 
Maestro (Boria Majumdar) 

e Renowned sports historian and TY 
show host Boria Majumdar released a 
new book titled ‘Sachin@50 — 
Celebrating a Maestro’ on April 24, 
2023. 
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* It is released on the occasion of 
Sachin Tendulkar’s 50th birthday. 

e The book has been conceptually 
designed and created by Majumdar, 
with a special back cover note penned 
by Gulzar. 


* The book traces Tendulkar’s journey 
to success, Starting from h 


is teenage 
debut where he gained global 
recognition in 1989. 


Crosscourt (Jaidip Mukerjea) 
* Jaidip Mukerjea launched his 

autobiography titled ‘Crosscourt’ on 
April 21, 2023 in the presence 


players Ramesh Krishnan and 


Somdev 
Devvarman. 


* Jaidip is a renowned tennis player. 
The book chronicles Mukerjea’s 
journey and Provides insight into his 
life as a successful tennis player. 

* ‘Crosscourt’ is 


not just about tennis 
but also covers v 


arious aspects of his 
personal life, including his triumphs, 


disappointments, relationships and 
behind-the-scenes moments. 


Smoke and Ashes (Amitav 
Ghosh) 


* Amitav Ghosh’s new non-fiction 
book, “Smoke and Ashes - A Writer’s 
Journey Through Opium’s Hidden 
Histories”, will be published by 
HarperCollins Fourth Estate on July 
15, 2023. 

e The book is-a combination of 
memoir, travelogue, and cultural and 
economic history, which explores the 
often-overlooked effects of opium on 
society and history. 


* This book explores how opium has 
shaped the modern world and 


continues to play an important role in 
making it now. 


Courting India : England, 
Mughal India and the Origin 
of Empire (Nandini Das) 

e The book titled “Courting India : 
England, Mughal India and the Origin 
of Empire” is authored by Nandini Das 
on April 13, 2023. 

« Nandini Das is the Professor of 
English Literature at the University of 
Liverpool. The book explores the 
cultural and literary exchange between 


England and Mughal India in the early 


modern period. 


e The book highlights the influence of 
the publication of Richard Hakluyt’s 
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of tennis 


“Principal Navigations, Voyages, . 
Traffic and Discoveries of the English 
Nation” on Britain’s perception of 
itself as a heroic seafaring nation. 


Azaad (Ghulam Nabi Azad) 


* Ghulam Nabi Azad has written an 
honest and forthright autobiography, 
Which is launched in New Delhi on 
April 9, 2023. 

* He is a former Chief Minister of 
Jammu and Kashmir and Union 
Minister, 

* Titled ‘Azaad’, the book chronicles 
Azad’s political journey and provides 
insights into the significant political 
changes that India has undergone over 
the past five decades. 


* The book published by Rupa 
Publications India. 


Gandhi : Siasat Aur 


Communalism (Piyush Babele) 
* A new Hindi book titled Gandhi : 
Siasat Aur Communalism has been 
authored by journalist-turned-author 
Piyush Babele on April 5, 2023. 

* He is currently heads the media 
department of the Madhya Pradesh 
Congress. 

* The book aims to break the myth 
spread by the Hindu right wing that 


Mahatma Gandhi was responsible for 
the partition. 


War and Women 
(Dr. MA Hasan) 


* The book was launched during the 
52nd session of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC) in 
Geneva (Switzerland) on March 31, 
2023. 

e The event was organised by the 
Bangladesh Freedom Fighters 
Parliament in Europe. The book 
throws light on the suffering of 
Bengali women who were victims of 
sexual violence during the 197] war. 


Pyre (Perumal Murugan) 

* Perumal Murugan’s novel ‘Pyre’, 
which deals with caste-based 
discrimination, has been nominated 
for the 2023 International Booker Prize 
longlist on March 23, 2023. 

* Originally written in Tamil under the 
title ‘Pukkuli’, the book follows the 
story of a couple from different castes 
who flee their village, triggering a dark 
and ominous tale. The book was 


a 


translated into English by Aniruddhan 
Vasudevan in 2016. 


Mundaka Upanishad : The 
Bridge to Immortality 

(Dr. Karan Singh) 

e The book ‘Mundaka Upanishad : The 
Bridge to Immortality’ was released 
Vice-President, Jagdeep Dhankhar on 
March 9, 2023. Karan Singh is an 
Indian politician and philosopher, 


Victory City (Salman Rushdie) 

e Salman Rushdie published his new 
novel ‘Victory City’, an ‘epic tale’ of a 
14th-century woman who defies a 
patriarchal world to rule a city on 
February 8, 2023. 

* The much-anticipated work tells the 
tale of young orphan girl named 
Pampa Kampana who is endowed with 
magical powers. 

e The girl founds the city of Bisnaga in 
modern day India. : 


The Best of Satyajit Ray 
(Satyajit Ray) 

* A two-volume box set, ‘The Best of 
Satyajit Ray’, published by Penguin 
Random House India on Feb. 5, 2023. 
* It is not only a treat for Ray 


enthusiasts but also a collector’s 
edition. 


Never Give An Inch : Fighting 
for the America I Love 

(Mike Pompeo) 

e The Book ‘Never Give An Inch : 
Fighting for the America | Love’ 
Written by former United States 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
launched on January 26, 2023. 

* Pompeo mentioned in his book 
‘Never Give An Inch’ that 
India-Pakistan were on the brink of 


nuclear war after the Balakot strike in 
February, 2019. 


India’s Knowledge 


Supremacy : The New Dawn 
(Dr. Ashwin Fernandes) 


* A book titled ‘India’s Knowledge 
Supremacy : The New Dawn’ Written 
by international Indian expat, 

Dr. Ashwin Fernandes has released 
globally on January 21, 2023. 


* This New book launched focuses on 
India’s knowledge Supremacy, journey 
showcasing changing trends in newly 
emerging India. 
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Current Affairs Haf Yearty 20% 


( omptroller and Auditor General (CAG) 


CAG 
stroller General of Accounts 
(t 


armed Forces Officials 


supreme Commander 

chiet of Defence Staff (CDS) 
chief of Air Staff 

chiet of Naval Stafi 

chief of Army Staff 


pirector General Military 
Operations (DGMO) 


Girish Chandra Murmu 
S9 Dubey 


President (Draupadi Murmu) 
Anil Chauhan 

Air Chief Marshal VR Ch 
Admiral R. Hari Kumar 


General Manoj Pande 


audhary 


Lt. General Manoj Kumar Katiyar 


secretaries, Advisors and Commissioners 


Principal Secretary, PM 
Advisor, PM 
Additional Secretary, PM 


Joint Secretary, PM 
Private Secretary, PM 


Defence Finance Secretary 
Cabinet Secretary | 
Foreign Secretary 

Home Secretary 

Finance Secretary 
Defence Secretary 
Revenue Secretary 

DEA Secretary 

National Security Advisor 
Principal Scientific Advisor 
Chief Economic Advisor 


Chief Election Commissioner 


PK Mishra 


Tarun Kapoor, Amit Khare | 


Arvind Shrivastava and Ms. Punya 
Salila Srivastava, Hari Ranjan Rao 
and Atish Chandra 


Deepak Mittal, C. Sida a 


Rohit Yadav 


Hardik Satishchandra Shah and 
Vivek Kumar 


Gargi Kaul 


Rajiv Gauba TTT 


Vinay Mohan Kwatra 


Ajay Kumar Bhala 


TV Somanathan 

Giridhar Aramane 

Sanjay Malhotra a 
Ajay Seth 

Ajit Doval 

Ajay Kumar Sood 

V. Anantha Nageswaran 


Rajiv Kumar 


Chief Information Commissioner Yashvardhan Kumar Sinha 


Central Vigilance Commissioner 


PK Srivastava maa 


Intelligence and Investigative Organisations 


Director, CBI 
Director, IB 
Chief, RAW 
Director, NIA 
Director, ED 


Director General, Directorate of 
Revenue Intelligence 


Drug Controller General of India 


Subodh Kumar Jaiswal 
Tapan Kumar Deka 
Ravi Sinha 

Dinkar Gupta 

Sanjay Kumar Mishra 


Mohan Kumar Singh 


Rajeev Singh Raghuvanshi 
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ee S 
ste 


Paramilitary Forces 


) > Q, ahna y 
DG, ©ashastra Seema Bal (SSB) 
DG, Border 


Security Force (BSF) 
DG, ( 


central Reserve P 
DG, Central Indus 
Force (CISF) 


DG, National Security e 
1, National Security Guard (NSG) 


Director, Speci 


Olice Force 


trial Security 


DG, Indo libetan Border Police 


DG, National Cadet Corps (NCC) 


DG, Indian Coast Guard (ICG) 
DG, National Disaster Res 
NDRF) 


DG, Railway Protection Force 


DG, Assam Rifles (AR) 
DG, Home Guard (HG) 


Important Commissions 


Chairman, NITI Aayog . 


Vice-Chairman, NITI Aayog 
CEO, NITI Aayog 


Chairman, National Medical 


Commission 


Chairman, Union Public Service 
Commission 
Chairman, 22nd Law Commission 


Chairperson, National Commission 


Backward Classes 


Chairman, Staff Selection Commission 
(SSC) 


Chairman, 7th Pay Commission 
Chairman, 15th Finance Commission 
Chairperson (Acting), CCI 


Chairman, National Commission for 
Scheduled Castes 


Chairman, National Human Rights 
Commission 


Chairman, National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights 


Chairman, National Commission for 
Minorities 


) | p 
il Protection Group (SPG) 


ponse Force 


— = Who's Who 


Anish Dayal Singh 
Nitin Agrawal 
Sujoy Lal Thaosen 


Sheel Vardhan Singh 


MA Ganapathy 
Arun Kumar Sinha 
Anish Dayal Singh 
Gurbirpal Singh 
VS Pathania 


Atul Karwal 


Sanjay Chander 


Pradeep Chandran 
Nair 


SBK Singh 


Narendra Modi (PM) 
Suman Bery 
BVR Subrahmanyam 


Suresh Chandra Sharma 
Manoj Soni 


Ritu Raj Awasthi 
Rekha Sharma 


Hansraj Gangaram Ahir 
S. Kishore 


Ashok Kumar Mathur 
NK Singh 
Sangeeta Verma 


Vijay Sampla 


Arun Kumar Mishra 


Priyank Kanoongo 


Iqbal Singh Lalpura 


Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission Kamlesh Neelkanth Vyas 


Chairman, Khadi and Village Industries Manoj Kumar 


Commission (KVIC) 
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= Who's Who 


Boards/Councils/Authorities 
Chairman, Railway Board 


Chairman, Airports Authority of India (AAI) 


Chairman, Securities and Exc hange Board of 


India (SEBI) 


Chairperson, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board 


of India (IBBI) 


Chairman, Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) 


Chairman. Central Board of Film Certification 


(CBFC) 


Chairperson, Centra! Social Welfare Board 
(CSWB) 


Chairperson, Central Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT) 


Chairman, Central Board of Indirect Taxes and 


Customs (CBIC) 


Chairman, National Dairy Development Board 


(NDDB) 
Chairman, Company Law Board (CLB) 


Chairman, Atomic Energy Regulatory Board = 


(AERB) 


Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of F 


India (TRAI) 


CEO, Unique Identification . Authority of India 
(UIDAI) 


CEO, National Health Authority (NHA) 


CEO, Food Safety and Standards Authority of 


India (FSSAI) 


Chairman, National Highways Authority of India 


(NHAI) 


Maharatna CPSEs 


CMD, Power Finance e e Corporation (PFC) 


CMD, National Thermal Power Corporation 
(NTPC) 


CMD, Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 
(ONGC) 


CMD, Stee! Authority of India Ltd. (SAIL) 
CMD, Gas Authority of India Ltd. (GAIL) 
CMD, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. (IOCL) 


Anil Kumar Lahoti 
Sanjeev Kumar 
Madhabi Puri Buch 


Ravi Mital 

Nidhi Chibber 
Prasoon Joshi 
Preeti Pant 

Nitin Gupta 
Vivek Johri 
Meenesh Shah | 
“Mahesh Mittal 


Kumar 


Dinesh Kumar E 
Shukla 


= =e 9 


Amit Agarwal 

E Praveen Sharma > 
G. Kamala 
Vardhana Rao 


Santosh Kumar ki 
Yadav 


= Ravinder S Singh Dhillon i 


Gurdeep Singh 


Arun Kumar Singh 
Amarendu Prakash 
Sandeep Kumar Gupta 
Shrikant Madhav 


Vaidya 


CMD, Bharat Petroleum Corporation 
Limited (BPCL) 


CMD, Coal India Limited (CIL) 
CMD, BHEL 


CMD, Hindustan Petroleum Corporation 
Limited (HPCL) 


CMD, Power Grid Corporation of India 


CMD, Rural Electrification Corporation 
Limited (RECL) i 


206 


Vetsa Ramakrishna 
Gupta 


Pramod Agarwal 
Nalin Shinghal 


Pushp Kumar Joshi 


Kandikuppa Sreekant 


Vivek Kumar 
Dewangan 


VC, I Nalanda University 


_ Current Aas 


Navratna CPSEs 


ion O 
CMD, Container Corporation 


(CONCOR) 


Bharat Sanc 
ae ildings Construction 


f India Limited V. Kalyana Rama 


(BSNL) Anupam Shrivastava 


: imited 
Ni am Limite 
par De PK Gupta 


CMD, National Bu 


Corporation ( Vartika Shukla 


Sridhar Patra 
Dr. Ranjit Rath 
Bhanu Prakash 


CMD, Engineers India Limited (EIL) 


CMD, NALCO 


CMD, Oil India Limited (OIL) 
onics Lirnited (BEL) 


CMD, Bharat t Electr arpar ia 
(Add. Charge) 
CMD, Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) CB Ananthakrishnan 


(Add. Charge) 


Amitava Mukherjee 
(Add. Charge) 


Atul Bhatt 
Binesh Kumar Tyagi 


CMD, ‘National ‘Mineral Development - 
Corporation (NMDC) a 


CMD, Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Ltd. 
CMD, Shipping Corporation of india (SCI) 


“(RINL) 


CMD, Neyveli Lignite Corporation (NLC) | M. Prasanna Kumar 


Educational and ncadannie Institutions 


Chairman, University Grants Commission M. Jagadeesh Kumar 
(UGC) 


Chairman, ‘National Institute of Open 
Schooling (NIOS) 


VC, Delhi University (OU) 


VC, Indira Gandhi National Open 
University (IGNOU) 


VC, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) 


Saroj Sharma 
Yogesh Singh 
Prof. Nageshwar Rao 
" Santishree Dhuiipudi 
Pandit 
Sudhir Kumar Jain 


Dr. Vijay Bhatkar 


Sunaina Singh 


VC, Banaras Hindu University (BHU) | 
Chancellor, Nalanda University 


VC, Jamia Millia Islamia (JM) Grek, Mea 
Akhtar 
Dinesh Prasad Saklani 


Dinesh Prasad Saklani 
(Add. Charge) 


Chandrashekhar 
Kambar 


V.Nagdas 


Director, N NCERT 
Chairperson, NCTE 


Chairman, Sahitya Akademi 


Chairman, Lalit Kala Akademi 


Press and Media 


CEO, Prasar Bharati Gaurav Dwivedi 
urav 


Rajesh Malhotra 
Ranjana Prakash Desa! 


Principal Director General, PIB 


Chairman, Press Council of India 


Chairman, FTI : 
hekhar Kapoor 
DG, DD News 
DG, AIR (News) Priya Kumar 
Vasudha Gupta 


Chairman, Press Trust of India 


(PTI) Aveek Kumar Sarkar 
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Chairman, United News of India (UNI) 


Chairman, Indian Newspaper Society (INS) 


chairman, Audit Bureau of Circul 
(ABC) 


ations 


Sagar Mukhopadhyay 
K. Raja Prasad Reddy 
Pratap G. Pawar 


scientific and Research Organisations 


Chairman, ISRO 


Director, Bhabha Atomic Resear 
(BARC) 


Chairman, DRDO 
Director, ICMR 


DG, Council of Scientific and 
industrial Research (CSIR) 


Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 


CMD, National Research Dey 


ch Centre 


S, Somanath 


Ajit Kumar Mohanty 


Sameer V Kamat 
Rajiv Bahl 


Nallathamby Kalaiselvi 


S. Unnikrishnan Nair 


elopment Amit R i 
Corporation (NRDC) ini 
Officials of Banks 
Central Bank (Reserve Bank of India) 
Post Official(s) E 
Governors Shaktikanta Das 


Deputy Governors 


Michael Patra Mahesh Kumar Jain. 


M Rajeshwar Rao and T. Rabi Sankar 
Chief Financial Officer Sudha Balakrishnan ee 
Public Sector Banks 

Bank (Designation) Dignitary 


State Bank of India (Chairman) 
State Bank of India (MD) 


State Bank of India (Director) 


Bank of Baroda (MD & CEO) _ 


Bank of India (MD & CEO) 7 
Bank of Maharashtra (MD & CEO) 
Canara Bank (MD & CEO) 
Central Bank of India (MD & CEO) 
Indian Bank (MD & CEO) 


Indian Overseas Bank 
(MD & CEO) 


Punjab National Bank 
(MD & CEO) 


Punjab and Sind Bank 
(MD & CEO) 


UCO Bank (MD & CEO) 
Union Bank of India (MD & CEO) 


Dinesh Kumar Khara 


Alok Kumar Choudhary, 
Swaminathan Janakiraman, 
Ashwini Kumar Tewari and Challa 
Srinivasalu Setty a 
B. Venugopal, Ganesh Natarajan, 
Ketan S. Vikamsey, Mrugank M. 
Paranjpe, Prafulla P., Chhajed, 
Vivek Joshi, Anil Kumar Sharma 
Sanjeev Chaddha DOSO 
Atanu Kumar Das 

AS Rajeev o 

K: Satyanarayana Raju 

Matam Venkata Rao 

Shanti Lal Jain 


Ajay Kumar Srivastava 
Atul Kumar Goel 
Swarup Kumar Saha 


Ashwani Kumar 


A. Manimekhalai 
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Private Banks 
Bank (Designation) 


IDBI Bank (MD & CEO) 
IDFC First Bank ( 


MD & CEQ) 
Yes 


Bank (MD & CEO) 
City Union Bank ( 


MD & CEO) 
Dhanlaxmi R 


ank (MD & CEO) 
Federal Bank (MD & CEO) 

DBS Bank (MD & CEO) 

DCB Bank (MD & CEO) 

Axis Bank (MD & CEQ) 

Bandhan Bank (MD & CEO) 
Kotak Mahindra Bank (MD & CEO) 
Indusind Bank (MD & CEO) 
ICICI Bank (MD & CEO) 
HDFC Bank (MD & CEO) 
Karur Vysya Bank (MD & CEO) 
RBL Bank (MD & CEO) 


Heads of Economi 
Organisations 
Insurance Institutions 
Designation, Institution i 
Chairman, IRDAI 
Chairman, Life Insurance Corporation 
Director General, ESIC 

CMD, General Insurance Corporation 
MD & CEO, NPCI 


CMD, Agriculture Insurance Company of 


India Ltd. a 

CMD, Oriental Insurance Company 
CMD, New India Assurance 
Limited (NIACL) a 
Director, United India Insurance 
Company (UIICL) Ltd. 


Company 


Head 


Rakesh Sharma 
V, Vaidyanathan 
Prashant Kumar 
N, Kamakodi 
JK Shivan 
Shyam Srinivasan 
Surojit Shome 

Murali M Natrajan 
Amitabh Chaudhry 
Chandra Shekhar Ghosh 
Uday Kotak 

Sumant Kathpalia 
Sandeep Bakhshi 
Sashidhar Jagdishan 

B. Ramesh Babu 

R. Subramania Kumar 


c Institutions & 


Dignitary 
Debasish Panda 
MR Kumar 
Rajendra Kumar 
Devesh Srivastava 
Dilip Asbe 


Girija Subramanian 


RR Singh 
Neerja Kapur 


Satyajit Tripathy 


Chairman, National Insurance Company Suchita Gupta 


Ltd. (NICL) 


Economic and Commercial 
Institutions/Organisations 


Designation, Institution 
Secretary General, FICCI 
President, ASSOCHAM 
Secretary General, ASSOCHAM 


Chairman, Association of Mutual Funds in 


India (AMFI) 


Dignitary 
Shailesh Pathak 
Ajay Singh 
Deepak Sood 


A. Balasubramanian 


President, Confederation of Indian Industry Sanjiv Bajaj 


(CII) 
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Designation, Institution 


‘Chairperson, NASSCOM 


Dignitary 


Krishnan Ramanujam 


MD & CEO, IFCI Manoj Mittal 

CMD, Small Industries Development Bank S. Ramann 

of India | 

Chairman, National Stock Exchange GC Chaturvedi 

MD & CEO, National Stock Exchange Ashishkumar 

Chauhan 

Chairman, Bombay Stock Exchange SS Mundra 

MD & CEO, Bombay Stock Exchange Sundararaman 
Ramamurthy 

MD, India EXIM Bank M. Senthilnathan 

Chairman, NABARD Na as Shaji KV 

Chairman, Indian Banks' Association 53% _AK Goel eM Nelo 


‘MD, National al Housing | Bank (NHB) 


- Sarada Kumar Hota a 


aeee ae a aeeoo mverenn e erenn 


Heads of Sports Institutions & Organisations 
National 


merenna mannanna aar a 


_Dignitary 
=f eae Sen Onan 


Designation, Institution 


Director General, National Anti Doping — = 
Agency (NADA) 


President, All India Chess Federation 


Sanjay Kapoor 


President, All India Football Federation Kalyan Chaubey 
(AIFF) i 
President, Athletics Federation of India (AFI) Adile Sumariwala 
President, All India Tennis ~ Anil Jain 

Association (AITA) 
President, Board of Control for Cricket i in . ~ Roger Binny 

India (BCCI) spice fo = Fatale =p, 
President, Table Tennis Federation of Dushyant Chautala | 
India (TTFl) | ere. tyke 
President, , Hockey India = p Dip Tirkey 

President, Boxing Federation c 1 of India (BFI) Ajay Singh 


ree ene eee newer e en 


President, Indian Olympic Association (IOA) PT Usha 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 


President, Badminton Association of India 


President, National Rifle Association of India “Ravinder Singh 


uana i rtan naiaiae marenana aiana arannana 


President, Wrestling Federation of Bri Bhushan Sharan 
India (WF) ae —__ Singh Si Gk SANN 
International k 

Designation, Institution A Dignitary tee pie” FEMS 
President, WADA "cones: Witold Banka (Poland) = 
President, ICC OS Greg Barclay (New Zealand) 
President, “international. Tennis David Haggerty (USA) 


Federation (ITF) 


President, “International Table Tennis Petra Sorling (Sweden) 
Federation 


President, FIDE 


‘Arkady Dvokrovich (Russia) 
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ar ere eae 


—_— ee 


eel 


aa eae Dignitary 


Designation, ‘Institution “Annika Sorenstam (Sweden) | 
| Go 
President, internationa 


Federation (IGF) 
President, World Athletics 


President, international Olympic 


Commas (222 Vonarrimad DA Sapo 


Eae" a 
President, international Autom (UAE) 


A ve path cies cand 
Federation riss an “Gianni Infantino 


President, FIFA (taly- Switzerland) 


Husain Al- Mussallam 
(Kuwait) 


~ Tayyab Ikram (Macau) 


Sebastian Coe e (Britain) 
| ‘Thomas Bach (Germany) _ 


President, international Swimming 
Federation (FINA) 

President, ‘International Hockey 
Federation (FIH) 


President, Interna 
Federation (IWF) 


President, “International Boxing 
Association (AIBA) p ARS 
President, World Squash Federation “Zena Wooldridge (England 
(WSF) _ 


High Courts in India and their Chief Justices 


D tet CAA CE CC A A A AD 


tional Weightlifting Mohammed Jalood (Iraq) 


: “Umar ‘Kremlyov (Russia): 


as eatatsansnennannnenennant 
nanpuananssanesesessanssnansnanasmnanannasa aumnenst 


High Court Chief Justice ee 3 
TERA ETN ET a d fe pre (acting) a 3 
Calcutta MERE E T Sivagnanam E aa 
Madras SV Gangapurwala ce. 

‘Allahabad Lae ae  Pritinker Diwakar Horna 
Karnataka ry Prasanna B. Varale 8 
Patna © K VinodChandran i 
Madhya Pradesh Ravi Vijaykumar Malimath —— A 
J&KandLadakh N Kotishwar Singh —=StStS~S 
Punjab and Haryana Ravi Shankar Jha ak 
Ce e a 
Gauhati a Saapa 
Rajasthan Bt te: __Manindra Mohan S| Shrivastava (Acting) į 
Kerala -a S Share) si se Sprain cate a 
Gujarat eatem Al: Desai a ae 
e AEE T Chandra. Sharma. Ca 
Himachal Pradesh _ Smt, Sabina (Acting) __ 
Sikkim NER Tas Biswanath ‘Somadder tae 
Chhattisgarh eer C Ramesh: —— a 
Uttarakhand , ia — Vipin Sanghi ——— 
sharkhand Sanjaya Kumara 
Tripura Da Apalan Kumar Singh 
Manip A T ee Muralidaran (Acting) — 
| Meghalaya Sia ~ Sar nib Banerjee Met cfo 
Andhra Pradesh eee ashant Kumar Mishra aaa ae 
A ni eae 
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